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Living in Sydney or Australia more 
generally over the past two years 

has begun to feel eerily apocalyptic. 
Narratives of climate disaster are 
starting to unfold: the 2019-2020 fires, 
growing economic inequality and most 
recently the widespread flooding of 
south east Queensland, and New South 
Wales. Suddenly, the climate crisis is 
shaping the lives of many across the 
country, making it harder for those in 

power to ignore the impacts of these 
disasters.

However, our government 
is showing no signs of enacting 
meaningful climate policy. To make 
matters worse, even if greenhouse gas 
emissions stopped today, the global 
average temperature would stay 
elevated for at least a thousand years.

By Nelson Crossley

ALSO IN THIS EDITION:Real Utopias

There is a reason why the Left is often 
attracted to social science. Generating 

systematic knowledge about the social 
world is essential to thinking about a 
better future, whether in the context of 
systemic transformations like climate 
action or formulating individual policy 
and political decisions. Yet many on the 
Left increasingly deny the need for such a 
systematic approach to social reality.
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IN THIS EDITION

The Gig Guide
Looking for a way to fill your evenings? 
New to Sydney and keen to get a lay of the 
land? Look no further than your weekly 
gig guide, where we’ll hunt down all the 
best live music and arts events for the 
upcoming week.

Honi Soit is published on the stolen 
land of the Gadigal People of the Eora 
Nation. Sovereignty was never ceded; 
the invasion of this land was, and still 
is, a process of immense violence, 
destruction, and theft.

The Editors of Honi Soit 
acknowledge the suffering caused 
by ongoing colonial structures and 
commit to confronting the political, 
economic, legal and social systems 
which continue to oppress First 
Nations people.

As a collective, we acknowledge 
that we are each living, writing, and 
working on stolen Gadigal, Dharawal 
and Darug land. Further, the university 
which we attend is an inherently 
colonial institution, one which upholds 
the systems of knowledge and power 
that  have caused deep harm and pain 
on this continent. 

As a student newspaper which 
operates and distributes within such 
an institution, we have a responsibility 
to remain conscious of, and actively 

combat, complicity in colonisation.
It is important to recognise that 

First Nations people have, since 1788, 
resisted and survived colonial violence.
Our newspaper needs to platform 
the voices of this ongoing resistance, 
truly valuing and heeding Indigenous 
knowledge and perspectives. 

Honi has stood on stolen land 
since its inception 93 years ago; 
embedded in the history of this paper 
is the tireless resistance to oppressive, 
colonial structures within society by 

First Nations writers, contributors 
and editors —  it is our duty to uphold 
their legacy, champion their voices, 
and continue to fight for First Nations 
justice. 

We pay our deepest respect to 
Elders both past and present, and 
extend that respect to all First Nations 
students, staff, and readers of Honi Soit.

Always was, and always will be 
Aboriginal land.

By Sam Randle
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I am captivated by the future. Atop 
a backdrop of truly apocalyptic 

circumstances, thinking about the future 
is both escapism and catharsis. Imagining 
what may happen (given sufficient time 
and effort) is an antidote to the tragedies 
of the present.

Now, I’m not one to have blind 
faith that things will go well. On the 
contrary, the advancement of human 
and non-human flourishing requires 
great empathy, meticulous planning, 
and attention to detail. It does not come 
about through dumb luck nor unjustified 
conservatism. If we are to get things right, 
we need to dream about, strategise, and 
fight for the future we want.

This edition of Honi is the ‘optimistic 
futures’ edition. I asked our amazing 
reporter group to think about what things 
might look like if we ‘got it right’. How any 
given reporter interpreted this prompt is 
unique, and that’s entirely the point. Honi 
has always been a place for students to 
stake their claim, voice their opinions, 
and make demands of the future. 

In his article ‘Real Utopias’ (contained 
within), Swapnik Sanagavarapu discusses 
the work of the late-Marxist Erik Olin 
Wright and the methods available to the 
Left for turning a political vision into 
reality. The first step is diagnosis and 
critique. Second, we determine viability. 
Finally, we must develop a theory of 
transformation by identifying who may 
enact the change. You will see Wright’s 
work echoed across this edition. While no 
single piece is a comprehensive blueprint 
for utopia, each writer has latched onto a 
different part of the process.

Between our two covers, you will find 
the hopes and dreams of students across 
campus. They are unified by a progressive 
vision that addresses social justice issues 
along many important dimensions. 
Our feature article by Nelson Crossley 
explores the future of Sydney should it 
prioritise building resilience to climate 
change. Ariana Haghighi reflects on the 
devastating loss of Compulsory Student 
Unionism and how it could be reintroduced 
in the modern context. Joshua Krook 
analyses the abdication of universities 
from their moral responsibilities in the 
context of military partnerships. I write 
on colonial understandings of space travel 
and how the game Barotrauma invites 
us to imagine an alternative. Finally, we 
trialed automating the paper by letting a 
GPT-3 algorithm write some comedy.

After reading this edition, I hope you’ll 
feel more optimistic about the future. 
Make no mistake, the challenges ahead 
are complex and (at times) overwhelming. 
By writing and reading about them we 
take one step toward overcoming them.

I want to personally thank everyone 
who wrote for Honi this week. This paper 
is nothing without the contributions of 
the student body; your incisive critiques 
and fervour for independent student 
journalism form part of the solution.

To our readers, I invite you to join 
us by writing about your vision for the 
future. You need look no further than 
what happens on campus. This is your 
university and you should be fearless in 
transforming it into what it ought to be. 
Together, we can win.

Dear Ed(ess) [sic],

I’ve just noticed that 
your archives aren’t 

exactly a case of your cup 
runneth over.

My father died back in December 
2005, about 43 years before you were born 
(scuse the mathematical inaccuracy- ol’ 
Filby, my high school maths teacher, 
said I wouldn’t amount to much) and 
that makes me older than either of your 
grandparents (on the assumption they’ve 
been born, of course!). 

Going through some old stuff of his I 
found a May Day 1968 Honi Soit edition. 
Now, you may not believe this, maam, 
but this was before PC language and the 
thought police got hold of your one-eyed 
trouser snake and turned it into a faux 
map of Tasmania, and so you may find 
much of this fabulously funny material 
way too much for your delicate snow-
flake ears. 

Notwithstanding your super-evolved 
progressive 21st century sensitivities I’d 
like to make this rare edition available for 
you to COPY to your archives. Of course, 
you won’t find it funny and will certainly 
find it offensive (mainly because your 
sense of humour was last located at 44-
46 Parramatta Road Glebe somewhere 
between 1997 and 2002, never having 
seen the light of reality since!) and so 
will ban the plebs viewing it in order to 
protect them from exposure to...to...oh, 
the committee hasn’t decided the reason 
yet...look, you don’t have to give a reason 
because you’re in charge now (Life’s 
lesson #1).

Would you like to take a thrill ride to 
when USyd students could actually write? 
It will cost you. Nothing is for free, lads (if 
there are any more of the genuine variety 
left in your office!) and ladesses. I don’t 
come cheap, by the way: negotiations 
begin at a beer, a steak sandwich and 
some intelligent conversation.

For a cock-tease of its front page, see 
attachment.

UnPC yours (and possibly up yours),
Marc Kay - Arts XVII

Dear Editors (again),
Don’t worry as I’ve just seen that 

Fisher actually has this ‘68 edition. Odd 
that you didn’t list it on your archives 
page.

Insults still are apposite, though.
Regards,

A much older Marc - Arts XVII 

Editors note: Marc is referring to the 
satirical backpage of a ‘68 edition of Honi 
Soit, a copy of which is freely available 
from the University Library. The Honi Soit 
website links users directly to their digital 
archive.

Due to the limits of our webserver,  only 
the last 15 years of editions are stored for 
download on our website. Scanned copies 
of the first 3 years after first publish in 1929 
are also available. 

We offer our condolences to Marc for 
his father’s passing and commend him 
ultimately on his eventual research skills.

 In the weekly column 
where we air an ill 
thought-out hot take, 
Sam Randle lets loose!

Do you know the 
problem with the 
contemporary left? We 

don’t understand how to diversify our 
moral investments. It’s all revolution 
this, overthrow the government that. 
Where’s the Plan B? Putting all your eggs 
in one revolutionary basket is cringe! 
Luckily, I’m here to tell you how to hedge 
your moral bets for when the revolution 

fails.
At the risk of alienating all 

progressives from this point forward, I’m 
going to borrow a concept from finance. 
You see, in the investment world, there’s 
a concept called the barbell strategy. 
The general idea is that instead of 
taking a medium risk by betting on the 
medium-term in the financial market, we 
should invest in both the (safe and well-
understood) short-term and (risky and 
poorly-understood) long-term. A general 
rule of thumb is 80% short-term, 20% 
long-term.

The logic of the barbell suggests 
that by limiting our investments in risky 
assets, we have a maximum known loss 
(of say 20%). So then, if they don’t work 
out, at least your 80% (likely) paid off. 
However, there is the potential for that 
long-term bet to go exponential. In other 
words, the risk is asymmetrical: it’s zero 
or the moon, baby.

As revolutionaries, we are making 
some big bets on the long-term future 
without balancing our barbell. Tsk 
tsk. Any risk-sensitive radical should 
therefore be concerned with the short-
term as well. When we fail to overthrow 
the system, we damn well better ensure 
we did some good along the way.

We need sound investment in reliable 
activities with known moral outcomes 
to balance our activism’s uncertainty. 
Fortunately, there are some excellent 
ways to do this, and GiveWell has done 
the research for us. If you’re looking 
for the best lives/$ value in the charity 
market, GiveWell has you covered. I’m 
talking Malaria Consortium, Helen 
Keller International, Sightsavers, and 
GiveDirectly - not those Facebook 
fundraisers or GoFundMe.

Now, moral investments behave 
differently from financial ones. What 
does an 80/20 split look like? Well, your 
time is money. Consider how much you 
can work (and thus donate) and to what 
extent your activism detracts from that 

capacity (and vice versa). Everyone’s 
80/20 split will play out differently. The 
point is you should be doing both while 
leaning heavily into (productive) charity. 
Maybe start with eight hours working to 
donate and two towards activism.

But Sam, you say, isn’t acting as 
an individual like this very neoliberal? 
Shouldn’t we fight for systemic change? 
And to that, I say yes; but it won’t 
be me who achieved nothing in the 
advancement of human flourishing if the 
revolution fails. Have a backup, friend: 
trust in the barbel. 

Dear Editors,
[REDACTED AS HOUSEMATES READ 

THE PAPER]... so, is my housemate evil?

Dear victimised reader,
Wow, a whole chicken!? Look such 

a manoeuvre, while ghastly to witness, 
could be considered impressive, 
albeit still questionably legal, in other 
circumstances. However, to do so 
multiple times, and with live chickens, 
is feral, inhumane and immoral. We’ve 
referred this matter to the Police, so yes, 
your housemate(s) are evil.

Sincerely,
Genuinely concerned Editors. 

The Vanguard
30 March / 7pm Stevan 
w/Breakfast Road + Zion 
Garcia
3 April / 6pm Afro Moses 

The Michael 
Spence Column for 
Disagreeing Well*

Is my housemate evil?

Got your own dilemma? Submit 
them here: https://tinyurl.com/
evilhousemate

Letters
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‘Fuck you, ScoMo’ : Thousands gather at PM’s doorstep to 
protest climate injustice
Misbah Ansari reports. 

Around 3000 protesters joined the 
Global Climate Strike at Kirribilli 

House organised by School Strike 4 
Climate on Friday 25 March. Several 
contingents gathered on Cammeraygal 
Land outside Prime Minister Morrison’s 
residence to demand immediate climate 
action, including 100 per cent publicly 
owned renewables by 2030, and a just 
transition for fossil fuel workers.

The University of Sydney sent 
the largest contingent, with over 200 
participants. Contingents  from Gender 
and Cultural Studies, Linguistics, STEM 
and the School of Architecture, Design 
and Planning met at Fisher library before 
marching to the protest spot.

USyd SRC General Secretary and 
Enviro Collective member Alana 
Ramshaw spoke outside Fisher Library 
about Indigenous people facing the brunt 
of climate change.

“Kiribati, Tuvalu, the Maldives, and 
the Marshall Islands are drowning under 
rising tides and their people are being left 
with no choice but to relocate, the sea is 
eating their shores. These countries are 
on the frontlines facing our resource 

greed,” she said.
USyd National Tertiary Education 

Union (NTEU) Branch president Nick 
Riemer and USyd Enviro Collective 
member Marcus Langdale both 
emphasised the reckless amount of coal 
and fossil fuel projects undertaken by the 
Government.

Protestors then marched to Kirribilli 
House, merging with the school strikers 
and contingents from UWS and UTS. 
“Fuck you ScoMo” and “People united 
will never be defeated” they chanted. 
Several inflatables of ScoMo’s face were 
placed in the vicinity of his residency, 
inscribed with the message “Scotty Coal 
4Eva”. 

Thomas Mayor, the Maritime Union 
of Australia (MUA) National Indigenous 
Officer, reminded the crowd at Kirribilli 
House of the government’s negligence 
towards Torres Strait Islanders’ loss of 
homes due to the rising sea levels.

“We remember the name of our 
ancestors before colonisation and can 
see their bones in the waters. I say, 
Scott Morrison, your time is up,” Mayor 
said. He also extended his respect and 
appreciation to the union workers who 

have relentlessly pursued climate action.
Mayor condemned Santos’ move 

to build gas wells in the Pilliga, saying 
it  “wants to take away our futures”. He 
also talked about the powerful work of 
Gomeroi people to collectively oppose 
Santos’ actions.

The organisers foreshadowed the 
follow-up action taking place on 8 April 
at the Federal Court to protest against 
Santos’ attempts to revoke Gomeroi 
native title. “Always was, always will be, 
Aboriginal land,” shouted the crowd.

Letters from school strikers living 
on Gundungurra and Thawarawal lands 
(Bowral) who could not travel to Sydney 
were read aloud by the strikers. They 
provided accounts of the devastating 
floods in March 2022 which have led to 
the loss of residences and livelihoods.

Lola, one of the strikers from Bowral, 
described the flaming orange and smoky 
skies caused by the 2020 bushfires. She 
condemned the government’s “empty 
handshakes” and reiterated that “the 
youth are louder than ever before”.

Beatrix Jones, another student 
from Bowral whose house was flooded, 
recalled how “she was stuck at home and 

her mom’s friend was stuck at a camp 
for two days”. In the face of continued 
catastrophic weather events, Jones asked 
the audience how long we will have to 
fight for climate action. 

The last stretch of the protest 
comprised of an open mic for primary 
and high school students. “It was so 
scary to wear masks even during the 
bushfires because of the air quality”, said 
an 11-year-old student from Alexandria 
Park Community School.

The momentum of this rally will be 
carried on through collective action on 8 
April, May Day, and another prospective 
strike on 29 April.

Women’s Collective hold speak-out against sexual violence 
ahead of NSSS release

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AMAN KAPOOR.

Over 500 academics sign international open 
letter demanding fossil fuel-free research
Amelia Koen reports.

Over 500 academics from more 
than 125 universities across the 

globe signed an open letter calling on 
universities to ban funding from fossil-
fuel companies for climate-related 
research on Monday 21 March.

Spearheading the new campaign 
Fossil Free Research, the letter argues 
that collaborative partnerships between 
universities and fossil fuel companies 
compromises academic freedom. It 
emphasises  that researchers must be 
free to “determine their own research 
agendas, speak their minds, and declare 
their findings without fear of censorship”. 

The campaign’s agenda includes 
“end[ing] the toxic influence of fossil 
fuel money on climate change-related 
research in universities” through the 
coordinated efforts of climate activists, 
international student divestment, 
climate experts, academics, and 
university members.

According to the letter, the issue is not 
the integrity of academics as individuals, 
but rather, “it is with the systemic issue 
posed by the context in which academics 
must work, one where fossil fuel industry 
funding can taint critical climate-related 
research.” The press release further cites 
the fossil fuel industry’s long history of 
spreading climate disinformation, and 
backing anti-climate lobbying groups.

“For climate research to be truly in 
the public good, it must be free from 
the ties of the special interest groups 
that put us here in the first place,” said 
one signatory, Associate Professor of 
Paleoecology and Plant Ecology at the 
University of Maine Dr Jacquelyn Gill.

The letter calls on wealthy 
governments and universities to 
commit to supporting fossil-free climate 
research, and suggests that these 
partnerships undermine the climate 
action commitments of universities and 
compromise their reputations. Describing 
the business model of the fossil fuel 
industry as one that is “diametrically 
opposed to science-led climate action”. 

Prominent signatories and figures 
in the global scientific community 
include the lead author of the third IPCC 
Assessment Report Michael Mann, senior 
IPCC member and 2007 Nobel Peace 
Prize Winner Gary Yohe, lead author 
of the sixth IPCC Assessment Report 
Julia Steinberger, renowned biochemist 
Sir Thomas Blundell, and a recipient of 
the 2020 Nobel Prize in Physics, Robert 
Penrose. Academics from the University 
of Sydney were also among the letter’s 
distinguished signatories. 

 “Higher education is supposed to 
take science seriously and care about 
young people’s futures,” says Illana 
Cohen, a student activist and organiser 
with Fossil Fuel Divest Harvard and 
Cambridge Climate Justice. 

 “Our universities are enabling the 
companies condemning us to a world of 
climate catastrophe and injustice.” 

The letter  points to the 
‘greenwashing’ effect of universities in 
accepting climate-research funding from 
the fossil fuel companies, where they 
“inadvertently provide these companies 
with much-needed scientific and 
cultural legitimacy.” Fossil Free Research 
labels this phenomena as a “veneer of 
credibility” which distracts from the 
continued investment by fossil fuel 
companies in the industry, rather than 

transitioning to green energy.

Between 2010 and 2018, Shell 
reportedly committed only 1 per cent of 
its long-term investments to renewable, 
low-carbon energy such as wind and 
solar. In their annual report from 2020, 
Shell allegedly produced an equivalent of 
1377 million tonnes of carbon emissions. 
In the same year, Forbes reported that 
the company’s annual sales were at 311.6 
billion US dollars.  

Bob Ward, policy director at the 
Grantham Research Institute on Climate 
Change and the Environment from the 
London School of Economics, argued in 
The Guardian that fossil fuel companies 
which “are genuinely committed to the 
transition, including net zero emissions, 
can and should receive help from 
university researchers.” However, he also 
warns that they “should be careful about 
accepting funding directly or indirectly 
from oil, gas and coal companies that 
are not genuinely committed to the 
clean energy transition and which 
are attempting to greenwash their 
reputations.” 

Signatory Peter Kalmus from NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory and the UCLA 
Joint Institute for Regional Earth System 
Science and Engineering, also reiterates 
the role of universities as “ensuring the 
integrity of research that shapes public 
discourse and policy making”. 

 “Our universities must be climate 
leaders, not climate laggards,” he says. 

The University of Sydney has a history 
of symbiotic relationships with fossil fuel 
companies. For example, the University 
had at least $360.37 million indirectly 
invested in fossil fuel companies such as 
Santos, BHP and Tinto in 2020.

USyd 
receives 
$8.5 million 
Mosman 
home from 
alumnus
Zara Zadro reports.

A Mosman house left to the University 
of Sydney by alumnus Kathleen 

Laurence has been listed for AUD $8.5 
million, ahead of its auction in early 
April. Laurence bequeathed the home 
along with $700,000 to the university 
in 1972, when she died of a heart attack, 
under the condition that her sister 
Angela ‘Joy’ Laurence be granted a life 
interest in the property. The double-
block, four-bedroom house across the 
road from Sirius Cove Beach is now on 
the market after Joy’s passing last year. 

The property will likely sell for “vastly 
more” than it would have half a century 
ago when it goes to auction on 13 April, 
according to Domain. While the average 
house price in Mosman in 1977 was 
$57,500, that figure now sits at $4.75 
million, having risen 16.1 per cent last 
year alone. 

The house is “like a living museum to 
life in the early 1970s,” according to 
selling agent Cameron Scott, of McGrath. 
Records show Ms Laurence purchased 
the house in 1957 for £9,750, adding 
the adjoining block of bushland to the 
property two years later for 10 shillings. 

Laurence has made several other 
contributions to the University since she 
graduated with a Master of Arts in the 
late 1930s, including the establishment 
of the Theresa G Makinson Prize in 
Horticulture. At the time of her death, 
the University established the G. A. M 
Heydon Memorial fund in accordance 
with her wishes to honour her cousin 
Dr George Heydon, Australia’s first 
parasitologist. 

Laurence was a teacher at Mudgee 
High School and a librarian at Sydney 
Boys High School before she died in 
August 1972. 

In 2019, the University of Sydney 
received $79.9 million in philanthropic 
contributions, of its total $457.7 million 
in private-source income. Figures for 
2020 and 2021 are yet to be released. 

Vivienne Guo reports.

At midday on  Tuesday 22 March, 
the University of Sydney Women’s 

Collective (WoCo) held a snap rally in 
protest of ongoing sexual violence on 
campus. The protest, which took place 
in front of Fisher Library, preempted 
the release of the long-awaited 2021 
National Student Safety Survey (NSSS) 
which will be released tomorrow on 23 
March 2022. The NSSS ran across the 
Australian university sector in late 2021.

USyd SRC Women’s Officers 
Madeleine Clark and Monica McNaught-
Lee held an open mic for the protest, 
which drew a crowd of around 20 
students. The demands of the Women’s 
Collective included the dismantling of 
residential colleges, better resources and 
funding for survivor support on campus, 
and supporting feminist demands in 
the National Tertiary Education Union’s 
(NTEU) log of claims to fight for better 
working conditions for women and non-
cis men. 

