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‘Sons of the Clouds’:
Oral tradition and resistance in 

Africa’s last colony

Western Sahara, a territory situated 
in the North-West of Africa’s 

Maghreb, has been left behind by 
history. A victim of Moroccan ideas of 
national restoration and Spanish colonial 
objectives, the nation, which is home to 
almost 200,000 Indigenous Saharawi 
people, still struggles to decolonise. At the 
now notorious Berlin Conference of 1984-
85, fourteen European nations sought 
to carve up, as King Leopold II put it, 

“This Magnificent African Cake”. During 
this ‘scramble for Africa’, convened by 
German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, 
each member state was endowed with 
territories whose borders were artificially 
drawn for the convenience of mineral, 
rubber, and timber extraction. Western 
Sahara would be one of these territories.  

Cross-cultural 
depictions of 
Christianity 

When the day of Pentecost was being 
celebrated, all of them were together 

in one place. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in foreign 
languages. When that sound came, a crowd 
quickly gathered, startled because each 
one heard the disciples speaking in his own 
language.

By Khanh Tran and Emily Scarlis.
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IN THIS EDITION

HOT TIP: If you’re 
a budding Honi 
ticket, it’s probably 
advisable NOT to 
have your Sunday 
night campaign 
meeting at the pub 

closest to the Honi office. A further hot 
tip: when you edit the paper, you put 
it together in the office on a Sunday 
night. Most often, you get dinner 
together. An easy location is the pub 
closest to the Honi office. 

On an entirely unrelated note, a 
certain Luke Mesterovic, Katarina 
Butler, Christine Lai and Misbah Ansari 
enjoyed a meal together at the Rose 
on Sunday evening. Honi was reliably 
informed that they were “just eating”.

It’s time to bring 
back national service

By Sam Randle

Australians have 
shirked their 
responsibilities to the 
nation for too long. 
In response, I propose 
that Australia reintroduce a program 
of one-year compulsory national 
service for all citizens between the 
ages of 18 and 30.

In response to global climate 
change, Australia will need a 
deployable workforce capable of 

responding to emergencies. Having 
a trained and mobile reserve army 
on standby will mean the fallout of 
heatwaves, bushfires, and floods can 
be minimised. Young Aussies could be 
involved in sandbagging, firefighting, 
or search and rescue operations.

An adequate climate response is 
equivalent in scale to a national post-
war recovery. We do not have the 
time for private industry to develop 
their market-ready climate solutions. 
We need to nation-build. For that, 
we need nation-builders. An army 
of national service people could be 
deployed to rural Australia without 
needing financial compensation 
for the inconvenience,something 
usually afforded to private industry. 
Imagine solar farms, hydro plants, and 
transmission lines being built in years, 
not decades.

Servicepeople could be involved 
in nature-based solutions through 
reforestation efforts or regenerative 
farming. There is a great opportunity 
for many projects to be developed in 
consultation with and directed by 
Indigenous leaders.

Care work is another sphere for 
deployment. Australia is facing a 
crisis in disability, aged, foster home, 
homeless, and youth care. Young 
Australians entering national service 
could elect to join social institutions 
engaged in training and care delivery 
across any of these sectors.

Some work will require skilled 
labour. Therefore, I recommend 
citizens have the option to complete 
their mandatory service anywhere 
from age 18 to 30. Those who elect to 
complete their service after pursuing 

a relevant TAFE or university course 
could contribute their expertise for a 
higher level of compensation.

Some may worry that a return 
of a national service would lead to 
increased military posturing in the 
Asia-Pacific region. But naysayers 
should recognise Australia’s first 
conscription program explicitly 
prohibited overseas deployment: a new 
program could continue this legacy.

Finally, national service would 
promote social cohesion among 
Australia’s diverse people along 
geographic, gender, class, and racial 
lines. In service, we would find 
common ground and escape the silos 
of our upbringings.

So, when rising seas levels hit our 
shores, flood sirens signal an imminent 
deluge, and civilians run for their gas 
masks in smoke-covered cities, let’s 
make sure we have an army to fight the 
climate wars.

This one is a self-confess. I moved out of 
home for the first time a few months ago, 
into a sub-let in a pretty big house (four 
other people). I didn’t cook heaps with 
my family so I figured I would cook dinner 
for everyone to say thanks and to learn 
a recipe. I did a chicken stir fry because 
I assumed it would be pretty easy. The 
recipe said to “flash” the chicken, which 
I did. The chicken was pretty thoroughly 
covered and smothered with satay stir-
fry sauce, so it looked good, and common 
sense led me to think that it was ready 
when it was hot. I served up a few plates 

for my new housemates thinking I’d earn 
some brownie points. The next few days 
were spent managing salmonella calls 
with NSW Health.

Answer: Not to victim blame, but why 
didn’t your housemates check the 
fucking chicken. 

Sender: Neal Parker

Religion and God claim that humans are 
born with a ‘conscience’ to determine 
right from wrong. Now science has a 
pharmecentil ‘conscience’ that now 
determines right from wrong. Science 
now has Saxenda (aka Vomit Vodka) 
which is a pharmacentil drug which is 
administered by needly to the stomach. 

Never take this drug. When human 
guinea pigs are on this ‘diet drug’ humans 
get Saxenda as their ‘conscience’. If one 
tries not to do ‘enough exercise’ or eat 
anything with  sugar in its contents, the 
Saxenda (Saxenda) ‘conscience’ induces 
punishments, vomits, nausea, and 
stomach ache. 

However, as one American woman 
found out (Facebook), the Saxenda 
‘conscience’ doesn’t lose weight even 
if you have 12 doses of Saxenda in the 
tomach over a 7 month period. Only 9 
pounds were reduced. 

Honi Soit is published on the stolen 
land of the Gadigal People of the Eora 
Nation. Sovereignty was never ceded; 
the invasion of this land was, and still 
is, a process of immense violence, 
destruction, and theft.

The Editors of Honi acknowledge 
the suffering caused by ongoing 
colonial structures and commit to 
confronting the political, economic, 
legal and social systems which 
continue to oppress First Nations 
people.

As a collective, we acknowledge 
that we are each living, writing, 
and working on stolen Gadigal, 
Cammeraygal, Dharawal, and Darug 
land. Further, the university which 
we attend is an inherently colonial 
institution, one which upholds the 
systems of knowledge and power that  
have caused deep harm and pain on 
this continent. 

As a student newspaper which 
operates and distributes within such 
an institution, we have a responsibility 

to remain conscious of, and actively 
combat, complicity in colonisation.

It is important to recognise that 
First Nations people have, since 1788, 
resisted and survived colonial violence.
Our newspaper needs to platform 
the voices of this ongoing resistance, 
truly valuing and heeding Indigenous 
knowledge and perspectives. 

Honi has stood on stolen land 
since its inception 93 years ago; 
embedded in the history of this paper 
is the tireless resistance to oppressive, 

colonial structures within society by 
First Nations writers, contributors 
and editors —  it is our duty to uphold 
their legacy, champion their voices, 
and continue to fight for First Nations 
justice. 

We pay our deepest respect to 
Elders both past and present, and 
extend that respect to all First Nations 
students, staff, and readers of Honi 
Soit.

Always was, and always will be 
Aboriginal land.

By Khanh Tran.
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WANT TO AIR 
SOMETHING? 

SUBMIT YOUR 
LETTER TO THE 
EDITORS.

Letters    editors@honisoit.com

Wednesday 10th
The Factory Theatre // Hollow Coves 
// 8pm

The Midnight Special, Newtown 
Sash Lynch // 8pm

 
Thursday 11th
Oxford Art Factory // Mixael Cabrera 
// 7:30pm 
The Big Top @ Luna Park 
Spacy Jane, I Know Leopard, and 
Teenage Dads // 7:30pm

OAF Gallery @ Oxford Art Factory // 
Oly Sherman // 8pm

The Vanguard // Sally Seltmann // 8pm

Cellar Theatre //  SUDS: The 
Lamentable Tragedy of Titus 
Andronicus // 7pm 

Friday 12th
Vic on the Park // Hoon // 7pm

Big Top @ Luna Park // Spacey Jane // 
8pm

The Lansdowne // The Doe and the 
Scapegoat // 7:30pm

Warwards @ Bank // Soaked Oats // 
8pm

Enmore Theatre // Amyl and the 
Snifflers // 8pm 

Crowbar, Leichhardt // 
Between You & Me // 6pm

Chippo Hotel, Chippendale 
Loser // 8pm

The Vanguard // Peace Ritual // 7pm

Manning Bar @ USYD // Emo Nite // 
8pm

Cellar Theatre //  SUDS: The 
Lamentable Tragedy of Titus 
Andronicus // 7pm

 
Saturday 13th
Manning Bar @ USYD // The Mark of 
Cain // 8pm

Waywards @ Bank // Mac the Knife  // 
8pm

Metro Theatre // Running Touch // 
8pm

Vic on the Park // Jet City Sports Club 
// 9pm

Mary’s Underground // Golden Vessel 
// 12am

The Vanguard // Whores. + DEAD // 
7pm

Enmore Theatre // Arlo Parks // 
8:00pm

Factory Theatre // Chris Cheney // 
7pm

Cellar Theatre //  SUDS: The 
Lamentable Tragedy of Titus 
Andronicus // 7pm

Sunday 14th
Factory Floor @ The Factory //
Psychoda // 2:30pm

MoshPit // Blue Deem // 7pm

Upcoming
Thu 18 August // Manning Bar // Live 
from the Lab // 7:30pm

Monday 22 August // Enmore Theatre 
// Gang of Youths // 7pm

Tueday 23 August // Enmore Theatre 
// Ruel // 8pm

Thursday 25- Saturday 27 // Seymour 
Centre // Law Revue: Pulp Jurisdiction

Upcoming gigs in and around the CBD and Inner West. DM to be featured, Editor’s Choice marked withThe Gig Guide

Michael Spence 
Column for 
Disagreeing Well

In many ways, a full circle has come 
when I chose faith as the theme for 
this week’s edition. Faith, in one sense, 
refers to the devotion to Christ that 
characterises the institutions and belief 
in salvation that I subscribe to. My article, 
written together with Emily Scarlis, is a 
token of gratitude to Christ in our own 
ways, reflecting on the idea of the “world 
church” as expressed through art and our 
own journeys.  

Other students of faith also reflect 
on the role that faith plays in student 
life, with Mahmoud Al Rifai penning his 
thoughts on the place of faith, specifically, 
Islam, in university intellectual life 
and puts forward a case that despite 
detractors from New Atheism, they are 
compatible. 

That prompts the need for serious 
reflection on the religious and Christian 
community’s commitment to equity 
and equality, as, when lured in by the 
corruptive power of conservative politics, 
abandon their professed commitment 
to anyone who is disadvantaged or 
marginalised. 

In another, faith refers to the trust 
that that we, as humanity, as neighbours, 
ought to exercise to one another. Faith 
encapsulates why this humble rag, 
from its inception, covers news and 
interrogates the exercise of power on 
campus, so that the promise of the 
secular and religious Pharisees that 
govern our world stays true to their word.  

The third element of faith is the 
careful discernment that we employ in 
deciding our course of action. And for 
that, Lucas Kao’s reflections deserve 
a close read, with Kao teasing out the 
impact that a Confucian upbringing 
has had on his Chinese-Australian 
experience.

Turn over to pg. 13 to find a 
comedic gem in Felix Faber’s ‘Dogs eat 
grapes’, accompanied by five excellent 
illustrations by Jun Kwoun. Together, 
they make a beautiful storybook, 
detailing one of mankind’s best friends 
on a serendipitous journey. 

Finally, faith is an indispensable 
motivation and reason for why editing 
this paper has been an immense source 
of pride and joy. The gentle impatience, 
mentorship, care and love that I am, 
without question, am blessed by through 
friends, family and Christ. And the 
same goes to everyone else in CAKE, 
without whom this incredible year, full 
of surprises and turns, would not be 
possible. 

This semester will present a 
multitude of exhilarating tests ahead 
for everyone, the deluge of assignments 
and life thrusts us full steam ahead. For 
those with an eye towards the upcoming 
SRC elections and the next generation 
of editors, listen and take the university 
community’s concerns, thoughts and 
ideas to heart. From then on, discernment 
is an immense privilege that we, at Honi 
Soit, get to partake in. 

Is my housemate 
evil? 
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USyd NTEU to hold 24-hour strike in Week 3
Christian Holman reports.

USyd branch members of the 
National Tertiary Education Union 

(NTEU) have voted to take a 24-hour 
strike action in Week 3, as negotiations 
with the University enter its thirteenth 
month. 

More than 93 per cent of some 
350 attending members supported a 
motion acknowledging the University’s 
failure to address many of its staff’s 
key concerns, including real pay raises 
beyond inflation and the ending of 
forced redundancies and casualisation. 

The upcoming strike, planned for 
Wednesday 17 August, will be the 
third set of strikes held during this 

year’s renegotiation of the Enterprise 
Bargaining Agreement (EBA) between 
unionists and University management. 

USyd Branch President Nick Reimer 
acknowledged there were likely to be 
multiple days of strikes ahead and 
led discussions on the most strategic 
way the Union ought to engage with 
management, noting that marking bans 
had been ruled illegal by the Fair Work 
Commission and other forms of action 
varied in terms of their implications on 
income and campus reach.

“Members voted to strike on August 
17 and then on Open Day because we 
know how hostile the VC and Provost 
are, and we’re ready for a protracted 
and escalating campaign of industrial 

disruption until we get the results we 
so badly need,” Reimer said.

“We’re in this for the long haul. 
Management clearly wants to wear us 
down.”

Members favoured a 24 hour strike 
as opposed to a 48 hour strike, and 
endorsed taking additional action on 27 
August during Open Day in the likely 
event that management does not agree 
to the NTEU’s log of demands. 

In the wake of last semester’s 
industrial action, the University has 
acknowledged in negotiations staff 
concerns around job security stemming 
from their systemic reliance on long-
term casuals. 

The University recently 
acknowledged that there are 350 full-
time equivalent positions currently 
filled by PhD-qualified casuals, 
who together perform the teaching 
equivalent of 880 teaching and research 
staff. 

The Union’s Bargaining Team 
also reported to the meeting of NTEU 
members that the pay increases 
offered so far by management were all 
below rates of inflation, and staff were 
essentially being asked to agree to an 
effective pay cut. These negotiations 
are happening in the context of the 
University recording a surplus of $1.04 
billion in 2021.

University of New England (UNE) 
Vice-Chancellor Brigid Heywood 

has resigned following calls to do so 
after allegations that she assaulted a 
16 year-old school student. 

According to the Sydney Morning 
Herald, the incident took place at 
Armidale Ex Services Memorial Club 
during a panel event celebrating 
International Women’s Day. The 
student’s parents alleged that 
following the panel discussions, the 
student approached a panellist to 
further discuss their experiences of 
racism. 

Then, the parents alleged that 
Heywood approached the student and 
“wiped saliva” on her face, remarking 
on her skin colour: “Oh you’re brown, 
yes you’re right, it’s not coming off”. 

In the days prior to Heywood’s 
resignation, the NTEU UNE Branch 
Vice President (Professional) Craig 
Johnson condemned the UNE 
University Council’s inaction. 

“While the charges were made 
public on Monday, 1 August, and 
despite reports in the media that 
Council will make a public statement, 
you have individually and collectively 
been silent on this serious matter for 
almost 3 days.”

Similarly, NTEU NSW division 
secretary Damien Cahill said that he 
was “shocked by the charges” and 
“astounded” by UNE’s muted reaction 
in the days leading up to Heywood’s 
resignation. 

In response, UNE Chancellor 

James Harris released a statement 
on Friday that the University Council 
acknowledged Heywood’s resignation.

“The University Council and 
Professor Heywood acknowledge the 
criminal charges laid against her on 
1 August 2022, and the widespread 
attention and concern this has 
garnered within the University and the 
broader community,” Harris said. 

The statement went on to say 
that UNE’s University Council will 
not be making further comments on 
Heywood’s case and that the former 
Vice-Chancellor “strenuously denies” 
the charges.  

“However, both Professor 
Heywood and the University Council 
acknowledge the deep hurt felt by 
many on hearing of the charges, and 
thank the community for the patience 
shown as we worked through these 
matters.”

UNE Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Simon Evans has been appointed as 
Acting Vice-Chancellor in Heywood’s 
absence.

Brigid Heywood is due to face court 
in Armidale on 26 September. 

University of New England 
Vice-Chancellor faces calls 
to resign amidst assault 
allegations

University of New England (UNE) 
Vice-Chancellor Brigid Heywood 

is facing calls to step down after it 
was revealed on Monday that she had 
allegedly assaulted a 16 year-old girl in 
March.

The alleged incident happened 
during an International Women’s Day 
event in Armidale where Heywood had 
been invited to speak.

Heywood has been charged with 
common assault and behaving in an 
offensive manner at a public place, and 
will make her first court appearance on 
26 September.

The allegations against 
Heywood have attracted widespread 
condemnation from unions, students 
and politicians, with many calling for 
her resignation.

“Professor Heywood is one of just 
39 vice chancellors of Australia’s public 
universities. She holds a position of 
public trust and national significance,” 
said NTEU NSW Secretary Damien 
Cahill.

“Professor Heywood is entitled 
to the presumption of innocence. 
Nevertheless, the seriousness of the 
allegations requires an appropriate 
response,” Cahill said.

“In the present circumstances the 
only appropriate and responsible course 
is for Professor Heywood to step aside 
with immediate effect pending the 
outcome of matters before the courts. If 
Professor Heywood does not voluntarily 
step aside then the University must act 
to stand her down,” he said.

National Union of Students 
President Georgie Beatty also told 
Honi: “Students deserve to feel safe at 
universities and their educators should 
be the ones upholding this standard.

“It is unacceptable that the HEAD 
of a university allegedly assaulted a 
school-aged student,” Beatty said.

“Earlier this year the National 
Student Safety Survey demonstrated 
why students already feel so unsafe at 
universities. Allowing people like Brigid 
Heywood to stay in their position only 
worsens this,” she said.

Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi 
called the allegations “shocking” in a 
tweet and called for appropriate action 
to be taken against the Vice-Chancellor.

“Vice-chancellors are leaders of big 
public institutions and should be held 
to high standards of behaviour and 
accountability,” Faruqi said.

Heywood previously came under 
fire after a major staff restructure in 
2020 resulted in more than 100 staff 
redundancies, in an effort to cut costs 
due to pandemic-related pressures.

