


The Climate Strike is happening at 
USYD – we are going on strike to 
save the planet! Join us at Fisher 
Library 10am this Friday, Septem-
ber 20, to strike for the planet and a 
better world!

Right now, bushfires in Queensland 
are rampaging. Lee Johnson, former 
head of Queensland’s fire service, 
has said, “what we’re seeing… it’s not 
within people’s imagination… they 
just didn’t believe it could get this 
bad”.

It is this bad, and it’s going to get 
worse. We need a student and worker 
response of strike action beyond peo-
ple’s imagination if we’re going to end 
global warming and climate catastro-
phes. There are solutions to climate 
change, but no political will to make 
them a reality. Since their re-election, 
the Morrison government has contin-
ued to rule for fossil fuel companies 
and the rich. At the Pacific Island 
Forum in August, pleading by Pacif-
ic Island leaders for strong action on 
climate change was met by Morrison 
with a guarantee that Australia would 
continue its coal-generated power. In 
a disgraceful exposure of the Liber-
als’ neo-colonial racism, the Deputy 
Prime Minister Michael McCormack 
said that Pacific Islanders “will con-
tinue to survive… because many of 
their workers come here and pick our 
fruit”.

Instead of closing power stations and 
investing in publicly owned renew-
able energy, the Liberals want to ex-
tend the life of the Liddell coal-fired 
power plant past its 2023 closure date. 

This is climate vandalism. The climate 
movement needs to ensure not only 
that Liddell closes, but that there is a 
transition plan for the workers at Lid-
dell into new jobs in their community. 
New jobs should include equally paid 
positions and re-training of Liddell 
workers into a publicly owned renew-
able energy company.

The Climate Strike campaign is about 
ending all fossil fuels and transition-
ing to full renewable energy. Almost 
100 students voted on the below de-
mands at a Climate Strike Assembly 
earlier in semester:

1. A just transition to climate jobs;
2. 100% publicly owned renewable 
energy by 2030; and
3. No new sources of fossil fuels or 
nuclear, including Adani.

As you will see on page 3, the only 
way to win 100% renewable energy 
is by public investment and owner-
ship. The only force powerful enough 
in society to make this happen is the 
working class (see page 5), and as uni-
versity students we look to inspiring 
workers to take strike action to stop 
global warming and climate catastro-
phes.

The high school students who 
launched the global Climate Strike 
movement have asked university stu-
dents and workers to join their strike 
– and at USYD we are responding 
in force! Our independent activist 
group, Spreading The Climate Strike, 
has launched a mass campaign to 
bring staff and students out on strike. 
Hundreds of student activists have 
emerged in this bubbling campaign 

and over 130 classes had voted in 
support of the demands and to go on 
strike by the time this Honi lift-out 
went to press. Lectures, tutorials, labs, 
quizzes, exams and even Honours 
submission dates have been moved or 
cancelled this Friday so students and 
staff can strike. The Vice-Chancellor 
has recognised the scale of the cam-
paign and agreed to NO PENALTY for 
any staff or students who participate. 
The staff union, NTEU, is preparing to 
mobilise in force with unionist staff 
members passing motions to shut 
down multiple faculties and organise 
contingents to the strike.

From the confidence generated in the 
USYD student campaign and else-
where, the NTEU has led a charge 
nationally to organise union con-
tingents to the Climate Strike. Our 
march from Fisher Library, after con-
verging with Notre Dame, UTS and 
UNSW students at various places be-
tween Broadway and Railway Square, 
will join workers at Hyde Park and 
march shoulder to shoulder. We do 
not kid ourselves about the scale of 
the tasks ahead. We are serious about 
making this campaign grow into a 
movement even larger than the size 
that ended the Vietnam war, and with 
the politics that can win – workers 
taking strike action! Join us this Fri-
day, September 20, on Climate Strike, 
and then join us in campaigning to 
save the planet and for a better world!

Kelton Muir, Imogen Terry-
Lancaster, Sofie Nicolson

EDITORIAL Global warming won’t be ended 
with half measures and it won’t 
be ended by market mechanisms. 
When the Gillard Labor govern-
ment had a climate policy, it came in 
the form of a carbon tax. This failed. 
While there were some reductions 
in emissions in the period that the 
carbon tax was in place, 40% of 
the reduction was due to unrelat-
ed falling demand for coal and the 
short-term use of hydro, which was 
sustained only by high rainfall in 
Tasmania. Importantly, it led to no 
increased investment in renewable 
energy.