“We don’t need a survey to tell us 
these statistics. We’ve been telling the 
university for many years that sexual 
assault is rife on campus, particularly 

on [sic] the colleges,” said Clark, 
highlighting the long-held frustrations 
of campus feminist activists across the 
continent who have been demanding that 
universities take meaningful systemic 
action to end sexual violence.

The first NSSS, released in 2017, 
found that 1 in 5 university students 
have experienced sexual violence in a 
university setting.

Additionally, Lee says that 
the 2021 NSSS will not make any 
recommendations, in a similar fashion to 
the 2016 NSSS. 

“If the University actually gave a 
fuck about students we wouldn’t be 
having this conversation,” said Lee, who 
pointed out that there have already been 
several investigations, including the Red 

Zone Report released by End Rape on 
Campus in 2018, into sexual violence on 
university campuses which have all had 
similar findings. 

“[Universities] repeatedly ignore and 
sweep under the rug things that students 
say.”

The snap protest drew attention 
to WoCo’s long-standing campaign to 
dismantle USyd’s residential colleges 
and repurpose them as safe, affordable 
student housing. Speakers argued that 
colleges reflect the worst of rape culture 
and privilege on campus.

SRC General Secretary Alana 
Ramshaw also criticised privatised 
student accommodation providers 
such as Iglu and UniLodge as “the 
neoliberalism of education and housing 
manifest.” In particular, Ramshaw 
highlighted the “egregiously financially 
exploitative” nature of private student 
accommodation, which also “predate 
on international students as some of 
the most vulnerable students on our 
campus.”

“Management at UniLodge has flatly 
refused to give [residential assistants] 
adequate support or training for 

responding to disclosures, because they 
don’t care about students and they don’t 
care about women. All they care about is 
profit,” said Ramshaw.

Following a two year delay in the 
wake of COVID-19, the 2021 NSSS was 
commissioned by Universities Australia 
as part of the Respect. Now. Always 
initiative. This is the second survey 
to be released as part of the Respect. 
Now. Always. initiative, with the first 
survey released in 2017 being criticised 
by feminist activists on university 
campuses for its methodological errors, 
reliance on quantitative data and lack of 
recommendations to tertiary institutions.“‘We don’t need a survey 

to tell us these statistics. 
We’ve been telling the 

university for many years 
that sexual assault is rife 

on campus...’”

Khanh Tran reports.

In what was an unusually short USU 
Board Meeting tucked in the Cullen 
Room, the Board debated the merits of 
a review on its investment portfolio and 
hailed its performance over what was a 
packed month for live performances and 
C&S events. 

Dispute over the need for an 
investment strategy review.

Despite a largely routine Board 
Meeting, CEO Andrew Mills and 
Honorary Treasurer Ben Hines disagreed 
significantly over the extent to which 
the organisation should review its 
investments. 

“I don’t fully agree with the 
conclusions that you’ve come to,” 
said Mills. “I have no problem with 
the recommendation with respect to 
continuing review of the investment 
strategy.”

Mills cited an allegedly “extremely 
strong” investment performance in 
2021, “in excess of 24 months of market 
growth on funding”. Mills went on to say 
that Hines and the Board should analyse 
its investment funds in the context of 
the recent floods’ adverse impact on 
inflation. He noted that such a review 

should consider investment performance 
over “three to five years” instead of a 
shorter time frame. 

“I’m very comfortable with those 
investments at this point in time,” Mills 
continued.

“What I’m not comfortable with is 
that the Board has not, at this point 
in time, considered our risk exposure 
rules; whether or not investments at the 
moment meet risk tolerance, and whether 
or not we wish to review the investment 
manager in that respect.”

Following a lively discussion, USU 
President Prudence Wilkins-Wheat said 
she felt that the investment review had 
not yet been “laid out”, with questions 
hanging over the review’s objectives. 
She suggested bringing the review up to 
the USU Finance Committee for further 
deliberations.  

Debunking a dodgy laptop 
giveaway 

In the past week, the USU has faced 
questions over the origins of an A-frame 
featuring the giveaway of “10 laptops 
every day” near the USU premises. A QR 
code on the frame takes students to a 
form containing a single identification 
question. According to Mills, the A-frame 

issue was brought to the Board’s attention 
by Honorary Secretary Belinda Thomas 
who was lauded for her swift notification. 

Mills outlined the measures that the 
organisation is taking to rectify the issue 
and curtail the spread of the potentially 
fraudulent program.

“We are running through all the 
primary ISPs [Internet Service Providers] 
to block and dismantle it,” said Mills.

“I’ve also alerted the University Chief 
Marketing Communications Officer to 
progress trademark registration for USU 
because our logo also includes a crest 
and therefore we need to submit an 
application to submit [an] application to 
IP Australia.”

Gigs, Glitter Gala success, and a 
nod to Honi 

The Board highlighted the success 
of its series of live performances and 
concerts throughout the month, with the 
CEO mentioning Honi’s reviews of Tyne-
James Organ’s alternative rock number, 
Emo Nite, and a plethora of other events 
at Manning Bar. Mills also noted an 
upcoming classical music performance 
paying homage to Chopin at the Holme 
Building. 

Similarly, Nick Comino, holder of the 

USU Board Meeting: Gigs, A-frames and 
questions about investments

Queer Portfolio, spoke on the success of 
the USU’s Glitter Gala event two weeks 
ago, congratulating the Board on a 
packed night. 

Following these discussions, the Board 
promptly went in-camera after just under 
half an hour’s worth of deliberations. 
Whether this development is positive for 
the Board Directors’ campaign promises 
for a more transparent USU remains 
unclear.

University exceeds 1000 COVID-19 case alerts this semester
Samuel Garrett reports.

The University of Sydney has 
issued over 1000 COVID-19 case 

location notifications this semester. 
The Abercrombie Business School has 
received over 70 case notifications, the 
most of any campus building.

Following the Abercrombie building 
in case notifications is Carslaw, the 
New Law complex, Susan Wakil Health 
Building, Education Building, Fisher 
Library, Quadrangle, Charles Perkins 

Centre, Old Teachers’ College and Jane 
Foss Russell Building.

The vast majority of campus buildings 
have now received at least one case 
notification.

Case notifications rose from over 160 
in Week 1 to over 274 in Week 4. Monday 
21 March has the single-day record for the 
highest number of locations to receive a 
COVID-19 case notification with 76. 

The last seven days of campus 
COVID-19 location alerts are reported 

online by the University’s COVID 
Taskforce and updated daily.

A complete picture of the spread 
of COVID-19 among the student body 
remains unclear since one case may 
be responsible for multiple alerts, and 
students are only required to notify the 
COVID Taskforce if they have attended 
campus while infectious.

Most units are now delivered in-
person on campus, though many classes 
remain online, including large lectures. 
In line with eased government guidelines, 

masks are no longer required in most 
indoor campus settings and there are no 
capacity limits for teaching.

COVID-19 case numbers across 
New South Wales are rising ahead of an 
expected peak in April.

If you receive a positive COVID 
result and have been on campus within 
72 hours prior to taking the test and/or 
while showing symptoms, inform the 
University’s COVID Taskforce and note 
the dates, times and locations you visited 
while on campus.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY VIVIENNE GUO
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‘UNACCEPTABLE AND DEVASTATING’: 1 IN 6 REPORT 
SEXUAL HARRASSMENT IN NATIONAL STUDENT SURVEY

CW: This article mentions sexual 
harassment and sexual assault. 

The National Student Safety Survey 
(NSSS) is separated into national and 

institutional components, with each of 
Australia’s 40 universities, including the 
University of Sydney, releasing their own 
report. Compiled by the Social Research 
Centre, a subsidiary of the Australian 
National University (ANU), it follows the 
first survey conducted by the Australian 
Human Rights Commission in 2016. 

At the national level, a staggering 
one in six students (16.1 per cent) report 
having experienced sexual harassment 
during their university years. Additionally, 
one in twenty (4.5 per cent) said that they 
endured a sexual assault incident.

The report highlighted persistent 
issues facing students attempting to seek 
support and report sexual violence. Only 
5.6 per cent of students who were sexually 
assaulted and 3 per cent of students who 
were sexually harrassed made a formal 
complaint. Half of all respondents had 
little to no knowledge about how to report 
an incident. 

Although shocked by the scale of the 
report’s findings, students argue they were 
expected given universities’ inaction. This 
was the case for End Rape On Campus’ 
(EROC) Founder Sharna Bremner. 

“These findings, while unacceptable 
and devastating, aren’t surprising at all,” 
she said in a statement to Honi. 

“We know that universities have failed 
to invest in data-driven, expert-designed 
and led prevention initiatives, instead 
relying on one-off, check-box exercises 
like ‘Consent Matters’ modules that have 
no evidence base at all.” 

The report also notes the intersectional 
nature of sexual assault and harassment, 
with women, non-binary, and transgender 
students more likely to suffer from sexual 
crimes, along with disabled students. 
Gay, lesbian, and bisexual students also 
reported higher rates of sexual assault: 
two to three times higher than their 
straight counterparts.

It also affirms that cis men are the 
primary perpetrators of sexual assault, 
with over 85 per cent of students 
experiencing sexual assault reporting 
that a man was a perpetrator in their most 
impactful incident.

While sexual violence has occurred 
in many different contexts on campus, 
the key areas of concern included clubs, 
society events and their spaces, as well 
as residential colleges and student 
accommodation.

Read in the national context, USyd 
continues to perform worse in comparison 
to the national average across many areas. 
For instance, the proportion of USyd 
students reporting having experienced 
sexual harassment is higher at 18.5 per 
cent. The true scale of the crisis facing the 
University is difficult to estimate, however, 
due to the comparatively low response 
rate of USyd students. Having received 
only 876 responses, it is the lowest among 
Group of Eight (Go8) institutions. 

Similarly, when it comes to students’ 
willingness to file formal complaints, 
data suggests that USyd students almost 
always do not submit a formal complaint. 
Once again, Sydney performed worse than 
its Group of Eight competitors, even amid 
poor performance at rival institutions.  

One notable omission was a lack of 
any recommendation in the NSSS to 
improve the shocking slew of statistics it 
presented, aside from a number of generic 
suggestions compiled from the consensus 
of respondents and victim-survivors.

In other words, nothing much has 
changed. 

Five years on, did USyd fulfil its 
promises to students?

Reacting to the survey, USyd Vice-
Chancellor Mark Scott apologised for the 
survey’s confronting results.

“To every person who has experienced 
sexual harassment or sexual assault, we 
are deeply sorry. Every student has the 
right to feel safe and supported and to be 
treated with respect and dignity, whether 
on campus, online or offshore.”

Although Scott states that the 
University has “taken strong action” – 
including implementing its compulsory 
Consent Matters online module in 2018 
and a suite of consent workshops for SRC 
and USU student leaders – it is uncertain 
if these measures have secured positive 
outcomes. 

Indeed, this is the approach that the 
University of Sydney Union (USU) prefers. 
In a statement, the USU states that it 
recently implemented compulsory online 
sexual harassment and assault training for 
“select clubs”. These programs purport to 
“proactively equip and empower our club 
executives” to better respond to incidents. 

However, given one in four of students’ 
most severe experiences of sexual assault 
occurred at C&S events, steps which go 
beyond online modules are needed to 
address the crisis. 

“A consent module isn’t changing 
anything — as these statistics show,” SRC 
Women’s Officers Madeleine Clark and 
Monica McNaught-Lee said. 

“Most sexual assault perpetrators are 
men and this tells us [that] this is an issue 
of sexism.” 

End Rape On Campus (EROC) Founder 
Sharna Bremner agrees, arguing that “we 
know that these programs are largely 
ineffective and that universities rolled 
these out to give the appearance of 
action.”

“Many of the modules and workshops 
that universities have implemented are 
one-off exercises that research proves 
are more harmful than helpful, and 
many frame the issue of sexual assault 
as a problem that arises because of a 
misunderstanding or miscommunication,” 
Bremner said.

Barriers to seeking support and 
disclosure 

Considering past promises during 
former Vice-Chancellor Michael Spence’s 
term, USyd students’ strong reluctance to 
seek support and file formal complaints 
is a damning indictment of both Spence 
and Scott’s insistence that progressive 
change has occurred. 

Similar to half a decade ago, victims 
and survivors remain hindered by a 
familiar set of factors: fear of reprisals, 
emotional distress, and anxiety that their 
concerns would not be considered as 
“serious enough”. The NSSS found that 
less than half (46 per cent) knew where to 
seek support in an incident; meaning that 
many victims often go unsupported or 
seek support through informal networks 
such as friends. 

Meanwhile, a staggering 70 per 
cent of sexual assault survivors were 
dissatisfied with their institution’s formal 
complaint procedure. These difficulties 
are exacerbated by an ongoing lack of 
awareness, with one in two students 
“know[ing] nothing or very little” about 
formal reporting process for sexual 
harassment and assault. 

Bremner chalks this up to a failure 
on the part of universities: “It speaks 
volumes that so little effort has been put 
into ensuring that students know about 
reporting options and processes”

“But if you don’t actually want to 
address a problem, ensuring that it’s 
difficult to report to you in the first place 
is a great way to sweep it under the rug.”

The context and degree of familiarity 
with perpetrators also serves as a 
powerful deterrent against disclosure, 
with 50 percent of students reporting 

that they knew their perpetrator. Echoing 
2018’s Red Zone Report by End Rape on 
Campus (EROC), the Centre highlighted 
that students often feared retributions 
if they “[spoke] out against their student 
accommodation or residence”.

The NSSS contains several 
testimonials from those who suffered 
from intimate partner violence, including 
from Sonya*, a queer woman who felt that 
reporting would not secure any outcome 
due to a lack of awareness about domestic 
violence in same-sex relationships. 

“I did not ever formally report my 
sexual assault to the University or name 
my perpetrator because I felt it would 
lead to nothing. Because my sexual 
assault occurred in the context of a same-
sex relationship – for a long time I found 
it really difficult to process my assault,” 
she said. 

“While I understand the importance of 
viewing sexual assault in the framework 
of the patriarchy, I wish that education 
at university would incorporate queer 
relationships.”

The complexities involving 
familiarity and shared experiences that 
victims share with perpetrators are thus 
a significant deterrent for survivors in 
disclosing sexual harassment or assault.

According to Clark and McNaught-
Lee, the barriers associated with 

Ellie Stephenson, Khanh Tran and Thomas Sargeant break down the results of the National Student Safety Survey.

submitting a formal complaint are high 
due to  an onerous reporting mechanism 
whose process is rife with uncertainty 
—  and often involves traumatic 
recollections. 

“The process of filing a formal 
complaint is very difficult for survivors. 
Sydney University services, like all 
sections of the university, have been 
defunded,” they said. 

“Survivors need to know that if they 
report their experience they will have 
an outcome, and at the moment that is 
not happening. More than that though, 
survivors need holistic support.” 

Echoing the Women’s Collective 
(WoCo) that the University has not 
enacted sufficient changes to address 
the current crisis, SRC President Lauren 
Lancaster and a number of Collectives 
are demanding that USyd release its 
full report, as the survey currently only 
provides a single page infographic on 
individual universities.

“We condemn the decision of 
Universities Australia to provide 
universities with campus-specific data 
comprising a mere one page infographic,” 
a joint statement from Lancaster, the 
WoCo, Welfare and Education Action 
Group said.

“We call for the full data pack on the 
University of Sydney to be released in the 
public domain.” 

Colleges and student 
accommodation

Residential Colleges and student 
accommodation are once again front-
and-centre in this year’s report. Some 
27 per cent said that they experienced 
sexual assault in a student residence 
setting. Although this number marks a 
fall from 2016’s 34 per cent, the report 
itself conceded that the past two years’ 
COVID-19 lockdowns have “reduced the 
opportunities” for incidents to take place 
at student accommodation. 

As such, these figures have to be 
viewed in the context of incidents 
occurring online instead of in-person, 
with one in ten (12.5 per cent) of incidents 
taking place in online university spaces. 
The NSSS noted that more than half of 
respondents were undertaking online-
only classes particularly in New South 
Wales and Victoria. 

From a macro perspective, the report 
found that 25 per cent of incidents 
occurred at student residences and that 
half of victims knew their perpetrator. 
This is a strong reflection of the pivotal 
role that these institutions play in the 
social life and friendships between 
students. Whether it’s UniLodge, Scape 

or a residential college, these are the 
spaces where managerial deficiencies 
directly correspond with an erosion of 
residents’ welfare.  

Anonymous testimonies such as 
Yasmin’s* give but a small snapshot into 
the gravity and volume of submissions 
that the Centre received.  

“Her perpetrator was our RA 
[Residential Advisor]. She got into the 
middle of the queen-sized bed between 
him and another person who lived with 
us, after drinking. She verbally told him 
no, moved his arms away, kicked him off. 
When he still didn’t stop, she got out of 
the bed and moved to the other side of it, 
so he was in the middle. He then rolled 
over and did the same to the other girl 
in the bed. In the morning he said to my 
friend “I thought it was you the whole 
night.”

The original 2016 AHRC Survey and 
the Broderick Review, which began in 
2017 and concluded in 2018 after a late 
submission from St Paul’s, have provided 
extensive documentation of systemic 
sexual violence. As such, it is likely 
that the stories and data in this report 
represent just the tip of the iceberg.    

Unsurprisingly, USyd’s six residential 
colleges — St Andrew’s, St John’s, St 
Paul’s, Sancta Sophia, Wesley and The 
Women’s College — have all responded 
to the survey’s result. Citing their own 
response to the 2018 Broderick Review 
(now almost five years old) the Colleges 
claimed that they have taken “significant 
steps” to increase the safety of College 
residents. 

Worryingly, the statement from 
the Colleges claims that one of the 
messages they have taken from the 
survey results is that “the overwhelming 
majority of students who lived in student 
accommodation or university residences 
across Australia felt safe and had a strong 
sense of belonging.” 

However, this stands in direct contrast 
with the report’s  findings that those 
living at student accommodation were 
19 per cent more likely to experience 
sexual harassment and that 25 per cent 
of the most severe incidents occurred 
at these residences. The Colleges’ claim 
that these statistics represent sufficient 
progress poses serious questions about 
the threshold which these institutions 
consider success. 

This is despite extensive evidence 
that inappropriate hazing rituals, public 
defecation, systemic sexism and racism 
have been ongoing since Broderick. 
Over the past few years alone, St Paul’s 
Salisbury Bar was temporarily closed in 
2019 after excessive drinking from an 
initiation event, lockdown parties thrived 

amidst isolation, and racist graffiti 
was repeatedly  found on St Andrew’s 
premises.      

Although St Paul’s recently attracted 
headlines for its decision to go co-ed, the 
decision was controversial among alumni 
and residents who voted overwhelmingly 
against the proposal. This is evidence of 

a student accommodation and college 
culture which is still highly resistant to 
change. 

“We need democratic, inexpensive 
and equitable housing for all [students] 
near campus, and that is not a lofty 
goal,” SRC President Lauren Lancaster 
said. “When that happens, we get closer 
to ending rape and sexual violence on 
campus”. 

Recommendations 

In stark contrast to the 2016 AHRC-
backed Survey, the 2021 NSSS did not put 
forward any formal recommendations, 
opting instead to outline general 
recommendations formed from the 
students’ consensus. 

This lack of formal recommendations 
may stem from the fact that unlike the 
last Survey, this year’s NSSS was compiled 
by the Social Research Centre,a wholly-
owned subsidiary of the ANU, instead 
of a political organisation such as the 
Australian Human Rights Commission 
(ARHC). 

Unlike the AHRC, the Centre does not 
wield any statutory powers in holding 
public institutions to account under 
federal anti-discrimination legislation. 
This may explain the absence of formal 
recommendations from the Survey. In 
this context, Universities Australia’s 
2021 NSSS appears to be an exercise 
in knowledge-gathering as opposed to 
enforcing formal changes. 

Following the AHRC’s 

recommendations, Sydney University’s 
residential colleges commissioned 
Elizabeth Broderick AO for their 
Broderick Review. The current NSSS itself 
is a result of the 2016 Survey’s mandate 
for a subsequent national survey, albeit 
after “every three years” instead of the 
five-year period that elapsed between the 
two reports.  

Suggestions given by students span 
across three areas: enhanced campus 
security, comprehensive education, and 
implementing tangible consequences 
for perpetrators. Many students further 
suggested that improved campus safety 
via “24-hour security” with “better 
lighting at night” around campus may 
assist with reducing fears of travelling 
alone. Heightened supervision at 
C&S events, parties and trips was also 
featured in students’ responses given 
the prevalence of sexual assault in on-
campus events.

Education was also highlighted as 
a key area needing reforms. Increased 
educational initiatives targetting sexual 
harassment, assault, and fully informed 
consent were seen as crucial to improving 
students’ access to support services 
and complaint processes. Together 
with open discussion and advertising 
campaigns, awareness-based solutions 
were suggested by over 43 per cent of 
respondents.

Surveyed students resoundingly  
called for accountability for perpetrators, 
with “decisive action and clear 
consequences” for all perpetrators, staff 
and students alike. This reform was 
suggested alongside other policy changes 
including “victim/survivor-centred 
approaches to reporting and dealing 
with sexual assault” and streamlined 
reporting processes.

A minority of responses (fewer than 
one in ten) suggested cultural change 
at universities as a solution. These 
responses included increasing the 
proportion of female and diverse staff 
members, improving staff behaviour and 
addressing misogynistic cultures.

*Denotes a pseudonym used in the 
National Student Safety Survey to protect 
a student’s identity. 