The University of New England did 
not reply to requests for comment.

University of New England 
Vice-Chancellor resigns 
amid ‘wiping saliva’ assault 
allegations 

The thermometer inside the heated 
atmosphere of New Law was boiling 

as USyd’s seasoned hacks returned 
to Council to wrangle over Labor’s 
impending Universities Accord, the 
SRC’s activism and its record on 
antisemitism. 

Foodhub returns and simple 
extension reforms 

SRC President Lauren Lancaster 
welcomed the return of the joint SRC x 
USU FoodHub program, which has had a 
soft launch on Monday and is slated for 
a formal opening party in Week 3. 

“I also want to congratulate the VPs 
[Vice Presidents] for their efforts with 
FoodHub, it’s really exciting that we 
are relaunching this which began under 
former President Liam Donohoe,” said 
Lancaster, who implored the Council 
to spread words about the program 
particularly to students of need. 

“It’s currently running in the 
International Student Lounge,” Vice 
Presidents Emily Storey and Mikaela 
Pappou said, urging councillors and 
SRC members to volunteer. 

“They have two huge desks in there, 
you can bring your friends. We just need 
volunteers there!” 

Lancaster also reported on a trial 
in which the University is streamlining 
the granting of simple extensions. 
In order to access simple extensions, 
students will complete a form in which 
and extension of up to five working 
days may be granted. According to 
Lancaster, the initiative aims to ease 
administrative pressures on Special 
Consideration applications.

The volume of Special 
Considerations applications has 
exceeded 41,900 requests in Semester 
1 2021 alone, marking a doubling of 
applications since 2018, according 
to a Special Considerations Report 
commissioned by the Vice-Chancellor 
(Operations) Stephen Phillips. 

Women’s Officer

Meanwhile, Hannah Rose spoke on 
behalf of the Women’s Officers Dashie 
Prasad and Monica McNaught-Lee 
about their ongoing project of Radical 
Sex Ed & Consent Week, which they 
have been working with the University 
of Sydney Union (USU) to prepare. 
The pair also reported that they are 
working to advocate for the NSW State 
Parliament to abolish legislation for 

the residential colleges and convert 
these buildings into affordable student 
accommodation. 

Disabilities Room 

SRC Welfare Officer and SULS 
Disabilities Officer Grace Wallman 
congratulated the Disabilities 
Collective (DisCo) for securing their 
long-awaited Disabilities Space.

It is understood that ACAR’s 
Ethnocultural Room will be moved 
to new premises within the Manning 
Building pending confirmation from 
the USU and Campus Infrastructure 
Services following a tour of the 
Collective’s room last Tuesday. 

Upcoming elections

Electoral Officer Riki Scanlan briefly 
made an appearance to remind the 
Council that nominations are now 
open for the upcoming SRC elections. 
Nominations will close on Friday 19 
August and campaigning will begin next 
month in Week 8 on 20-22 September.

Scanlan announced that this year 
will mark the return of on-campus 
polling for the first time since 2019, 
however voters unable to vote in-
person will be able to cast their vote 
online.

The SRC’s activism and record on 
antisemitism 

A tranche of motions concerning 
antisemitism at USyd were moved by 
two Jewish student councillors, SRC 
Education Officer Lia Perkins (Switch) 
and Wave’s Michael Grenier. 

Perkins kicked off with a motion 
reaffirming the SRC’s opposition to 
antisemitism and far right groups, 
citing Honi Soit’s 2019 investigation 
into the links between fascist Discord 
servers and far right organising on 
campus. 

“We should oppose antisemitism 
and organise against this when it rears 
its head. Therefore, I’m moving this 
motion to reaffirm this as the SRC’s 
position as being left-wing and opposed 
to antisemitism,” she said.

Similarly, SAlt’s Owen Marsden-
Readford defended the campus Left’s 
record, raising Adelaide University 
SRC’s attempt to take down fascist 
materials in North Terrace despite 
the conservative Adelaide University 
Union’s (AUU) silence as evidence of 
activism against antisemitism and 

the far right. Adelaide University SRC 
has been engaging in an anti-fascist, 
anti-racist campaign since then, which 
received a donation from USyd’s SRC.

Despite opposition from 
Grenier, with him denouncing SAlt: 
“Fuck Socialist Alternative. Fuck 
antisemitism” in response to Perkins 
and Marsden-Readford’s motion, it 
passed.

Noting his dissatisfaction with 
Perkins’ motion, Grenier later posed 
two motions calling for the SRC to 
condemn the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions’ (BDS) controversy in Boston, 
and to publish a report into the SRC’s 
activism against antisemitism.

“It’s been admitted that 
antisemitism is an issue on campus. 
However, literally nothing has been 
done about it,” Grenier said.

“I would love to see a report that 
proves me wrong. I’d love to see a 
report that shows any substantive 
action against antisemitism by this 
Council,” he said.

Both motions were swiftly disavowed 
by SAlt and Switch councillors. 

“I think the SRC made a 
really important statement about 
antisemitism. In the motion, we 
reference some of the important work 
that the SRC have been doing,” Perkins 
said, referring to the SRC’s records of 
antisemitic incidents on campus and its 
reaffirmation of opposing fascism and 
racism in all its forms. 

SAlt’s Yasmine Johnson also 
defended the SRC’s support of the BDS: 
“The BDS campaign champions their 
right to live free from oppression, to 
live without occupation and physical 
violence. And stands for the use of 
international boycotts of products with 
ties to the oppression of Palestinians-” 

At this point, Johnson’s speech was 
disrupted by fierce shouts from Grenier. 

In the end, both motions failed with 
the second being attributed to a large 
number of abstentions from councillors 
across political persuasions, including 
Grassroots, Unity, NLS and Liberal 
faction Strive. 

Wrangles over Labor’s Universities 
Accord 

Soon, SRC Education Officer Deaglan 
Godwin moved a motion condemning 
the Albanese government’s proposed 

Universities Accord. The room was 
clearly divided along partisan lines, 
with speakers from Labor Student 
(NLS), Grassroots and SAlt advocating 
for their case. 

Godwin fired the first volley in the 
back-and-forth, arguing that “When 
the Labor government’s only aim is 
to align higher education with the 
needs of Australian capitalism, I think 
student unions and students should 
say no to this and have no interest in 
them,” Godwin said. 

NLS’ Jack Scanlan returned the 
missive, moving an amendment to 
the original motion that sought to 
recognise the Albanese Ggovernment’s 
Accord process as open-ended and 
called for Albanese to “look beyond 
the sticker price of higher education”. 
He argued that SAlt and Grassroots’ 
criticisms were invalid because the 
Accord did not yet exist. 

“The mention of the Accord is a 
problem because the Accord does not 
exist. It’s irresponsible to vote against 
it. We don’t know, we shouldn’t be 
shooting in the dark. It’s through 
pushing for Labor, the party for change,” 
said Scanlan. 

SRC Vice President Mikaela Pappou 
(NLS) concurred, refusing to detail NLS’ 
position regarding the Accord until it 
has been published. 

Coming in to challenge NLS’ 
perspective and citing her experience at 
Academic Board with Vice-Chancellor 
Mark Scott, Lancaster argued that 
Labor’s Universities Accord risks 
excluding students’ voice from the 
consultation process. 

“We understand that there are going 
to be a multilateral agreement between 
industry and university management, 
and what that will do in practice is 
cut students out. So I don’t think 
that it is fair to say that we shouldn’t 
be discussing them [the Accord] in a 
substantive way.” 

Accordingly, echoing SAlt and 
Lancaster, Perkins criticised the 
optics that the Accord process risks 
permitting Vice-Chancellors to present 
the opportunity as a “tick of approval” 
from students. Further, she cast doubt 
on the effectiveness of lobbying to the 
Albanese Labor government rather 
than investing energy in mass activism 
required to hold the government to 
account.  

SRC Council Recap: Antisemitism, Labor’s Universities 
Accord, and simple extension reforms
Khanh Tran and Carmeli Argana report.

Carmeli Argana reports. Khanh Tran reports.

Federation University cuts Bachelor of Arts degree
Zara Zadro reports.

Federation University will scrap 
its Bachelor of Arts degree due 

to declining enrolment numbers in a 
move that has been condemned by the 
National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU). 

The university, which is Victoria’s 
only regionally-based tertiary 
institution, failed to consult with 
the Union, staff, or students before 
making the announcement on 
Wednesday, forcing faculty-wide staff 
redundancies. 

In a press release, NTEU Victorian 
Assistant Secretary Sarah Roberts 
called it a “demoralising day for 
humanities in Victoria” and a 
“hammer blow for students who want 
to live regionally and study arts”.

“There’s no underestimating 
how important arts graduates are to 
society. The critical thinking skills 
and breadth of knowledge students 
are equipped with make our nation 
stronger,” she said.

This follows several years of job 
losses due to operational restructuring 
at the University, including last year’s 
changes which saw the replacement 
of its six academic schools with 
three ‘Interdisciplinary Employment 
and Start-up Centres’, the abolition 
of Deans in favour of ‘CEOs’, and 
voluntary redundancies offered to all 
ongoing staff. 

The university arts sector has 
suffered in recent years from 
government fee hikes under the 
Job Ready Graduates Package and 
cost-saving cuts to subjects and 
departments with smaller enrolment 
numbers.  

Federation University Branch 
President Mathew Abbott has urged 
the Federal and Victorian governments 
to intervene, emphasising the 
importance of regional access to a 
university arts education.

“Rogue Vice Chancellors making 
destructive and shortsighted decisions 

need to be reined in by governments,” 
Abbott said. 

“We need an urgent intervention 
with emergency funding to save 
this key pillar of regional higher 
education.”  

Similar cost-cutting measures 
and course restructures at La 
Trobe, Deakin, Adelaide University, 
Newcastle University, UTS, Macquarie 
University, and the University of 
Western Australia also saw over 
690 job losses since July last year, 
including the dissolution of UWA’s 
Anthropology and Sociology major.

At the University of Sydney, 

a Draft Change Proposal for the 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
from October last year threatened to 
cut arts subjects with fewer than 24, 
putting 250 undergraduate and 240 
postgraduate subjects under risk. Its 
controversial Future FASS program, 
which has begun rollout this year, 
will also see FASS reshaped from a 
departmental towards a disciplinary 
operational structure. 

The move has been widely opposed 
by departmental chairs for further 
eroding departmental autonomy 
in the faculty of arts, and placing 
academic power in the corporate 
hands of university management. 

“An arts degree must be a bedrock 
offering for all universities,” said 
Roberts. 

“Federation University 
management needs to factor the 
costs of running its BA program into 
its business model, just as other 
universities do.”

“‘It is unacceptable 
that the HEAD of a 
university allegedly 
assaulted a school-

aged student,’  
Beatty said.”

“The university... 
failed to consult with  
the Union, staff, or 

students before making 
the announcement  

on Wednesday.” 

“Heywood approached 
the student and “wiped 

saliva” on her face, 
remarking on her  

skin colour...”
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I have for a long time strived to never 
punch down when it comes to a joke. 

Given my gender, sexuality, education, 
ethnicity, and socio-economic status, 
there are relatively few targets who 
meet this criteria. Fortunately for me, 
I always had one punchline to fall back 
on: male pattern baldness.

 I have made jokes about guys who 
wear hats in the library, guys who must 
have left the house and forgotten to 
bring their hairline, and whether aliens 
are responsible for the crop circles you 
see on the tops of politicians’ heads. 
We men gifted ourselves the world and 
then demanded that everyone look the 
other way despite limited qualifications 
and rampant misconduct – surely we 
can deal with this modicum of mockery 
at our expense? Without analysing 
whether my jokes are funny, I never 
paused to consider whether they were 
fair. The atrocities that are men’s health 
ads have forced me to reconsider.

 For those that don’t frequently 
watch sports, you might not be familiar 
with the “turning point” tagline foisted 
upon Ashley and Martin’s target 
demographic. Also unbeknownst to 50 
per cent of the population, Facebook 
and Google have enabled Pilot to 
target people like me with entirely 
unnecessary advertisements promoting 
solutions to problems I was previously 
unfamiliar with.  

Pilot’s business plan is a simple 
one, founded upon the assumption 
that men don’t seek help because they 
are too proud to admit their problems, 
or embarrassed by the proposition of 
telling a doctor about issues with their 
follicles or their phallus. Telehealth 
companies have accurately determined 
that this barrier would be a particularly 
lucrative one to dismantle, and Pilot is 
one of the cabal of companies shipping 
the apparent magic bullet to baldness, 
fatness, and softness in nondescript 
packaging.

The problem with Pilot goes beyond 
men’s health specifically, and lies with 
their parent company Eucalyptus. Tim 
Doyle, one of its founders, jumped 
into the telehealth game after an 

extremely successful stint with direct-
to-consumer mattress company Koala. 
When Doyle left Koala, their revenue 
had grown from $6 million a year to $100 
million a year, and Doyle perfected the 
targeting of ads to consumers. Doyle 
summarised his marketing strategy 
in an interview with the Australian 
Financial Review: “We would just make 
so many ads. Some of it would go crazy 
well, some of it would do terribly, but 
people only saw the good stuff.” 

Doyle’s genius was making ads 
in-house, thus lowering their cost of 
production, and then progressively 
refining the ads in real time, based on 
which ones were receiving the most 
clicks. There was no chance of sinking 
funds into a failed campaign, and 
minimal costs associated with churning 
them out.

Online platforms allow advertisers 
to market as specifically as they want 
to. When the product being flogged is a 
memory foam mattress, the only ethical 
issue is that customers are being conned 

into buying a shit bed. When products 
address health conditions, ordinary 
salesmanship has the potential to 
become predatory. According to  AFR, 
“One of the early lessons that Doyle 
still applies is finding the best place to 
advertise. For Pilot, which targets young 
men, ads placed on PornHub yielded 
good results.” Given the fact that porn 
addiction has been linked to erectile 
dysfunction and premature ejaculation, 
these patients might have been better 
served if their healthcare provider had 
suggested holistic treatment rather 
than a prescription. However, Pilot is 
better served by the second, because it 
is the one that makes the most money.

Eucalyptus has not been immune to 
the recent economic downturn. The Age 
reported Eucalyptus had to cut 20 per 
cent of its staff after an investor backed 
out of a deal. Tech start-ups can no 
longer haemorrhage money, and 
“cutting costs and chasing 
profitability has become a 
priority.” Presumably 
these measures will 
not negatively impact 
the vulnerable 
men Pilot targets, 
swooping in at 
their lowest 
point with costly 
treatments for 
problems that 
are not life-
threatening.

I recently 
messaged a mate 
of mine about 
his hair loss, and 
whether these 
companies have 
gotten to him. He 
said, “What’s wrong 
with the advertising? I 
don’t see much of it and 
don’t have an opinion on 
it”. My first reaction was 
that this really fucked 
over the point I was trying 
to make, but my second 
was the realisation that I had never 
properly asked him about how hair loss 
might have affected his mental health. 
So I did. “When I first made the choice 

to shave my head it was because I just 
hated the look of the thinning hair and 
didn’t want to be one of those guys who 
hangs onto every last hair”, he said.

We kept talking for another hour 
or so, and it was only when we were 
each about to go to sleep that he 
shared something more personal. “To 
be honest, I have been considering a 
transplant quite seriously, because 
the idea of attractiveness in my mind 
includes full hair. Not sure if I’ll end up 
going through with it, but it’s definitely 
something I’m weighing up.”

 Ads for Pilot tell us that their service 
is terrific because they are discreet, but 
men’s health will only improve when it 
doesn’t have to be discreet. They tell 
vulnerable men that it is important to 
open up, but only if the person being 
opened up to is on Pilot’s payroll, and 
they do it with ads that have been 

vigorously refined until they are 
proven to generate sales.

I am grateful that the 
technology exists to give 

men self-confidence they 
lose when their hair 
starts to thin, and I 
hope the treatments 
become increasingly 
affordable. That said, 
I would prefer if 
baldness wasn’t the 
bogeyman for two-
thirds of half the 
world’s population. 
So ease off your 
mates if they opt for 
a beanie in January 
or a cap indoors. 

Don’t let the 
corporations 

win.

University students across Sydney rallied 
at the University of Technology Sydney 

(UTS) today for stronger climate action 
from the Albanese government, including 
100 per cent publicly funded renewable 
energy by 2030.

The rally was organised by multiple 
Sydney-based student unions, including 
the environment collectives from USyd, 
UTS and UNSW, as well as the National 
Union of Students (NUS).

Wiradjuri and Torres Strait Islander 
woman and activist Lynda June Coe began 
with an Acknowledgement Of Country, 
highlighting the need to centre First 
Nations people and knowledge practices in 
fighting for climate justice.

“Our plants, they are nations unto 
their own. Our animals, they are nations 
unto their own. You need to wake up and 
understand that First Nations knowledge 
and sovereignty is the key to dismantling 
this capitalist regime,” Coe said.

NUS Education Officer Luc Velez co-
chaired the rally with USyd SRC Education 
Officer Deaglan Godwin.

He outlined a list of demands for 
climate action, which includes: 100 per cent 
publicly funded renewable energy by 2030, 
government funding for an immediate just 
transition for workers, land rights for First 
Nations communities instead of mines, 
and scrapping NSW’s anti-protest laws 
passed earlier this year.

“The new NSW Police Unit Strike 
Force Guard and the passing of the 
Legislation Amendment Bill (2022) by 
the state Liberal government has now 
criminalised behaviour that causes damage 
or disruption to major roads or facilities,” 
said USyd Education Officer Lia Perkins 
(Grassroots).

“That’s what going on strike is. That’s 
what protesting is, and they’ve criminalised 
it,” she said.

Perkins also called out energy 
corporations and Albanese’s Labor 
government for “talking green and walking 
dirty”.

“The utterly inadequate emissions 
reduction target of the Labor government 
is also greenwashing, plain and simple. 

Won’t 43 per cent emissions reductions 
leave at least 57 per cent of emissions in 
the atmosphere?” she said.

Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi joined 
Perkins in criticising Labor’s “pathetic” 
emissions target, comparing it to “bringing 
a bucket of water to extinguish a house on 
fire”.

However, the climate bill containing 
Labor’s 43 per cent emissions reduction 
target passed through the lower house 
yesterday morning with the support of the 
Greens.