Tragically, a Lowy poll showed 
that enthusiasm for climate action 
dropped from 68% to 40% between 
2006 and 2013. Making ordinary 
people pay for action on climate 
change that corporations and gov-
ernments had caused was rightly 
unpopular.

This experience has been repli-
cated overseas numerous times. In 
the Canadian province of British 
Columbia, emissions actually in-
creased under a carbon tax, while 
in Europe and California carbon 
taxes have brought with them fraud 
and market manipulation. Similar 
market mechanisms, such as the 
EU emissions trading scheme, of-
ten failed to have any impact and 
in some countries, emissions in-
creased. Yet, governments perse-
vere with the idea that business 
must be provided with incentives 
to maintain profits while carbon 
taxes are passed onto workers.

Busines incentives won’t work. 
Globally, trillions of dollars of in-
vestment are needed, alongside 
drastic measures to actively phase 

out coal. According to Beyond Zero 
Emissions, in Australia this would 
mean 37 billion dollars a year in-
vested in renewable energy, while 
research commissioned by the 
Greens shows that 12 of 22 exist-
ing coal-fired power stations need 
to be shut down by 2030. This will 
require the kind of planned action 
that no business will be willing to 
take.

Furthermore, when we talk 
about a transition to renewables, we 
must be careful to not restrict this to 
mean only energy. Transformation 
is needed across the economy and 
must include high emissions sec-
tors such as agriculture, steel man-
ufacturing and transport. These are 
serious challenges that require sys-
temic change. These sectors will not 
only have to use renewable energy 
but must also become more energy 

efficient. Without explicit planning 
to reduce emissions, the transfor-
mation will not happen. 

There are still numerous chal-
lenges that face renewable energy, 
namely its varying reliability and 
problems of storage. To sustaina-
bly power an economy, a national 
plan will be needed to make use 
of a multitude of renewable ener-
gy sources and to coordinate their 
use across the country. An ener-
gy market where several different 
firms compete for the highest prof-
its makes effective coordination and 
planning impossible. Even now, the 
market-run energy grid is unsta-
ble. Private renewable projects have 
been tacked onto a large centralised 
grid. Powering 100 per cent renew-
able energy will require a new, de-
centralised and interconnected grid. 
The only way this can be done is by 

What are we striking for? 
Publicly-owned renewable 
energy
Cooper Forsyth
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putting the renewable energy tran-
sition in public hands.

However, the most important 
reason to demand a public renew-
able system is political. The techni-
cal capacity to stop climate change 
is not the biggest challenge we face. 
Despite strong concern from large 
sections of the population over the 
issue of climate, voters in some 
mining towns were pulled to the 
conservatives because neither La-
bor nor the climate movement took 
up their real concerns over jobs and 
cost of living pressures. Electricity 
prices have doubled between 2007 
and 2017, while wages have stag-
nated, and 65 per cent of the price 
increase was directly due to privati-
sation. Public renewable energy de-
livered by the state rather than the 
privatised market could dramatical-
ly lower energy prices and thus mo-
bilise working class people to fight 
for climate and economic justice.

Moreover, the reverse auction 
system, used to encourage invest-
ment in renewable energy, has re-
sulted in competition for contracts 
between private energy firms, cut-
ting pay as well as working and 
safety conditions to maintain their 
profit margins. The cost of the car-
bon tax was pushed onto ordinary 
people, and even became the pretext 
for a variety of businesses to push 
up prices irrespective of the actual 
effects of the tax. Brumby’s bakery 
managing director Deane Priest told 
all franchises to hike prices and “let 
the carbon tax take the blame”.

In 2013, climate denier Tony Ab-
bot was able to win an election by 
posing as a defender of living stand-
ards against Gillard’s carbon tax. 
Similarly, Scott Morrison and Paul-
ine Hanson have exploited concerns 
over jobs and rising electricity prices 
to pose as friends of the workers in 
coal mining areas. Unless we build a 
movement that fights to defend liv-
ing standards as well as fighting to 
stop climate change, we undermine 
our fight for both. 