Should you feel distressed after reading 
this article, please access the following 
resources:

Safer Communities Office: 8627 
6808 (8:30am – 5:30pm Mon-Fri), safer-
communities.officer@sydney.edu.au 

Royal Prince Alfred Sexual Assault 
counselling outreach clinic: Available via 
the Safer Communities Office, provides 
free counselling for students who have 
experienced sexual assault

1800 Respect – National sexual assault, 
domestic family violence hotline: 1800 737 
732, https://www.1800respect.org.au/ 

NSW Rape Crisis Centre: 1800 424 017, 
https://fullstop.org.au/ 

Contact details for national referral 
services can be found at https://www.nsss.
edu.au/

“A consent module 
isn’t changing 

anything – as these 
statistics show. 

Most sexual assault 
perpetrators are 

men and this tells 
[that] this is an 
issue of sexism.”

“While I 
understand the 
importance of 
viewing sexual 
assault in the 
framework of 

the patriarchy, 
I wish that 

education at the 
university would 

incorporate queer 
relationships.”

“Universities 
Australia’s 2021 

NSSS appears 
to be an exercise 

in knowledge-
gathering as 
opposed to 

enforcing formal 
changes.”

“The Colleges’ 
claim that these 

statistics represent 
sufficient progress 

poses serious 
questions about the 

threshold which 
these institutions 
consider success.”

IMAGES COURTESY OF  
2021 NATIONAL STUDENT  

SAFETY SURVEY.



Fisher, Law Library to resume 24/7 operation, but why 
has it taken so long?
Fabian Robertson just wants to pull all-nighters.

Fisher Library and the Herbert Smith 
Freehills Law Library will resume 

24/7 operations from 1 April, according 
to a University spokesperson.

Fisher’s hours were reduced to 12pm 
to 8pm on 7 August last year - at the 
beginning of Semester Two and during 
the height of Sydney’s second major 
lockdown.

More than seven months on and 
Fisher remains closed from midnight 
to 9am, with unstaffed and poorly-
equipped learning hubs offered in its 
place. The initial reduction in hours 
was admittedly commensurate with 
student demand, as the majority of 
classes took place on Zoom, and staff 
and students were generally discouraged 
from attending campus. Additionally, 
management justified restricted opening 
hours with the need to mitigate the 
threat of COVID-19 transmission.

But as NSW came out of lockdown 
and reached a 90% vaccination rate, the 
library remained shut during twilight 
hours. From 8 November, USyd students 
could go dancing at nightclubs yet could 
not study at their own library past 12am.

By the University’s own estimates, 
20,000 people attended the first day of 
this year’s Welcome Week. We’ve now 
had five weeks of face-to-face classes and 
only now, after questioning from Honi, 
has USyd revealed plans to resume 24/7 
operations. 

So, why the fuck has it taken so long 
for Fisher to reopen?

When Honi put this question to the 
University, a spokesperson said “reduced 
hours during the pandemic were not a 
cost-saving measure but a necessary step 
in line with COVID requirements”.

When quizzed on what exactly 
those ‘COVID requirements’ were, the 
question was avoided altogether, but it 
was reiterated that “cost saving has not 
been a factor in our decisions around 
Library opening hours”.

Despite the spokesperson’s 
assertions, USyd’s brutal course-cutting 
and expedient treatment of students 
in the past few years suggest costs are 
usually a key factor in decision-making. 
In other words, I had my doubts.

As the University refused to give 
Honi any data, I set out to estimate just 
how much money USyd saved by limiting 
Fisher’s opening hours from 7 August 
2021 to 1 April 2022. Currently, three 
Protective Services security staff are 
required to keep Fisher and the Lawbry 
running. Assuming five staff were 
required at the peak of the pandemic (up 
from the usual three), factoring in night 
shift loading (30%), as well as Saturday 
(50%) and Sunday (75%) loading, I 
estimate that USyd will have saved a 
total of 17,442 hours’ worth of security 
guard wages by 1 April. The lowest base 
rate of a professional non-academic 

under USyd’s Enterprise Bargaining 
Agreement is $30.92, which would 
conservatively put total savings on 
security wages alone at over $539,000   – a 
sum that was supposedly not a factor in 
the University’s decision-making. This 
calculation does not include potential 
savings on cleaners, clerical staff or 
electricity. 

Although reductions in hours at 
some points of the pandemic were 
reasonable, limiting access to the library 
throughout last year’s exam period and 
during this current on-campus semester 
is difficult to justify. Such measures also 
disproportionately affect students with 
difficult home environments and those 
who do not have access to their own 
suitable study areas.

If nothing else, the reductions are a 
reminder that contemporary universities 
are managed like regular businesses, 
where opportunistic cost-cutting 
redirects funds toward maximising 
future enrolment numbers.

This management style was 
elucidated by Vice Chancellor Mark Scott, 
when he highlighted the need for USyd to 
adapt to changing economic conditions 
in an interview with Pulp Media at the 
beginning of his tenure.

“It would be dangerous for the 
University not to acknowledge that it will 
face change. This University would be 
seriously threatened if new competitors 

took away our supporters… our students.

“There are a myriad of companies 
who were in denial about how the world 
was changing, and they’re all studied 
at our business school. Rank Xerox 
photocopiers, Kodak cameras; there are 
a stack of them that failed to realise the 
world around them was changing.

“We’ve got to be alert to that.”

While Scott did emphasise the 
importance of maintaining USyd’s 
research, teaching and learning 
benchmarks, his reference to failed 
business ventures is emblematic of 
shifting priorities in the higher education 
sector. In the wake of Federal Government 
funding cuts and reduced income from 
international students, Universities are 
now, more than ever, run as corporations 
competing for enrolments, not as 
educational institutions operating for 
the betterment of society.

 In USyd’s case, Fisher’s opening 
hours are a symptom of this corporate 
attitude, with management wielding 
the vague threat of ‘COVID’ as plausible 
justification for unprecedented cutbacks. 
Indeed, it is this same attitude that 
has led to the systemic exploitation of 
academic staff, the cost-saving reliance 
on online learning, and the annihilation 
of Arts courses. While profit margins and 
enrolment figures will likely benefit, it is 
currently-enrolled students who have 
the most to lose.
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Farewell $2 chips (and ENGO Grill)
Sam Randle mourns (and then investigates).

Dear ENGO Grill,

It’s been hard without you. I 
don’t remember the last thing I had from 
you amidst the trauma of uni shutting 
down, but I’m sure it was excellent (as 
always). The last time we met I was still 
an engineering student, a PNR diehard, 
and ENGO Grill regular.

After changing degrees I had very 
little reason to venture south of City 
Rd – I caught buses to uni, you see. And 
yet, I’d find myself walking across that 
bridge in the hopes you’d be open. Time 
and time again, I convinced myself it’d 
be just another week. We needed more 
students on campus; more foot traffic.

If you were selling chips and tater 
tots for $2 (or $1.70 in the old Access 
days) you would need to sell a shit tonne 
to break even. Perhaps that’s where I 
contributed to your downfall; I never 
bought the katsu burger or the fish and 
chips. Heck, I didn’t even pay the $6(?) 
for large chips. It was the cheapest meal 

in this God-forsaken city that kept me 
coming back. But now you’re gone.

I miss you. And now I’ll never get the 
chance to tell you how much you meant 
to me. 

Yours forever and always,
Sam Randle.

***

I needed to know what happened to 
my favourite campus food venue and 
whether $2 chips would ever make a 
return.

It may come as no surprise, but 
ENGO was a victim of COVID-19 campus 
closures. But according to University of 
Sydney Union (USU) President Prudence 
Wilkins-Wheat, its closure may also be 
due to a “lack of visitation to the PNR 
learning hub” and “increased popularity 
of the Business School café and more 

modern learning areas.” The death knell 
sounded in March 2020, but because the 
USU-managed outlet merely changed its 
name (and menu), there was no contract 
to terminate.

Wilkins-Wheat told Honi that 
“the USU held various discussions 
with SUEUA members and other staff 
and students within the Engineering 
faculty” before undertaking the rebrand.

From the ashes of ENGO Grill 
emerged Love BUDS Grill. BUDS is a 
plant-based meat company spun from 
research at the University of Sydney. 
According to Wilkins-Wheat, the move 
to a plant-based outlet was informed by 
“feedback received as part of the Sydney 
Uni Sustainability Strategy”.

But what of $2 chips? Chips are plant-
based! Tragically, they were a casualty of 
the rebrand. For those seeking affordable 
food, the Food Truck still offers $6 
meals to Rewards members and there’s 
a Cheap Eats program via the USU app. 

On the right day chips are only $3 but 
I miss the dependability of ENGO Grill. 
BUDS’ parent company ALL G Foods will 
be donating “large volumes of stock… to 
provide free and affordable meals to USU 
members”.

I guess the infamously vocal 
engineers will make it known if the 
trade-off was worth it.

Where have all the pool tables gone? Luke Cass takes the cue.

Only a few years ago, there used to be 
an array of pool tables in Manning. 

This is probably surprising for most 
students who have started university 
in the last few years – as now there is 
almost no mention of them. Uncovering 
their existence posed quite a challenge. A 
search for “pool tables” in the University 
archives yields no results. They also have 
not been mentioned in any previous Honi 
article that I was able to find. And when 
Honi made an inquiry to the University 
Media Service, they weren’t quite sure 
who to blame. I concluded that they must 
have been the USU’s responsibility. Yet, 
when contacted, even the USU wasn’t 
sure about them either.

The pool tables on level 4 of the 
Wentworth Building, next to the 
International Students Lounge, are 
equally illusory. I first found them 
(closed) in Semester 1 2021- when the 
sceptre of COVID loomed large enough 
for me to disregard their nonattendance. 
Upon returning this year, they still 
sat unused. This is a great shame. Pool 
tables are representative of the idle 
socialising for which the University was 
historically famed, and their gradual 
removal from campus is both indicative 
and a product of the commercialisation 
of the university experience.

It appears that the legacy of 
Manning’s pool tables exists only in the 
memory of the students who used them. 
People I spoke to for this article said that 
they used to head to the Manning tables 
after class each day to play pool. “It was 
pretty much the only way I hung out with 
my friends in first year”, one told me. 
“The beauty of pool is that it gives you all 

something to collectively be preoccupied 
with – the lack of eye contact and shared 
activity removes almost all of that first 
year friend-making awkwardness”.

Today, pool tables can only be found 
in the Manning food court on the ground 
floor and on level 4 of Wentworth. But 
they don’t tell the same story.

The table in Manning sits idle in 
the food court and despite its apparent 
working order, it lies dormant.

The Wentworth tables however seem 
to be in a different  situation. Unlike 
Manning, level 4 of Wentworth can 
hardly be characterised as spacious. Up 
there, there are five tables. Four laying 
perpendicular to the corridor, and one, 
in the corner, oriented at right-angles to 
the others, arranged to maximise space. 
They have remained closed since the 
arrival of the pandemic in March 2020. 
When asked about their ongoing closure, 
USU President Prudence Wilkins-Wheat 
told Honi that “[the pool tables] have 
remained non-operational to manage 
COVID safety”. With pool tables being 
open at nearby pubs, many students 
choose to walk to the Flodge or the Rose 
for a place they can play pool, rather than 
spending their time at USU venues. . 

Fortunately, there are plans to revive 
the Wentworth tables, with Wilkins-
Wheat adding “we are looking into 
getting them up and running with the 
supplier”. 

The disappearance of pool tables 
from the social landscape of the 
University poses questions similar to 
other discussions of student life. On one 
hand, the disappearance of pool tables 

could arguably be  a product of a lack 
of use. The decrease in presence of the 
old Manning pool tables coincided with 
the gradual decline of the venerable 
bar, with its closure for daytime trading 
happening not long after the tables were 
removed. Similarly, the lone remaining 
Manning table is rarely used by students. 
Wilkins-Wheat further justified the 
ongoing closure of the Wentworth tables 
on the fact that “the ISL space has been 
very quiet over the last few years”. 

Declines in student life since the 
introduction of Voluntary Student 
Unionism (VSU) in 2005 have likely 
been behind the decline in pool table 
usage. Student unions have grappled 
with smaller budgets and have faced 
challenges in operating facilities. 
The closure of Manning and its 
transformation into its current state has 
diminished the usage of the tables there. 
It’s much more enjoyable playing a game 
of pool when surrounded by others doing 
the same,  than when playing alone in 
the middle of an often lifeless food court.

VSU has existed in tandem with a 
broader economic environment that 
discourages pool-playing as a fixture 
of university life. For decades, the 
commercialisation of the university 
experience has discouraged the sort of 
leisure pool tables offer. The workforce 
is too competitive. Rent is too high. 
And for international students, whose 
adjacence to the Wentworth tables 
should be so convenient, the demands of 
exorbitant fees, full-time study and work 
restrictions make indulgence in a game 
of pool less attractive than it should 
otherwise be.

The mystery of the old Manning pool 
tables and the case of the Wentworth 
tables are  likely due to both VSU and 
their lack of use. The “frequent” use of 
the Wentworth tables prior to March 
2020, as Wilkins-Wheat told Honi, 
suggests there is still demand within 
the student body for pool tables on 
campus. However, changes to student 
spaces and ongoing closures have led to 
a sense of amnesia. As students’ ability 
to interact with recreational spaces has 
diminished, many have lost a connection 
with campus - the same connection that 
drove previous generations of students 
to inhabit these spaces. I feel it is telling 
that whenever I mention the Wentworth 
pool tables to other students, the most 
common response is an excited “Wow! 
Really?”.

Pool is a great game. It’s accessible 
and easy to play at a friendly level. It’s 
social, with the table and the clinking 
of balls a great frame for chatting with 
friends or those on neighbouring tables. 
It’s no surprise that pool tables have 
become a fixture of pubs everywhere. 
They should once again be a fixture of 
our campuses, too. Playing pool means 
rejecting a corporate university and a 
hostile government that tells students 
to devalue socialisation and political 
engagement. Playing pool means 
enjoying leisure for leisure’s sake and 
recapturing a student experience that 
is being lost. I would love for the USU 
to reopen the pool tables on level 4 of 
Wentworth. And I would love even more 
to be able to have a drink from Hermann’s 
while playing up there.  

Student disability plans upheld in ‘ableist’ Sydney Medical 
School dispute

Medicine stands as one of the most 
respected professions in Australia. 

In 2021, a poll by Ipsos Mori found that 
around two-thirds of the public rated 
doctors and scientists as individuals 
with the most trustworthy careers.

Last week, the University of Sydney 
Medical School (SMS) removed Associate 
Professor Hasantha Gunasekera, a 
paediatrics expert, from his position as 
a Unit of Study Coordinator in the Child 
and Adolescent Health (CAH) Block, due 
to a dispute over students’ disability 
adjustments. 

The incident involved a major 
disagreement between SMS and 
Gunasekera over disability exam 
adjustments that were approved by the 
University, many of which Gunasekera 
deemed to be incompatible with medical 
practice. Later on, his decision was 
overridden by the Faculty.

At the beginning of March, fourth-
year medical students sitting a number 
of CAH exams received disability 
adjustments approved by USyd’s 
Disability Support Services. These 
adjustments included differently-
coloured papers and additional time 
to complete the exam (from 15 to 45 
minutes extra), and were deemed 
excessive by Gunasekera.

The paediatrics expert argued that 
professional accreditation concerns 
superseded students’ disability 
adjustment plans. In an email, he 
notified  all students who received an 
adjustment plan that their papers were 
“incomplete”, with the aim of forcing 
affected students to retake the exams.

“As the plan included provisions 
that make it impossible for me to make 
a determination as to whether or not 
you are safe to care for children, I will 
be informing SMP [Sydney Medical 
Program] Assessments [that] your CAH 
Assessment remains incomplete,” read 
the email.

Gunasekara also instructed the 
students to submit statutory declarations 
notifying medical accreditation bodies 
that they “need the provisions in your 
Disability Plan when [they] start work”. 
In anticipation of pushback against his 
decision, Gunasekera then emphasised 
the “importance of doing what you think 
is right, even if other[s] disagree, after 
careful consideration and consultation”. 

This was not the case as, following 
“high level discussions” at SMS and the 
University, Gunasekera’s decision was 
reversed. Indeed, this was confirmed in 
a Canvas announcement from SMS Dean 
Professor Cheryl Jones: 

“We have taken this matter very 
seriously,” Jones said. “We unreservedly 
welcome students and staff with 
a disability and do not condone 
discrimination by staff or students in any 
form, and respect the role of people with 
disability in the medical workforce.” 

Jones also reaffirmed the School’s 
commitment to disability inclusion 
and adherence to adjustment plans 
authorised by USyd’s Disability Support 
Services. 

“I further reiterate SMS’ commitment 
to respect and implement any disability 
accommodations approved by the 
Inclusion and Disability Services,” said 
Jones.

Although the School’s swift action 
under Jones’ leadership meant that 
affected students no longer had to 
retake the exam, the situation raises 
questions about transparency and the 
precarious nature of being a disabled 
student in a fiercely competitive degree 
like Medicine. 

Arguably, powerful tensions played 
out between the Medical School and 
Gunasekera represent a proxy battle 
between Gunasekera’s technocratic 
ideals that favour discrimination, and 
a prestigious, demanding profession 

attempting to diversify itself. 

Indeed, for SUPRA Disabilities 
Officer Eva Kumle, the original decision 
amounted to unjust discrimination 
against disabled medical students given 
that Disability Support approved the 
adjustment plans. 

“I fear that Professor Gunasekera’s 
action displays an ableist attitude 
that is [as] equally inappropriate as 
racism and homophobia. I really feel 
his actions [were] devastating on many 
levels, the most obvious being that he 
is in a position of power and many non-
disabled students look up to him,” she 
said. 

Although the incident has been 
resolved, it is understood that some 
students remain uncertain about 
whether this may occur again in the 
future. 

“I think, regardless of intent, this 
situation has revealed a very concerning 
culture within the medical profession. 
No individual should be able to qualify 
and practice as a doctor, without 
having a more educated and diverse 
understanding of disabilities than what 
this situation displayed.” 

Medicine, like other accredited 
professions, is governed by a set of 
formal and informal internal policies 
that guide its development. One 
such policy is the Australian Health 
Practitioner Regulation Agency’s 

(AHPRA) guidelines for medical 
professionals, which stipulate that “a 
student may carry out clinical training 
with a mental health condition, physical 
health condition or physical illness, but 
that is not enough to trigger a mandatory 
notification”. These guidelines 
potentially explain why Gunasekera’s 
decision was revoked by the Medical 
School, seemingly falling short of the 
invisible threshold of “impairment” set 
out by AHPRA and the Medical School. 

However, when applied to 
disclosures of disabilities, AHPRA’s 
guideline indicates that medicine 
remains a profession where a medical 
understanding of disability is popular, 
a perception that disabilities are simply 
health problems to be managed by 
health professionals. 

Reference to disability as an 
“impairment” demanding attention 
strongly suggests that the profession 
remains far from a social model of 
disability, as advocated by People With 
Disabilities Australia (PWDA).

“The physician, attitudinal, 
communication, and social environment 
must change to enable people living with 
impairments to participate in society on 
an equal basis with others,” said PWDA.

In this case, SMS and Jones’ swift 
reaction in reversing Gunasekera’s 
decision  showed positive, if incremental, 
signs of a willingness to slowly pivot 
towards a social understanding of 
disability that may better accommodate 
disabled students, even if change is 
incremental.  

The School should bear in mind the 
Hippocratic promises embedded in the 
Geneva Oath its graduates swear by: “I 
will not permit considerations of age, 
disease or disability … or any other 
factor to intervene between my duty and 
my patient”. 

Khanh Tran analyses barriers to participation in competitive professions for disabled students.  

“Regardless of 
intent, this situation 
has revealed a very 
concerning culture 
within the medical 

profession.”
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Real Utopias
Swapnik Sanagavarapu thinks practically.

There is a reason why the Left is often 
attracted to social science. Generating 

systematic knowledge about the social 
world is essential to thinking about a 
better future, whether in the context of 
systemic transformations like climate 
action or formulating individual policy 
and political decisions. Yet many on the 
Left increasingly deny the need for such 
a systematic approach to social reality 
- they fail to establish the desirability 
of their preferred alternative social 
arrangements and rarely articulate 
details of how such a social arrangement 
might work in practice. Erik Olin Wright’s 
“Envisioning Real Utopias” takes the tasks 
of emancipatory social science seriously. 
Wright comes from the school of analytic 
(or “no-bullshit”) Marxism, a school of 
thought that subjects leftist orthodoxy 
to the best techniques in analytic 
philosophy, economics and sociology 
to ‘see what survives’. Crucially, Wright 
provides us with three fundamental tasks 
of emancipatory social science: diagnosis, 
envisioning viable alternatives and 
thinking about transformation. These are 
tasks that the contemporary Left should 
take seriously.

The first task of the emancipatory 
social scientist is diagnosis and critique. 
This involves diagnosing why a specific 
social formation (or aspects of it) is 
undesirable, territory that is obviously 
well-worn for most progressively-inclined 
people. The task of diagnosis involves 
two subsidiary exercises. First, we need 

to establish a set of normative criteria 
by which we assess whether an aspect 
of society is desirable or not, essentially 
the conditions that must be met for one 
to be satisfied with the state of society. 

Moral philosophers and economists 
spend much time designing these criteria, 
with recourse to standard concepts like 
aggregate social welfare, equality or 
justice. For Wright, the institutions of 
a society are only just if they guarantee 
equal access to the material and social 
means for human flourishing and 
participation in decision making. Having 
established these criteria, the second issue 
is to explain why specific mechanisms of 
the social formation produce outcomes 
that are inconsistent with these criteria. 
Rather than the vague and unconvincing 
statements that “capitalism” is the cause 
of particular social ills (whether racism, 
sexism or otherwise), the approach 
proffered by Wright asks us to show 
that the explanation for suffering and 
inequality lies in specific and identifiable 
properties of institutions and social 

structures. The importance of this clarity 
is evident when we turn to the second task 
of the emancipatory social scientist.