“The Greens have pushed really hard 
to improve this weak bill, and the Labor 
party has rewritten some of it to get our 
support,” Faruqi said.

“But let’s be very clear. We are 
thoroughly disappointed that Labor will 
continue to back coal and gas,” she said.

USyd Welfare Officer Yasmine Johnson 
(SAlt) criticised both the Labor party and 
the Greens for agreeing to a 43 per cent 
emission reduction target, calling for “real 
climate action”.

“I think it’s disappointing that the 
Greens have gone along with this target, 
making Labor’s attempt to greenwash 
themselves more legitimate,” Johnson said.

“It’s not the rhetoric around the 
climate that needs to be changed, it’s 
what’s actually fucking happening that 
needs to be changed,” she said.

Despite the criticism, National Labor 
Students (NLS) member Jack Scanlan 
spoke in defence of  Labor, citing Federal 
Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek’s 
intention to block a new coal mine project 
in central Queensland.

“There is a fight within the Labor party, 
to take it over from the right so that the 
left and the unions control the Labor party 
again,” Scanlan said.

“We are demanding from them what 
they should be doing, which is caring for 
the workers, giving them support and 
transitioning their jobs,” he said.

Protesters marched from UTS to the 
Labor party’s Sydney headquarters on 
Sussex street.

Protesters demand stronger emissions targets at Sydney 
Labor Headquarters Carmeli Argana reports.

The men’s health industry is bad for men’s health
James Frederiksen reckons you should stop giving your mates shit for going bald.

The National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) has accused Monash 

University of systematically underpaying 
casual staff in a letter sent to Vice 
Chancellor Margaret Gardner on 18 July. 

The breaches allegedly occurred across 
at least two departments dating back to 
at least 2015, according to NTEU Branch 
President Ben Eltham. The amount of pay 
owed to casuals is currently unknown. 

The alleged underpayments 
occurred due to Monash’s classification 
of consultation hours with students as 
“associated” work to the delivery of tutorials. 
Staff are currently not paid for such work.

In the School of Philosophical, 
Historical and International Studies, casual 
staff are required to hold consultation 
hours which they were told were not 
separately remunerated. Casual staff 
in the Department of Economics were 
told that they “owed” management 
additional unremunerated work in 

correspondence obtained by the NTEU. 

The School of Social Sciences told staff 
that they had the choice to hold consultation 
hours. Michael Lazarus, a casual academic 
in the Department of Philosophy, described 
this as “giving staff a choice between saying 
no and lowering educational standards, 
or saying yes to underpaid work” in 
comment provided to The Australian.

The NTEU claims that the alleged 
underpayments constitute a “serious 
breach” of the Enterprise Agreement 
between the Union and the University 
as well as a breach of the Fair Work Act. 
Each “serious breach” could attract a 
maximum penalty of over $130,000.

The NTEU demands that Monash 
amend internal policies to avoid future 
underpayments. It is also demanding that 
Monash engage a third party to audit the 
alleged breaches, commit to repayment 
in full and for the Vice Chancellor to 

provide casual staff with a written apology. 

The alleged underpayments occurred 
in addition to Monash’s $8.6 million 
underpayment of casual staff from 2015 
to 2021, where tutorials were misclassified 
as to reduce the payable rate for staff 
labour. The NTEU recently filed a case in 
the Federal Court on behalf of a Monash 
academic who is allegedly owed more 
than one thousand hours of back pay. 

Eltham claims that many casual 
staff have yet to receive payment since 
Monash admitted to underpayments in 
October last year, with the University 
refusing to publish the results of 
their previous underpayment audit.

A spokesperson for Monash said that 
the University was “seriously considering” 
the NTEU’s letter and were requesting 
further information from the Union. 
They added that they “valued the role 
our sessional staff play in the delivery 

of excellent education and takes our 
obligations to pay our staff very seriously”. 

NTEU National President Alison Barnes 
said that “It is deeply disappointing but 
entirely unsurprising that the Union has had 
to bring yet another case of wage theft to the 
attention of a Vice Chancellor. Universities 
continue to pretend this is not a systematic 
issue underpinning their business models,”

Barnes called for Education 
Minister Jason Clare to implement the 
recommendations of the Senate Committee 
on Job Security, including the introduction of 
effective casual conversion rights in higher 
education and to criminalise wage theft. 

“Staff at universities across Australia 
desperately need job security and to be 
paid correctly for their work,” Barnes said. 

In 2021, Monash recorded an 
operating surplus of $431 million. 
Vice Chancellor Margaret Gardner 
was paid $1.2 million the same year. 

Monash University accused again of systematic 
underpayment of casual staff Luke Cass reports.

The Western Sydney University (WSU) 
branch of the National Tertiary 

Education Union (NTEU) has agreed 
terms on a new Enterprise Agreement 
(EA) which will see a significant 
reduction in the reliance on casual 
labour among other improvements to pay 
and conditions. Staff still must vote to 
approve the agreement for it to be ratified. 

The agreement between the Union 
and WSU will see the creation of 150 full-
time equivalent permanent positions at 
the University over the next two and a half 
years. Casual academics currently working 
at WSU will be preferenced in applying for 
the positions. This means the amount of 
casual labour relied on by the University 
will decline by almost 25 per cent. 

Staff will further receive a minimum 
pay rise of 4.6 per cent in 2022. While 
this represents less than the 5 per cent 
sought by the Union, professional staff 
on low incomes will receive a one off 
payment between $500 and $1000, 
which represents a pay increase of up 
to 6.4 per cent for the lowest paid staff. 

The parties have agreed to a 3.35 per 
cent increase in pay in October 2023, 2.9 
per cent increase in October 2024 and 
a 2.6 per cent increase in March 2025. 

The NTEU has also won 20 days of 
Gender Affirmation Leave for staff at 
WSU, the demand for 30 days of Gender 
Affirmation Leave per year in the USyd 
NTEU enterprise bargaining demands. 

Professional staff will further enjoy 

the right to work from home, and super 
will be payable on unpaid parental 
leave in another win for the Union. 

NTEU NSW Secretary Damien 
Cahill described the agreement as “a 
fantastic, historic achievement for our 
members” while National President 
Alison Barnes said the agreement 
was a “groundbreaking win” resulting 
from the hard work of WSU staff. 

The agreement follows a half-
day NTEU strike at WSU on 8 June.  

NTEU USyd Branch President Nick 
Riemer said that the agreement “should 
reset EA negotiations everywhere” and 
committed to “continue campaigning until 
Mark Scott meets his responsibilities”. 

The NTEU estimates that over 160,000 
workers in higher education are casual 
workers or on short term contracts, 
which constitutes approximately two 
thirds of the entire higher education 
workforce. A Senate report in 2021 
found that at least 21 of Australia’s 40 
universities, including the University 
of Sydney, have been implicated in the 
underpayment of casual staff to date. 

WSU confirmed that they have 
reached an agreement which includes a 
“significant academic decasualisation 
program” with the NTEU and that the 
agreement included “good, well-deserved, 
fair improvements in conditions for staff”. 

The University recorded a $143 million 
surplus in 2021, up from $22 million in 2020.

Western Sydney University staff win pathway to casual 
conversion, other demands met Luke Cass reports.

‘Close Reading’ sucks the fun out of the English major
Jesse Cetrola is done reading between the lines.

ART BY ELLIE
STEPHENSON

I assumed the agony of analysing texts 
line by line finished as the pen dropped 

in my final HSC English exam. USyd had 
other plans.

The ‘Close Reading Exercise’ 
assigned to first-year English majors 
hands once animated and driven 
bookworms into rethinking their entire 
identity as a reader. The task requires 
students to make an evidence-based 
argument about a text studied within 
the unit, solely based on the author’s 
intent and used language devices within 
a 750 word limit. The task is mainly 
introduced in ‘ENGL1017: The Idea of 
the Classic’ where the Close Reading 
Exercise is assigned in three out of four 
assignments. The average mark for this 

assignment ranged from 67.5 to 69.5 
throughout the semester, highlighting a 
consistent gap in the comprehension of 
this task. A redditor on r/usyd explained 
how it is “difficult to understand what 
the tutors want” and found the “marking 
particularly harsh”. 

What little guidance is provided 
to students is formulaic and at times 
patronising. Students, for example, 
are given a 3-page “Do’s and Don’ts 
list” exerting phrases such as “don’t 
make grandiose claims” and to make 
readers see the text “in a richer, more 
complicated way”. These meaningless 
one-liners attempt to equip students 
with the skills to objectively analyse 
texts most of us didn’t even finish 

reading. The task is also similar to HSC 
English, as it requires a ‘PEEL’ paragraph 
structure that is highly formulaic and 
restrictive, limiting students’ style and 
voice in their analysis.

The style of writing required by the 
Close Reading Task emerged in the 
20th century New Criticism literary 
movement, and was initially valued for 
its narrowed focus on authorial intention 
and the promotion of active reading. 
However, while this may be beneficial 
at primary and lower high school level, 
Close Reading fails the students who 
were taught that the reader determines 
meaning. 

A ‘classic’ text is not considered 
classic merely because of its role in 
starting conversations about power 
imbalances or its contribution to 
religious movements. Rather, it is 
how these ideas are engaged with and 
challenged by readers over time.  Given 
this, why am I paying to pursue an 
education that makes me write about 
what an author has already said? Where 
is the room for critical engagement 
that is so crucial to the development of 
literature?

Whilst I personally hope to dodge 
this assignment creeping into second-
year units, now I’ve begun to wonder 
whether the days of similes and linking 
sentences weren’t so bad after all. 
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Close encounters of the ‘faith’ kind

The past year has seen a resurgence in 
industrial action in the NSW public 

sector. Teachers, nurses, transport workers 
and other public sector employees have all 
been on strike. After a decade of stagnating 
wages and skyrocketing corporate profits, 
this is a very welcome development. But 
even winning pay rises that just keep up 
with inflation will be a challenge. To smash 
the pay cap, there needs to be a rank and 
file-led campaign for a sector wide general 
strike.

Prior to the recent  public sector 
strikes, workers’ ability to exert power in 
the labour market had ebbed enormously, 
following decades of ruling class warfare 
and non combative union leadership. By 
2020, overall union density had dropped 
from a high of 51 per cent in the late 1970s 
to less than 15 per cent, and the number of 
working days lost to strike action dropped 
nearly 90 per cent between 1985 and today. 

Partly, this was due to the bipartisan 
adoption of neoliberalism by successive 
governments in Australia and around the 
world. For example, restrictive anti-strike 
laws introduced by the Keating Government 
in 1993 make it nearly impossible to go on 
strike legally in Australia, robbing unions 
of the capacity to go on strike outside of 
enterprise bargaining periods or to strike 
in solidarity with workers in other sectors. 
But governments got away with this 
because the leaders of the Australian trade 
union movement preferred having a seat at 
the bargaining table to having to fight. 

The most consequential role played 
by the top union officials was in the 1983 
Prices and Incomes Accord. The Accords 
were an agreement signed between the 

Hawke Labor government, employer 
associations and trade unions. They were 
signed in the midst of a deep recession and 
the result was a brutal, immediate transfer 
of wealth from workers to employers, 
as workers were forced to sacrifice their 
wages in a purported attempt to control 
inflation. The period was marked by a 
series of bitter industrial defeats for the 
working class, such as the breaking of the 
Australian pilots’ strike of 1989 and the 
deregistration of the militant Builders 
Labourers Federation. 

The decades since have been marked by 
a decrease in working class organisation, 
both quantitatively —  in terms of union 
membership —  and qualitatively. Few 
workers today were around during the 
struggles of the 1970s, and the traditions 
of union militancy have been mostly lost. 

The pandemic has provided another 
illustration of the failures of the strategy 
behind the Accords. Instead of fighting 
back, the leadership of the Australian 
trade union movement has given way to 
the demands of capital throughout the 
pandemic. At the start of the pandemic, 
Sally McManus proudly stated the union 
movement was going to “put aside all 
hostilities” towards governments and 
employers. When Gladys Berejyklian 
announced that public sector employees 
were to have their pay frozen, the Australian 
Council of Trade Unions mounted staunch 
resistance in the form of a meagre social 
media campaign. Subsequently, workers 
this year experienced the sharpest decline 
in real wages since the introduction of the 
GST. 

Rank and file union members have 

different interests and priorities to those 
of their officials. The Polish revolutionary 
socialist Rosa Luxemburg noted how 
the emergence of a professional labour 
bureaucracy became a conservatising 
force in the German workers’ movement, 
describing the attitude of trade union 
leaders as risking “bureaucratism and a 
certain narrowness of outlook.” 

Luxemburg argues that professional 
bureaucrats came to prioritise the 
maintenance of the organisation over 
the outcomes for workers, with the union 
“changed into an end in itself.” 

This same logic plays out today. 
Instead of fighting the bosses, it’s about 
negotiating with them. You can’t demand 
too much, or else you risk damaging your 
negotiating position. This exact argument 
was used earlier this year by officials in the 
Nurses and Midwives Association (NMA) 
to argue against supporting a pay rise in 
line with inflation.

At a stop-work meeting of NMA 
delegates held during their state-wide 
strike on 28 June, two socialists moved a 
motion from the meeting floor rejecting 
the state government’s meagre offer of a 
3 per cent pay rise, instead arguing for an 
above-inflation pay increase of at least 7 
per cent. They were met with immediate 
dissent from the NMA officials who argued 
that this was unwinnable and advised 
members to accept Perrottet’s offer in 
the interim, fearing that asking for too 
much would result in a deadlock with the 
government. 

Despite winning a majority vote at 
the NSW NMA mass members meeting, 

union officials organised a re-running 
of votes on a branch-by-branch basis. 
However, members again rejected the 
union officials’ line to accept the 3 per cent 
pay offer because they knew that doing so 
would result in a real wage pay cut in the 
context of skyrocketing costs of living.

Following the vote, one rank-and-file 
member outlined a strategy going forward: 
“we absolutely need the trade union 
movement to not compromise on the 
question of pay, and to raise the stakes”. 
They continued: “Most of all, we need 
to organise joint strikes across different 
industries”.

The success of the 7 per cent wage claim 
in the NMA is just a taste of what workers 
could win if we had stronger rank-and-
file organisations. Activists in different 
workplaces could link up with each other 
and argue that public sector workers 
shouldn’t just go out on strike, but that 
they should all go out at the same time, in 
a public sector general strike. If, instead 
of just having two activists prepared to 
argue publicly against the officials, we had 
dozens - or hundreds - then we could scare 
the government into not cutting another 
cent of workers’ wages. 

After a decade of a threadbare 
union presence, there is a real appetite 
to demand more now and step forward 
with pay claims through rank-and-file 
movements, without passively following 
the line of trade union officials. To take 
advantage of this moment, we should not 
make concessions to the state, instead 
focusing on building union militancy. Now 
is the time for workers to demand more. 

Why a public sector general strike is necessary to smash 
the public sector pay cap in NSW Simon Upitis and Christine Lai write.

If bins could talk: NSW’s waste trends revealed 

Mahmoud Al Rifai opines. 

Last year, I had the privilege of being able 
to read Abdul Hakim Murad’s Travelling 

Home: Essays on Islam in Europe. It is 
nothing short of a spectacular read and I 
highly recommend it for all those with a 
keen interest in Islam’s place in the West.

However, it is also a scathing text 
that criticised the university I study at, 
leading to a short-lived crisis of belonging. 
In the chapter, ‘The Multiple Horizons 
of British Islamic Scholarship’, Murad 
quotes Benedictine theologian Benedict 
Ashley OP to condemn what has become of 
modern universities:

“The very term ‘university’ means 
many-looking-towards-one, and is related 
to the term ‘universe’, the whole of 
reality. Thus, the name no longer seems 
appropriate to such a fragmented modern 
institution whose unity is provided only by 
a financial administration and perhaps a 
sports team,” Ashley argues. 

The university is now built on the 
tenets of rationalism and utility, where 
physical knowledge and wealth creation 
purportedly reign supreme. In the words 
of Murad, the “non-mercantile unifying 
principle has been lost”. What was once 
an institution where individuals sought 
to attain a public truth is now little more 
than a degree factory, where compliance 
with whatever dogma sells is a financial 
imperative.

However, these sentiments should not 
be taken to an extreme whereby Muslims 
are viewed as dogmatic and unconcerned 
with physical knowledge. The Qur’an 
invites the study of physical phenomena: 
“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens 
and the earth and the alternation of the 

day and night there are signs for people 
of reason” (3:190). The revealed Text 
drives spiritual progress, while science 
and the laws of material existence exist 
as a separate branch of learning to drive 
human progress. 

In fact, some would consider the 
separation Islam makes between secular 
scientific learning and revelation as 
one that freed secular science from the 
theocratic dogma that plagued pre-
Islamic worldviews. This is a distinction 
that conservative Christianity considers 
increasingly inconvenient as Christian 
nationalism becomes a de facto policy in 
American conservative politics.

But the Golden Age of Islam easily 
demonstrates this commitment to the 
sciences. Yet what of the rationalist, 
philosophical university? Can a young 
Muslim, like myself, survive in the modern 
secular university which is seemingly at 
odds with the metaphysics and tenets 
of Islam? What am I to do with the close 

encounters of the ‘faith’ kind?
Abu Huraira reported: “The Messenger 

of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, 
said, 

‘The word of wisdom is the lost 

property of the believer. Wherever he 
finds it, he is most deserving of it.’” 
(Sunan al-Tirmidhī 2687).  Whether a 
‘word of wisdom’ can exist beyond the 
parameters of the Quran and the Sunnah 
is a frightening prospect, but there is a 
demonstrated Islamic tradition whereby 
rationalism becomes in service of faith 
rather than a harbinger of disbelief. After 
all, rationalism, in the context of faith, 
calls for careful discernment that balances 
evidence, ethics, and the desired outcome. 
I firmly believe that Muslims still have a 
place at the secular university, despite the 
postmodern culture that pervades them.

Abbasid Caliph Al Ma’mun inspires 
a tradition through which rationalism 

and philosophy could be appropriated by 
Muslims to demonstrate the revelation. 
In 823 C.E., he found the Bayt Al Hikmah, 
the House of Wisdom, where scholars 
translated Greek philosophy into Arabic. 
Thus, a rich and intellectual tradition that 
engaged with the secular to better one’s 
faith was formed. In the words of the French 
Alain de Libera: “philosophy on Muslim soil 
was not the philosophy of Muslims but the 
history of the philosophies that Muslims 
produced or allowed to be produced after 
the conquest – pagan, Christian, Muslim, 
and Jewish; Muslim philosophy carried out 
by religious clerics, ‘secular’ philosophy 
done by philosophers; eastern and 
western, Mediterranean or continental, 
Arab or non-Arab philosophies, Persian 
philosophies and Turkish philosophies.”