In contrast, a publicly owned and 
controlled transition could sustain-
ably run the economy on renewable 
energy, providing 300,000 secure, 

unionised jobs, while keeping a cap 
on electricity prices. Bernie Sand-
ers’ climate plan in the US is one 
example of what this could look 
like: direct public investment of 16.3 
trillion dollars in renewable ener-
gy creating 20 million well-paying 
union jobs and guaranteeing a truly 
just transition for fossil fuel work-
ers. A similar plan in Australia may 
well mean higher taxes on corpora-
tions and the rich, but those who are 
responsible for the carbon pollution 
should be the ones who pay. 

This brings us to how we can win 
systemic change and a just transi-
tion to renewable energy. Seventy 
per cent of global emissions are 
caused by just 100 companies, and 
8 out of 10 of the world’s biggest 
companies are fossil fuel corpora-
tions. Those corporations are cen-
tral to the global capitalist system 
that is causing the climate crisis. 
Their power and their system will 
have to be challenged. 

Demands in themselves are 
not enough. Demands need to be 

turned into action by working 
people who have a unique pow-
er to challenge the system at the 
point of production. Workers at 
the Harland and Wolff shipyard 
in Belfast showed a glimpse of 
this power last month when 
they took control of their ship-
yard, demanding that it be na-
tionalised and turned over to 
produce things like wind tur-
bines for the renewable energy 
industry. 

The school strikes are a fan-
tastic start to building a social 
movement and the response at 
universities and in unions are 
vital progressions. But it will 
take strikes across industries to 
shut down business-as-usual 
and put the climate deniers and 
carbon polluters out of business 
altogether. It is workers’ power 
that can fuel the fight for a just 
transition, a sustainable plan-
et and truly democratic society 
that runs for the many, not the 
few. 
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This strike is about winning a 
future that isn’t yet decided. The 
ecological crisis is an inescapa-
ble present and future reality, but 
we still have a chance to seize 
the opportunity for change rath-
er than surrender to the worst. 
Only with the right strategy can 
our actions secure the best pos-
sible world for ourselves and fu-
ture generations.

Rapid and large-scale reduc-
tions in greenhouse gas emis-
sions are necessary and possible 
on a global scale. Stanford scien-
tists have produced a ‘roadmap’ 
paper that sketches such a tran-
sition. Far better than the inade-
quate Paris Targets, the Stanford 
roadmap charts a course for 80% 
conversion to renewable energy 
by 2030 and 100% conversion by 
2050. Only such a transition can 
enable the world to avoid 1.5C 
global warming and millions of 
annual air-pollution deaths. 

To even begin to take the kind 
of drastic action we need, Aus-
tralia must forcibly phase out 
all coal fired power by 2030. Be-
yond Zero Emissions’ costed plan 
shows that this would require 
$37 billion per year of govern-
ment investment in renewable 
energy generation and the forced 
replacement of coal fired power. 

Only government investment 
on an immense scale can deliver 
the transition we need. But the 
capitalist system is deeply invest-
ed in fossil fuels. This means we 
will face fierce opposition to the 
change needed. 8 of the world’s 
10 biggest companies are fossil 
fuel corporations or in related 
industries. A rapid transition to 
renewable energy would smash 

their profits and create trillions 
in stranded assets. And the mon-
ey to fund such a transition could 
only be fairly raised by massively 
increasing taxes on corporations 
and the rich. 

This hard economic and politi-
cal reality means that attempts to 
lobby the powerful and appeal to 
their “better nature” are doomed 
to failure. Such strategies are per-
vasive. For example, former U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore went and 
spoke to Trump in the belief that 
he could appeal to him on a hu-
man level and impress upon him 
the scale of the ecological crisis. 
Our own so-called leaders are no 
more likely to be swayed by moral 
force. The Morrison government 
is considering extending the life 
of the Liddell coal fire power sta-
tion in NSW instead of shutting 
down coal power. Angus Taylor, 
the “Energy and Emissions Re-
ductions Minister”, has presided 
over steadily increasing green-
house gas emissions. Forcing the 
action needed requires funda-
mentally challenging the power 
structure of the world we live 
in. This means protest and other 
mass actions will be important. 
But strikes are the most powerful 
weapon we have. 

History has shown us that 
huge protests and spectacular 
direct actions are not always 
enough on their own. Mass pro-
tests against the Iraq war in-
volved millions of people and 
were said to be the largest in 
history. The campaign involved 
stunning media spectacles such 
as the painting of NO WAR onto 
the Opera House. Yet the move-
ment ultimately failed. In con-

trast, it was strikes that ended 
Australia’s involvement in the 
Vietnam War. 