Once we are sufficiently convinced 
that a social structure is undesirable, 
the immediate step is to provide an 
alternative that is not only possible, but 
in fact viable. This is a crucial task, and 
incidentally where the contemporary 
Left often fails most miserably, because 
we need to convince people why a better 
society might be worth pursuing. Wright 
gives us three criteria that need to be 
met here. First, our new society must 
be desirable. This is easy enough, but 
purely utopian thinking about desirable 
alternatives does little to inform the 
practical tasks of institution building or 
challenging an unjust status quo. Second, 
it must be viable. Viability in this context 
means thinking about whether our 
desirable alternative could actually work. 
If emancipatory alternatives are “good in 
theory, but not in practice”, we ought to 
think about how we might create a society 
that is practically sustainable and capable 
of reproducing itself. It’s not sufficient 
to hope that people will just organise a 
new society ‘from the bottom up’ - we 
need to specify the mechanisms of this 
society that would lead us to the socially 
desirable consequences we envision.  
Similarly, we need to think about the 
perverse or unintended consequences 
of our desired institutional setup. Third, 
and perhaps most importantly, it must be 
achievable. It is sufficient to ask whether 

you could get from the status quo to the 
future we want given existing political 
or social constraints. If we can’t, we need 
to see whether it is possible to weaken 
those constraints to make our alternative 
implementable. 

The issue of achievability naturally 
leads us to Wright’s third and final task 
- explicating a theory of transformation. 
A variety of ‘theories of change’ are 
fashionable on the contemporary Left, 
some more implausible than others. What 
is critical for these theories is to identify 
whether social actors exist that could 
carry out this change, and whether they 
are capable of organising collectively. 
Moreover, Wright asks us to consider 
whether the costs (social, human or 
otherwise) of a particular theory of change 
outweigh the putative benefits of its 
outcome - for this reason he is profoundly 
sceptical of what he calls ruptural (but 
might also be called revolutionary) 
theories of social change. 

Taken together, these three tasks are 
not just purely intellectual exercises but 
preconditions for any successful process 
of social change. The activists have 
hitherto interpreted the world, offering at 
best piecemeal ideas about what a better 
world might look like. But if the point 
however, is to change it, then those on 
the Left might take up Erik Olin Wright’s 
tasks towards a world in which people are 
more freely able to flourish and where 
eliminable forms of human misery are in 
fact eliminated. 

Is it time for compulsory voting in student elections?
Ariana Haghighi wants more students at the ballot box. 

The benefits and detriments of 
compulsory voting in Australia is an 

ongoing debate. Once filled with vigour, 
it is now tired and relegated to Year 
7 debate classrooms. It is agreed that 
compulsory voting is a key step in the 
path to eliminating voter suppression 
and engaging voters — ultimately, it 
is one factor that sustains a healthy 
democracy. 

In many ways, a university is a 
microcosm of a democracy — especially 
when USU or SRC voting season 
rolls around and corflutes become as 
commonplace to Eastern Avenue as the 
ibis. However, if the University purports 
itself to be a democracy, it is a very bad 
one. 

In last year’s USU board elections, 
only 7% of the University population cast 
a vote. Even last year’s SRC elections, 
which were lauded with having the 
largest number of votes for an SRC 
contest, only engaged a paltry 13% of the 
undergraduates who set foot on campus. 
This is pretty indictable, considering 
voting takes place online and the ballot 
is straightforward, taking no more than 
two minutes. In fact, since the rollout 
of online voting, many universities have 
seen a strong downturn in votes and 
interest.

Compulsory voting is a salve for this 
dwindling turnout. In the 1920s when 
voter turnout was in steep decline, the 
Australian government introduced 
compulsory voting. The impacts were 
immediate, with a rise from 60% to 
91% engagement by the next election. 
Although compulsory voting is a panacea 
we can implement, we must also ponder 
why so few students darken the polling 
booth door in the first place. 

Yes, students have busy schedules, 
but more glaringly, most have little 
understanding of what their student 
representatives do for them. Student 
politicians are viewed as self-
aggrandising, but the underlying feeling 
of the student body is ignorance more 
than resentment or bitterness. 

We encounter similar issues on 
a broader scale in countries with 
voluntary voting. In the United States, 
for example, a significant amount of 

money and resources is funnelled into 
merely encouraging citizens to go and 
vote in the first place. Once voting 
is made compulsory, this fund could 
be repurposed to educate citizens on 
candidates’ politics and the importance 
of informed decision making. In the same 
vein, it is incumbent on each candidate 
to ensure their audience understands 
their politics, but compulsory voting 
breaks down possible barriers to this 
because the audience is more compelled 
to engage.

Unfortunately, there is one large 
obstacle that stymies our journey to 
enfranchisement and obscures our vision 
of the future. Since 2005, universities 
have subscribed to a policy of Voluntary 
Student Unionism (VSU), meaning 
that not all enrolled students are 
automatically a member of their student 
unions. The Liberal government justified 
this union-bashing law by touting 
buzzwords of “freedom of association” 

and “liberty”, completely undermining  
poorly-funded student organisations and 
screwing the final nails in their coffins. 

A University under VSU is nothing 
but moribund – campus life is drained 
of its colour and its institutions embody 
a sickening pallor. The underlying 
truth remains that the Government is 

reluctant to fund activist organisations, 
given these are the very ones that 
will hold it accountable in grassroots 
campaigns. Given recent attacks on 
higher education such as fee hikes and 
job cuts, it is painstakingly clear that this 
accountability is needed more than ever. 

SRC President Lauren Lancaster 
evokes the struggle of directing a 
student-focussed organisation that 
asphyxiates without compulsory student 
unionism (CSU). 

“When students are directly funding 
their union”, she says, “they become 
invested in their work and empowered 
to vote in their elections. We suffer 
currently from horrific union density 
amongst young people, and worse, a lack 
of knowledge as to what unions actually 
do for us. When we are beholden to the 
funding [whim] of the university, we are 
a weaker organisation… and vulnerable 
to funding cuts and interference at any 
time”. 

The SRC, alongside USyd’s other 
unions, boasts a wide range of support 
and advocacy services for students, 
ranging from legal aid to activist 
collectives. If students know they are 
directly paying for them, this encourages 
them to explore these services rather 
than view them at a distance. The paper 
you’re currently holding (or scrolling 
through) is itself dependent on the 
financial support of a student union, 
being printed by the SRC. VSU forces 
its reliance on university management 
rather than student leaders, antithetical 
to the principles of an independent and 
radical press. 

The argument that VSU relieves 
financial burdens on students is an 
inimical sham used to justify vapid 
rhetoric. Given that student unions rely 
on some financial support to survive, 
the money once collected by compulsory 

unionism is now gained in the form of 
the “Student Services Amenities Fee”, 
which was introduced under the Gillard 
government. Under CSU, fees travelled 
straight from students’ pockets to 
student unions. Now, the middleman 
of the University complicates things. 
Although students have to reach into 
their pockets for a similar amount, its 
distribution lacks transparency, with 
most students unsure and less involved 
in where this money is allocated.

The concepts of CSU and compulsory 
voting are synergetic as much as they 
rely upon the other. Compulsory voting 
would likely boost election turnout 
in concordance with CSU’s impact 
on engagement with unions. CSU is 
vital to administering a compulsory 
voting scheme, and compulsory voting 
would aid CSU’s rollout. 2019-20 Board 
Director Maya Eswaran comments on 
the symbiotic relationship between both 
schemes: “Although formidable attempts 
have been made to increase voter turnout 
since VSU, elections are simply not as 
representative as they used to be. To 
meet all the challenges of an increasingly 
disaggregated and disconnected campus, 
compulsory voting could increase 
student engagement and participation 
in campus life. A more engaged student 
body is better able to demand what it 
wants and needs, and in turn the USU can 
provide that.”

As students, we want two things: 
to enjoy university ourselves, and to 
pave the way for a future filled with 
activism and a colourful campus life, 
reminiscent of what has been enjoyed by 
the generations that came before us. I am 
reminded of this each time I flick through 
the archives and pore over a prehistoric 
and tattered student publication of the 
past. Although each of us punctuate 
Sydney University’s history for only the 
briefest moment, student politics and 
university life is a continuum. It is up 
to us to begin writing the words of a 
reinvigorated campus life before passing 
on the pen.

Peace in our time? Nah, better teach them war
Joshua Krook wants universities to get their priorities in order.

Last year, Sydney University stopped 
offering its Peace and Conflict masters 

program, one of the only degrees on 
peace in the country. At the time, a 
university spokesperson told Honi the 
degree needed to be scrapped “in order to 
ensure the long-term sustainability of our 
important postgraduate programs.”

Universities across Australia engaged 
in similar ‘cost-cutting’ throughout 
the  pandemic, shedding degrees in 
mathematics, science and theatre 
studies. But none cut their degrees on 
war. Degrees and courses on war, military 
strategy and national security, including 
cyber warfare, exist at Sydney, UNSW, 
Flinders, Curtin and ANU, among others. 
Programs on war and military strategy 
form part of a broader military-university 
industrial complex in Australia, where 
ideological and research partnerships 
make universities benefactors of death 
and conflict. The American Studies 
Centre at the University of Sydney, for 
example, receives funding from Raytheon, 
a US weapons manufacturer. Australian 
defence personnel get trained on 
Sydney’s campus grounds. The University 
of Melbourne has controversial links with 
Lockheed Martin, a nuclear weapons 
manufacturer. 

“Leadership for good starts here,” 
reads the University of Sydney’s marketing 
material. Yet  the universities of Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide and Flinders have 
invested millions and formed major 
partnerships with the major weapons 
manufacturers. In 2019, BAE Systems, a 
British arms manufacturer, contributed 
$10 million to defence research and 
courses at Adelaide, Flinders and South 
Australia. In 2016, Lockheed Martin 

contributed $13 million to Melbourne 
and RMIT to create a defence research 
hub. Sydney University leads the other 
universities in its receipt of military 
funding.  

Research fundiwng at major 
universities is also being directed towards 
new military technologies. In 2019, 
the Defence Innovation Hub awarded 
contracts with a combined value of $15.1 
million to nine Australian businesses and 
universities to develop innovative defence 
technologies. Western Sydney received a 
grant to develop “neuromorphic sensing 
technology,” or “imaging capabilities 
to ground and satellite based sensing 
systems.” The same technology is used 
in autonomous drones. In 2020, Deakin 
University received a grant to develop 
“Australia’s first high G-force training 
simulator” for air force pilots. This year, 
a South Korean defence agency partnered 
with the Centre for Field Robotics at 
Sydney, to develop “mapping techniques” 
for robots “in dynamic environments”, as 
it is euphemistically put.

In 1946, George Orwell wrote an 
article on the politics of language, noting 
the manner in which politicians use weak 
language (“collateral damage,” “pacify,” 
“cleanse,” “national security”), as cover 
for war crimes. Such language takes a 
critical perspective to decipher. This is 
eerily familiar to the Russian President’s 
“strategic operation” in Ukraine.

Universities use such language too. 
At ANU, you can learn how to conduct 
“Military Operations” rather than foreign 
invasions. At Flinders, you can learn how 
to become a “Combat and Automation 
Systems Engineer” rather than an expert 

in drone warfare. At Macquarie, you can 
study “multidimensional non-traditional 
security challenges” although they do 
make clear that they also teach “the use 
of military force”. Our universities think 
that they can hide that they are teaching 
us to make war, while refusing to teach us 
to make peace.

Universities have a longstanding 
tradition as civic institutions, imbued by 
the public with moral value and public 
service. The oldest English university in 
the world, Oxford University, for example, 
has charitable status. In fact, most 
universities in the United Kingdom have 
charitable status for the “advancement 
of education”.. This traditional role 
as a public charitable service appears 
incompatible with the pursuit of private 
defence contracts.

Furthermore, ethical standards are a 
central part of how Australian universities 
market themselves to the world. The 
National Health and Medical Research 
Council insists that all research involving 
humans has “ethical dimensions.” 
Military research, when considered from 
this perspective, has ethical dimensions 
too. Why, if it is unethical to harm a 
human in clinical trials, is it then ethical 
to contribute to research on drone 
warfare? 

All of the information in this article 
was publicly sourced, often alongside 
quotes by Vice Chancellors that praised 
the defence-university partnership 
deals. “It’s good for all parties, including 
our students who benefit from these 
relationships both during their education 
and upon graduation when they enter the 
job market,” said Dain Alcorn, Deputy 

Vice-Chancellor of RMIT. “Our focus 
on impact through deep expertise and 
research excellence, places us in an ideal 
position to assist Lockheed Martin with 
their research goals,” said Glyn Davis, 
Vice-Chancellor of Melbourne University. 
With these statements, uur universities 
are making it clear, that they are happy to 
prioritise research on war rather than on 
peace.

Australian universities are well 
placed to become world leaders in 
peace education, establishing courses 
that promote diplomacy and conflict 
resolution. As one of eight nations 
that helped draft the UN Declaration 
of Human Rights and a contributor to 
62 UN and other multilateral peace 
missions, Australia has a long history of 
involvement in the peace sector. Why not 
use this history, and our large bench of 
talented peace-builders and diplomats, to 
teach a new generation?

Our universities ought to rebalance 
their priorities toward peace by divesting 
from arms dealers, defence companies 
and national agencies who promote and 
prolong warfare. Weapons manufacturers 
have a questionable role in funding 
education or shaping the contents of our 
curriculum. The profits of war ought not 
to become the profits of the university. 
Much like clinical researchers who 
breach ethical standards during human 
trials, when military researchers create 
new technologies that cause “collateral 
damage” to civilians in battle, those 
researchers ought to be held morally 
accountable. Our universities have a 
choice. Either they stand on the right side 
of history, or they cause the wrong side of 
history to occur.

“The argument 
that VSU relieves 
financial burdens 
on students is an 

inimical sham used 
to justify vapid 

rhetoric.”

“Although each 
of us punctuate 

Sydney University’s 
history for only the 
briefest moment, 
student politics 

and university life 
is a continuum. It 

is up to us to begin 
writing the words 
of a reinvigorated 
campus life before 

passing on the pen.”

“In many ways, 
a university is 
a microcosm of 
a democracy — 

especially when USU 
or SRC voting season 

rolls around, and 
corflutes become 

as commonplace to 
Eastern Avenue as 

the ibis. ”

“This is a 
crucial task, and 

incidentally where 
the contemporary 

Left often fails most 
miserably.”

ART BY NEAVE TAYLOR
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A Paragon of
Resilience

Nelson Crossley examines the future 
of our city.

Living in Sydney or Australia more 
generally over the past two years 

has begun to feel eerily apocalyptic. 
Narratives of climate disaster are starting 
to unfold: the 2019-2020 fires, growing 
economic inequality and most recently 
the widespread flooding of south east 
Queensland, and New South Wales. 
Suddenly, the climate crisis is shaping the 
lives of many across the country, making 
it harder for those in power to ignore the 
impacts of these disasters.

However, our government is showing 
no signs of enacting meaningful climate 
policy. To make matters worse, even if 
greenhouse gas emissions stopped today, 
the global average temperature would 
stay elevated for at least a thousand 
years. To manage this situation, we need 
urban governance authorities to devise 
new ways of responding to the increased 
frequency and intensity of climate events. 
In the city of Sydney, building resilience 
also means addressing many other 
economic, political, and social challenges.

The concept of urban resilience refers 
to a city’s ability “to return to desired 
functions in the face of a disturbance, 
to adapt to change, and to quickly 
transform systems that limit current or 
future adaptive capacity”, according to 
Michigan based resilience scholar Sara 
Meerow. The concept of urban resilience 
has always been important, but given the 
scale of climate change-induced disasters 
and consequent human suffering, there 
is greater urgency to developing new 
strategies.

A similar concept is that of climate 
adaptation. Where climate mitigation is 
about limiting emissions, adaptation is 
about living with and responding to the 
consequences of fossil fuel  emissions. 
Adaptation strategies are inherently tied 
to the concept of resilience because they 
focus on limiting vulnerability to climate 
change. Our leaders seem to be reluctant 
to enact policy which efficiently mitigates 
the greenhouse gas effects. As the planet 
continues to warm, both mitigation and 
adaptation are important concepts in 
urban governance. 

“Even if 
greenhouse 

gas emissions 
stopped 

today, the 
global average 
temperature 
would stay 
elevated for 
at least a 
thousand 

years.”

When thinking about ensuring the 
long-term habitability of Sydney, not all 
adaptation strategies are made equal. 
The NSW government currently runs 
a handful of adaptation strategies, but 
they are implemented at the individual 
level. Current governance around climate 
adaptation reproduces neoliberal ways 
of thinking by shifting responsibility 
for climate adaptation away from those 
in power and to the individual citizens 
of Sydney. For example, to respond to 
urban heat and extreme heat events 
the NSW government recommends that 
citizens stay out of the sun, try to stay 
indoors, move to the cooler parts of the 
house or use air conditioning. These 
recommendations make assumptions 
that leave the vulnerable more at risk. A 
recommended adaptation strategy like 
using the air conditioner assumes that 
this is an option for everyone, whilst 
simultaneously continuing to increase 
emissions. This is called maladaptation, 
when the adaptation strategy actively 
impacts the vulnerability of others. 

All of this presents a fairly gloomy 
picture for the future of Sydney. 
Fortunately, this does not have to be the 
case. With increased fervour, community 
groups are calling on the government for 
action. Citizens of Sydney are claiming 
their rights to a city free from the 
catastrophic effects of climate change. So, 
what if Sydney got it right? How would we 
build a resilient city that will be habitable 
for all in a future of increased extreme 
weather events, rising temperatures, and 
growing socioeconomic inequality?

Urban Heat
Sydney is a dynamic city, with its 

urban footprint, various demographics, 
and microclimates all undergoing 
significant change. In particular, Western 
Sydney has seen enormous growth in 
recent years and is showing no signs 
of slowing. The current growth rate is 
1.9%. At this rate,Western Sydney will be 
home to more than 3 million people by 
2030, according to the NSW Department 
of Planning and Environment. Coupled 
with the NSW government’s “Metropolis 
of Three Cities” plan, we are likely to see 
Sydney continue to sprawl further and 
further out.

Unfortunately, many new 
developments in Greater Sydney are 
victim to the urban heat island effect. This 
phenomenon manifests in urban areas 
which are warmer than its surroundings 
due to darker material surfaces, lack 
of vegetation, wind shielding, lack of 
evaporation, and anthropogenic heat 
caused in the cities via car exhausts, 
heaters, and computers among other 
things. The urban heat island effect has 
a disastrous synergy with climate change 
and rather than utilising known methods 
of adaptation, poor urban planning in 
Western Sydney increases the heat. 

This has resulted in areas of Sydney 
reaching record and inhospitable 
temperatures. In 2020, the surface 
temperature of Penrith smashed previous 
records for Australian temperatures that 
had stood for over 80 years. On 4 January, 
Penrith was the hottest place on earth, 
reaching temperatures of 48.9°C – almost 
5°C above the previous record. Between 
2011 and 2020 Western Sydney saw a 
13% increase in heat-related mortality. In 
Australia, heat related mortality accounts 
for more deaths than all other natural 
disasters combined. 

Citizens of Western Sydney deserve 
the right to liveable and cooler cities. 
However, achieving resilience may 
be possible in the form of grassroots 
activism. Organiser Emma Bacon 
founded Sweltering Cities, which aims 
to campaign against poor planning and 
neoliberal advice in response to urban 
heat with a vision of “cooler, more 
equitable and sustainable cities with 
planning and policy that puts people 
at the centre.” One of Sweltering Cities 
current projects involves a widespread 
survey on urban heat in order to 
understand the experiences of Australian 
residents to inform better ways to manage 
temperatures in our cities. 

Honi reached out to executive director 
of Sweltering Cities Emma Bacon. When 
asked about how resilient Sydney is to 
rising urban heat she said: “Even on the 
coast, reports predict that in the next 50 
years, homes that are being built now 
won’t be safe without mechanical cooling 
(air con, fans etc). Our current planning 
system isn’t creating a resilient city, 
rather it is facilitating the development of 
more at-risk communities.”  

Currently, action regarding urban 
heat resilience is not coming from the 
federal or state governments. Western 
Sydney community campaigner at 
Sweltering Cities and University of 
Sydney uni student Dani Villafaña said, 
“communities in our hottest suburbs are 
building local resilience. 

“From councils creating heat 
shelters for vulnerable people to 
students campaigning for air con for safe 
classrooms in summer, there are local 
programs. The problem is that the state 
and federal governments have no clear 
plans for addressing extreme heat, so 
local programs that could be expanded 
and replicated aren’t.” 

Communities across the globe are 
using direct action in order to reduce 
urban heat. For example, Depave Portland 

was founded in 2007 when a group of 
community volunteers began tearing up 
unused paved areas and replacing them 
with community gardens. The group 
removes dark pavement surfaces in order 
to reduce energy absorption from the 
sun. The vegetation they replace it with 
manages stormwater runoff and reduces 
the impacts of urban heat. The group 
often completes works without a permit. 
In doing so they make a direct claim 
that the citizens of Portland deserve 
the right to cool cities, challenging the 
neoliberal agenda focussed on individual 
responsibility.  

We already know how to tackle the 
problem of urban heat. There is no 
reason that in the future, Sydney could 
not formally implement the strategies 
enacted by grassroots organisations 
in its urban planning processes. With 
the budgets of local councils and the 
state government, the demonstrably 
beneficial work done by activists might 
extend beyond their postcode. If Sydney 
effectively adapts to urban heat, we will 
see a cooler and greener city for years to 
come.