Muslim scholars such as Algazel, 
Avicenna, and Averroës engaged in the 
language of rationality and philosophy 
by virtue of the caliph Al Ma’mun’s 
commitment to overcoming the fear of 
philosophy. The secular university, albeit 
imperfect, provides Muslims with the 
capacity to continue a historical tradition 
of engaging with words of wisdom and 
finding our lost property.

And so we have come full circle. 
While Murad rightfully privileges an 
individualism and postmodernism that 
prevents a true Islamic authenticity in 
scholarship at universities, young Muslims 
can endeavour to reignite that tradition of 
truth seeking when encountering Leibniz, 
Bergson, Kant, or Nietszche. Perhaps 
through this endeavour, to travel home 
would be the equivalent to travelling to 
Camperdown, without fear of encounter 
and disbelief.

Leo Su dives deep in the data of your dumpster.

A sound like thunder grumbles through 
the neighbourhood. Not from a 

rainstorm, but residents wheeling their 
rubbish bins to the kerbside before 
collection day.

Almost 3 million households across 
New South Wales have access to a council 
kerbside waste service, according to the 
NSW Environment Protection Authority 
(EPA). 

NSW also produces more than 3.5 
million tonnes of waste each year on 
average. Residual waste — waste that is 
neither recyclable nor organic — comprises 
around 2 million tonnes of this amount.

The latest available data reveals that 
Blacktown produced the most residual 
waste in 2020-2021, generating over 
110,000 tonnes. This was followed by 
Canterbury-Bankstown with 88,000 
tonnes, and the Central Coast with 83,000 
tonnes.

This should come as no surprise, as 
these three LGAs are the most populous in 
NSW, according to the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics.

There is a strong correlation between 
population size and amount of waste 
produced across all waste streams except 
for garden organics, where the correlation 
is more moderate. 

However, if waste generation is 
measured on a per capita basis, other 
LGAs come to the forefront. Broken Hill 
generated 12.4 kilograms of residual waste 
per person a week (kg/ca/wk), while the 
City of Sydney sat on 12 kg/ca/wk. To put 
this into perspective, the average across 
NSW was 4.7 kg/ca/wk.

Further, while Canterbury-Bankstown 
and the Central Coast match the state’s 
average, Blacktown exceeds it, with 6 kg/
ca/wk.

According to a series of audits 
conducted by Rawtec from 2011-2019, half 
of the contents of a residual waste bin in 
NSW is made up of total organics. This 
includes food, wood, textiles, and rubber. 
The second largest category is paper and 
paper products, making up 18 per cent on 
average.

The third largest category found in 
residual waste bins is plastics.

Plastics are synthetic materials made 
from petrochemicals. They are made up 
of long, repeating molecule chains called 
polymers which determine the type of 
plastic they create.

According to the NSW Department 
of Planning and Environment, the state 
generates over 800,000 tonnes of plastic 
each year, but only 10 per cent of it is 
recycled.

“One of the main challenges for 
recycling is separating,” says Jack Steel, a 
PhD student at the University of Sydney 
researching plastic decomposition.

This is because kerbside recycling is 
co-mingled, with all recyclables placed in 
the same yellow bin. 

“If you want to recycle plastics, you 
have to actually separate them out first 
from all the glass and paper and other 
recyclables, and then separate them by 
type of plastic and colour of plastic,” he 
says.

This is the rationale behind the 
implementation of schemes like Return 
and Earn, which not only combat littering 
but also help streamline the sorting 
process for recycling.

The cost and facilities required for 
recycling means that councils will only 
accept certain materials from kerbside 
bins. While most plastics can technically 
be recycled, the process for certain types of 
plastics may prove too costly or resource-
intensive for a council to justify doing so.

Even then, recycling is not perfect.

“The conventional method of recycling 
plastics involves melting and remoulding 
them into whatever product you want,” 
Steel says.

“The effects of heat eventually cause 
degradation in the plastic such that you 
can only recycle them this way a limited 
number of times.”

Some plastics, such as the polyethylene 
terephthalate in water bottles, can be 
recycled numerous times due to their 
relatively low melting point, but others can 
only be recycled once or twice.

“Current recycling methods that we 
have are not doing much in terms of solving 
this crisis because most of the plastic is 
still in landfill, still in the environment,” 
he says.  

For Steel, the future lies in chemical 
recycling technologies.

“We’re trying to turn these long chain 
plastics back into the small molecules that 
we made them from in the first place,” he 
says.

One promising technique that Steel 
identified is hydrothermal liquefaction, 
which involves using pressurised water 
in a supercritical state to break down 
plastics into a crude-oil-like mixture. The 
small building blocks of plastic can then 
be extracted from the mixture after it is 
refined, creating a closed loop where new 
plastic is created from old plastic.

“Hydrothermal also has the advantage 
of being able to deal with mixed plastics 
without needing to sort them,” he says.

“A big part of the problem that we face is 
our current recycling technologies are set 
up to accept single types of plastic that our 
recycling system collected commingled. 
It’s that bottleneck of ‘are we bothered to 
sort it out’ that is really holding us back.”

While hydrothermal liquefaction is 
“still a very emerging technology”, Steel is 
optimistic about the future.

“There are a lot of chemical companies 
out there who have seen the potential that 
this technology offers and are embracing 
it,” he says. “It is starting to be rolled out 
in terms of pilot plants and industrial scale 
plants.” 

But the fight against waste also occurs 
at its inception.

Mosman resident Allison Licence 
started her journey to proactively reduce 
her waste after learning about Australia’s 
waste exports to China in the context of 
the country’s 2017 waste import ban.

“I’d always been diligent with my 
recycling but when I found out that a lot 
of it wasn’t actually being reused for other 
things but rather shipped overseas, it 
really freaked me out about where all this 
stuff was going to end up,” she says.

Even now, half of all of the recycling 
obtained from Return and Earn is exported 
to Asia and Europe.

Photographs of the Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch were also a big wake up call 
for Licence.

“Being an ocean lover and a surfer 
and a swimmer, I just hated seeing those 
images of that plastic,” she says.

Licence has undertaken a variety 
of measures to significantly cut down 
on her waste generation. These include 
downsizing her council kerbside bins 
to limit the amount she can throw out, 
composting her food scraps, as well as 
strategically purchasing products with 
minimal packaging.

But data from the EPA shows that the 
total amount of domestic waste produced 
in NSW across all streams has increased, 
growing from 3.1 million tonnes in 2005-
2006 to 4 million tonnes in 2020-2021.

However, the proportion of this 
waste which is recycled or recovered has 
increased as well. 

The recycling/recovery rate from total 
waste varies across LGAs. Kiama, in NSW’s 
south coast, had the highest with 75 per 
cent, while Fairfield was in the bottom ten 
with 13 per cent.

Mosman, where Licence lives, had a 
rate of 44 per cent, which is slightly lower 
than the state’s overall rate of 46 per cent.

Echoing Jack Steel’s sentiments, 
Licence emphasises the importance 

of sorting household waste to ensure 
recycling is maximised.

“People need to take that extra step 
and not just put everything in those two 
[kerbside] bins and think it’ll be fine,” she 
says. “You have to work a bit harder than 
that and find the right avenues.” 

Licence recommends having separate 
bins for different recyclables as well as a 
special “misfits” tub for harder-to-recycle 
items such as batteries or soft plastics.

Soft plastics can be returned at 
supermarkets such as Woolworths, but 
Licence noted there are also private waste 
companies that are able to recycle and 
repurpose items which regular kerbside 
recycling cannot handle.

One example is RecycleSmart, a 
company who has currently partnered 
with 13 LGA councils including Mosman, 
to help residents recycle soft plastics, 
e-waste, toxic items, and clothes.

Licence also suggests researching 
which specialty collection services the 
local council offers and marking the 
collection dates on a calendar.

But for Licence, recycling is the last 
resort. 

“You should think about how you can 
reuse, repurpose or repair an item before 
recycling,” she says. “Think of waste as a 
resource rather than something that goes 
in the bin.”

Licence also works at the climate 
change action group 1 Million Women 
that helps teach people how to cut carbon 
pollution in their daily lives. In addition to 
the informational blog posts she writes, 
Licence is the coordinator of the 1 Million 
Women app, a downloadable smartphone 
program that helps users calculate how 
much carbon they can save by changing 
their ways — including their waste 
practices.  

While individual responsibility 
regarding waste is important, it is 
paramount that change also happens 
on a systemic level in collaboration with 
legislators.

In line with the Plastic Reduction and 
Circular Economy Act (2021), lightweight 
plastic bags were banned in NSW from 
June this year, followed by single-use 
straws, cutlery, and plates in November.

Bans on other items such as plastic 
heavy bags and cups will be reviewed 
within three years. This is all part of the 
NSW government’s Waste and Sustainable 
Materials Strategy to phase out problematic 
and unnecessary plastics by 2025. 

Read the full article with interactive 
visualisations on our website.
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The recent Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organisation decision by the 

United States Supreme Court overturned 
the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that has 
legally protected abortion access for 
almost fifty years. The Court’s decision 
has consequently thrown civil rights 
movements into disarray, raising concern 
around the possibility that private data 
could now be used to detect, investigate 
and prosecute those seeking abortions in 
many states.

These concerns have led many 
American’s to remove their menstruation-
tracking applications, in fear that their 
personal data could be used against them 
in future, particularly in states where 
abortion has already been criminalised. 
While the 1996 Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) protects 
an individual’s medical records and other 
identifiable health information, it does 
not protect information collected by third-
party apps or tech companies. 

Popular period-tracking apps Flo and 
Glow have faced backlash in the past for 
security flaws that have failed to properly 
secure sensitive information and put 
individual user data at risk. According to the 
US Federal Trade Commission, Flo shared 
users’ fertility data (being “information 
regarding your marked cycles, pregnancy, 
or symptoms”) with third parties despite 
public assurances that data would not be 
shared “for any other purpose except to 
provide services in connection with the 
app”. 

Following the ruling, companies 
storing user data (including people’s 
online search histories, information 
from period-tracking apps and location 
tracking) may be subject to online policing 
or the disclosure of personal information 
by law enforcement agencies resulting 
in the punishment of people who seek 
access to abortion services online. Such 
digital information can be used by law 
enforcement agencies prosecuting 
abortion cases and opens the door to more 
surveillance by the state. As such, many are 
concerned about the exploitation of such 
personal data against women or physicians 
who carry out abortions in violation of 
state laws. 

There has been a push to safeguard 

user’s digital footprints in case individual 
states come down hard on personal data in 
light of this ruling.  Flo has since responded 
to Dobbs by incorporating an anonymity 
feature for users, which strips users’ 
accounts of personal identifiers when the 
anonymous mode is activated. 

However, despite this added measure, 
with Dobbs re-allowing states to outlaw 
abortion, there is now the risk that woman’s 
personal data could be subpoenaed. 
Experts predict that a digital trail of texts, 
emails, online payment records, Google 
searches, tracking apps and location may 
all be used against individuals seeking 
reproductive care. This comes at a time 

where the collection of our personal data 
is difficult to escape, as companies often 
base their business models on the sale of 
personal data.

The Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner (OACIC) has opened an 
investigation into whether companies like 
Kmart and Bunnings have utilised facial 
recognition software in efforts to combat 
shoplifting. The collection of biometric 
data has usually been done surreptitiously, 
without the knowledge and consent of 
many customers who often miss the “small, 
inconspicuous” signs placed by businesses.

In the wake of Roe’s overturning, these 
fears have become more pressing. Stores 
can already collect and track the timings 
and frequency a customer visits a store, 

pattern and behavioural analysis (such 
as their reaction to pricing) and their 
connections with other shoppers (such as 
friends, family and anyone else with them). 
Similar tracking could make accessing 
abortions more dangerous, with the 
potential for digital surveillance to be used 
against individuals travelling to clinics and 
seeking abortions, or family members and 
friends assisting them to do so. 

Last year, Arkansas passed the Every 
Mum Matters Bill requiring women 
considering an abortion to call a state 
hotline outlining alternatives to abortion. 
The hotlines are stationed at crisis 
pregnancy centres, many of which are 

Christian organisations that operate under 
the guise of an abortion clinics to counsel 
women against undertaking the procedure.

Abortion activists fear these forms of 
surveillance may be another method used 
to identify and track pregnant women, as 
evidence of accessing these centres isn’t 
subject to the privacy protections of HIPAA. 
Further, patients medical records, including 
information collected on their sexual and 
reproductive history, can be turned over 
to law enforcement to prosecute abortion 
providers or pregnant people themselves. 
This has led to activists urging those 
seeking abortions to turn off their location 
services, leave their smartwatches and 
phones at home, and be stringent on any 
period-tracking apps they use. Programs 

like CCleanercan offer such protection, 
erasing privacy-violating cookies and 
internet history from personal devices. 
These measures may seem draconian, yet 
these actions are becoming necessary to 
protect people from prosecution. 

The conservative conception of fetal 
personhood - where an embryo or fetus 
is considered living from the moment of 
conception - forms the basis for the pro-
life movement and its move to criminalise 
abortion. These laws hold that a foetus 
is ethically and legally equivalent to a 
human, and consequently that its right to 
life is worth more than a woman’s right to 
control her body. 

Protecting privacy and personal data 
has never been more vital in the post-Roe 
era. In Australia abortion has been largely 
decriminalised, but a growing conservative 
right have been emboldened to push the 
United States decision here. The Australian 
Christian Lobby responded to Roe v. Wade 
by declaring the ruling a “tremendous 
victory in the fight to protect unborn lives!” 

“Trigger ban” laws in place in thirteen 
states meant abortion was automatically 
criminalised after the ruling, while other 
conservative states, including South 
Carolina, are now considering  even greater 
restrictions post-Roe including abortion 
bans at fertilisation, limits on out-of-state 
abortions and shutting down access to 
abortion pills.

And even while abortion is legal in 
Australia, it can be prohibitely expensive 
and difficult to access. Abortions are 
largely performed in private clinics rather 
than in the public system. The median out-
of-pocket expense for medical abortion is 
$560 and there is an inadequate amount of 
medical abortion practitioners in Australia. 
The cost may also be more expensive if the 
gestation period is over the 12 week period 
and is dependent on whether the abortion 
is done medically or surgically. According 
to data from MS Health, as of December 
2021 there were 3,059 prescribers of 
medical abortion in Australia while there 
were 31,620 registered GPs. 

We must be forthright about protecting 
reproductive rights, fighting against 
the violation of privacy, and defending 
individuals’ agency over their bodies. 

The first fortnight of Parliament has 
wrapped up, giving us a glimpse into 

the priorities of the Albanese government 
and how a new House – with the smallest 
Coalition presence since Hawke, the 
largest representation of women, and the 
most powerful crossbench in history – will 
approach their agenda.

Labor has a majority in the House, 
with 77 of 151 seats, but must garner the 
support of 13 crossbenchers in the Senate 
(where they only have 26 of 76 seats) to 
pass legislation. The Greens have 12 seats, 
meaning Labor will have to secure their 
support and one other from the crossbench, 
likely Jacqui Lambie (Tas) or David Pocock 
(ACT).

The nature of this collaboration was 
most evident with negotiations around the 
Climate Change Bill which, now passed, 
will enshrine an emissions reduction target 
of 43 per cent by 2030 off 2005 levels into 
law. The Minister for Climate Change, 
Chris Bowen, is now also required to give 
an annual statement to Parliament on the 
Government’s progress toward the target.  

The legislation will mark the most 
significant climate reform since the carbon 
tax, which was enacted by the Gillard 
government back in 2012 before being 
repealed by Abbott two years later. The 
deliberations over the bill are particularly 
of note, given the Greens opposed Rudd’s 
carbon reduction scheme back in 2009, 
instead voting with the Liberals, due to 
its lack of ambition – something Labor 
supporters have long criticised. Now, 
after a decade of climate inaction, and 
while similarly believing Labor ought to 
be aiming higher, the Greens have shown 
a greater willingness to settle, with leader 
Adam Bandt stating, “you need to give a 
little to get a little”. The bill ultimately 
passed the House, with amendments 
including making it mandatory for 
government agencies to assess climate 
impact when it seeks to fund new projects.

The House passed two further bills 
legislating many of the recommendations 
from the Royal Commission into Aged 
Care, including mandated on-site nurses, 
a cap on administrative fees, and the 
requirement of facilities to disclose their 

costs and profits. Previous bills including 
similar reforms had been debated in the 
last parliament, but were ultimately not 
supported by Labor, with the policies 
instead becoming core promises of their 
election campaign. The government faced 
criticism for its delay in some of these 
reforms, seemingly for political reasons.

“What disappoints me about this Bill 
is that the Albanese Government could 
have saved senior Australians and the 
aged care industry undue stress by passing 
these reforms when our Bill was before the 
previous Parliament,” said Liberal Senator 
Wendy Askew. 

Nonetheless, the reforms are the 
first significant implementation of 
the recommendations from the Royal 
Commission into Aged Care, the findings 
of which were released in 2018.

Employment Minister Tony Burke 
introduced a bill to deliver 10 days of 
domestic violence leave for workers, 
resulting from a years long campaign by 
the Australian Services Union calling for 
the reforms. Under the legislation, all 

Australian workers – including casuals and 
part time workers – will be able to access 
the leave from February 2023, or August 
2023 for smaller businesses. According to 
Burke, the delayed commencement of the 
scheme will allow businesses to prepare to 
meet their obligations under the scheme. 

Albanese addressed a group of 
women’s safety advocates on the lawns of 
Parliament House prior to introducing the 
bill. Shadow Industrial Minister Michaelia 
Cash indicated the Opposition is “inclined” 
to support passage of the bill into law, 
but prefers the Fair Work Commissions’ 
domestic violence provisions, which 
also provide 10 days of leave but exclude 
casual workers. The reforms not only mark 
a significant change in governmental 
responsibility for supporting victims of 
domestic violence, but also set a benchmark 
for the ability of governments to legislate 
paid leave for casual workers.

Parliament will meet again in 
September, where attention will turn to 
address the rising cost of living, with the 
government delivering its budget at the 
end of October. 