Strikes put pressure on those 
in charge to meet our demands 
in a way that can’t be dismissed. 
Student strikes can make a pow-
erful collective statement to the 
government and can help encour-
age workers to strike. Workers’ 
strikes hit the system directly by 
disrupting profits and the econo-
my. In 1976, 1.6 million workers 
successfully defended Medibank 
(now Medicare) in Australia’s first 
nationwide 24-hour strike called 
for by the Australian Council of 
Trade Unions. 

It is incredibly important that 
workers and unions are joining 
the September 20 climate strike 
in greater numbers. The momen-
tum from student organising, 
especially at USYD, has spilled 
into the staff union, the Nation-
al Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU). Inspired by the school 
kids and the NTEU’s actions last 
Climate Strike, unions covering 
nurses, wharfies, construction 
workers, and office workers will 
be mobilising for September 20. 
Pro-worker demands for public 
renewables and climate jobs are 
essential to building an unstop-
pable worker-student alliance for 
climate action. 

We must learn the right les-
sons from the shock Liberal win 
at the Federal election. The elec-
tion saw a swing to the right in 
regions like the Hunter that de-
pend on coal and mining. They 
felt threatened by the idea that 
“climate action” only meant clos-
ing mines and leaving those pop-
ulations to subsist. 

Why we need strikes to win
Sofie Nicolson

Artworks by Charlotte Dennis
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The high school strikers drew 
the right conclusions from the 
election, adopting a new demand, 
to fund a just transition and job 
creation for fossil fuel workers. 

High school strikers have 
also recognised that they need 
to show solidarity with workers 
fighting against vicious industri-
al relations laws that restrict the 
ability to strike to improve wages 
or fight climate change. The Mor-
rison Government’s ‘Ensuring 
Integrity Bill’ is a vicious attack 
on union and worker organising 

Hope in the fight against the cli-
mate emergency lies in resistance. 
The school strike movement is tak-
ing the lead globally, giving people 
confidence in taking mass, radical 
action. The coming global Climate 
Strike will mobilise millions of stu-
dents in high schools and universi-
ties and hundreds of thousands of 
workers for climate action.

The movement began humbly. 
In August 2018, Greta Thunberg, 
a then 15-year-old high school 
student, went on strike from her 
school every Friday to protest out-
side the Swedish parliament. De-
manding her government agree 
to the Paris climate accords, other 
kids soon joined her in a rolling 
wave of Friday student strikes 
across Europe. 

At the first global school strike 
on March 15 this year, 1.6 million 
students went on strike in the larg-
est global climate action. A handful 
of university students and work-
ers joined them, including 1500 
at Sydney University. The FGBT 
trade union confederation in Bel-
gium also called on their members 
to join. The vision, confidence and 
mobilisation demonstrated by this 
strike has been a lightning rod for 
further climate action such as the 
Extinction Rebellion protests in 
London in April. 

As politicians and corporations 
continue to destroy the planet, high 
schoolers have called for another 
global Climate Strike this Friday, 
September 20, asking university 
students and workers to join them. 

The strike, targeting the UN Climate 
Action Summit in late September, 
is expected to be even bigger than 
the last, with over 125 countries ex-
pected to participate and numbers 
to swell. The New York City public 
school system is allowing students 
to strike and the British Trade Union 
Congress has called for a 30-minute 
workplace stoppage. Amazon work-
ers in the US will be striking against 
their company’s climate inaction. 

When facing the enormous ma-
chinery of global capitalism, history 
shows that mass movements based 
in workers’ power can triumph. We 
must strike to end global warm-
ing and climate apartheid. When 
we do so, on September 20, we do 
so knowing we are part of a global 
movement.

A global movement
Owen Marsden-Redford

that threatens to allow the courts 
to ban anyone from being a un-
ion official who breaches unfair 
laws or even fills out financial 
forms incorrectly and to de-reg-
ister unions for similar offences. 
This would give the government 
a further weapon to enforce the 
restrictions on legitimate strike 
action. If workers are to strike on 
the scale we need for September 
20 and beyond, these laws must 
be smashed. 