Flooding
While droughts, heatwaves and 

fires represent one aspect of climate 
catastrophe, climate change is also a 
key factor in increasing extreme rainfall 
events. This was recently typified by the 
devastating floods in Sydney over the last 
two weeks.

The Sydney floods were caused by a low 
pressure system moving down Australia’s 
east coast, dumping rain wherever it 
went. With it came Sydney’s wettest start 
to any year on record, reaching 298% of 
the long-term average for data collected 
by the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) at 
Observatory Hill. 

As a result of the flooding and storms, 
over 50,000 NSW residents were told to 
evacuate their homes, with 40,000 of 
them from the Sydney region. Tragically, 
21 people lost their lives in the extreme 
weather events. This is not to mention the 
damage to homes and small businesses of 
people in flood-affected areas.

Climate disaster is at our doorstep, so 
what can Sydney do to build resilience and 
limit vulnerability to such events? Once 
again, part of the NSW government’s 
response to flooding emphasises what 
the individual can do to stay safe: “Know 
your flood risk and have a plan in place 
if your local area floods”. While a sound 
recommendation, it does little to help 
flood-susceptible residents prepare or to 
mitigate the effects of floods in the first 
place. Rather than reproducing neoliberal 
talking points about what the individual 
can do, it should be the government’s 
responsibility to implement resilience 
strategies to protect those most 
vulnerable to extreme weather events.

Professor Nicky Morrison (WSU) 
and Doctor Patrick Harris (UNSW) 
completed a study on eight Western 
Sydney councils in order to assess flood 
preparedness. They found that while 
each council recognised the importance 

of building resilience, most strategies 
are in their infancy. Part of this is due to 
policy conflicts as Western Sydney tries 
to meet development and infrastructure 
demands, whilst implementing additional 
resilience policies. 

NSW state government planning 
policy takes priority over local government 
policy. According to development targets, 
the government intends to build 750,000 
new houses by 2036. This state priority 
sits in tension with council goals for 
more water-permeable greenspaces. 
Sprawling housing developments will 
lead to many new impermeable hard 
surfaces like concrete and bitumen that 
do not efficiently direct water runoff from 
floods. Local governments do have plans 
to build adaptation strategies such as 
flood-risk hotspot mapping, community 
evacuation plans, and development 
restrictions for certain high-risk areas. 
Furthermore, large green open spaces 
that can be flooded with minimal impact 
on human life are often zoned. Such 
spaces, however, are quickly filled by 
development proposals in line with state 
government targets.

This being said, given the devastating 
impacts of the recent floods, citizens are 
now protesting for both climate mitigation 
and adaptation strategies. Flood-affected 
residents of Lismore and surrounds have 
recently placed flood damaged items in 
front of Prime Minister Scott Morrisson’s 
Kirribilli house in order to present those 

in power with the real world impacts of 
climate inaction. Resilient Sydney starts 
with grassroots and community-led 
movements, be it direct action or through 
protest practising citizenship in a way 
which claims the right to liveable and 
resilient cities. 

Economic Inequality and 
Disadvantage

A resilient Sydney is a city in which all 
are equally protected, where vulnerability 
is not exacerbated in pockets of the city 
due to the stratification of wealth and 
privilege. Unfortunately, those most 
severely affected by extreme weather 
events are generally more economically 
vulnerable. Enduring an extreme weather 
is a traumatic experience, but recovering 
from one without a strong financial base 
is devastating.

In 2005 after the catastrophic floods in 
Louisiana caused by Hurricane Katrina, Ye 
(formerly known as Kanye West) famously 
stated “George Bush doesn’t care about 
black people”. Perhaps inadvertently, 
Ye was referring to the concept of 
environmental justice. The effects of 
climate change do not affect everyone 
equally, with poorer communities and 
ethnic minorities disproportionately 
affected. An infamous example of this 
was during Hurricane Katrina, where of 
the seven worst affected neighbourhoods, 
four of them had a population that was at 
least 75% black.

However, issues of environmental 
injustice also exist much closer to home. 
The impacts of heat in Sydney are not 
evenly distributed across the population. 
People of lower socio-economic standing 
are more likely to be severely affected 
by heat due to inadequate government 
planning in poorer areas, leading to 
more dark impervious surfaces, sparse 
vegetation, and cheap, but climate-
insensitive architectural decisions. 
Additionally, low socio-economic status 
communities must choose between 
spending a large percentage of income 
on cooling costs or enduring the heat. 
Access to and use of air conditioning 
has been shown to significantly reduce 
instances of heat related mortality, 
but for many people cooling costs are 
prohibitive. Furthermore, people of lower 
SES backgrounds are more likely to be 
priced out of areas with access to urban 
greenspace and bodies of water which act 
to reduce urban heat.

Sydney and Australia more generally 
are seeing growing levels of inequality. 
This inequality exists along spatial 

bounds. Within Sydney, the Western 
suburbs are most disadvantaged. Urban 
planning consultants Urbis found that 
the most geographically advantaged 
neighbourhoods have access to four 
times the job opportunities, eight times 
the social support and ten times the 
education opportunities when compared 
to the most disadvantaged areas.

Resilience in Sydney must mean 
reducing vulnerability for all. Sydney 
as a resilient city ought to think beyond 
just reducing the effects of climate 
change, and consider how economic and 
societal structures disadvantage certain 
demographics. Any comprehensive urban 
resilience plan recognises that the burden 
of adaptation is more difficult for some to 
bear. Imagining a better future for Sydney 
would address income inequality across 
spatial bounds and ensure everyone is 
protected from the dangers of climate 
change.

Housing
Reading this article, you may feel 

disheartened about the future of Sydney. 
However, in the future, people who have 
grown up environmentally conscious will 
be in the driving seat and I am confident 
that if we continue claiming the right to 
liveable and resilient cities, policy will 
follow.

Housing is a key factor in mitigating 
risk and vulnerability. We all have personal 
experience in this – some houses are built 
to be cool and waterproof, while others 
have their ceilings cave in storms and 
become unlivable on hot days. Changing 
the way in which we perceive housing 
will also change levels of vulnerability to 
disadvantage and climate change. While 
the right to housing is recognised by the 
United Nations, governance structures 
do not always put this right into practice. 
In order to build a more resilient Sydney 
in the future, the right to housing should 
be restructured as the right to affordable, 
safe and climate resistant housing for all. 
Changing the way in which the right to 
housing is perceived will ultimately build 
a more resilient Sydney.

In practice, this will mean a complete 
redesign of the current public and social 
housing system, including but not limited 
to retrofits to existing social housing 
infrastructure. While to some this may 
seem idealistic and beyond what can 
realistically be achieved, we only need 
to look to Vienna to see similar policies 
in practice. In Vienna almost 3 out of 
5 residents live in social housing and 
44% of the city’s housing stock is made 

up of subsidised housing. On top of this 
most residents in Vienna only put 25% 
of their income toward rent, compared 
to Sydney’s 32%. The project was started 
in 1919 when the Social Democrats came 
into power and was funded by a housing 
tax, which today is estimated to cost 
residents of Vienna only 1% of their 
yearly income. As well as this, having 
such a large portion of the population in 
government subsidised housing forces 
the government to maintain quality and 
quantity of housing, leading to beautiful 
architecture like you can see below. 
Vienna’s public housing policy reduces 
stigma and improves the quality of 
housing for all.

There is no reason why such a strategy 
could not be adopted in Sydney in years to 
come. The technology already exists and 
is improving at an increasing rate. The 
public housing system should be designed 
with sustainable climate control, solar 
energy, green roofs, smart technology 
and widespread insulation. This would 
reduce vulnerability to climate related 
risks as well as creating a society where 
inequality was less spatially segregated.

When asked about the role of 
campaigning and awareness raising 
Emma Bacon stated that the current 
state of our city is the result of long 
term poor planning and policy decisions. 
However, with a shift in power and with 
communities taking charge, this could 
change. 

“The issues we face today have 
been created by decades of planning 
decisions that prioritised profit over 
healthy communities and its the most 
marginalised communities that are facing 
the economic, environmental and health 
costs,” Bacon told Honi. 

“To address these problems, we need 
to change the power dynamics in our 
cities by supporting affected communities 
to have more of a say in their local 
environment and be empowered to build 
the liveable, equitable and sustainable 
cities of our future.”

While it is possible our future will 
be scary, I still have great hope for the 
future of Sydney. It is up to us as young 
people to change the future of Sydney 
and push for resilient and equitable 
cities which adequately consider the risks 
posed by climate events, such as extreme 
heat and flooding, as well as economic 
disadvantage. Technology and adaptation 
strategies already exist. It is now time for 
us to claim our right to a resilient city so 
we can live in our beautiful city for years 
to come.Dark roofs in Western Sydney contribute to the urban heat island effect, raising by 

temperatures by up to 4 °C inside the home. Source: The Guardian.

The Alt Erlaa affordable housing project in Vienna demonstrates that beautiful homes can belong to poorer families too. Source: The Tyee (left), The World (right).
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The global refugee crisis fades in and 
out of the political agenda. A few 

months ago, the Taliban’s sudden revival 
sent the world reeling. It flooded social 
media feeds across the globe – Instagram 
posts, Facebook shares, Snapchat filters, 
and many more. Then, more recently, 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine drew 
even more attention to the soon to be 
displaced peoples of both nations.

However, this time, it was met with 
a different approach. CBS News reporter 
Charlie D’Agata openly proclaimed: 
“[Ukraine] isn’t a place, with all due 
respect, like Iraq or Afghanistan, that has 
seen conflict raging for decades. This is 
a relatively civilized, relatively European 
– I have to choose those words carefully, 
too – city. One where you wouldn’t expect 
that, or hope that it’s going to happen”.

I was stunned. What does a certain 
place need to look or sound like in order 
to receive compassion from humankind? 
Instead of focusing on the ordinary 
citizens whose lives would be turned 
upside down, the media – and this 
example was one of many – decided to 
contrast Ukrainians and Russians against 
the Eastern World and its expatriates. 

Since this bigoted coverage has 
started to unravel, I found a sudden 
interest in Australia’s response to 
these sorts of crises. We are a relatively 
multicultural nation. According to the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics’ 2016 
Census, nearly half (49 per cent) of the 
Australian population was born overseas 
or has at least one parent born in another 
country.

At the very least, this seems like an 
asset to our nation. Benefits are evident 
from both an economic standpoint, 
through an expansion of the labour force 
and an increase in productivity, and from 
a social standpoint – an active process of 
learning, insight, tolerance and peace are 
nurtured. And these facts, often thought 

to be manufactured and promoted in a 
positive light by institutions in favour 
of multiculturalism, are not as isolated 
as one may think. In fact, 84 per cent 
of Australians see multiculturalism as 
beneficial for the country.

It’s clear that our nation has a 
multicultural composition and is able 
to reap the benefits of multiculturalism, 
and for the most part, believes that 
multiculturalism is a strength to our 
greater society. With this in mind, 
and returning back to the concept and 
attitudes towards displaced peoples, we 
must consider why Australia’s approach 
to ‘unlawful’ outsiders is of a malicious 
and criminal nature. 

Post-Vietnam War, after the 
dismantling of the White Australia Policy, 
Australia welcomed Eastern immigrants 
on its shores. Sociology professor 
Stewart Firth writes, “initially welcomed 
when most were fleeing communist 
Vietnam, asylum seekers have become 
increasingly unwanted by Australian 
governments in recent decades”. Within 
the span of forty odd years, Australia has 
withdrawn from its welcoming stance. 
With the implementation of the Howard 
government’s ‘Pacific Solution’, all asylum 
seekers arriving by boat were taken to 
mandatory detention centres on islands 
in the Pacific. Australia then surrendered 
to a passive, convenient solution to avoid 
dealing with its role in the global refugee 
crisis. From a time where asylum seekers’ 
safety was of concern, to modern times 
where Australian governments neglect 
their human rights, we now witness a 
normalised violation of social justice and 
international law. 

Manus Island in Papua New Guinea 
and The Republic of Nauru are at the 
crux of this violation; host islands to 
the detention centres asylum seekers 
are kept in when arriving in Australia 
by boat. However, the easy dismissal of 

their existence has taken its toll on the 
humans being imprisoned there. 

In her comprehensive examination of 
these islands, Madeline Gleeson, author 
of Offshore: Behind the Wire on Manus 
and Nauru, delves into the violative 
conditions of Australian detention 
centres. For example, she writes that in 
2014, when International Health and 
Medical Services (IHMS) sent experts to 
review the health of detainees, “a large 
number of the issues people presented 
with – skin infections, ear infections, 
allergic conjunctivitis, upper respiratory 
tract infections, thrush, back pain and 
dental issues – were either caused or 
aggravated by the environment and 
facilities themselves”. Her all-inclusive 
book provides countless examples such 
as these where the environment of these 
detention centres has been described 
by former detainees as “torture”, 
“psychological warfare” and a “living 
hell”. 

At this point in my research, I realise 
the paradox of the matter. The global 
refugee crisis – including Australia’s 
place in it – is rightfully categorised 
as a social justice issue. But, ironically, 
attempts by nations to manage this 
issue have created a further crisis. 
Refugees’ state of being is worsened. 
Their identities are left scathed. Their 
humanity is put into question when they 
extend their hand to a government who 
trivialises their suffering. 

I am by no means an expert in the 
matter. I come from a family of asylum 
seekers who are now settled refugees, 
nay, Australian citizens of almost thirty 
years, so there is a personal connection. 
But experts from an array of fields would 
be far more qualified, wouldn’t they? 
We call them experts. And I don’t mean 
your average, unqualified Australian 
with unsolicited opinions. I’m talking 
about a group of qualified experts, like 

social workers, lawyers, psychologists, 
and medical professionals, gathering in a 
room to work out how Australia needs to 
act when dealing with its influx of asylum 
seekers. 

A solution may be found in a ‘Royal 
Commission’, like the two currently 
investigating veteran suicide and 
discrimination against people with 
disabilities. As I mentioned, I am no 
expert on the matter, but my colloquial 
two cents may be enough to jumpstart my 
suggestion. The Commission could begin 
by accumulating first-hand recounts of 
the asylum seeker experience in island 
detention centres. Conceivably, the 
Commission could form subcommittees 
involving the aforementioned 
experts who can draft reports of their 
experiences in dealing with asylum 
seekers from Nauru and Manus. These 
experiential reports should, evidently, 
suggest the damaging implications of 
offshore detention and be the basis for 
new legislation. In the meantime, I have 
purchased Gleeson’s book; I even paid for 
express delivery. My stomach turns at the 
thought of sitting idly by with the federal 
election around the corner.  

These proposed initiatives would 
be an effective and logical method in 
handling the sensitivity of the issue. 
Until then, us social justice activists 
must continue to do what we always do: 
attend protests, write to MPs, donate to 
organisations and, most importantly, 
start open conversations about the 
unjust treatment of asylum seekers 
in Australian detention centres. For 
example, reading is my way of educating 
myself so that I can then inform others. 
Perhaps then the malicious approach our 
nation has taken in dealing with Eastern 
outsiders can be rectified, and a new 
chapter, distanced from events like the 
White Australia Policy and the Pacific 
Solution, can be inscribed in our social 
justice history.

Australian Athletics: The best it’s been in decades?
Xavier Zuccon is optimistic about the future of athletics in the green and gold.

Athletics is not a sport central to our 
country’s identity in the way cricket 

and the AFL are. Yet from the 1950’s 
up to the early 70’s Australian athletes 
were powerhouses on the track. Marjorie 
Jackson, nicknamed the ‘Lithgow Flash’, 
won two Olympic gold medals in 1952 (for 
the 100m and 200m tracks). Australia’s 
‘Golden Girl’ Betty Cuthbert, arguably our 
greatest sprinter, dominated the world 
scene across the 100m, 200m and 400m 
tracks. Herb Elliot, Ron Clarke, Ralph 
Doubell and John Landy rank among the 
greatest distance runners to have ever set 
foot on a track, breaking 23 world records 
(17 of those belonging to Clarke alone) in 
events from the 800m to 10,000m. 

These athletes’ performances on the 
track, their back stories and “never say die” 
attitudes cement Australian athletics into 
the Australian sporting psyche. National 
heroes and household names were created 
in these three decades.

Since then, Australia’s success has 
been limited to a few stars such as Dani 
Stevens (discus), Steve Hooker (pole 
vault), Sally Pearson, Debbie Flintoff-King 
(400m hurdles), Cathy Freeman and Jana 
Pittman (400m). However, we seem to be 
on the horizon of a new period of athletic 

success judged by the recent World 
Championships.

Over the last 14 years, we’ve seen 
increasing numbers of athletes achieving 
Olympic and World qualification marks. 
Australia has gone from sending a team of 
40 to Beijing 2008, to a team of 63 in Tokyo 
2021. This is also shown in the size of our 
World Championship team, which jumped 
from 43 to 59 in the decade from 2009 to 
2019.

Most notable has been the 
considerable improvements since 
2016, attributed to a post-Rio bump. 
According to a statistical analysis I 
conducted of World Championship and 
Olympics results, although the number of 
medaling events was in line with previous 
performances at the Games, an impressive 
55 per cent of Australian athletes made 
their final (up from 46 and 43 per cent 
the two Games prior). Changes in the 
trajectory of given sports can often be 
traced to past Games, where particularly 
impressive performances tend to raise the 
profile of a sport and attract new talent 
and investment from government and 
sponsors.

However, in Tokyo, Australia fell 
short of replicating the success in Rio, 

with the proportion of athletes making 
a final dipping back to 41 per cent. Yet 
this is not the only metric of success, as 
Australia also sent its largest ever team 
to an overseas Olympics - many of whom 
are at the beginning of their careers. These 
talents have seen our presence grow on the 
international circuit, with Australian team 
sizes increasing by half in comparison to 
the 2008/09 Olympics and Worlds to the 
2019/21 events. 

The call for optimism is most apparent 
at the national level. In the last 7 years, 
34 outdoor national records have been 
broken (some equalled) compared to 19 
outdoor national records in the period 
before 2016 - approximately an 80 per cent 
increase.

So who are the faces behind the 
resurgence in Australian athletics?Kelsey-
Lee Barber, remembered for her incredible 
last-gasp throw that captured the Bronze 
in her javelin final in Tokyo, is currently 
Australia’s best female thrower - and 
only the 4th Australian woman to win an 
Olympic medal in a throwing discipline. 
She will be defending her 2019 World 
Championship title later this year in 
Oregon.

Nicola McDermott, a high jumping 
Tokyo Silver medalist, is the only 
Australian woman to surpass the magical 
2m mark. McDermott jumped into 
Australian hearts by making it a habit 
of writing down a rating out of 10 in her 
journal after every jump.

Stewart McSweyn is currently our 
best long-distance runner, clocking a mile 
in 3 min and 48.37 sec, and breaking an 
Australian record set since 2005. Despite 
a “disappointing” 7th place finish in his 
1500m final in Tokyo, McSweyn won three 
major international meets in 2021 and 
currently ranks third in the world behind 
a Kenyan and Norwegian, who have had 
a hold on middle-distance events for the 

past half decade. 

Michael Dooley, a coach who has 
trained three Olympians, suspects there 
are a few factors behind our recent spike 
in athletics performances. The first he 
believes is an increase in the number of 
coaches who have had opportunities to 
go overseas and learn from some of the 
very best sprint, distance, jumping and 
throwing coaches the sport has to offer. 
This rings true with high jumper Nicola 
McDermott, who went along with her 
coach to Europe in 2018 to compete for 
a season and came back knowing that 
Nicola’s technique would need to be 
reworked if she was going to challenge 
the world’s best. She is now an Olympic 
silver medallist. The incorporation of new 
techniques into elite athletics programs 
is vastly improving the overall quality of 
Australian coaching.

Coach Dooley also believes that 
former Australian athletes, many of whom 
competed at the international level in 
the 90s and 2000s, have now moved into 
coaching, and in doing so have brought a 
wealth of knowledge and experience from 
their own time in the sport that is taking 
today’s athletes to new heights.

Athletics has a rich and long history 
in Australia, onwe that is entwined 
with stories of success, hard work and 
redemption. While the sport is yet to reach 
heights similar to that it experienced 
in the mid 20th century, there is much 
excitement now following today’s crop 
of elite athletes, a growing and ever 
improving group striving to reinstate 
Australia on the world athletics map. 

With the demands of modern sport and 
the intensity of training at the top level, all 
for incredibly modest remuneration, these 
athletes are already legends in their own 
right. So here’s to their recent successes 
and the promise they hold for the future of 
Australian athletics as a whole. 

The borscht and the besieged — Life after fleeing Ukraine
Miya Sywak reflects on life with newly immigrated family from Ukraine.

I’ve always lived a sort of double life; this 
constant feeling that I’m too Australian 

to be Ukrainian but too Ukrainian to be 
Australian. In some ways, I’m happy I 
never had the chance to play netball or 
go to sleepovers, those countless hours 
studying Ukrainian language and culture 
have finally paid off.

It was an ever-present fear in my family 
that the Russia/Ukraine tensions would 
boil over, but the shock that came with 
those first Russian bombs opened up a new 
world of fears.

I hadn’t seen my grandparents, who 
are from Zaporizhzhia, in over 7 years. 
Our phone conversations were never 
longer than asking how each other was, 
but everything changed on 4 March this 
year when we found out their city had been 
occupied by Russian troops. In the face of 
the unfolding threat of Europe’s largest 
nuclear power plants (which are also in 
Zaporizhzhia) becoming compromised and 
leading to a nuclear disaster, I got scared. 

By the very next week, both my 
grandparents were on a flight to Australia. 