Dinner and disconnection: Mealtimes with the modern  
Taiwanese family
I don’t understand any of them and I 

don’t want to know. Let them grow up 
and leave.” 

During a frank conversation with an old 
friend, Tao Chu – an ageing semi-retired 
chef and father – confesses his true heart. 
Chu and his friend sit in the kitchen after 
a gruelling cook for the wedding of a 
governor’s son. At the end of it, the sunken 
atmosphere of the kitchen draws out the 
blunt confession to his friend.

The 1994 Taiwanese film Eat Drink Man 
Woman directed by Ang Lee uses food as 
a recurring motif to explore three sisters 
and their father’s experience of family life 
in the 1990s. All three sisters are deeply 
consumed by their own lives, neglecting 
their father’s happiness in their adulthood. 
Their Sunday dinners are the only time 
they spend together but the enticing 
spread of food is never enough to fill in 
the gaps between conversation and their 
relationships with each other. 

Every week, they face each other at the 
dinner table unwillingly – but as awkward 
as the dinners may be, they are the 
backbone of family life.

The youngest of the sisters, 20 year 
old Jia Ning, works at Wendy’s and is 
romantically involved with her friend’s 
boyfriend. Jia Chien, the middle child, 
works at an airline company and navigates 
different romantic affairs, while the eldest, 
Jia Jen, is characterised as a spinster 
traumatised by a past relationship, who 
becomes interested in the new volleyball 
coach at the school where she teaches. 
Their father, who occasionally gets called 
into work to divert a kitchen crisis, spends 
his time alone cooking for his neighbour’s 
young daughter. Like this, the four family 
members live distant lives.

The film points to the speed of 
globalisation during the ‘90s, reflected 
in the version of Taiwan where it is set. 
During this era, what it meant to be 
Taiwanese involved a life intertwined with 
foreign people, cultures, languages and 
ways of doing; Taiwan was welcoming 
international business and western cultural 
exports. At the beginning of the film, a 

foreign customer is seen complaining to a 
worker about his order at the Wendy’s joint 
where Jia Ning works and the customer 
and worker have trouble communicating 
due to language barriers. Later on, we see 
Jia Ning attending a French language class, 
and Jia Chien, who works for an airline 
company, contemplates whether to take 
up a promotion that would see her work in 
Amsterdam. 

Further, Eat Drink Man Woman points 
to the misconception that the scale of 
global changes are so grand that they have 
no direct impact on our personal lives. In 
fact, the repercussions of globalisation 
reverberate throughout the trajectory of 
family life, traversing between the public 
and intensely personal. Through the 
sisters, the film critiques the demanding 

and all-consuming nature of modern life, 
wherein individuals often choose to focus 
on themselves rather than others.

Indeed, amongst all the trivialities 
demanding their attention, the Sunday 
family dinners become a scheduled burden 
on the sisters. When they gather, the 
sisters share their disinterest in being there 
between themselves, but do not express it 
in front of their father. A banquet is laid out 

in front of them but all it attracts from the 
sisters is petty criticism – whether it be the 
oversmoking of the ham in the soup or lack 
of shrimp paste. Although all four make 
half-hearted conversation, it is clearly all a 
bit pretend, like the make-believe games of 
happy families most of us played as kids. In 
childhood, we assigned ourselves a role – 
the mother, the father, the younger sibling 
– and everyone knew to act accordingly. 
The family in Lee’s film follows the same 
premise. 

In our own lives, some may do away 
with a routine mealtime and lacklustre 
conversation under the conviction that this 
experience of family life is just a memory 
from the time gone by in childhood. If the 
family members are busy with other people 
and priorities, why commit to the routine? 
If conversation remains lifeless or, on the 
other end of the spectrum, explodes into 
conflict, why is it still important?

However, Lee’s film showcases how 
family mealtimes should not be overlooked 
for what awkwardness or conflict ensues. 
Against the backdrop of ‘90s Taiwan, with 
its emerging forces of globalisation and 
modernity threatening to fracture the 
customs that have long governed family 
interactions in East Asian culture, it 
illustrates how a meal may be all it takes 
to bring us away from these external 
forces. Eat Drink Man Woman reminds us 
that we are part of something small yet 
precious like family. Though it may feel 
like a burden, the predetermined roles of 
family mealtime that we unquestioningly 
participated in as kids are transformed 
into necessary actions which sustain those 
irreplaceable bonds. Perhaps then, we may 
not see ourselves reflected in the blunt 
confessions of Tao Chu.

Sandy Ou sits down with family time. 

“Be a legal consultant, not a lawyer,”, 
my aunt would always say. She worked in 
HR and told me it was naive for an Asian 
boy like me to aspire to become a lawyer – a 
job in her eyes reserved for the white elites. 

Growing up as a Chinese-Australian, 
I always felt as if my community was 
implicitly upholding the systematic 
inequality we found ourselves in by 
practising the Confucian value of ‘Li’ deeply 
rooted within our culture. 

In Confucianism, ‘Li’  is described as 
the “heart of courtesy… of observance 
of the rites” by Doh Chull Shin, a Jack 
W. Peltason Scholar-in-residence at the 
University of California. At the root of 
Confucianism is a belief that everyone was 
born with a predisposition to benevolence. 
However, through environmental influence 
and practices, people drift apart from 
their innate potential. To correct this and 
build a harmonious society, Confucius 
suggests people need to practice Li, or 
act in accordance to the social standing 
they find themselves in. As a result, Li 
by nature is at odds with resisting the 
social order. While I initially believed this 
value set would hamper any attempts to 
counter prejudice and inequality, a closer 
reading of Confucianism in fact reveals apt 
philosophical foundations for resistance.

The Analects: “By nature men are 
similar; by practice men are wide apart.”

The practice of Li is easily observable in 
my culture and throughout my life. Since 
childhood, elders taught us to be submissive 
in front of authority whenever we observe 
one; to not speak, to follow every request, 
and to never challenge. 

Although Australia is proud of its 
multicultural environment, inequalities 
based on ethnicity are still obvservable 
in everyday life. For example, at school, 
many of my white friends wore shoes that 
fit them and had pocket money for the tuck 
shop, whereas children who looked like 
me wore oversized secondhand uniforms 
and brought packed lunches. What I used 
to envy the most, however, was how many 
of my white friends dared to pursue their 
dreams, whilst I along with the other kids 
understood our chances of graduating high 
school to be closely tied to our parents’ 
income. 

It also meant I understood my chances 
of becoming a lawyer were slim because of 
my background…  

My frustration compounded when I 
felt those around me were treating these 
inequalities like another authority through 
Li. We acted as if we were forbidden to 
speak out against these barriers in our lives. 
Whenever we hear about others leaving 
Australia, because they could earn more 
elsewhere, we could only sigh. Perhaps for 
those of us who stayed, we had hoped that 
by not raising our voice meant we could be 
accepted by the Australian hierarchy one 
day. 

Eventually, my family became one 
of those who decided to leave. In 2017, 
after 4 years of pursuing the Australian 
Dream, we left the country to return to my 
parents’ home. Of the many reasons, one of 
which was due to the lack of opportunities 
available for my parents in Australia. We left 
without a word against the status quo, or as 
we would say in Chinese – Bu Ken Yi Sheng 

(not making a single sound).

Unbeknownst to many of us, the 
dominance of Li in my culture, according to 
Shin, has perhaps been the indirect result of 
my people’s history. 

During the Han dynasty, a system of 
one-way obedience known as the “three 
bonds”, thought to have summarised 
Confucian values, was prescribed to the 
Imperial Court to formally establish the 
power of the Emperor. This system was 
preferred over other facets of Confucianism 
to uphold authority.

One of the many values hidden as a 
result, is ‘Ren’ – compassion, a love for 
others. 

For Confucius, to be compassionate and 
Ren is to form every relationship through 
shared humanity. Confucius dictates that 
the coexistence of Ren and Li is necessary 
in a harmonious society. Li stresses respect 
for authority and hierarchy for efficiency, 
whereas Ren stresses the importance of 
compassion with one another for harmony. 
It is only through the two that people’s 
innate benevolence can be found again. 

The Analects: “Loving all men… treat 
others as you would wish to be treated 

yourself.”

In the context of the resistance for racial 
equality, to practice Ren is perhaps to adopt 
the worldview of latter-day Malcolm X. After 
visiting the Hajj – a pilgrimage to Mecca – 
X saw a seismic change in his worldview. 
Standing with thousands of Muslims from 
across the world, walking in the same 
motion as everyone, and worshipping the 
same God, he realises that we are all the 

same. He came to the belief that it is wrong 
to fight through the alienation of the other 
side, all while never giving up on changing 
the status quo. He realised the importance 
of building dialogue to demonstrate our 
shared humanity, showing compassion and 
‘Ren’.

Malcolm X in his biography wrote: “I’m 
a human being first and foremost, and as 
such I’m for whoever and whatever benefits 
humanity as a whole”.

During my time in Taiwan, I was able 
to see Ren practised by my friends, many 
of whom were perhaps favoured by the 
system. They helped me pursue my goal of 
becoming a lawyer that I had abandoned 
out of cynicism when I left Australia. Close 
friends constantly sent me information that 
would support me, like the E12 scheme or 
other transfer pathways. Some studied 
with me, while some of their parents would 
constantly reach out to mine to support us. 
Most importantly, they showed compassion 
and ren whilst letting us know they had 
faith in us, no matter the challenge ahead. 

I am still on the pathway to achieving 
my goals, and I am now closer because of 
seeing Ren in the relationships throughout 
my life. 

There are still intangible barriers that 
benefit some over others, but many are 
evidently willing and eager to dismantle 
them. If the other side is willing to do so, 
why is my community unwilling to try the 
same. It is time to abandon Li, and look at 
the world through Ren, appreciating our 
shared humanness with everyone and being 
willing to challenge systematic inequalities 
wherever we see. 

Lucas Kao questions Confucianism as he’s been told it.

Privacy concerns awakened as Roe v Wade is overturned
Christine Lai explores the rulings’ implications on privacy in the United States.

ART BY HYE JUN KWOUN

Learning humanness: A lesson from Malcolm X and Confucius

“

Highlights from Parliament’s first sitting
Christian Holman recounts the first sitting of the 47th Parliament.
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It is so, so plausible for a dog to eat grapes, and you’re an idiot if you 
think it isn’t. You’re telling me that there’s no chance that a small 

dog, a scruffy dog, a fuzzy little mutt wandering the streets of Naples—a 
stray—could one day chase a butcher’s van through the streets of the city, 
chasing behind it, nipping at its tires? You mean to tell me that there’s 
no chance that the dog would follow the van’s cargo onto a container 

ship bound for the Gibraltar Strait and 
beyond? And that the ship’s crew would 

be charmed by the dog and his wiry 
optimism and would take him in as 

a pet and give him a name for 
the first time in his life, you’re 

saying there’s not any chance 
of that. 

I bet you think there’s no chance the 
ship could crash, too? That a wild storm on the 
Tyrrhenian Sea could never throw the ship off course, and 
cause the wreckage to wash up on the southern coast of France. And 
I see you now, cogs turning, as you try to act as though having dragged 
the last waterlogged sailor to safety on the shore, there’s not a snowball’s 
chance in hell that the dog could trot off along a small path towards 

town. That on the way there a wizened old gentleman, sitting on his front 
deck, couldn’t possibly spot the dog and toss him a scrap of beef from his 

sandwich, his wily eyes sparkling with good-natured affection. 

And of course there’s no chance that 
the dog would trot his way into 

town, hmm? No chance, of course, 
that he’d wind his way through the cobbled streets 

of the town, scuffling and snuffling in the bushes 
of an old widow’s front garden, and running 
away with a bunch of flowers in his mouth, roots 
dangling from the side. So of course, I hear you 
say, there’s no chance that he could trot to the 
centre of the town, where he could come across a 

fountain at which two young lovers 
were kissing. 

That he wouldn’t drop the flowers at their 
feet and bark, attracting the attention of the 

young man. That the young man wouldn’t kneel down, taking 
the flowers and petting the dog in one gracious movement, and murmur 
a gentle “merci, mon ami” (or something of the like), handing the 
flowers to his lover. And that she wouldn’t laugh and kiss him again, 
and that he wouldn’t take her by the hand and walk away from the 
fountain, turning and gesturing to the dog to follow. And that the 
dog wouldn’t follow, trotting beside them happily as they 
walked, arm in arm, to the vineyard in which 
the young man worked. 

You mean to tell me that the 
young man wouldn’t swing open 

the gate of the vineyard with a 
low creak, turning to look at the 

sunset basking the valley and its 
green, green grass, before plucking a 

bunch of grapes straight off the vine and 
placing them, delicately, into the hands of the 

young woman? And that he wouldn’t pluck a single 
grape from the bunch and toss it to the dog, which would leap up 
in the air to catch it in a graceful bound, swallowing it whole? All 
of this is entirely plausible—if not probable—and just goes to show 
what an idiot you are for thinking a dog would never eat a grape. In 
the circumstances above, of course a dog could eat a grape. 

Which would be tragic, because dogs are allergic to grapes.

Cross-cultural depictions of Christianity

By Felix Faber.

Khanh Tran and Emily Scarlis illustrate their faith.

When the day of Pentecost was being 
celebrated, all of them were together in 
one place. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in foreign 
languages. When that sound came, a crowd 
quickly gathered, startled because each 
one heard the disciples speaking in his own 
language. (Acts 2:1-6)

These words animate Christian 
evangelisation today, reminding believers 

every time religious rituals and worship take 
place across the globe. 

Today, Christianity increasingly finds 
itself fractured, with Western social liberals 
and conservatives wrangling over its future 
and message as it expands into the Global 
South. In light of this, communities are taking 
up the mantle to express Christianity in their 
own image, decolonising the classical ideals 
that dominate their faith. 

 

The Chinese Rites Controversy and the 
tyranny of colonialism 

The various European empires of the 
19th Century were effectively animated by 
a common modus operandi of “Civilisation, 
Christianity and Commerce”, informed by 
Renaissance and Enlightenment ideals of 
rationality. 

One work, Michelangelo’s Pieta, lying in 
its imposing mirrored case inside St Peter’s 
Basilica, represents the Greco-Roman ideals 
that permeated Christian and European 
thinking at the time.

For Matteo Ricci, a 15th-century Italian 
Jesuit missionary noted for his missions to 
China, the historically evangelical Catholic 
religious order to which he belonged, the 
practices of Chinese folk religions were 
compatible with Catholicism, with some 
Jesuits arguing that the concept of Heaven 
in Confucian thinking and Daoism were 
analogous to Christian thinking.  

These ideals were rejected by 17th 
and 18th Century Catholicism during the 
Chinese Rites Controversy stemming from 
Ricci’s vision for a Catholic Christianity that 
appealed to non-Europeans. Then, China’s 
Emperor Kangxi (康熙帝) extended, as 
historian George Wei noted, welcoming arms 
to Jesuit missionaries who arrived in Beijing 
in the 1600s. 

“We decide therefore that all temples 
dedicated to the Lord of Heaven [the Christian 
God], in whatever place they may be found, 
ought to be preserved, and that it may be 
permitted to all who wish to worship this God 
to enter these temples, offer him incense, and 
perform the ceremonies practised according 
to ancient custom by the Christians. 
Therefore let no one henceforth offer them 
any opposition,” Kangxi’s 1692 decree reads. 

Despite the Emperor’s generosity, 
Ricci and the Jesuits’ efforts were sunk by 
internecine infighting between traditionalist 
elements, particularly the Dominicans, and 
reformist orders like the Jesuits, leading to 
Pope Clement XI issuing an edict forbidding 
Chinese rituals for all Catholics in China: 

“No Chinese Catholics are allowed to 
worship ancestors in their familial temples,” 
the Papal Bull of 1715 declared. 

“From now on such terms as ‘Heaven’ and 
‘Shangdi’ should not be used: Deus should be 
addressed as the Lord of Heaven, Earth, and 
everything in the Universe.”

This controversy is one among many 
symptoms of a deeply colonial, imperial 
mindset that gripped Catholicism and 

other Christian denominations in their 
condescension for non-White ways of living 
and folk religions. 

However, Ricci’s vision was, in many ways, 
a prelude to the “world church” envisioned 
later on by the German Jesuit Karl Rahner in 
the 20th century, which opened the doors of 
the faith to a far greater population beyond 
Europe’s borders. 

Dogs Eat Grapes

ART BY HYE 
JUN KWOUN

Byzantine Iconography: unto the ages of 
ages (by Emily Scarlis)

Walk into any Greek or Eastern Orthodox 
church and you will likely be surrounded by 
vibrant images of Biblical figures and scenes 
against gold backgrounds. These images, 
commonly known as icons, play a central role 
in Orthodox worship and contain layers of 
symbolism and convention embedded with 
rich meaning.

As iconographer Lynette Hull explains, 
iconography is an “1800 year old art form” 
in which icons function as a “fusion of the 
material with the spiritual”, reflecting Christ’s 
nature as both man and God. This function 
is reflected in certain artistic conventions, 
such as the enlargement or reduction of 
certain facial features, the use of colour and 
perspective, and the absence of shadow. 

These rich Byzantine artistic traditions 
continue to be practised to this day, and 
icons retain their significance in Orthodox 
churches and services. It’s common to see 
an icon hanging on the wall in a Greek-
Australian household, and pocket-sized icons 
of a child’s patron saint are a common party 
favour at Greek Orthodox baptisms. 

When my yiayia (grandmother), Phyllis 
Anastasiadis, left her home on the island of 
Samos to come to Australia in the early 60s, 
she wasn’t able to bring any icons on the 
journey. Upon returning home for a visit, she 
found that her siblings had claimed them all. 

Nevertheless, she has amassed a sizable 
collection, many of which are displayed on 
an ensconced shelf in her kitchen. As I asked 
about her favourites, she told me stories of 
saints and miracles, of her travels around 
Greece, and of panigiri (village festival) on 
Samos where the whole island would travel 
to the church in the village of Pythagoreio 
to celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration. 
Interestingly, this was the day I was named 
after. 