The commitment from Spread-
ing The Climate Strike and the 

high school strikers to pro-work-
er demands have helped to in-
spire workers to join September 
20. It will be an action that se-
verely shakes the climate vandal-
ising Morrison Government. And 
when workers defy the anti-union 
laws by striking on May 1, 2020, 
we in the climate movement need 
to join them. Students can spark 
a flame of strike mobilization 
among workers. As one Victorian 
Trades Hall placard says, we have 
a simple choice: break the rules or 
break the planet.

The Spreading the Climate Strike 
campaign recently voted to amend 
our demands to include ‘no nuclear’. 
This decision has spawned useful 
debate in some classes thus it seems 
incumbent to explain why nucle-
ar energy is no solution to climate 
change. 

Recently energy minister Angus 
Taylor called for an inquiry into its 
potential to solve Australia’s power 
needs. Despite previous attempts 
by conservative MPs to introduce 
nuclear power, and despite our 
country holding the world’s largest 
known uranium reserves and be-
ing its third-largest global exporter, 
Australia has never had civil nuclear 
power. This is a good thing.

Nuclear power is often lauded 
as a ‘clean’ and ‘efficient’ source of 
energy with no greenhouse gasses. 
This is misleading. While nuclear 
fission itself produces no CO2, the 
emissions of the whole nuclear cy-
cle – uranium mining, transport and 
enrichment, construction and de-
construction of stations, and waste 
disposal – are some 25 times greater 
than from wind.  

Nuclear energy is not renewa-
ble but requires fuel from uranium. 
Uranium mining is extremely de-
structive. Like all mining, it entails 
the pillaging of aboriginal land but, 
unlike coal, it creates radioactive 
‘sand’ that can be inhaled and con-
taminate waterways, often near ab-
original communities. The gigalitres 
of water nuclear energy requires per 
year also become radioactive. 

Globally some 250 000 tones of 
high-level radioactive waste have 
already been produced, some of 
which has a half-life of one million 
years. No country has solved the 
problem of waste and almost every 
nuclear facility has a history of leak-
age or dumping. In 2016, the Lib-
eral government proposed to bury 
13% of the world’s nuclear waste in 
South Australia.

Radiation causes mutation in 
cells, leading to problems like can-
cer and cystic fibrosis. It poses ma-
jor safety concerns for workers in 
the nuclear industry and their sur-
rounding communities. Even with-
in ‘safe’ levels, workers risk a 20% 
increased chance of developing can-
cer after 50 years’ exposure.

These dangers are minor com-
pared to the risk of nuclear disasters, 
of which there have been many. The 
accidents at Chernobyl and Fukush-
ima can be reduced to cost-cutting, 
mismanagement, human error and 
technical failures. While this seems 
to imply that it is not the technology 
but human interference which is to 
blame, we cannot divorce the tech-
nology from its social circumstanc-
es: Capitalism forces companies to 
cut corners to save money and lie to 
save face, exponentially increasing 
the risk of disaster. 

The link between nuclear power 
and weapons is another significant 
cause for objection. Nuclear pow-
er was first used to fund and dis-
guise the production of weapons. 
Australia began mining uranium 
in the 1950s to supply the USA and 
UK with fuel for weapons. While 
the enrichment levels of uranium 
needed for nuclear power and 
weapons differ, the process and 
facilities required are the same 
thus any country capable of en-
riching uranium for power can 
do so for weapons. 

Finally, nuclear power is 
far more expensive than 
wind and solar power 
and extremely slow to 
construct. It takes be-
tween 10-20 years to 
build a nuclear facil-
ity, potentially longer 
in Australia given we 
have no existing nu-
clear industry. This 
far exceeds the time-
frame necessary to act 

on global warming. A 2016 Royal 
Commission in South Australia 
found nuclear was not a viable op-
tion there purely on these grounds.

The reason we have not already 
been subjected to nuclear power 
in Australia is due to mass mobili-
sations in the 70s and 80s against 
uranium mining and nuclear power. 
Significantly, these movements in-
volved workers taking industrial ac-
tion including a nation-wide strike 
by the Australian Railways Union 
and a 24-hour strike by the Water-
side Workers’ Union. This kind of 
action is what our current climate 
movement must work towards. Nu-
clear energy cannot be part of the 
transition away from high-emis-
sions energy sources, but we can 
and must learn from the history of 
resistance against it if we wish to 
end fossil fuel use and fully transi-
tion to renewable energy.  

Why not nuclear? 
Words and artwork by Thandiwe Bethune
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