Historically, Zaporizhzha was a 
Cossack stronghold: a land of free men 

who defended their homeland. This year, 
it’s under Russian fire for the first time in 
over 300 years. The artillery attack on the 
Zaporizhzian nuclear plant was condemned 
around the world, and denounced as a war 
crime by Ukraine and the US embassy in 
Kyiv.

“Why is it so popular to care now?” my 
Mama asks, “everyone said it was inevitable 
but only chooses to open their eyes now.” 
Ever since the fall of the Soviet Union, and 
particularly since the Maidan Revolution 
in 2014, the Ukrainian people have been 
pushing away from Russia. 

My other grandparents, who emigrated 
from Ukraine in the 60s, have also always 
been a key part of my life. But toward my 
newly-refugee grandparents, since they 
arrived in my living room almost a month 
ago, I have felt so disconnected from them 

They know all about me, but I know 
nothing of them. I feel like a stranger, 
passing them in the kitchen, and my 
dedushka snoring on the couch and my 
babushka making a pot of borscht every 
other day.

Slowly, I’m becoming more comfortable 
with my own family. They ask how 

my studies are, how work is and about 
Australian reality TV — which they don’t 
understand a word of, yet still  finding the 
fights on Married At First Sight hilarious. 
When we watch the Ukrainian news, a 
24hr stream of the war, it’s clear to see how 
much I’m yet to understand. 

It feels so far away, the bombings in 
Mariupol, the ruins in Kharkiv, and their 
decision to leave. It also feels closer than 
ever, the daily death toll, the constant 
phone calls,the overwhelming noise of it 
all. I wonder what kind of a person I would 
be if my family never left Ukraine. Would 
our dinner table discussions have grown 
into the moral considerations; ‘would you 
flee your home or defend it?’, ‘to live or to 
die?’ 

We were lounging around the kitchen 
one day, when a Qantas plane flew 
noticeable low over us. “The Russian 
planes flew past our apartment real low” 
my babushka says in the dead silence. 

We share wacky-grandparent-
moments intermittently, such as finding 
my dedushka making porridge at 3am. 
Yet there’s always a constant reminder of 
what’s happening in Ukraine - long calls 
checking if their friends and other family 
are ok - the smallest of banal routines 
setting off memories of their old life. 

Australia has promised humanitarian 
visas to Ukrainians fleeing the war, 
allowing them to work, access Medicare, 
and to continue their education for up 
to 3 years. This, along with an influx of a 
growing Ukrainian diaspora, means my 
grandparents are here to stay - possibly 
forever.

I don’t want to call this an eye-opening 
experience, but it’s progressively changing 
the outlook of my own heritage. There’s 
been an immense resurgence in patriotism, 
a cultural revival amongst the diaspora; 
our only hope now is to keep our language, 
culture, and family alive. 

“It feels so far away, the 
bombings in Mariupol, the 

ruins in Kharkiv, their decision 
to leave. It also feels closer 

than ever, the daily death toll, 
the constant phone calls, the 
overwhelming noise of it all.”

Betty Cuthbert crossing the line at the 1956 Olympic Games in Melbourne.

Imprisoning the other: Australia’s malicious approach  
to outsiders           Danny Yazdani ruminates on Australia’s inhuman offshore detention scheme.  

Are Instagram infographics powerful or reductive?
Sandy Ou considers the rise and impact of infographic-led activism.

The year 2020 brought unexpected 
changes in the global trajectory. The 

pandemic was fresh and unfamiliar; life 
was limited to the confines of the home 
and discussion of the state of the world 
shifted online. Social media sites became 
the primary fora for accessing and sharing 
news, and thus a crucial tool for activism 
campaigns.

In the wake of George Floyd’s murder, 
Instagram was flooded with infographics to 
raise awareness about police brutality and 
racial injustice. The infographic, a currency 
of the online attention economy, was 
popularised like never before, propagated 
in the midst of lockdown-induced social 
media hyperfocus. Activists were now 
obliged to educate, fundraise, coordinate 
mutual aid and compete for exposure and 
support, all in a few easily-digestible and 
shareable slides.

Instagram (along with TikTok and 
Twitter) consequently became one of the 
primary intellectual and communicative 
spaces for contemporary discourse, as an 
avenue for many to become aware of and 
participate in social change.

Fundamentally, the app is designed 

to keep users mindlessly scrolling and 
refreshing for endless streams of content. 
In this game of captivation, the lifespan of 
a post is short. Typically an Instagram post 
has met its peak engagement within 48 
hours. 

On a platform that is so fast and fleeting, 
what makes infographics on Instagram 
so compelling is the condensation of 
information into aesthetically-appealing 
visuals. In a maximum of ten slides, 
infographics grab the attention of users 
who mindlessly scroll through the app and 
make often drab or dismal topics easy to 
digest and share, sparking interest among 
the otherwise socially and politically 
disengaged. 

Infographics created by @feminist, 
@the_female_lead and @feminismatw 
make use of graphic illustrations of women 
of different body types, skin colours, 
hairstyles and fashion sense. They are key 
visual elements that, at a glance, express 
their stance of empowerment and develop 
a connection with Instagram users who 
these illustrations represent. Similarly, 
succinct but impactful phrases such as 
‘We can smash the patriarchy’ or ‘I won’t 

apologise for evolving past your comfort 
zone’ are commonly used to provoke 
distinct emotional responses, striking 
viewers immediately upon interacting with 
the post. 

In a mere ten slides, however, there is 
limited room for the complexities of issues to 
be delineated. Though arguably many forms 
of public activism may involve a degree of 
simplification or reduction, the intentional 
design of Instagram and the short lifespan 
of posts are uniquely reductive qualities. 
Without room for nuanced portrayals of 
complex issues, Instagram users are at risk 
of developing unbalanced or oversimplified 
understandings. Often, accounts adhere 
to a singular, narrow ideology that fails to 
provide a thorough explanation or critically 
engage with competing perspectives. 

At the end of infographics is typically 
a call to action to like and share the post, 
or to change one’s profile picture or bio to 
demonstrate support. This draws Instagram 
into the transactional consumption of 
information and commodifies activism 
as a source of online clout and attention. 
Not only does this drive users towards 
performative, virtue-signalling acts such 

as liking, commenting and reposting, but it 
also affects broader social inertia towards 
these issues; online interaction becomes 
a stand-in for activism and fostering real 
social change. 

On the other hand, we cannot rule out 
the utility of infographics in rendering 
social and political issues more accessible 
than ever. In an age where many own a 
smartphone and can access the internet, a 
wealth of information is readily available. 
This is the case for Gen Z, 59% of whom get 
their news from social media and 65% of 
whom check Instagram on a daily basis. Now, 
anyone with an account can easily view and 
publish content to express a particular idea. 
Considering this, the reductive qualities 
of Instagram infographics do not simply 
deem them entirely problematic. Perhaps 
this is the price tag for the greater good of 
accessibility. 

Social media is now an irreplaceable 
aspect of our lives. So long as Instagram 
operates as a space for social and political 
discussion, infographics will circulate. Users 
must remain wary in our consumption of 
them. 
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Atong Atem — decolonial Sci-Fi and the power of portraiture
Amelia Koen writes. Thomas Sargeant and Amelia Koen interview.

Afro-futurism and colonial histories; 
ethnographic frames and Sci-Fi 

words — these are the prevalent themes 
which drive and underpin the works 
of Ethiopian-born, South Sudanese 
Melbourne based artist, Atong Atem.

Last Tuesday at The Art Gallery of 
New South Wales (AGNSW), Atem was 
awarded the inaugural La Prairie Award: 
a $50,000 acquisitional prize, with 
the opportunity to attend Art Basel in 
Switzerland, valued at $30,000.

The award winning artwork, A yellow 
dress, a bouquet (2022), is a sequential 
series of five self-portraits that turns 
ethnographic photography and modern 
notions of self-portraiture on their head.  

Working in pigment print 
photographs, Atem directs, shoots, and 
models for her photography; creating 
new worlds and alternate futures 
through vivacious velveteen make-up 
and thoughtfully crafted set-design.

Upon receiving the award at the 
podium, Atem welcomed us to the 
“presentation of [her] stand-up career” 
and, after many laughs, described 
receiving the award and its recognition 
of her work as a “huge honour and a 
pleasure”. 

Awarded jointly by AGNSW and the 
award’s sponsor, Swiss skincare house 
La Prairie, the award seeks to champion 
Australian women artists and their 
works. AGNSW Director, Michael Brand, 
said that the award will “support the 
ambitions of women artists and enable 
their artistic practice to grow in new 
directions” with the goal of developing a 
growing body of work. 

At the award ceremony, the Director of 
La Prairie for Australia and New Zealand, 
Rosi Fernandez, expressed that, through 
the La Prairie Award, they can “play [their] 
part in supporting gender parity in the 
arts.” The acquisitive award is the first 
of its kind, and represents the “organic 
elevation of [the] partnership” between 
La Prairie and AGNSW; notably giving 
the winning artist the opportunity to 
increase their international profile.   

***

Honi sat down with Atem and 
discussed her philosophy, artistic 
practice, and political goals in the 
institution of art — and beyond. 

H: You spoke earlier about the 
Sci-Fi influences on your work, can 
you tell us about the world you’ve 
created in A yellow dress, a bouquet 
and the ways it draws on your own 
experiences? 

A: I suppose the Sci-Fi world I have 
created in my work is an amalgamation 
of everything in pop culture and media 
that I have loved. I’ve always been 
drawn to Sci-Fi and fantasy, because 
it’s a space where impossible worlds 
become reality; it’s a space where you can 
be ahistorical, but it always is a reflection 
of the history and the politics of the real 
world. 

I find it quite fascinating, the choices 
from people who make science fiction 
and fantasy worlds are quite intriguing, 
because a lot of the time, it’s a replication 
of the politics of the real world. And you 
don’t have to do that. You can literally do 
whatever you want. 

My worlds are ones that are informed 
by aesthetics, and they’re not apolitical 
because nothing is apolitical, but it’s a 
politics of aesthetics.

H: You’ve mentioned that your work 
is informed by studio photography 
and family photographs, as well as 
ethnographic and postmodern genres 
of photography. Given these themes, 
how do you see your personal politics 
reflected in the work?

A: I suppose, like at the core of it, it 
is about choices. I think acknowledging 
that politics, someone else, or something 
else, has informed our choice: our choice 
to dress, how we do dress or don’t dress, 
or how we speak or don’t speak, when we 
speak and don’t speak. 

Every single thing that we do, we’re 
basically submerged and suspended in a 
thick air of politics and history that we 
can’t escape, but we can acknowledge 
it, and we can be informed by that 
realisation. 

That’s where my work exists. It’s 
sort of in the jelly, of the politics and the 
history that has come before and exists 
around me. I don’t know how to word 
this, but essentially in my whole time 
living in this country, I’ve never been 
afforded the luxury of being seen as an 
apolitical person or an apolitical body. 

From a very, very young age, I’ve had 
to reckon with what it means to be the 
person that I am. And I think everybody 
should do that, but not everybody’s 
inundated with that reality from a young 
age. So my work is basically informed by 
a five year old, a six year old, a 10, 15, 
20 year old person who can’t escape the 
world around her — and has the power 
to create a new one. And that’s the space 
that my work exists in politically. 

H: Fantastic, absolutely. It reflects 
the kind of inherent politicisation of 
Blackness, of yourself. 

Yeah, absolutely. That’s where my 
interest in photography comes from. The 
history of photography is one that exists, 
or was created, as an attempt to present 
and record factual things, like truth. But 
again, the people that were taking those 
‘truthful’ photographs, were making 
choices about what was in the frame, what 
wasn’t in the frame, and how the people 
in the frame were depicted: whether they 
were smiling, whether their faces were 
even visible, whether they were given 
individual identities outside of their race 
or their culture. And I think my work is 
trying to do the exact opposite.

I’m trying to make you aware of the 
fact that everything is a choice, and it’s 
so evident in the fact that you very rarely 
see just my skin. I’m making a conscious 
choice to present my skin in a particular 
way and making a conscious choice 
there’s a background that I’ve chosen. 
Everything is informed by some choice 
that I’ve made, as a way of reminding 
people that there is nothing inherently 
truthful about a photograph.

H: I’d love to follow up on what 
you’re saying about ethnographic 
photography. You’ve discussed the 
ways in which it frames blackness in 

a way that still informs conceptions 
today — what kind of new frame do 
you see yourself creating?

I don’t think I’m creating a new 
frame at all; and I think that’s a big, 
big part of my constant reference to the 
history that I’m informed by. 

It’s a pre-existing history of 
reframing, rethinking, and anti-
colonial thinking, that I’m trying to 
attach myself to. I suppose it releases 
me of the pressure of existing within 
a Western canon of art history, that 
makes me feel like I have to start ‘the 
new thing’. I don’t actually have to do 
that. What I can do is divert people’s 
attention to an already existing, but 
historically sidelined, way of thinking 
about images and image-making, that 
I already put into. And so many people 
already fit into it. 

It’s inherently African in that it 
was informed by African politics and 

African responses to colonialism; but, 
in the same way, the texts that were 
taught in high school and the images 
and the artists that we’re taught to relate 
to — I’m supposed to be able to relate to 
Picasso, or whoever, regardless of the fact 
that we’re so not the same. But there’s an 
expectation that people from within the 
Western canon are inherently relatable. 

I feel like my mission, if there is 
a mission, or my act as an artist, is: 
celebrating, acknowledging, showcasing, 

and participating in a different canon of 
art history that has existed long before 
me. Long before colonialism, long before 
the photograph and the camera existed, 
and will continue to exist. 

That is much more earnest and 
honest and truthful and meaningful, in 
my humble opinion. 

H: On that same thread of 
individuals feeling as though they 
don’t fit in the canon, would you have 
a particular message for young people 
and young artists who don’t necessarily 
feel accepted into the gallery-space, 
or into these institutions that are not 
made for them? 

A:  I’m quote-unquote ‘young’ and 
an emerging artist as well. I think that 
for me, despite all these things that 
I’ve done, that I’m really proud of, that 
feeling has not gone away. 

I don’t think that it’s helpful to try 
to get rid of that feeling of alienation 
or otherness. I think it’s really helpful 
to remind yourself that there are 
mechanisms in place to make most of us 
feel that way — and those mechanisms 
are colonial, and they work to make 
certain spaces exclusive in order for 
certain people in positions of power to 
feel like their power is warranted, and it’s 
earned. 

I think a much more useful thing 
to say, or to acknowledge, is ‘I’m not 
welcome or comfortable in these spaces 
and I want access to those spaces’. But, 
what do you actually want? Once you 
have the access, then what? Is it that you 
want to showcase your work? Is it that 
you want to speak about things that you 
feel you can’t speak about? Is it that you 
want to make work that is, you know, not 
necessarily celebrated currently? What 
other ways can you do that? 

For me, the reason that I’m able 
to have access to these spaces, that I 
historically and personally have not felt 
comfortable or accepted into, is because I 
sought to do what I wanted to do outside 
of those spaces with communities that 
made me feel welcome. 

I think it’s easier said than done, 
but finding spaces that make us feel 
whole leads to us feeling much more 
comfortable taking over the spaces that 
want to erase us.

At the end of the day, the onus 
is on people in positions of power to 
acknowledge us. This weird thing 
happens where as soon as we ignore 
them — the people in positions of power 
— as soon as we say, actually we don’t 
want what you want, they’re like “Wait!”

Let’s figure out how to make 
community at the centre of our power 
and our strength. I guess it’s rich coming 
for me having just received this amazing 
award from the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales, but the only way I was able to 
make work that felt really powerful and 
true was when I started to just figure out 
what the fuck I wanted to do.

A yellow dress, a bouquet is on display 
at the Art Gallery of NSW until May 22.

An unabridged version of this article is 
available online.

The past as a roadmap for the future of Sydney’s art music scene  
Alexander Poirier maps the future 
of art music. 

Art music - structurally advanced 
classical music of high aesthetic 

value - is propelled forward in Sydney by 
two conflicting camps. One advocates for 
the cultivation of a uniquely Australian 
sound, while the other holds true to the 
canon of European classical music. A look 
to the past may indicate which camp will 
gain ascendancy.

The prominence of European music 
in Sydney is founded upon the expunging 
of Indigenous musical practices by 
colonisation. When the British invaded 
Sydney in 1788, European musical 
traditions were conveyed through Anglo-
Saxon folk ballads brought by convicts, 
sailors, soldiers, and classical music by 
free settlers. At the time, the Classical 
period was at its peak in Europe, but the 
long duration of sea-travel and lack of a 
substantial printing industry meant Sydney 
fell several years behind Continental 
trends. The Australian ensembles of this 
era comprised small choral societies 
and folk groups performing whatever 
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Post-Internet music and the rise of Hyperpop
Nelson Crossley writes.

In 2019, the Hyperpop duo 100 gecs 
dropped their debut studio album 1000 

gecs. The songs are short and abrasive, 
with vocals reminiscent of Alvin and the 
Chipmunks. Yet somehow, the album 
works. For weeks I found myself walking 
around screaming the catchy hooks. 
The Hyperpop genre is a masterclass 
in maximalism, where elements of 
mainstream pop are exaggerated to be 
near-unlistenable.

After the release of 1000 gecs the 
genre of Hyperpop launched into the 
mainstream. In 2020, Spotify released 
their Hyperpop playlist and unearthed a 
plethora of hidden artists. In some cases, 
artists with established careers like Rico 
Nasty are shifting and blending genres to 
expand upon the Hyperpop sound.

The emergence of 100 gecs should 
not be conflated with the invention of 
Hyperpop though. ‘Hyperpop’ was first 
used to describe the sound developed 
by music collective PC Music’s founder 
A. G. Cook. PC Music was founded in 
2013 and its members include many big 

names in the space: A. G. Cook, SOPHIE, 
and Hannah Diamond. The collective 
also frequently collaborates with Charli 
XCX, who, after the release of A. G. Cook-
produced Vroom Vroom EP and Pop 2, 
asserted herself as an integral player in 
the Hyperpop game. 

Despite PC Music enjoying success 
since the early 2010s, it took until 2020 
for the genre to experience a meteoric 
rise in popularity. I believe this is because 
music is enriched by its cultural context. 
While some critics claim music should 
be solely about the sound, Hyperpop is 
an argument to the contrary. The genre 
is characterised by its inspirations drawn 
from and connection to internet culture.

In the mid-2000s, punk artist Marisa 
Olson used the term ‘post-internet’ 
to describe her work. The term refers 
to art that is heavily inspired by the 
aesthetics of the internet. Later, in 2010, 
Grimes began also describing her music 
as post-internet. The term has since 
been invoked in art and music circles 
to the point of becoming a clichéd 
buzzword. Nonetheless, it remains an apt 
description of the Hyperpop subculture.

The genre of Hyperpop is about the 
performers and their identities, including 
how their relationship with the internet 
has shaped them. Artists have been co-
produced and guided by the internet, 
with lyrics often throwing back to early 
2000s videos and memes. For instance, 
the 2020 project ‘Food House’ by Fraxiom 
and Gupi samples nyan cat, references 
ASDF movie, the iPod shuffle, and the 
chad walk. The lyrics are hilarious and 
representative of the ways internet 
culture informed their childhoods. 

One of the first examples of internet 
culture producing a musical artist was 
the virality of ‘Ginseng Strip 2002’ by 
Swedish rapper Yung Lean in 2013. Yung 
Lean recorded the song when he was 15 
and filled the lyrics with absurd content 
while attaching a vaporwave aesthetic. 
From there, the music video gained 
millions of views. It was relatable as it 
didn’t take itself too seriously and was 
delivered in online vernacular familiar 
to teenagers at the time. Interestingly, 
‘Ginseng Strip 2002’ has now gripped a 
younger audience on TikTok nearly ten 
years after first going viral on YouTube.

In 2022 it would be hard to talk 
about Hyperpop without mentioning the 
influence of TikTok. In many ways the 
genre is a perfect fit for the app; short 
bursts of energy aimed at progressive 
zoomers drinking monster energy drinks. 
TikTok and other social media sites are 
personality-driven. Artists are able to 
showcase their identity in a curated but 
more authentic manner - something 
scarcely possible for artists in the past. 
Fans can watch their favourite artists 
talking about their sound in loungewear 
rather than dressed up on national 
television. Now one can feel they know 
Charli XCX, not just be a fan of her music. 

The trajectory of music is likely 
to follow Hyperpop’s model. I am not 
claiming that in the future all music will 
sound like 100 gecs. Rather, music will 
be produced in tandem with internet 
subcultures and the platforms their 
artists communicate through. Musicians 
are now able to connect with fans 
without a massive PR team. Accordingly, 
communities will grow, defining 
subcultures and aesthetics along the way.

sheet music on whatever instruments 
they could find. Australian music, then, 
effectively adopted European sounds 
while neglecting the traditions of First 
Nations people. 

Today, Sydney’s major orchestras 
and opera companies perpetuate the 
dominance of European classical music. 
For example, the Living Music Report 
found that in Sydney in 2019, works 
by dead, cishet, German men from the 
18th-19th Centuries featured more than 
all female composers combined, more 
than Australian or living composers, and 
signficantly more than First Nations and 
non-white composers. Even a quick glance 
at the 2022 seasons shows an unfortunate 
continuation of this trend. These works 
are indeed incredible pieces of art, but 
in a country so distant and more diverse 
than the culture from which it originates, 
should they be held to a higher standard 
than everything else? Breaking the idea of 
the musical canon is a hard task; audiences 
and donors have expectations for specific 
performances, most of which are out of 
the control of the artistic planners. To 
prepare future orchestral players for these 

types of performances, youth orchestras 
also continue with this music. 