At the centre of the display is an icon 
that has always stuck out to me. It’s a little 
different to most icons – landscape, rather 

than portrait, without the typical gold 
background. It depicts the Virgin Mary 
(known as Panagia in the Eastern Church) 
standing serenely in front of an outline of 
the Australian continent, arms open as if 
imparting a blessing. I learned from yiayia 
that it was painted by her brother Stylianos, 
an amateur artist during his retirement, 
who has since passed away. While I only met 
Stylianios once when I was very young, and 
can barely remember him now, I know that 
the next time I visit yiayia’s and see that 
icon – with its unapologetically Greek style 
and Australian subject – I’ll be reminded of 
him. I wonder about the experiences that 
that generation of Greek-Australians had in 
bridging two cultures at a time when they 
were less welcome than they are now. 

On my own living room wall hangs a more 
typical icon depicting the Virgin and Child, 
flanked by angels and miniatures of various 
saints made of silver with gold plating and 
coloured beads. My mother has two icons 
like this, gifts from my grandparents when 
she moved out to start her own household, 
specific designs that yiayia sent my pappou 
(grandfather) to find in Athens when he was 
unable to locate any in his hometown of 
Ioannina. 

When I asked yiayia if her icons reminded 
her of home, she said: “yes, of course”. 

Vietnam’s Catholic communities taking 
ownership of the image of Christ (by 

Khanh Tran) 

In Catholic communities in Vietnam, 
expressions of Rahner’s “world church” 
are found in almost every corner. Existing 
alongside colonial edifices like Saigon’s Notre 
Dame Cathedral lies a uniquely Confucian 
and Vietnamese expression of Christianity. 

Christmas in Saigon’s District 8, though 
an eyesore to those who yearn for a return 
to conservative traditions such as Latin 
masses, is a glamorous affair in 21st-century 
Vietnam. Rows and rows of houses attempt 
to outcompete one another by using every 
colour imaginable, skirting the line between 
kitsch and extravagant. 

Every winter, Catholic communities in the 
district construct elaborate Nativity scenes 
in every configuration possible: think bright 
yellow neon lights adorning an ao dai-clad 
Virgin Mary and St Joseph donning garments 
reminiscent of a typical Mekong Delta farmer, 
befitting Joseph’s background as a carpenter. 

In other words, Christianity, and 
indeed Christ himself, is portrayed not in 
Michelangelo’s mould, but as an imposing 
figure incomprehensible to the masses 
behind the rood screen. This image is truer to 
the spirit of the worshipping community.     

This strong sense of community in 
the Vietnamese Catholic tradition is also 
expressed in its pilgrimages. For some, they 
may be an unnecessary superstition. But for 
others, these journeys are a part and parcel 

activity for bonding over faith and engaging 
in deep discernment among fellow believers. 

In Our Lady of La Vang, a Catholic parish 
church in central Vietnam, an austere statue 
of the Virgin Mary donning a white, flowing 
ao dai and a traditional scarlet Vietnamese 
turban stands next to the ruins of the 
namesake parish church, destroyed by the 
American War nearly 50 years ago. 

These sculptures, while not receiving 
the same artistic recognition that Pieta 
does, embody the hyperlocal history of the 
community who trade, farm, and thrive under 
the auspice of the Virgin Mary. In La Vang’s 
case, this has occurred for over two centuries. 

I recall my mum’s words as we headed 
down towards the Church and La Vang’s 
Marian shrine nearby, as hundreds of 
pilgrims congregated for the Friday Mass. The 
Church itself is built with Sino-Vietnamese 
architecture rather than emulating European 
Gothicism. One might mistake it for a 
Confucian temple were it not for the cross 
perching above.

“Người ta gọi chuyến đi này là tịnh tâm, 
khi các Ki-Tô hữu đi viếng thăm đúc mẹ để cầu 
ân và mong Mẹ ban phước lành cho.“ 

“They call this journey a ‘retreat’, when 
believers of Christ visit Mother Mary to thank 
God and ask for blessings,” my mother said. 

Regardless of their artistic merits, these 
sculptures provide a deep, palpable sense of 
the community belonging, happy-go-lucky 
mindset, culture, and faith that characterise 
modern Vietnam. 

Their bright colours are a world away 
from the serious, mournful Christianity 
depicted by adherents to a conservative 
version of the religion. In December 2021, 
Pope Francis came under fierce criticism 
from traditionalist conservatives for placing 
increased restrictions on the use of Latin 
masses in his Traditionis Custodes decree. Yet, 
without the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council (Vatican II), the colonial Catholicism 
of the old days may have endured, when the 
liturgy was largely confined to Latin, and the 
priesthood turned his back towards those he 
preached to. 

This development is, in many ways, not 
merely a result of Vatican II, but a corollary of 
the fall of European colonies during the 1960s. 
It mirrors what Rahner’s “world church” 
rather than one ossified in the Eurocentric, 
classical mould of Europe and North America. 

It also represents a post-Vatican 
II landscape of Christianity where lay 
people increasingly take the reins, not 
just ecclesiastics. Without these changes, 
the exuberant colours and non-classical 
celebration of the Christian faith that these 
communities endorse would be impossible. 

Taking a leaf from Pope Francis’ Evangelii 
Gaudium where he offers advice for the 
Catholic Church on evangelisation in the 
modern world: 

“An evangelising community gets 
involved by word and deed in people’s daily 
lives; it bridges distance, it is willing to abase 
itself if necessary, and it embraces human 
life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in 
others,” he implores. 

And it is this message that is imbued in 
the Confucian rituals, acid-bright colours, 
and ao dai that adorns Christian practices 
in Vietnam today, with Vietnam’s Catholic 
communities taking ownership of and 
transforming the image of Christ to reflect 
our community. 

Madonna and Child. Family heirloom 
courtesy of Emily Scarlis.

Christmas in Vietnam. Source: Mark 
Ratcliff, Saigoneer.
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Alex Whitehead examines the continued occupation of Western Sahara.

“Sons of the Clouds”:      
Oral Tradition and Resistance

in Africa’s Last Colony

CW: Mentions of sexual assault.

Western Sahara, a territory situated 
in the North-West of Africa’s 

Maghreb, has been left behind by 
history. A victim of Moroccan ideas 
of national restoration and Spanish 
colonial objectives, the nation, which 
is home to almost 200,000 Indigenous 
Saharawi people, still struggles to 
decolonise. At the now notorious 
Berlin Conference of 1984-85, fourteen 
European nations sought to carve up, as 
King Leopold II put it, “This Magnificent 
African Cake”. During this ‘scramble for 
Africa’, convened by German Chancellor 
Otto von Bismarck, each member state 
was endowed with territories whose 
borders were artificially drawn for the 
convenience of mineral, rubber, and 
timber extraction. Western Sahara 
would be one of these territories. 

At this time, 80 per cent of 
the African continent was under 
autonomous African control. The 
conference, with its arbitrary 
geographic boundaries, overruled these 
power structures in favour of European 
colonial convenience. Western Sahara 
has a rich history that stretches back 
to Berber tribal rule, which maintained 
contact with the Roman Empire. Its 
Saharawi inhabitants, who eventually 
adopted Arab linguistic and religious 
traits, were no exception to conquest. 
They currently live in modern-day 
Mauritania, Morocco, and Algeria – 
a region they call Trab el-Bidham. 

Indeed, in 1884, Spain claimed 
a protectorate over the entire 

coastl ine 

from Cape Bojador to Cape 
Blanc (which now represents 
the northern and southernmost 
boundaries of modern Western 
Sahara). Upon interaction with 
Saharawi nomads, Spanish 
invaders deemed these pastoralists 
the ‘Sons of the Clouds’ due to 
their ceaseless search for rain and 
fertile pastures for livestock. 

The Saharawi were by no 
means passive onlookers to 
the theft of their territories. 

For decades, militant resistance to 
occupation, largely led by Saharan Moor 
Ma al-Aynayn, carried out an endless 
series of raids and rebellions. Targeting 
both Spanish and French colonials 
across the North-Western Maghreb, 
Saharawi resistance kept colonists at 
bay until 1934, when al-Aynayn was 
defeated at the battle of Marrakesh and 
Smara. Since then, an armed guerilla 
movement led by indigenous Western 
Saharans known as the Polisario Front, 
has resisted Spanish colonisers. Lasting 
until 1975, the region remained a 
colony known as Spanish Sahara, which 
eventually became a key strategic 
occupied territory due to its rich 
fisheries and phosphate mines. By 
1975, however, Moroccan irredentism 
had reached all-time highs, with King 
Hassan II insisting on Spanish Sahara’s 
belonging to the greater Moroccan 
nation state. 

Because of the state of the conflict 
with the Polisario front, pressures 
from neighbouring Morocco and 

Mauritania to cede its 
land, and UN calls for 
African decolonisation, 
Spain acquiesced to 
a series of treaties. 

As Spanish dictator 
Francisco Franco 
lay on his deathbed 
in 1975, the Madrid 
Agreement and 
the Western 
Sahara partition 
agreement were 

signed. The former 
officially ended 

Spanish colonial rule in 
the region and the latter partitioned 
Western Sahara into two: one-third of 
the country would belong to Mauritania 
and the remaining northern portion 
would be under Morrocan control. 
Neither of these accords involved 
consultation with Polisario or the 
wider Saharawi populace. Indeed, all 
parties believed that the region was 
‘terra nullius’, or void of any human 
inhabitants. Polisario fiercely opposed 
these treaties, especially given the 
accords also granted the Spanish 

unfettered access to Western Sahara’s 
fisheries and 500,000 tonnes of its 
phosphate per year. 

Soon thereafter, a 2700km sand 
wall known as a ‘berm’ was built, 
dividing the Moroccan-controlled 
western zone from the arid, Polisario-
controlled eastern region. The berm 
was completed in 1987 with help from 
South African, South Korean, and 
Israeli advisors. Saharawis are not 
permitted to cross the boundary, an 
oppressive apartheid-like tactic which 
keeps the ethnic minority confined 
within the almost uninhabitable Sahara 
desert. Since then, eight more barriers 
have been built, the most recent of 
which was completed in December 
2020. Reminiscent of the Apartheid 
‘homelands’ system, demonstrations 
calling for the removal of these walls 
are regularly organised by human rights 
groups and Saharawi organisations. 

This has been the condition of 
Western Sahara until the present 
day, resulting in mass migration of 
Saharawis to neighbouring countries. 
Indeed, the smallest manifestation of 
Saharawi identity in occupied Western 
Sahara warrants torture, imprisonment, 
and even death. The most notable ally of 
the Saharawi people has been Algeria, 
where refugee camps housing Saharawi 
immigrants operate as independent 
enclaves. It is the closest resemblance of 
independence the Saharawi have. Each 
camp has their own courts, schools, 
hospitals, museums, and electoral 
system. It is here, as well as in the 
Polisario-controlled East of Western 
Sahara, where Saharawi oral traditions, 
poetry, arts and culture flourishes 
in the most treacherous conditions. 
Poetry, for the Saharawi, is interlinked 
with struggle and their quest for 

independence, with many poets 
becoming political leaders within 
Polisario. Women tend to be the 
custodians of this tradition, encouraged 
to verbalise feminist expression as a 
part of the wider Saharawi matriarchy. 
It has become, as researcher Joanna 
Allen puts it, a “sword of resistance”. 
These poems have been translated 
from Hassaniya Arabic, the language of 
the Sahrawi diaspora. 

There is no government too usurper

or cruel,

or king too sovereign

that can look me in the eyes

and claim they are not guilty.

They can’t, for they won’t forget the 
times I have faced them,

exposed them, and won.

I Am Sahara, Salka Embarek

Your misfortune and mine

 go through similar courses: 

they stole our land,

killed our parents, 

buried our history, 

made mornings afternoons, 

reduced to ashes

tabaibas and tarahales . . .

and I do not know if they already 
sold us

or if they will sell us later. . . . 

Sahara, Francisco Tarajano

“Upon interaction with 
Saharawi nomads, 

Spanish invaders deemed 
these pastoralists the 

‘Sons of the Clouds’ due 
to their ceaseless search 

for rain and fertile 
pastures for livestock.”

No international media is permitted 
in the occupied territory, so most 
coverage of the dire situation in 
Western Sahara comes from refugee 
accounts in Algeria and elsewhere. 
In one particularly gruesome 
account, Moroccan security forces 
assaulted the president of the Sahrawi 
organisation ‘League for the Defence 
of Human Rights and against Plunder 
of Resources’ in her own home in 
Boujdour, in occupied Western Sahara. 
In November 2020, Sultana Khaya 
was placed under house arrest for 
her human rights activities, and in 
May 2021, was assaulted by soldiers. 
Amnesty International reported that 
Moroccan forces later also sexually 
assaulted Khaya, her sisters, and her 
elderly mother. She is far from the 
only activist to experience assault and 
intimidation by Moroccan officials. 
Since fighting between Morocco and 
Polisario resumed in November 2020, 
Amnesty has recorded human rights 
violations in the form of torture or 
other ill treatment against against 22 
Saharawi activists, journalists, human 
rights defenders, and minors. This 
targeted brutality strongly mimics the 
activities and tactics of the Apartheid 
regime’s Security Branch or Israel’s 
Mossad. 

In another incident of state-
sanctioned brutality, Moroccan military 
forces repeatedly beat and abused 
people they detained at the Gdeim Izik 
refugee camp on 8 November, 2010, 
in the Western Sahara capital city of 
El-Ayoun. After burning down 6,500 
tents and incarcerating hundreds of 

refugees, soldiers reportedly opened 
fire on Saharawi civilians resisting the 
dismantling of their homes. The ensuing 
protests of these cases of brutality are 
commonly referred to as the ‘Third 
Saharawi Intifada’, which roughly 
translates from Arabic to ‘shaking off’. 
The protests are synonymous with 
civil unrest in the Palestinian context, 
and have been cited by linguist and 
philosopher Noam Chomsky as the 
genesis of the Arab Upirsings. Polisario 
contend that the Intifada claimed 36 
Saharawi civilians’ lives and injured 
1200 Saharawi protestors. 

One thing is blatantly apparent, 
however. The West upholds and 
maintains this occupation absolutely. 
The United Nations classifies the 
region as a non-decolonised territory, 
and the majority of African Union 
countries (except for those who 
embraced American instead of Sino-
Soviet foreign aid during the Cold 
War) support Polisario in its attempt 
to establish a Sahrawi Arab Democratic 
Republic (SADR). Countries recognising 
Morocco and its claim over the region 
include the United States, Israel, France 
and, of course, Spain. Australia is yet 
to recognise the SADR, despite a 2004 
Senate motion to “positively consider 
extending diplomatic recognition to 
SADR at the appropriate time”. 

Australia’s inability to recognise the 
plight of the Saharawi is grounded in its 
vested interests in the region. In fact, 
we benefit from Moroccan occupation. 
Western Sahara’s phosphates are sold 
to Australian fertiliser companies by 
Moroccan-owned mining corporations. 
Used to produce superphosphate 
fertiliser essential in agriculture for 
improving pasture and many crops, the 
occupation of Western Sahara quite 
literally feeds millions of Australians. 
The purchase of these phosphates 
and production of superphosphate 
fertiliser is primarily bought by Impact 
Fertilisers Australia, a “leading supplier 
of fertilisers in Eastern Australia, 
including Tasmania”. We, as a student 
body espousing beliefs of global justice 

and solidarity, must call on our leading 
officials to totally and unconditionally 
divest from the Moroccan phosphate 
industry. 

The issue was brought much closer 
to home in 2019, when the University 
of Sydney Law School invited Saharawi 
human rights activist and advocate 
Tecber Ahmed Saleh to give a speech 
at an event. Controversy erupted 
when the school abruptly cancelled 
her event, which had sold out. Saleh 
was to speak on the “legal, political 
and human aspects” of the Western 
Sahara situation, and soon thereafter 
it was revealed that the law school had 
been issued a warning by the Moroccan 
embassy. Though the contents of the 
warning are so far unbeknownst to 
students, USyd produced an explanation 
for the cancellation, citing an avoidance 
of “an unfortunate perception that the 
university as a whole takes a particular 
position on relevant issues”.

The University rejected claims 
that Moroccan pressure was a factor 
in the decision, claiming that the 
event “was not cancelled due to any 
external pressure, but because it was 
considered a double-up of a similar 
event featuring the same main speaker 
that was successfully held on campus 
just two and a half weeks earlier.” The 
events differed in that the speaker 
was set to discuss “legal, political and 
human aspects” of the Western Sahara 
situation, as opposed to decolonisation 
and human rights more broadly. This 
is one of many accusations of foreign 
meddling and interference in the 
University’s operations. 

The Saharawi struggle is a global 
struggle. There will be no liberation for 
this oppressed minority without global 
condemnation of Spanish, Moroccan, 
and Mauritanian occupation of the 
region, complete removal of business 
interests and boycotting of Moroccan 
fishing and phosphate exports. All 
UN nations must recognise the SADR, 
and students across Australia and the 
world must mobilise to encourage 
such an outcome. Without global 
condemnation, as seen in South Africa 
during Apartheid, history will leave the 
Saharawi in a state of paralysis.

Oh you invaders!

You, who seize the home,

which the owners never asked you to 
take,

know that colonisers have come 
since the days of Rome

seeking subordinates they never 
could make.

Ambitious kings have claimed our 
land as their own

and found a resistance too strong to 
break.

And now you say, sitting on your 
throne,

to the reflection in your crown’s 
polished jade,

There’s a small nation, 
internationally alone,

I think I’ll move in and invade.

The Army, Al Khadra

“The smallest 
manifestation of 

Saharawi identity 
in occupied Western 

Sahara warrants torture, 
imprisonment, and  

even death.”

SAHARAWI REFUGEE CAMP AUSERD ON JANUARY 21, 2010 IN TINDOUF, ALGERIA. PHOTO BY STEFANO MONTESI.

“Australia’s inability to 
recognise the plight of 

the Saharawi is grounded 
in its vested interests in 
the region. In fact, we 
benefit from Moroccan 

occupation.”

“After burning down 
6,500 tents and 

incarcerating hundreds 
of refugees, soldiers 

reportedly opened fire 
on Saharawi civilians 

resisting the dismantling 
of their homes.”
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Notice of 2022  
Students’ Representative Council  
Annual Elections

Authorised by R.Scanlan, 2022 Electoral Officer,
Students’ Representative Council, University of Sydney

p: 02 9660 5222  |  w: srcusyd.net.au/elections

All University of Sydney students enrolled in undergraduate degrees or diplomas, or as  
other non-degree students, are eligible to vote in or nominate for the Annual Elections. 