The Conservatorium has been a crucial 
player in strengthening this European 
hegemony. When it was founded on the 
site of a crumbling, convict-era governor’s 
stables in 1915, the Con was the first and 
only state-funded conservatorium in the 
British Empire. Under the direction of 
Belgian violinist Henri Verbrugghen, the 
Con taught students under Continental 
models of musicology and performance, 
hosting the first full-time orchestra in 
Australia by the early 1920s. Under the 
current dean, Anna Reid, however, the 
Con has made substantial progress in 
diversifying its approach to classical 
music. Music Education students must 
take classes in non-Western theory and 
performance; the gamelan and Chinese 
music ensembles are the largest they’ve 
ever been; and composers of minority 
groups feature prominently in harmony 
and history classes. 

This shift has occurred in the context 
of a broader social movement beyond 
the Con. Just last month, for example, 

the Omega Ensemble performed works 
by Queensland Symphony’s principal 
didgeridoo player William Barton 
alongside those of Mozart. Indigenous 
music has existed in the lands of the city 
for millenia, and the inclusion of this in 
the Australian sound in recent times 
shows an appreciation of its continuous 
existence and development in society. 
Meanwhile, USyd’s new Chinese Orchestra 
performed at the Lunar Festival for the 
City of Sydney, building on the growth of 
the Con’s Chinese Music Ensemble. 

At the Con, there is a sense that the 
current orchestral culture isn’t right. From 
the Eurocentric days of Verbugghen’s 
leadership, the Con has grown to include 
music teachings from every genre and era, 
including composers and performers from 
all walks of life. Education is the primary 
way to create change, as it’s from the 
beginning that we can teach people about 
new ideas and change our thinking. There 
is still a while to go to fully break down 
Sydney’s Eurocentric basis, but with the 
correct leadership and planning, there 
is hope for the future of the Con, and 
Sydney’s art music landscape as a whole. 
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Sam Randle delves into the murky 
waters of space exploration.

CW: discussion of colonisation.

This month, NASA started the assembly 
of its Europa Clipper spacecraft set to 

launch in October 2024. With an estimated 
cost of around $5.7 billion and preliminary 
development dating back to 2012, the 
project is a financially-exhaustive and 
labour-intensive endeavour that aims to 
uncover more about Europa — a moon of 
Jupiter.

If the mission is successful, we should 
be notified of an orbit insertion in April 
2030, and start receiving reports on 
the chemical composition of the Jovian 
Moon’s surface and subterranean oceans 
shortly thereafter.

Europa is a particularly interesting 
celestial body because of the vast ocean 

Field Notes 

Chiara Bragato goes for a walk.

Like many a Sydney-sider, I grew up 
surrounded by pockets of nature: 

greenery filled with the deafening sounds 
of cicadas in the heat, the croaking of 
frogs at dusk, and birds flitting about 
the trees. One of the constants of my 
childhood summers was seeing skinks 
running about and blue-tongue lizards 
sunning themselves on the warm pavers. 
Sprinting across open patches of land, 
these lizards crawled amongst the brush 
and rustled the grass as they moved. On 
a hot day, they’d claim our garden steps 
for their own, vacating it only as we got 
too close, only to promptly return to the 
deliciously warm patches of sun.

A few years ago, I looked about my 
garden and realised it had been years 
since I’d seen a blue-tongue. Gone are the 
days when I’d see lizards the size of my 
forearm. Now, I’m lucky to see more than 
a few little skinks a month.

I’m not the only one to have noticed 
this. Conservationists have been voicing 
their concern for a decade now, stating that 
native species are increasingly threatened 
by human habits. Rapid urbanisation 
and increasing population density have 
significantly impacted the size and extent 
of blue-tongue lizard populations. The 
rise of apartment blocks and duplexes has 
not only cleared previously untouched 
land, but has shrunk what greenery is left. 
Backyards continue to get smaller, with 
many families installing decks, concrete, 
and pools, where previously bushes would 
have hidden a family of blue-tongues.

Snail bait and increased use of 
pesticides have threatened native species. 
Domestic pets, particularly cats, continue 
to terrorise what remains of the lizard 
population. Attacks from pets on native 
wildlife have numbered in the thousands 
over the past few years, with one cat killing 
on average 16 mammals, eight birds and 
eight reptiles a year (Birdlife WA).

In the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999), 
the Adelaide Pygmy Blue-tongue 
(tiliqua adelaidensis) was declared to be 
nationally endangered. Its cousins, the 
Western and Centralian Blue-tongues 
(tiliqua occipitalis and multifasciata, 
respectively), are listed as vulnerable, 
whilst the Slender Blue-tongue 
(cyclodomorphus melanops elongatus) 
has also been declared endangered.

As a national icon, the blue-tongue 
lizard should not be forgotten. In order to 
help these animals, it is essential that we 
recreate the spaces of our childhood years. 
Green spaces, filled with small brush, logs, 
and stones that provide hiding places 
are essential. Create homes for the little 
creatures of our ecosystems. Fill your 
garden with native grasses and shrubs, 
keep your pets indoors, and relish in the 
small victories, or rather, small visitors.

Amelia Koen gives you a line (about 
science).

Let’s be honest, university students are 
no stranger to drugs; hell, you might 

even be familiar yourself. So prick up your 
ears and get high on the science — some 
might even be good for you. 

A study published on 1 March by the 
University of Sydney’s Faculty of Medicine 
and Health revealed groundbreaking links 
between common pain management drugs 
and the immune system’s vulnerability to 
infectious diseases such as COVID-19. The 
researchers conducted an international 
literature review of pre-existing clinical 
trials to draw conclusions on available data. 

Though it is known that pain 
medications interact with the immune 
system, it has been unclear whether they 
can play a significant role in the treatment 
of infectious disease — until now. Studying 
pharmaceutical opioids and non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) — such 
as aspirin, panadol, ibuprofen — researchers 
were able to draw new conclusions about 
how pain medication may impact the 
outcomes of infectious diseases. 

Significantly, the review found 
that, in vitro, indomethacin (a NSAID 
painkiller) had an antiviral effect in 
response to COVID-19 in the body. The 
anti-inflammatory medicine succeeded in 
reducing the replication of COVID-19 viral 
particles in the body. Despite the exciting 
potential implications of this finding, its 
clinical success must be investigated and 
researched in large trials. 

Conversely, other NSAIDs such as 
ibuprofen and aspirin were found to 

Does doing drugs protect you from COVID-19? 

Despair in the Anthropocene: On climate fictions and futures
Grace Lagan writes.
CW: mentions of sexual violence.

Too much writing on the climate crisis 
could be reduced to the phrase ‘I’m 

sorry for your loss’: the sort of clinical, 
absurdly detached cliche inflicted upon the 
bereaved, as though ignoring  their grief 
can extinguish it. 

We read IPCC reports in smoke-
choked summers and watch global climate 
summits fail in too-warm winters.The 
physical immediacy of the crisis is now 
all too apparent, but less acknowledged 
is the social toll. Beyond the occasional 
mainstream media piece discussing the 
rise of climate anxiety, a permanent and 
prominent discussion of the emotional, 
cultural and psychological impacts of 
the crisis is not yet a mainstay of climate 
writing. Thankfully, this gap is slowly being 
filled by a proliferation of climate fiction, 
or cli-fi for short. 

Climate fiction has its origins in the 
Australian literary canon, with the late 
George Turner credited with producing the 
first work of the genre, The Sea and Summer 
(1987). Since then, cli-fi has exploded 
globally. American author Richard Powers 
has epitomised the rise of the genre, with 
the wild success of Pulitzer Prize winner 
The Overstory (2018) and Booker short-
listed Bewilderment (2021).

Of course, much of this work is built on 
the contributions of First Nations culture, 
learnings, and writers. Waanyi writer and 

minimise the size of immune responses 
post-vaccination, when taken for symptoms 
such as headaches or fever after receiving a 
jab. This is worrying, as the body’s immune 
response post-vaccination is critical to the 
effectiveness of the immunity it provides 
you. 

Further, the review found that opioid 
analgesics — such as oxycodone and fentanyl 
— are linked to immunosuppression and 
thereby increase the risk of infection with 
any infectious disease. Hence, anaesthetic 
opiate drugs, including morphine, suppress 
the body’s innate immunity: the immune 
system you’re born with. However, they 
were also found to have varying effects on 
adaptive immunity: the immunity acquired 
throughout your life. In post-surgery 
settings, morphine can increase the risk of 
infection by suppressing crucial cells within 
the innate immune system, thus pointing to 
the need for anaesthetic medicines which 
do not compromise the immune system. 

As with much of the most compelling 
research, the findings of the paper were 
unplanned and unexpected. Published in 
the British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology, 
the review commenced in the early months 
of the pandemic initially in response to 
mass-hoarding of paracetamol.

The review’s lead author, Dr Christina 
Abdel-Shaheed of USyd’s School of 
Public Health, said: “We decided to study 
painkillers and fever medications generally 
and were amazed by what we found.”

“In 14 years of studying pain, this is 
the most important research I have been 
involved in.” 

With major clinical implications to 

better manage the treatment of infectious 
diseases, as well as clinical and surgical 
applications, the review notes that further 
large-scale research and clinical trials are 
required. 

A tangential study on cannabis out of 
Oregon State University found that certain 
cannabinoids can block cellular entry of 
COVID-19 in the body.

Now, before you reach for a bong — 
this isn’t the same chemical compound as 
recreational marijuana. The cannabinoids 
used in this research paper do not contain 
THC, the psychoactive component of the 
drug, but rather are isolated CBD acids. 
Specifically, CBGA and CBDA. 

According to the study published in 
January, in the Journal of Natural Products, 
these cannabinoids bind to the spike protein 
of COVID-19 viral cells. The compound that 
this adjoining process forms prevents the 
virus from entering the body’s cells, and 
therefore prevents the development of the 
infection.

Led out of Oregon State’s Global Hemp 
Innovation Center (where I know you 
wish you worked), the paper’s findings 
present potential new mechanisms to treat 
COVID-19.

The lead researcher, Richard van 

Breemen, said that these cannabis extracts 
“have a good safety profile in humans” — 
and in the article’s abstract, states that they 
“have the potential to prevent as well as 
treat infection by SARS-CoV-2”. 

The identification of relevant scientific 
reports for the review was conducted 
through an electronic search of health 
research databases, including MEDLINE, 
EMBASE, PsycINFO, CENTRAL and the 
Cochrane library. 

hypothesised  to lie beneath its icy surface. 
Due to this, astronomers are hopeful that 
Europa may harbour microbial life — and 
sci-fi enthusiasts hold even greater hope 
that there may be something more.

As an avid fan of space travel and sci-
fi, I find discussions of Europan (note: 
not European) exploration captivating. 
Among the astrological superstars — 
Mars, Venus, Mercury — Europa has less 
prominence in the Western cultural 
conscience.

While Mars almost inevitably evokes 
images of the billionaire-fueled space race 
and the corporate colonisation entwined 
with it, I refuse to let the same happen to 
imaginaries of Europa.

Fortunately, the basis for an optimistic 
exploration of Europa can be found in 
its hypothesised chemical composition. 
Unlike Mars, the Asteroid Belt, the Moon, 
or Venus, the Jovian satellite in question 
holds little appeal for extraterrestrial 
mining pursuits. While this does not 
exempt an Europan expansion motivated 
by profit, it does prompt us to imagine a 
future beyond the cliched and exploitative 
mining colony.

The most prominent depictions of 
Europa we might view to deduce this 
future include Arthur C. Clarke’s novel 

2010: Odyssey Two and the 

2013 film Europa Report. The unifying 
feature across these two depictions is a 
planet of scientific and (more specifically) 
xenological intrigue.

My favourite depiction, however, 
comes from the Finnish game studio 
Undertow Games. Barotrauma (2019) is 
set atop a backdrop of scientific inquiry. 
While the in-game colonies one travels 
between are cryptic in their motivations, 
many of the missions give insight 
into their purpose. As the captain of a 
submarine, the player shuttles supplies, 
retrieves artefacts, clears supply routes 
of aggressive fauna, and forges alliances 
with the moon’s factions.

Through dialogue, lore snippets, 
and in-game events, players come to 
understand that Europa is cut-off from 
Earth, making the name of the game 
survival. Whether Europa was settled 
for scientific purposes or not, the world 
of Barotrauma forces players to engage 
in an entirely new question: how should 
we govern a home beyond Earth? 
Mechanically speaking, this is achieved by 
performing different tasks for the various 
factions, thereby forging alliances.

In the game, the Europa Coalition 
is the de facto human superpower born 
out of a trade agreement by the two 
biggest colonies. They are a bureaucratic 
organisation with authoritarian 
tendencies. In stark contrast sits 
the Jovian Separatists, who fight for 
democratic control of Europa and the 
socialisation of its natural resources and 
human infrastructure. Finally, there’s 
the Church of the Husk, which fulfils 
the transhuman criterion of any good 
sci-fi. More importantly though, it acts 
as a vessel for questioning the extent to 
which humans should occupy non-human 
spaces without reconceptualising our 
relationship with nature — specifically 
the anthropogenic ontology that centres 
humans within the universe.

There is one more faction in 
Barotrauma: The Children of the 
Honkmother. Their in-game description 
characterises them as a “less-than-
organized [sic] lot who simply heed the 
call of the bikehorn [sic].” Due to their 
silliness, the clown-astronauts play an 
important role in legitimising the politics 

of the Church of the 
Husk, who seek 

“‘communion’ with the husk parasite in 
order to usher in a new kind of humanity, 
one more capable of surviving in [Europa’s] 
harsh environment, more in tune with 
the local ecosystem, and devoid of pride, 
hatred, fear, or complex thought.”

Most stories of human space 
exploration foster narratives of venturing 
into a new frontier and surviving a hostile 
environment. Usually, overcoming these 
challenges means bending the planet to 
humanity’s will. Dr Natalie Trevino, who 
studies anticolonial approaches to space 
exploration, notes that these narratives 
reinforce “ways of knowing and being 
[in space] to colonial and capitalist 
modes, where all things are reduced 
to exploitation.” In Barotrauma, The 
Church offers an alternative conception 
founded on ecological harmony and the 
stripping of colonial egoism via bonding 
with a native parasite. However, if players 
perform a task for the Church they risk 
reputational damage with the other 
factions. Through this context, the game 
reflects how challenging the status quo, 
which centres humanity in narratives 
of space exploration and colonisation, 
comes at a cost. 

Admittedly, I do find the use of the 
parasite motif disturbing. Of course, it 
is the extractive, capitalist colony that 
is parasitic, not the native wildlife — 
‘parasite’, sealife, or otherwise. There 
are myriad examples of Indigenous 
peoples who traditionally live within 
planetary and ecological boundaries. 
Why the developers chose to engage with 
ecological harmony through the idea of 
a parasite is perplexing, given such real-
world examples that could be drawn on. 

Barotrauma is unique because 
it recognises the contestability 

ART BY YASODARA PUHULE-GAMAYALAGE

Miles Franklin winner Alexis Wright has 
made significant contributions to the 
genre, most recently in her dystopian 
novel The Swan Book (2013). Wright’s 
writing deals with both the specific impact 
of the climate crisis on the land Indigenous 
people have protected for thousands of 
years and the crisis’s disproportionate 
impact on marginalised groups. 

The fundamental paradox of climate 
fiction lies in individualised emotional 
experiences of climate devastation 
within a context of pervasive despair. As 
acclaimed Indian writer Amitav Ghosh 
notes in his critique of climate fiction 
The Great Derangement (2016), fiction is 
normally unequipped to deal with the 
sheer magnitude of the crisis. Good climate 
fiction solves this by focusing on particular, 
almost-autobiographical accounts of the 
climate change, representing the massive 
in a microcosm. 

Of particular interest to Sydney 
students is Madeleine Watt’s Miles 
Franklin shortlisted debut, The Inland 
Sea. The book’s unnamed narrator has 
taken up a job as an emergency dispatcher 
after completing her honours in English 
at Sydney University. As her personal life 
unravels, so too does the environment: 
the book is set in 2013, and builds to an 
accurate and devastating account of that 
summer’s bushfires through the eyes of 
Watt’s narrator. 

The genius of this book lies in its 
representation of the climate crisis as 

bleeding into the emotions and psychology 
of those living through it. Watts adopts an 
ecofeminist lens that blurs the boundaries 
between the sexual and ecological trauma 
the narrator undergoes. An example of this 
is the narrator’s mane of auburn hair being 
deployed as both a symbol of her femininity 
as well as an appendage on which the 
physical trauma of the climate crisis plays 
out. A chapter following a bushfire closes 
with the narrator smelling “the smoke 
in my hair” while the next opens with, 
following an experience of sexual violence, 
her hair floating in the bathtub “around my 
head, great chunks of it broken”. Hair being 
a site of both misogyny and ecological 
devastation purposefully connects the 
personal and the scientific. 

While I adore Watt’s work, perhaps a 
limitation lies in the distinctly American 
traditions it appropriates, from the 
melancholic summer novel premise, 
popularised by the likes of Sylvia Plath, to 
its distinctly American MFA feel. 

It raises another paradox of climate 
fiction: Given the dominance of hegemonic 
and colonial traditions within the canon, 
can novels properly render the localised, 
individual treatment of the climate crisis 
Ghosh calls for? 

Hopefully, yes: the genre as a whole 
has the invaluable potential to capture 
marginalised authors’ perspectives on 
the crisis. Wiradjuri author Tara June 
Winch’s The Yield (2019) won the Miles 
Franklin for its deft portrayal of the fight 

to save local land and its community from 
the development of a tin mine. The Yield 
explores the failures of Western language 
and culture to understand First Nations 
systems of knowledge. This is elucidated 
in the narrator’s mediation on the titular 
phrase:

“Yield in English is the reaping, the 
things that man can take from the land, the 
thing he’s waited for and gets to claim… [In 
Wiradjuri] it’s the things you give to, the 
movement, the space between things”

These works could have political 
potential in driving their readers into the 
environmental movement, and calling for 
substantive climate action. How might 
they do this? In his memoir Warmth 
(2021), American climate organiser Daniel 
Sherrell posits the notion of an “honest 
sorrow”, a righteous and indignant grief 
about the state of our planet, borne out of 
true engagement with despair. This sorrow, 
in Sherrell’s words, is the only thing that 
“makes a real fight even possible”.

If there is to be a future other than 
ecological devastation, people must 
experience and be fuelled by honest 
sorrow. This sorrow cannot be driven by 
statistics alone: it requires empathy for 
ourselves and others, a mourning for all 
that we have lost and stand to lose in the 
climate crisis. In other words, it requires 
stories from the Anthropocene. It appears 
we have an answer in climate fiction. 

Europa: A colony without colonisation?

of governance frameworks for 
extraterrestrial colonies. Admittedly, 
my explanation of Barotrauma’s lore is 
somewhat generous. The game is actually 
light with details about its world, but I 
believe this is also its greatest strength. 
Like any roleplaying game worth its salt, 
it encourages you to place yourself in the 
world and make decisions that reflect 
your values and those of the character 
you roleplay as. By constraining the 
amount of written lore, it’s up to the 
player to imagine what kind of democracy 
the Jovian Separatists are fighting for; or 
why we should oppose the corporate rule 
of the Europa Coalition. Engagement with 
the in-game faction system demonstrates 
how we risk reproducing colonial 
practices in space, but also the benefits 
and challenges of contesting them.

In 2024, the Europa Clipper will 
launch aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy 

spaceship. For Europa to avoid the 
same fate of a commodified Mars in 
the cultural imaginary, we ought to 
reject the inevitability of a privately-
owned interplanetary highway. 
Instead, we should engage with media 
(like Barotrauma) that challenge 
colonial and capitalist conceptions 
of space travel. Humanity has a place 
among the stars, but it does not own 
them - nor the lands orbiting them. 
Our understanding of that place 
should be conceived democratically 
and with the guidance of Indigenous 

wisdom, not in the interests of capital 
and its stakeholders.

ART BY AMELIA KOEN

“Let’s be honest, 
university students 

are no stranger  
to drugs ...”

ART BY KHANH 
TRAN
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The last month has seen the Environment 
Collective building consistently for last 
Friday’s March 25th Climate Strike. 
Many of you will have seen us in your 
classrooms giving announcements about 
the importance of the strike and passing 
motions of attendance which saw a broad 
array of over 200 students from STEM to 
FASS come on strike. After a mammoth 
petitioning effort, the collective amassed 
almost 2000 signatures of support, which 
we took to VC Mark Scott, who agreed to 
a no penalty approach to the strike for 
staff and students.

The strike was highly successful as 
approximately 2500-3000 high school 
students, uni students, workers and 
unionists from the MUA, NTEU, ETU and 
more gathered outside Scott Morrison’s 
Kirribilli House residence after a long 
march through the city with the broader 
uni contingent. A highlight of the day 
for many would have been storming the 
trains to get to Milson’s Point. Amid 
chants of “Platform six-teen! Platform 
six-teen!” which kept us on track to, you 
guessed it, platform sixteen, it was so 
inspiring to see students from Sydney 
Uni take the power back into our own 

hands, with help from the RTBU and 
transport workers who let us through. On 
the whole, today’s action was proof of the 
real and popular desire for climate action 
in the leadup to the election, which 
neither Labour nor Liberal have proven 
to provide.

Although we are yet to rebuild 
the momentum of pre-Covid years, 
we marched successfully, disrupting 
traffic and daily proceedings, received 
mainstream media coverage and forced a 
woeful response from the PM. We called 
for a just transition to renewable energy, 

Indigenous sovereignty and jobs on 
country, and above all, an end to Scomo’s 
gas-fired recovery. Looking forward, we 
will turn our attention to helping the 
Gomeroi people defend their Native 
Title rights against the gas extraction of 
mining giant Santos on April 8th. If you 
would like to attend collective meetings 
or start organising for Indigenous rights 
and climate action, find the USYD Enviro 
Collective on FB or reach out to the Honi 
team who can put you in touch. To quote 
one 13 year old school student who spoke 
at the strike, “if all of us here today chip 
in, we can overthrow the government!”