Nominations are called for the following elections/positions: 

President (1 position)

Representatives to the 95th Council (41 positions)

Editor(s) of Honi Soit (1 position - Up to 10 people may jointly nominate)

Delegates to the National Union of Students (7 positions)

Nominations will be accepted online from 9:00AM August 1st 2022 via the SRC nominations 
page srcusyd.net.au/src-election-nominations. The close of nominations shall be at 5:00PM 
August 19th 2022. For more information on how to nominate, please refer to the Candidate 
Information Pack available on the SRC website at: srcusyd.net.au/src-election-nominations   

On-campus polling will be held on the 20th, 21st, and 22nd Sept 2022. 

 • Jane Foss Russell: Tuesday – Thursday, 8.45AM – 5.15PM 

 • Fisher Library: Wednesday and Thursday, 8.45AM – 5.15PM

 • Manning House: Wednesday, 10.45AM to 3.15PM

 • Conservatorium of Music: Wednesday, 10.30AM – 3.30PM

 • Charles Perkins Centre: Thursday, 10:45AM – 3:15PM

 • Peter Nicol Russell Building: Thursday, 10:45AM – 3:15PM

For information on absentee voting, please visit:  
srcusyd.net.au/elections-voter-information

The SRC Elections are conducted according to the  
SRC Constitution and Regulations, which are available here:  
srcusyd.net.au/about-us/constitution-regulations 

For further information, please contact the Electoral Officer via email:  
elections@src.usyd.edu.au. 

Nominations for the 2022 Students’  
Representative Council Annual Elections  
close at 5:00pm on the 19th of August 2022.

Nominations 
NOW OPEN! 
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Getting home from a long day of work 
or university and wanting to head 

straight inside is a universal feeling. 
Typically, we are so tired that we may not 
want to partake in a communal human 
experience. Personally, when my social 
battery is completely drained every 
so often, it needs recharging in total 
isolation. I’ll shut my bedroom door, 
turn off the lights, place a damp towel 
on my face, and attempt to hibernate for 
half an hour or thereabouts. But before 
I can get to my happy place, I typically 
come across an obstacle that stalls me 
in my recharging and triggers a sigh of 
guilt-ridden exhaustion: the neighbour. 

My hands are full with my cardigan, 
my uni bag, the rubbish that has piled up 
in my car as I trundle towards the front 
door of my house. But before I can cross 
the safe threshold of my door, I hear the 
terrifying “hello” of an unknown voice. 
It is only when I turn around, petrified, 
that I realise what I have been sucked 
into — social interaction. To be fair, I’m 
a social butterfly. I want to speak to 
others. I want to meet new people. And 
I know that there are many out there 
who are exactly the same! But amidst 
the passionate desire of laying down 
like a corpse for as long as possible, the 
sudden “hello” of a neighbour can really 
send someone over the edge. 

My lifelong fascination with the lives 
of my neighbours can be traced to an 
early memory  from my childhood home, 
nestled in the area known as Crestwood, 
in the suburb of Baulkham Hills. I grew 

up sandwiched between unfriendly 
neighbours to our left and antisocial 
ones to our right. Across the road lived 
an interesting couple with their kids. 
Now, through the unseasoned eyes of a 
primary school kid, ‘interesting’ doesn’t 
require the same substance as when you 
are an adult. What interested me was 
that someone in the house across the 
road had died, and – even worse – the 
body was apparently still kept there. I’d 
always peep over my shoulder as I walked 
past that house. I’d be sceptical if my 
parents ever greeted the family. Once, I 
even tried to visit for some insignificant 
reason, but that was my first and last act 
of bravery with the neighbours. And so, 
whether or not the rumour about the 
body was true, my fascination with my 
neighbours began. 

That is, until we moved houses. The 
dead neighbour would never be in my 
life again.  I was now expected to live 
in a townhouse complex suffocated 
by neighbours on all sides. My family 
offered a quick hello in passing, or a 
slight eyebrow raise and nod, but I 
straggled behind, keeping my head low 
and running straight for the house. I 
was never close to my dead neighbour or 
their family, but I felt even more distant 
from the new so-called collective around 
me. 

Alas, years passed, and more 
important things were on my mind 
as an angsty teenager trudging his 
way through high school. That is, 
until I discovered Lally Katz’s play, 

Neighbourhood Watch (2011), which 
quickly entrenched itself into my heart.

Lally Katz’s Neighbourhood Watch, in 
a nutshell, involved a twenty-something 
year old woman and a Hungarian war 
veteran striking an odd neighbourly 
friendship in which their individual 
pasts are reconciled together. This 
play made me think about myself 
as a neighbour, in a way I had never 
considered prior. What kind of person 
was I in my neighbourhood? Did my 
neighbours think poorly of me? Did I 
make a decent effort to be neighbourly, 
to speak to them, offer them a helping 
hand? 

The answer to these questions were 
all a resounding ‘no’. With my burning 
hate for inaction and passivity, I decided 
to partner up with my neighbours and 
host an end of year party in the green 
patch of grass at the centre of our 
townhouse complex. I printed invites, 
went door-knocking, exchanged phone 
numbers, introduced myself over and 
over again. 

Shockingly, at the end of the 
celebrations I walked away with a real 
sense of community. Close to fifteen 
years in our complex, and I finally knew 
what Terrence did for a living. I knew 
how old Ida was and why Calvin had so 
many plants lined up outside his home. 
I understood the barriers Pratika had 
faced to get her home, and I learnt a 
thing or two from Alvin, a mobile phone 
repairman.

While this story might seem like 
a moral lesson about forgoing first 
judgements, and expanding one’s social 
circle, I don’t think there is a rule book 
on how to be a good neighbour. While I 
don’t expect readers out there to throw 
neighbourhood parties every year, 
I hope I have highlighted my deep, 
newfound appreciation for those who 
co-inhabit the spaces around me, within 
this microcosm of life that we have 
created for ourselves. If even one reader 
chooses to initiate a quick conversation 
with a neighbour down the hall or 
across the street, I’m confident that the 
beginnings of a positive relationship and 
the potential for an evolving network 
will sprout. 

Am I a bad neighbour?
Danny Yazdani finds empathy close to home.

On Saturday night, local four-
piece Fripps & Fripps treated 

Waywards to a night of high-energy, 
high-volume indie rock. Emerging in 
Cronulla’s live music scene in 2015, 
the band has since toured their talents 
across Australia, even performing as 
far as Texas to represent the country 
at South by Southwest in 2019. Fripps’ 
indie sound has been likened to global 
powerhouses Two Door Cinema Club 
and The Kooks —  with their catchy 
tunes it’s easy to see why. And for 
those curious about the band’s name, 
‘Fripps’ is an abbreviation of ‘frozen 
nipples’ — appropriate given the 
temperature on the night of the gig, 
and yes, they came up with their name 
in high school. 

Fripps were brought to Newtown’s 
local haunt Waywards at the Bank Hotel 
as a part of their ‘Reflections’ single 
launch tour, acting as a sort of soft-
relaunch for the band as they release 
their first new music since their 2019 
sophomore EP, ‘Keen for a Can’. If the 
track is any indication of what they’ve 
got to come, I’ll be keeping a close eye 
out for any new releases.

Fripps were welcomed warmly by 
a restless crowd, full of energy from 
impressive opening acts The Fruits 
and In Good Hands. The Fruits were 
a particularly great opener, bringing 
friendly and local vibes to the room. 

They established a good rapport with 
the audience, their unique sound 
setting the night up for success despite 
being down their usual  bass player. 
Waywards was a fantastic venue for 
the night, the intimate space was the 
perfect location to have a boogie and a 
fair few drinks.

Fripps opened strong with ‘Strange 
Things’ and didn’t let up, its punchy 

opening riff cutting through any 
conversations in the crowd. The 
highlight of the evening for me 
was their stunning performance of 
‘Cigarettes for Breakfast’, a groovy 
track with plenty of kick. The audience 

lurched to the front for the duration 
of the song, getting as close to the 
stage (you know, that slightly elevated 
platform you dance on at Birdcage) as 
possible. My neck is still sore from the 
headbanging I did to that one.

Slightly winding down the energy, 
Fripps put on an emotional rendition 
of their new single, ‘Reflections’. 
Each member of the band was able to 
showcase their talents, with a powerful 
instrumental followed by vocalist 
Bailey Stevenson’s captivating voice 
taking centre stage. ‘Reflections’ is a 
great track for the band to return from 
their hiatus with.

As the evening drew to a close, 
Fripps whipped the audience into a 
frenzy with their performance of fan-
favourite track ‘Get Your End Wet’. 
With the song racking up more than 
one million streams on Spotify, the 
live performance certainly lived up to 
the hype. The crowd brought plenty 
of energy, moshing and crashing into 
one another with glee – I think half 
of my drink ended up on Waywards’ 
already-sticky floor.

Fripps & Fripps put on a fantastic 
show, and I’ll be first in line to 
see them again the next time they 
perform.

Way wet at Waywards
Thomas Sargeant reviews Fripps & Fripps.

Sat in my front row seat in USyd’s 
intimate Cellar Theatre for SUDS’ 

The Lamentable Tragedy of Titus 
Andronicus, I (ironically enough) felt 
like Lady Macbeth. Which is to say, 
a spot of blood had appeared on my 
hand. Only I wasn’t hallucinating — 
this droplet of fake blood really had 
flung out off the stage and onto my 
right pointer. If you’re unfamiliar with 
the source material, let this be your 
warning: there will be blood. Lots of 
it. And some vomit (mercifully less 
airborne). 

Director Jim Bradshaw and Assistant 
Director Amelia Vogelsang have 
adapted the play from Shakespeare’s 
late Roman setting to a peri-apocalyptic 
world filled with intergenerational 
suffering. Their changes to the text 
are relatively minimal, but the play’s 
visuals – created by Set and Costume 
Co-ordinator Bella Wellstead along 
with Rachel Hui, Sam Hill-Wade, Nikki 
Eghlimi — communicate the context.

Rubbish is strewn through the 
performance space. The walls are 
heavily graffitied, with contemporary 
messages like ‘no profit on a dead 
planet’ to be found throughout. The 
imperial throne is constructed out of 
debris — an air hose, a car part, some 
foam. 

The costumes are woven together 
out of largely black and white scraps 
of fabric, cords, cans, wire and other 
refuse. Although their construction 
recalls primary school craft projects, 
they’re both visually impactful and 

manage to pull together references 
ranging from Roman garb to modern 
dystopias.

Also eye-catching, if repulsive, are 
the makeup and special effects from 
Cedar Podmore, Georgie Eggleton and 
Adele Beaumont. Horribly real-looking 
abscesses appear on the faces of many 
of the characters, along with swishes 
of black eyeshadow. All up, the visual 
landscape of the play is undeniably 
compelling. 

The visuals are matched in tone by 
the eerie, robotic sound design from 
Alex Paterson, which feels straight out 
of a dystopian film, and the washes 
of bluish light employed by Lighting 
Designer Oliver Durbridge.

We watch as Titus Andronicus — 
an aged, noble Roman general played 
powerfully by Sophie Newby — faces the 
full, terrible wrath of Tamora, Queen of 
the Goths, after he kills her son. Kimmi 
Tonkin captures Tamora’s fury and 
desire for revenge in all its complexity: 
her cruelty, her willingness to punish 
those around Titus for his sins, but 
also her moments of compassion and 
mourning. 

Zahara Jithoo’s Aaron provides a 
similarly delicate balance between 
outright evil and pathos. At once gleeful 
in playing the architect of chaos, and 
moving when it comes to protecting his 
and Tamora’s child.

Daniel Pritchard lends Roman 
Emperor Saturninus a convincing 
mania, oscillating between drunk-on-

power gloating and jealous, mean-
spirited jabs. Mary Franklin as Marcia 
provides an anchor point throughout 
the play, providing a rare grain of 
morality as the carnage progresses. 

Ruby Zupp portrays Lavinia 
movingly, the character’s pain 
rendered tragically, especially after 
her mutilation. I was curious as to why 
the adaptation makes Lavinia such a 
reluctant participant in Titus’ murder 
of her assailant — not an element of 
the source material. I would have liked 
Lavinia to get a moment of vengeance 
like so many of the other characters, 
and her total disempowerment felt 
unnecessary. 

On the theme of vengeance, a high 
point of the play is the penultimate 
scene, in which the characters’ various 
revenge plots come to a head. It’s a 
frenzy of violence, rendered in all 
its gross, gory glory. You can see the 
audience wanting to look away, but not 
quite being able to.

Don’t go into The Lamentable Tragedy 
of Titus Andronicus expecting a peaceful 
or palatable experience — the source 
material makes that unthinkable. But if 
you want to watch student performers 
tackle an undeniably challenging and 
confronting play with aplomb, you’d be 
well-advised to buy a ticket.

BLOOD! On my hands? 
SUDS’ The Lamentable Tragedy of Titus Andronicus
Ellie Stephenson reviews.

“It’s a frenzy of 
violence, rendered 

in all its gross, gory 
glory. You can see the 
audience wanting to 
look away, but not 

quite being able to.” 

“The audience lurched 
to the front for the 

duration of the song, 
getting as close to 

the stage (you know, 
that slightly elevated 
platform you dance  

on at Birdcage)  
as possible.” 
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Ellie Stephenson analyses the latest on Australian biodiversity.

The release of the State of the 
Environment Report 2021 last 

month painted a dire picture of the 
status of Australian biodiversity. 
The Report, which is legislated 
to occur every five years under 
the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act), found that the Australian 
environment continues to deteriorate 
due to a grim cocktail of ecosystem 
threats, including climate change, 
extreme events, habitat loss and 
degradation and invasive species.

The Report reflects the scale and 
urgency of Australia’s extinction crisis 
— an unfolding ecological tragedy 
that has seen Australia become the 
site of the world’s first climate change 
induced mammalian extinction 
and experience the highest rates of 
biodiversity loss of any developed 
nation.

According to the Report, threatened 
mammal species monitored by the 
National Environmental Science 
Program decreased in abundance 
by 38 per cent between 1995 and 
2016. Threatened birds decreased in 
abundance too, by an average of over 
60 per cent between 1985 and 2016. 

The threats facing biodiversity 
are diverse and compounding. A 
shocking case study described in 
the Report relates to Australia’s 
freshwater turtle species, around 
half of which are currently listed as 
Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically 
Endangered. The combined perils 
of nest predation from foxes and 
drying of the Murray River due to 
climate change saw freshwater turtle 
populations experience declines of up 
to 91 per cent in the Murray Darling 
Basin. Novel diseases, like the mystery 
disease which brought the Bellinger 
River snapping turtle to the  brink 
of extinction in 2014, are becoming 
more common as climate change and 
pollution worsen water quality. 

Crucially, the survival of individual 
species cannot be separated from the 
survival of ecosystems. The Report 
found that many of Australia’s 
most significant ecosystems were 
experiencing collapse, including the 
Gondwanan forests of Tasmania, the 
Great Barrier Reef, and the waterways 
of the Murray Darling Basin. 

As the frequency and severity of 
extreme weather events increase with 
climate change, ecosystems suffer. 
The Black Summer megafires typified 

this challenge, with swathes of at least 
three World Heritage Sites affected, 
hundreds of plant species having the 
majority of their range burned, and 
billions of animals killed or displaced 
in the fires. The long-term effects of 
the fires could be realised over several 
decades, with complex downstream 
impacts including the introduction of 
contaminants into estuaries.

What needs to change?

The key findings of the Report 
outline a number of recommendations, 
which emphasise the importance of 
immediate and meaningful climate 
change mitigation and the centrality 
of First Nations participation 
in Australia’s environmental 
management.

A challenge in Australia’s current 
land management regime is the failure 
to integrate management of different, 
but connected, systems. In terms of 
biodiversity, the Report suggests that 
Australia’s biodiversity management 
focuses far more on assessing and 
listing threatened species than 
ecosystem recovery.

Problematically, a large portion 
of our attempts to manage impacts 
on biodiversity involve the use of 
biodiversity offsets — according 
to the Report, over 70 per cent of 
development proposals under the 
EPBC Act involve offsets within their 
conditions of approval. This reliance 
on offsetting is troubling for a few 
reasons. 

Firstly, biodiversity offsetting is 
a frequently unaccountable system, 
with a lack of quality assurance and 
imperfect measurement of the damage 
to be averted. Despite the principle of 
‘no net loss’ (i.e. that any biodiversity 
loss must be fully compensated 
for), failures to implement offsets 
effectively mean that habitat losses 
are frequent — there is limited value 
in an offset which does not actually 
provide good habitat for displaced 
wildlife. 

This lack of oversight (and 
sometimes outright malpractice) 
is so significant that some offsets 
remain undelivered 20 years after 
they were first promised and the NSW 
government  has accepted heritage-
protected, government owned 
bushland as an offset.

Secondly, biodiversity offsetting is 
sorely unambitious. In the context of 
collapsing ecosystems, is ‘no net loss’ 
really sufficient? 

Biodiversity assessment to 
calculate offsets takes into account 
the quality of the ecosystems being 
altered or destroyed — where they are 
substantially degraded or fragmented, 
they are not considered to have 
relevant biodiversity value. 

Unfortunately, this assumes that 
the current state of biodiversity is 
static. If, for example, a wetland 
is depleted in the status quo, this 
does not preclude restoring its water 
quality and biodiversity in the future. 
In fact, restoring ecosystems is widely 
necessary, especially around urban 
areas where remnant habitat is highly 
degraded and fragmented due to 
urbanisation. 

More fundamentally, there are 
some things you simply can’t offset. 

In addition to the clearing of 
biodiversity-rich native vegetation, 
the Dendrobium Coal Mine Extension 

Project will impact the Illawarra’s 
precious upland swamps, which 
feed into Sydney’s drinking water 
catchment. These swamps are essential 
ecosystem functions, which store and 
protect rainwater and sequester carbon. 

The Project will damage 25 of 
these swamps, and in return, the 
owner, South32, will use its offset 
credits by transferring tracts of upland 
swamp into government ownership to 
‘compensate’ for the damage done by 
the mine and engaging in PR-heavy 
bush regeneration. 

Can handing upland swamps over to 
the government really compensate for 
meddling with the systems behind our 
water supply? For destroying carbon 
sinks and koala habitat? Surely not 
— while some degree of environment 
change is inherent to development, our 
policies around biodiversity offsetting 
need to be far more judicious about 
what is an acceptable social and 
environmental trade off.