President
Lauren Lancaster.

Environment
Ishbel Dunsmore, Tiger Perkins and Angus Dermody.

Over the past fortnight we have been 
supporting other rallies and building for 
our own forum!

The EAG hosted a flyering event and 
student contingent to the Refugee Rally 
last Saturday, organised by SRC Refugee 
Rights Officers and EAG members Andy 
and Annabel. The millions of refugees 
created by the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine has once again placed refugee 
politics in the spotlight and the hypocrisy 
of Western government’s openness to 
them and not to other refugees needs to 
be highlighted and rejected.

We attended the amazing national 
climate strike on March 25. It was 
fantastic to see so many students and 
staff members leave class to attend 
the important action. Deaglan spoke 
at the cross-campus contingent at UTS 
about the need to build a mass student 
movement for climate justice. The 
University Senate is home to multiple 
people deeply invested in the fossil fuel 
industry, who should not be in charge of 
an institution like USyd. 

The National Student Safety Survey 
released its results this week, and it 
was unsurprising for many to hear that 
sexual harassment and sexual assault is 

rampant on University Campuses and at 
residential accomodation and colleges. 
We stand completely alongside the 
Women’s Collective in demanding an end 
to ALL sexual violence and call on the 
University to fulfil its empty promises.

The EAG has a bunch of upcoming 
events which we have been organising 
and building on campus! On April 6 we 
are cohosting a forum with the USyd 
NTEU branch titled ‘Why Students 
Should Support USyd Staff Strikes’ and 
we encourage all students interested in 
how our conditions are shared with staff 
to come along. It will also be a space to 
ask questions about and contribute to 

building active student support for the 
strikes. EAG members have compiled a 
short zine on the same topic which will 
be out next week!

Additionally, the EAG along with 
education collectives at other campuses 
and the National Union of Students, 
is organising a National Day of Action 
for Free Education on April 13. It is an 
outrage that the government can find 
money for the military or tax cuts for the 
rich, but refuses to fund fully free tertiary 
education. The protest will also link up 
with staff rallying to vote YES to strikes 
later this semester.

Education
Lia Perkins and Deaglan Godwin. 

Mature Age
The SRC has not filled this position.

Women
Madeleine Clark and Monica McNaught-Lee.

Disability
Sarah Korte, Ira Patole and Holly Haoyi Zhang.

This week has been a satisfying mix of 
activism and administration - what more 
could I ask for?

Monday started fresh (sort of) and 
early (very) with the new, 3hr University 
Executive Education Committee. I 
argued for a more considered approach 
to the changes to the low end of Honours 
marks, ie. that those who are very close 
to a 50 mark are still able to graduate, 
particularly as it applies to Engineering 
Honours students. We discussed changes 
to Nursing and Exercise Science degrees, 
wherein I demanded that students 
affected by these changes are not at risk of 
not meeting new industry accreditation 
requirements when they graduate. 
Special considerations continue to trudge 
towards some semblance of victory, with 
cases with Faculties somewhat clearing 
and our weekly meetings with the SC 
teams continuing in a productive and 
collaborative manner. Monday was 

rounded out with a joint briefing call 
between many student union leaders 
across the country, coordinated by the 
National Union of Students, to discuss 
the release of the National Student Safety 
Survey - which happened on Wednesday. 

On behalf of USyd SRC, I asked for a 
more substantive and radical reflection 
on what the NUS’s position was - 
particularly noting that creating extra 
recommendations and waiting for unions 
to report back on what their university 
was doing did not seem to be a sufficiently 
proactive position for the NUS to take. 
Further, it is not a radical position to 
particularly demand the dismantling of 
residential colleges, but rather that this 
recognises their continued inaction on 
known patterns of sexual violence.

The NSSS was released on 
Wednesday. It painted an unsuprising 
but upsetting and disappointing picture 

of sexual harassment and violence at the 
University. You can see our full statement 
on the SRC’s socials, and please get in 
contact with the SRC Caseworkers if 
you have been distressed by its findings. 
My priority is ensuring survivors are 
treated with the dignity they deserve 
by pushing for greater CAPS and Safer 
Communities resourcing, supporting the 
Women’s Collective protest campaign 
and not letting the colleges get away 
with continued silence and inaction. We 
deserve better than this. 

The heaviness of the mid-week was 
somewhat countered by a very successful 
Climate Strike on Friday - congratulations 
to the Enviro Collective and all those 
who built and organised for this day. 
Despite last minute location changes, we 
marched from uni to Central and then 
caught the train to Kirribilli House - with 
no fares thanks to the solidarity of the 
Rail, Tram and Bus Union! In particular, 

I commend 13yo Ella O’Dwyer-Oshlack 
for her staunch words as a Lismore floods 
victim, and her amazing roast of the 
Coalition’s inaction on global heating 
and laughable disaster response. If you 
missed the speeches, I encourage you to 
watch them online. 

I also joined the University’s  
Thematic Review panel for the second 
time, steering us in a more student-
centric direction while the University 
considers its 10 year vision. We are one 
step closer to developing our website 
and overhauling the way we organise the 
SRC too, and shall shortly be designing 
a Welfare Survey for all undergraduate 
students, similar to the Poverty Survey 
conducted by the SRC in 2020. I am 
sure, with the world in chaos and many 
students in the fringes, there will be 
much to gain from platforming student 
experience in this way. Solidarity for the 
weeks ahead everyone!

Ask Abe
SRC caseworker help Q&A

Dear Abe, 

I dropped a subject before the Census 
date, but Centrelink did not have that 
in their record and now they are saying 
I should have told them and I owe 
them some money. Are they allowed to 
do that?

I Want to Drop Centrelink
 

Dear I Want to Drop Centrelink,

Centrelink are an incredibly frus-
trating institution to deal with. You 
should not need to tell them about 
subjects you drop before the Census 

date, but you definitely need to tell 
them any subjects you drop after that. 
This is even if dropping the subject 
does not change you to a part time 
student. In fact, you need to tell them 
about lots of things, like if you get a 
new housemate, or you move house, 
or you change bank accounts, or you 
are going overseas. To deal with the 
“overpayment”, book an appointment 
with an SRC Caseworker so you can 
make an appeal.

As general good practice, always ask 
them for receipt numbers for any 
conversations that you have over the 
phone or in person.

Abe.

Centrelink: Dropping a subject

For more information on Centrelink Payments see: 
srcusyd.net.au/src-help

Student Mental Health:  
Getting Help with  
Stress and Anxiety

Lots of people experience stress and 
anxiety throughout their lives. When this 
affects your day-to-day activities, like 
being able to pass subjects at uni, being 
able to work, or have good relationships, 
it is a good idea to get some help. Coun-
sellors (including psychologists) can help 
you to develop strategies to deal with the 
many different situations that you have 
in your life. They can be very expensive, 
but the SRC can recommend a few that 
will be cheap or free.

There is no shame to seeing a counsel-
lor. If you are sick, you need help. There 
is no shame to having a broken leg, or 
the flu, and being mentally unwell is no 
different.

There are other resources that can 
provide support online or through your 
phone. eHeadspace has a free website 
that provides some online resources 
including articles, student forum groups, 
and information about one on one coun-
selling.

There might be other things you can 
do to help your mental wellbeing. Some 
people find that exercise, meditation, 
yoga, music, and art can help. A healthy, 
balanced diet is also undeniably good for 
your mental health. Maybe you’ll benefit 
from being in the company of friends. 
The uni is a great place to meet new peo-

ple, by talking to those in your classes, 
whether in person or online, or by joining 
one of the many clubs and societies.

If being unwell, mentally or physically, 
is causing you to fail assessments, you 
can apply for Special Consideration. You 
will need a Professional Practitioner’s 
Certificate (like a doctor’s certificate) 
on or before the day of your assessment, 
submitted no later than 3 days after the 
assessment. If you are too sick to get 
yourself to your doctor, consider calling a 
home doctor service – check the internet 
for details. Your illness will need to have 
“severely affected” you and have oc-
curred over the period of time of your as-
signment due date. If you need help with 
this application, talk to an SRC casework-
er. Late applications without a very good 

It was so exciting to welcome so many 
new members during welcome week. 
I’ve unfortunately been unwell but am 
looking forward to a caseworker talk 
and panel discussion on studying with 
a disability, a film night and and a talk 
about accessing and navigating the NDIS 
later in the semester-

This past fortnight the Women’s 
Collective has been very active. We’ve 
had meetings, reading groups and 
protests. In particular we had a speak out 
on Tuesday the 22nd in preparation for 
the results of the National Student Safety 
Survey which were released on the 23rd. 
We had this protest a day earlier because 
we knew the results would be bad. We’ve 
had surveys before and they all tell us the 
same thing- sexual assault is happening 

at horrific rates on our campuses. The 
results of the survey confirmed this. Even 
though the survey was conducted during 
the first wave of covid, when students 
went to online learning, the prevalence 
of sexual harassment and assault are 
still too high. Of the USyd students who 
responded to the survey, 18.5 per cent 
experienced sexual harassment during 
their time on campus and 6.7 per cent 
of respondents have experienced sexual 

assault. Both higher than the national 
average. The response of Sydney Uni  
has been to sweep these results under 
the carpet. The truth is they don’t care. 
They can give us consent modules but 
when it comes to meaningful action like 
getting rid of the colleges they are silent. 
It’s up to students and activists to draw 
attention to these issues and show how 
the university and government benefit 
off the same system that perpetuates 

these conditions of oppression. WoCo 
is co-hosting a National Day of Action 
with the National Union of Students 
Women’s Department on the 5th of April 
to keep the pressure up after the release 
of the survey. This will be an important 
demonstration and will be held at 1pm 
outside Town Hall. Please follow our 
facebook page and other socials for more 
information.

Students’ Representative Council, University of Sydney
e: help @ src.usyd.edu.au  |  w: srcusyd.net.au 

usydsrc src_usyd src_sydneyuni

Reporting your income to 
CENTRELINK - Student Survey
We know that Centrelink is challenging, but we want 
to know what you think about the changed way you 
report your income. 

To have your say, head to: https://bit.ly/3tu6Kv0

reason will generally not be considered, 
so make sure to apply on time.

The University also has a free psy-
chological and mental health service 
available through the Sydney University 
Student Counseling Service.

If you are feeling at risk of self harm 
contact Lifeline’s 24 hour crisis support 

service by calling 13 11 14 or having 
an online chat at www.lifeline.org.au. 
Alternatively, you can also talk to a GP or 
counsellor, or one of the many commu-
nity organisations that are here to help 
you. No matter what your situation is, 
you deserve to feel well and happy.

There is no shame  
to seeing a counsellor.  
If you are sick, you need 
help. There is no shame 
to having a broken leg, or 
the flu, and being mentally 
unwell is no different.

For more information and links see: 
srcusyd.net.au/mental-health-getting-help-with-
stress-and-anxiety/
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1. English poet Philip Larkin wrote that 
sexual intercourse began in which year, 
‘between the end of the “Chatterley” ban / 
and the Beatles’ first LP’?

2. Which stockman-cum-activist led the 
Wave Hill walk-off to improve conditions 
for Gurindji workers?

3. Which father-daughter duo sang the 
1967 hit ‘Somethin’ Stupid’?

4. 1962 saw the original Broadway 
production of Edward Albee’s play, Who’s 
Afraid of which author?

5. Marsha P. Johnson was a prominent 
figure in which renowned uprising?

6. The radio telescope responsible for 
broadcasting the footage of Apollo 11’s 
moon landing is located in which New 
South Wales town?

1960s QuizPuzzles by Tournesol

Answers

The End TimesThe End TimesThe End TimesThe End Times
Doomed
Corporate lunches 
Amazon 
Liberal whispers 
Deep tech 
Kate & William
White saviourism 
Rugby
Umbrellas

Destined
Independence 
Jojo
Leftist shouts
Collage
Jungle Juice
Print media
Volleyball
SPF
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Local Honours student maintains 
brave writing strike for 4th week
- Sue O’Vadue

Why we need a replica Buckingham 
Palace on our school grounds
- Scott Knox

The world’s first misogynist was 
Adam Smith
- Cilian Lambert

On sundials in cinema
- Indi Filme

Convenors speak: We need quotas 
for men in infographics production
- Ella Strator

RED FLAG DRONE DELIVERY: AMAZON TO 
SPONSOR SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE CLUB

Incoherent.
Always.

EXCLUSIVE: Inside Will & Kate’s STEAMY sedan chair!! FOUL!!
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OUR LOVELY, EFFICIENT AI 
INTERN: “LEARNING TO THINK, IN 
THE EYES OF THESE STUDENTS”

Learning to think, in the eyes of these 
students, that the only way we can 

improve the world is by understanding 
what it means to be a student.”

The University of Sydney is also 
considering a proposal to create a “safe 
space for the public to express their 
views’. The idea is that all views of this 
sort should be expressed in a respectful 
and respectful manner. It is, however, 
important that we take a holistic view of 
all things. We should not allow people to 

MARK SCOTT ON ACTIVIST 
‘NEMESIS’: “UHHH, WHO?”
Local activist Greg 

Dogwin was spotted 
making (incredible) 
threats against USyd 
Vice-Chancellor Mark 
Scott’s wellbeing on 
Facebook last week.

The campus convenor 
of Political Extrenism 
Precludes People 
Engaging Routinely 
(PePPER) wrote: 

“I am the Riddler 
to your Batman, the 
Emperor Palpatine to 
your Jedi Order, the Hans 
Gruber to your Nakatomi 
Plaza.”

“Listen, I am 
out there! I can’t be 
bargained with. I can’t 

be reasoned with. I can’t 
feel pity, or remorse, or 
fear, and I absolutely 
will not stop, ever, until 
you are dead.”

“Revenge is a dish 
best served cold. I shall 
smite the wicked and 
plunge them into the 
fiery pit.”

“Though I do hate 
him as I do hell pains, 
yet, for necessity of 
present life, I must show 
out a flag and sign of 
love — which is indeed 
but sign. Come, thick 
night, and pall thee in the 
dunnest smoke of hell, 
that my keen knife see 
not the wound it makes, 

nor heaven peep through 
the blanket of the dark, 
to cry ‘hold, hold!’”

“All it takes is one 
bad day to reduce the 
sanest man alive to 
lunacy. That’s how far 
the world is from where 
I am. Just one bad day,” 

“I used to think that 
my life was a tragedy, 
but now I realize, it’s a 
comedy.”

“Mark, I am your 
father.”

The End Times 
contacted Mark Scott for 
comment, but received a 
one line email response: 
“Sorry, who?” 

I HAVE THE HIGHEST ATAR IN MY 
DALYELL MENTORING GROUP

APPLE TO TRAIN STATE-OF-THE ART FACIAL 
RECOGNITION SOFTWARE ON COLLEGE BOYS

Communist club Socialist 
Alternative  has brought a new 

meaning to ‘selling out’ after radical 
rag Red Flag hit record sales 
volumes last week, following 
a recent sponsorship deal with 
retail giant Amazon. 

Toni Ledge, SAlt brand 
spokesperson,   defended the 
move against accusations of 
unfettered capitalism from 
rival socialist organisation 
Solidarity: “We believe that 
without an honest accounting 
it is impossible to orientate 
properly on a situation. We 
believe that partnering with 
one of the planet’s most 
successful firms will allow us 
to strike the balance between a 
too pessimistic analysis and an 
an over-optimistic one.”

“A partnership with 
Amazon allows us to fund 
the vital activities of our club, 
including our new drone delivery 
option for Red Flag. Marxism as a 
living theory must continue as it is, 

and change at the same time.”
SAlt convenor Greg Dogwin noted 

that, if you think about it, Amazon is 

actually pretty anti-capitalist. “Think 
about all the businesses that have 
gone bust because of Amazon’s rise 

to dominance. That’s thousands and 
thousands of capitalists put out of 
their filthy exploitative practices!”

New SAlt recruit, Faye 
Jell, who was responsible for 
brokering the deal with Amazon, 
said that, while the company 
is imperfect, it is simply filling 
a gap in the market left by 
government underinvestment in 
the technology sector. 

“As socialists, we believe 
that the supply, distribution, 
and drone delivery of consumer 
products should be run for and by 
the proletariat. When a worker-
run collective seizes the  virtual 
shopping cart, we will rejoice. 
But in the meantime, we cannot 
sit idle while the government 
refuses to support the cutting 
edge of e-commerce.”

“The revolution is simply 
the final iteration of economies 
of scale, when the will of the 

collective triumphs over all else. 
Alexa... order me tickets to Marxism 
Conference 2022...”

PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR 
YOUR 15 MINUTES OF CAMPUS 

FAME (SINGLE USE)

Omega
Crossword
Across
11. 1960s comedy film in Picture A (3,9)
12. 1960s horror film in Picture B (3,5)
13. British blowie? (10)
14. Formal top (5,5)
15/24. 1960s romance film in Picture C 
(9,2,8)
18. ? Begin ninth Taylor Swift album - 
not again! (9)
21. Alternative, out of the norm (14)
23. Sexually powerful (6)
24. See 15
26. ? Ugandans yell strange New Year’s 
Eve mantra (4,4,4)
28. Percussive instrument (12)
30. Most windy (8)
32. Small technological devices (6)
33. Environmentally friendly tissues (14)
35. 1960s history film in Picture D (9)
37. Queen of Hearts, say (11)
40. 1960s spy film in Picture E (10)
42. 1960s musical film in Picture F (5,5)
45. Relating to England from 1714 to 
1830 (8)
46. Ratbag (12)

Down
1. ? Frozen bird squawks for its young (8)
2. ? It’s said phone features at recess (4)
3. Start to doze (3,3)
4. ? Only fair (4)
5. Statements without nuance (15)
6. Line spoken to the audience (5)
7. ? Otherworldly alien? That guy is real 
(8)
8. Renesmee’s nickname (6)
9. Bad dreams (10)
10. American stench? (4)
16. Haughty (5)
17. Holes in your head (7)
19. Judges’ decisions (7)
20. Probably (2,3,10)
22. Merchants (7)
23. Half of vanguard (3,4)
25. Bad blood (3,4)
27. Freedom (7)
29. Movie makers (10)
31. ? Profile a criminal’s insides about 
the intestines (5)
33. ? Air Ghana transported writing in 
Japanese (8)
34. Signed up for (classes, say) (8)
36. Having a pH below 7 (6)
38. Hangman’s knots (6)
39. Anger (5)
41. Carry out (4)
43. Part of the ear (4)
44. ? Greeks cheer for Lydian leader with 
treasure (4)

Haha. I actually cried when I got it, because I wanted to do USyd Med. But I had the 
UMAT and ATAR to do UNSW Med. But yeah, I’m doing MedSci and Law at USyd 
now. No, I just really wanted to. But I would have got 45 in the IB, I just chose HSC... Reporting by The End Times in-

tern newsgenerator.tklapp.com
make a choice for themselves or others, 
and not just for others.

“I think it’s something we need to 
work on, but it doesn,t mean we are going 
to be perfect.”

There is some tension within the 
University — of Sydney’s strategy, 
which has been criticised by the media 
for its “unprofessional!! approach–. As a 
University student who has made the leap 
to become a ‘professional professional, 
I am concerned that it may be seen as 
a lack of knowledge or even a need for 
professional training. We have to address 
the issues of being a professional, and 
we||re working towards.

USU BOARD CANDIDATE VISITS 
EMPATHY CONSULTANT
Aspiring stupol racist Cancella Bell was 

spotted leaving PM Scott Morrison’s 
preferred empathy consultancy, Futureye. 
Bell, who had Googled ‘racism’ for the 
first time that morning, realised she 
needed some outside help to polish her 
image. She was spotted emerging from the 
consultancy shielding her azure eyes from 

the press with a brand new copy of Angela 
Davis’ ‘Women, Race and Class.’ 

Leaked NotesApp data also revealed 
Bell’s preemptive campaign trail apologies. 
Bell was last spotted putting her active 
listening lessons into practice, nodding 
vigorously to her eyelash lady’s chagrin.
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Following Queen Elizabeth II’s ultimate 
doomscroll, she has passed away due 

to cardiac arrest, brought on by severe 
shock.

Insider sources of the Royal Family 
informed Honi that she spent her final 
days listening to an exclusive silver vinyl  
press of  Charli XCX’s most recent album, 
‘Crash’, on constant repeat. 

“This colonised little slut makes a 

good record”, she is quoted as having said 
to a servant. “It’s definitely not hyperpop, 
but it’s giving”.

After reading a review which claimed 
“Our girl Charli fell off fr fr”, HRH allegedly 
fell into immediate cardiac arrest.

Our sources confirm the Queen’s final 
tragic words: “these skanky dumb twinks 
have no taste, and they never will!”

By T. Winx

ALSO IN THIS EDITION:

The power vacuum left by the death 
of a beloved monarch has opened an 

opportunity for the editors of Honi Soit to 
finally increase their pay and term length.

“Better them than sosage finguz Charlie”, 
said Bath woman Maureen, “RIP ar di.”

Honi is awaiting comment from 
the SRC President, but has already 
received a substance-fuelled letter from 
Camilla Dyke-Parker-Bowles-Ket.

Queen’s body count to be 
engraved on tombstone - p. 6

Decolonisation complete at 
last - p. 6

Queen’s skin to be used as 
honorary footballs marking 
Buddy’s 1000th goal - p. 6

April Fools arrives - p. 104

Queen dies of broken heart after 
reading ‘Crash’ by Charli XCX reviews

Continued on page 69.

Honi editors to form 
new monarchy
By R. Di