A path forward for biodiversity

Salvaging Australia’s languishing 
biodiversity is a challenge. Yet, as the 
State of the Environment Report notes, 
it is essential — both for the long-term 
survival of the continent’s ecosystems 
and for human welfare. Doing so will 
require a shift in the approach we 
take to environmental protection 
— challenging the stranglehold 
of developers and corporations 
in our land management, holding 
governments accountable, and aiming 
for real restoration of natural systems.

Graphs and data sourced from the 
Australian State of the Environmenr 
Report website: soe.dcceew.gov.au 

The State of the Environment is grimNot just sticks and stones in virtual reality

Online forms of sexual harrassment 
are commonplace  in internet 

gaming, messaging, and content-
sharing platforms. However, as virtual 
reality technology becomes more 
accessible to the general public, these 
creeps are invading immersive worlds 
too, forcing game-creators, players, 
and lawmakers to evaluate the extent 
to which such worlds should be legally 
governed. 

While playing Meta Platform’s 
Horizon Worlds, a free, online virtual 
reality game, a 21 year-old researcher 
experienced her avatar being sexually 
assaulted, with two users making crude 
comments while passing around a 
virtual bottle of alcohol. The researcher 
also witnessed users frequently 
engaging in virtual gun violence and 
using homophobic slurs. Late last year, 
a beta user for the platform shared 
her experience of being groped in 
the virtual environment, with similar 
reports dating back as early as 2016.

After receiving a plethora of 
complaints, the platform now has a 
‘Personal Boundary Setting’ feature 
which allows users to prevent strangers 
from entering a 4ft bubble around them. 
However, this is an optional feature 
not available in all VR worlds, and 
still raises the question of how users 

may be safeguarded from misogynistic 
behaviors in massive online spaces 
where live moderators are not a viable 
solution. Unlike the comments section 
of a YouTube video, the immersive 
nature of these spaces – coupled with 
the neurological phenomenon of avatar 
embodiment –makes these experiences 
both real and intense. 

VR interactions are often deemed 
to occur inside a ‘magic circle’, where 
they are only significant in that specific 
virtual world: the only place they can be 
considered ‘real’. However, especially 
in the case of sexual crime, these 
virtual interactions have ‘extra-virtual’ 
effects, extendening beyond the virtual 
realm and into the real world. Victims 
of indecent assault in VR reported that 
the incidents felt violating, isolating, 
and most importantly, real. There has 
been clear emotional and psychological 
harm caused as a consequence of 
assault, which should indicate that a 
criminal act has occurred.

Numerous studies have 
demonstrated that events in VR induce 
physiological and cognitive responses 
nearly identical to events that occur in 
the ‘real world’. For example, the heart 
rate of VR users spiked as they held 
their virtual hands over a crackling 
fire;  they reported feeling the heat. 

When asked to place their hands in the 
flames, they exhibited physiological 
signs of stress and fear. In a previous 
article entitled The body in the brain, 
I discussed the mechanisms of body-
ownership illusions, which have 
already shown immense therapeutic 
benefits. This means that the ‘realness’ 
of sexual assault in VR, though not at 
all commensurate with real, physical 
assault, cannot be discounted.

Wellington Barrister Josh Hansen 
believes that to present the problem 
to lawmakers, further study is needed 
on the trauma inflicted upon victims 
of sexaul assault in VR. He notes that 
we should recognise the law falling far 
behind not only in regulating virtual 
worlds, but online spaces generally. 
Citing the failure to stamp out 
misinformation and graphic material 
on platforms like Facebook, he sees 
our current legislation as having a long 
way to go. He is one of only a few legal 
experts to write on the topic of indecent 
assault in VR, calling for lawmakers’ 
attention to be brought to the issue on 
the basis of moral wrongfulness and 
harm caused.

Sceptics of the true gravity of sexual 
assault in VR may retort that a user can 
simply remove their headset. In his 
article, Hansen notes that this solution 

infringes upon the freedom of users in 
the virtual environment. Furthermore, 
someone's ability to flee a situation 
“does not change the culpability of the 
offender”, especially considering that 
fear often creates a hesitancy to escape 
danger.

Hansen sees the intervention 
of criminal law in virtual worlds as 
something that should be reserved 
for extreme acts. Ideally software 
developers should integrate safeguards 
to protect their users in almost all 
cases. However, if we continue on the 
trajectory of blurring reality and virtual 
worlds, criminalising sexual crime in 
VR may become necessary to deter such 
behaviour. 

I am of the opinion that 
criminalisation is an essential 
deterrent. Virtual spaces cannot be 
supported as spaces for the enactment 
of gross fantasy by those who wish to 
shirk moral responsibility. Ultimately, 
Hansen summarises it well: “acts in 
virtual worlds which cause real harm 
are real acts that need real world 
consequences.”

 

Field Notes: English Gardens

Gian Ellis Gannell discusses assult in virtual spaces. 

Zara Zadro takes a waltz in the wild. 

“The combined perils 
of nest predation from 

foxes and drying of 
the Murray River due 

to climate change 
saw freshwater 

turtle populations 
experience declines of 
up to 91 per cent in 
the Murray Darling 

Basin.”
I visited Kew, England’s Royal Botanic 

Gardens, in London this July. Summer 
had not yet reached its peak. We caught 
a train for about an hour southwest from 
the city on a lazy morning, sunlight 
painting the carriage floor with slats 
of yellow as industrial city trickled 
into brownstone suburbs through the 
windows. 

There is something uncanny about 
English gardens. 

I’m not quite sure what unsettles 
me. Perhaps it is the obvious softness of 
everything; tight rows of sun-blushed 
roses, yellow pansies dotted with black 
irises, green ivy unfurling over brick 
facades with a sort of meek unruliness. 
Perhaps it is the artifice of wildness, 
as opposed to wildness itself – a sort 
of passive beauty embedded in the 
sprawls and tendrils and overgrowths. 
As we walk along one of Kew’s sandy 
paths, tiny indigo flowers spill into 
thickets of purple garden sage beside 
us, and bumblebees float on streams 
of thick, honeyed air above them. 
There is a tameness that is wholly 
unfamiliar to me, as someone who grew 
up in Australia, and not as ideal as I’d 
imagined. Nothing stirs the coverings of 
leaves beneath trees. Webs don’t spray 
between branches like viscous white 
yarn cushioning watchful arachnids. 

The neatness and synchronicity 
of the English Garden is worthy of 
suspicion. Kew is a relic of British 
colonialism: the practice of economic 
botany provided opportunities to 
grow the empire’s prosperity, through 
the stealing and commodification 
of plants from across the globe.  But 
the experiential dimensions of Kew 
are equally as unnerving. They are 

the realisation of idyllic, pastoralist 
imaginaries which European literature 
and art have conferred upon me since 
childhood. They are a beauty defined 
by imperial wealth and colonial 
agricultural practices. 

Of course, it is not beyond 
appreciation: nature can be 
distinguished from the intent of 
human beings. But as much as I try to 
appreciate them, this fact lingers in the 
back of my mind. 

The '-ology' Quiz

Can you match all the scientific fields of inquiry 
with their '-ology'? Eg. Biology is the field of life.

By F. Iller

Biology

Astacology

Lepidopterology

Nephology

Speleology

Zymology

Otology

Formicology

fermentation

clouds

butterflies and moths

exploration of caves

ants

crawfish

life

ears
ART BY AMELIA KOEN
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Happy Semester 2 to any and all lifeless 
operators reading this.

The winter break has seen us running 
around in Malaysia, the US, and New 
Zealand, but we’re back and ready to 
menace.

A lot of our work this semester will 
be towards this year’s iteration of the 
annual Rad Ed series. We’re running 
sessions every Tuesday and Thursday.

We want to thank everyone who came 

to the Rad Ed launch drinks and put 
our bar tab to good use on Monday!  It 
was lovely to see your smiling faces and 
hear your great ideas for the future of 
Education. Our first session run by yours 
truly will be this Thursday at 4 in Carslaw 
451.

Follow @rad.ed.usyd on instagram, 
like Radical Education Week on facebook, 
and sus out linktr.ee/raded22 to stay up 
to date!

Until next fortnight!

President
Lauren Lancaster.

General Secretaries
Alana Ramshaw and Grace Lagan.

Hello USyd, it’s your VP’s here wishing 
you a very big official welcome back into 
the swing of uni life for semester two. 
It was great to meet some of you at the 
SRC’s Welcome Week stall last week and 
it’s fantastic to see so many people back 
on campus. 

While we know some of you have 
been enjoying the break on overseas 
and interstate trips, we’ve been here 
working on restarting Food Hub, and 
we’re incredibly proud to reintroduce 

the programme in a very fun new format. 
All students, both undergraduate and 
postgraduate, will be able to access 
the pantry style service which will be 
providing a variety of basic foods and 
toiletries completely free of charge, 
no questions asked. Food Hub will be 
operating in the office space opposite the 
International Student Lounge on Level 4 
of the Wentworth building on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10am to 2pm, so 
remember to bring your tote bags!! 

There’s a lot to look out for this 
semester including further Industrial 
Action from the NTEU, the SRC stands 
in full solidarity with staff in support of 
improved pay and conditions, and we 
hope to see as many of you as possible at 
these actions in the coming weeks. 

If you have any questions or just want 
to get in touch, remember to contact us 
at vice.president@src.usyd.edu.au.

Vice-President
Mikaela Pappou. 

Disabilities
Sarah Korte, Ira Patole and Holly Haoyi Zhang did not submit a report.

Ethnocultural
Misbah Ansari, Ashrika Paruthi and Anya Doan.

The holidays may be over but the 
excitement certainly isn’t. I have had what 
some may call a splendidly stressful week 
tempered only by the totally brilliant gigs 
I went to at the end of the week. If you 
haven’t seen Confidence Man live, you 
must do so before you die. I’m not even 
being paid to say that, although I would 
be open to propositioning. Musos, you 
have my email. 

The first part of the week featured 
UE education committee, most of which 
was unremarkable. Of note though, 
was my ooppoortunity to speak on how 
throughout the holidays I represented 
students in the Special Considerations 
Working Group, aiming to deliver a very 
quick and big amendment to the simple 
extension procedures of the University. 
I placed a lot of pressure on University 
staff to deliver a policy change that would 

have actual impact on student wellbeing. 
The following day at Academic Board on 
Tuesday, we argued for and won these 
automatic, centralised 5-day simple 
extensions (in addition to ordinary 
special cons) for ordinary assessment 
types. This will place a lower onus of proof 
on students to provide documentation of 
illness/misadventure, such that Student 
Declarations will be sufficient and the 
extension will be immediately applied. 
For longer extensions, normal spec con 
applications should be completed. 

If we hadn’t pushed it through this 
Academic Board it would not have been 
enacted for months. The University’s 
bureaucracy rarely inspires any emotional 
response but dull despondency, but this 
change gives me hope that students will 
in some cases receive more certainty and 
more time to complete their assessments 

in the event of personal crises, health 
problems or misadventure. There will 
be formal comms going out about the 
change soon from the University. 

In between these committees I had 
the pleasure of meeting some of you 
at the SRC stall at Welcome Week. We 
exhausted our wall planner supply and 
distributed lots of pens, advice and 
hopefully good vibes. Thanks to all 
officebearers and collective convenors 
who hosted stalls, with a particular shout 
out to the Queer Action Collective for 
their incredible set up. 

Bureaucracy has been known to kill 
the cat (me, I’m the cat), but we forged 
on, submitting an application to extend 
the SRC’s base SSAF funding for next 
year. This application seeks a permanent 
increase to the Honi Soit stipend that I 
got for the editors earlier this year, as 

well as funding for another Caseworker, 
a new server and tech upgrade plus wage 
increases and the creation of a social 
media intern position.  

The SSAF committee will be 
launching a student survey this semester 
to temperature check what students like 
/ want from their perception of SSAF 
expenditure. I encourage you all to make 
it really clear that you value student-led 
organisations and independent clubs, 
societies and of course, unions. Keep an 
eye out for it in your inboxes. 

Reminder that staff go on strike on 
the 17th of August. Don’t be a scab, don’t 
go to class.

Hope everyone caught some of the 
lovely sun we’ve had, and enjoy getting 
back in the swing of things. Solidarity, 
Lauren

Ask Abe
SRC caseworker help Q&A

Dear Abe,

I used to be able to work while I 
was studying, but my boss has had 
to cut my work hours and finding 
another job is nearly impossible. If 
I can’t work I’m going to struggle 
to pay my rent. I’m getting pretty 
desperate. Is there anything you 
can suggest?

JS, Arts III

Dear JS,

I’m sorry to hear about your 
difficulties. There are a few things 
you could consider. The first is to 
apply for a Centrelink benefit. The 

SRC has a range of leaflets that you 
might find helpful. The second is 
to get financial assistance from the 
University. They have bursaries, 
scholarships, and interest free 
loans that might help you even 
if only in the short term. Finally, 
consider reducing your study load 
to part time, so that you can get 
a permanent job. This is certainly 
not going to be easy in these 
challenging times, and it is less 
than ideal to delay finishing your 
course, but it is important that 
you are well and happy now. If you 
would like to discuss these options, 
you can contact an SRC Caseworker 
by calling 9660 5222.

Abe.

Financial Assistance & Bursaries

BEWARE of SCAMS targeting 
International Students 

Last week was a lovely week for ACAR. We 
got to reunite with friends and members 
after being apart during semester break. 
Many of us travelled back home for the 
first time in almost three years, whilst 
some have now finally returned to 
Sydney after being offshore! We also 
welcomed new members to ACAR during 
our welcome week stalls.

In contrast to the last, this semester 
looks like it will be a more quiet and 
restful time for us.

WE HAVE MERCH!!! Coming very 
soon! It was a collaboration with our 
amazing friend Emma Cao. The concept 
was inspired by old Vietnamese stamps 
and letters, and the signficance of 
postal system during the mid to late 

20th century, and the illustrations are 
guided by passages from Anna Tsing’s 
Mushroom at the End of the World––the 
book ACAR is reading for our reading 
groups. The artwork on the merch is 
actually on display at an exihibition right 
now! You can go see it at the artist-run 
space Pari, located in Parramatta. The art 
collective’s instagram is @pari_ari_.

ACAR will be and encourage all to be 
on the picket line to fight for staff works 
conditions and demand on August 17th. 
ACAR will also be hosting a banner paint 
with other collectives a few days before 
for the strikes.

  

For more information and links to resources see: 
srcusyd.net.au/src-help/ 
sydney.edu.au/study/study-options/ 
fees-and-loans/financial-assistance.html

There are lots of advertisements 
showing cheaper ways to pay your 
international student fees. Some 
will even do smaller transactions 
with a refund on the exchange 
rate, for bills like mobile phone or 
internet, rental payments, or even 
your SSAF. Unfortunately, they are 
ALL scams. ALL OF THEM. They 
will do the smaller transactions for 

you without a problem to build your 
confidence in them, to encourage 
you to pay your fees to them. They 
will even issue you a fake receipt, so 
you won’t know that you have been 
scammed until you are at risk of be-
ing unenrolled from uni. Don’t risk 
it. Pay your fees to the University 
through the official channels.

Students’ Representative Council, University of Sydney
e: help @ src.usyd.edu.au  |  w: srcusyd.net.au 

usydsrc src_usyd src_sydneyuni

Do you need advice on 
sharehousing or tenancy?

Ask an SRC caseworker!
help@src.usyd.edu.au or call 02 9660 5222  
to book a phone or Zoom appointment

Queer
Yasmin Andrews and Ella Pash.
The Queer Action Collective is happy 
to be kicking off the semester with a 
bang, having had a strong presence at 
the welcome week stalls and a refurbish 
of the Queer Space on the first floor of 
Manning House. 

We look forward to our continuing 
collaboration with the Women’s 
Collective at the Get Grill’d BBQ and 

throughout the rest of the semester. 
Additionally after the success of our 
gender affirmation supplies drive during 
the first semester we are looking into 
avenues to continue funding this project. 

Follow us on instagram @usydqueer 
to keep up to date with all our antics this 
semester :) and consider contributing to 
the Queer Honi!

Do you have a legal problem? 
We can help you for FREE!*

* this service is available to USYD undergraduate students and cases that meet eligible criteria

Civil Rights

Court Appearances
Immigration & Visa Referrals

Police Matters

...and more

Student Advocacy

Level 1, Wentworth Building (G01),  
University of Sydney NSW 2006 
PO Box 794 Broadway NSW 2007

p:  02 9660 5222     
int: 12871 
w: srcusyd.net.au

SRC 
LEGAL SERVICE 
APPOINTMENTS  
ARE AVAILABLE  
BY PHONE OR 

ONLINE

Some scams target 
bills like mobile 
phone or internet, 
rental payments, or 
even your SSAF.

For more information about these scams: 
srcusyd.net.au/beware-of-international-student-scams/



COMEDY | 23HONI SOIT WEEK TWO 2022HONI SOIT WEEK TWO 202222 | PUZZLES

The End TimesThe End TimesThe End TimesThe End Times
Doomed
Atheism
Welcome Week
Armidale
Pulp Fiction
Mouse
Courtyard
Cider 
Nationalisation

Destined
Jesus Christ
Oysters
Lorikeets
DJs
Mickey
Hacky Sacks
Mulled Wine
Privatisation

IN THIS ISSUE:

SASS camp earns society the USU 
Award for Most Superspreader 
Events
- Anne Teabody

FASS moved to Eastern Avenue 
marquees following recent cuts
- Ed Ataque 

Young Libs hire Deloitte for in-
person campaigning strategy
- Cam Paine

Student accidentally watches entire 
Law Revue via Instagram stories
 - Rea Hersall

Inside the Pulp mag limousine
- Grant Saffa

SUEUA HOSTS FIRST 
YEAR FUNDRAISER, 
FIRST PRIZE A DATE 
AVOIDED WITH EXEC

Incoherent.
Always.
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Wed August 10        Vol. 420 + 15         Cheaper and more available than toilet paper!         The only newspaper. Proudly Murdoch.          Pro-News. Anti-Truth.         People’s Republic of USyd.            $4.20

1. Fill in the missing lyric from the Whitney 
Houston song: “Oh, I wanna dance with somebody 
I wanna feel the ___ with somebody”

2. With the subtitle “the gathering”, What became 
the first modern trading card game, when it was 
launched by professor Richard Garfield in 1993

3. Who directed John Wayne in the classic films 
Red River, Rio Bravo and El Dorado

4. Take Five by Dave Brubeck was the first Record  
in which genre of music to sell over a million 
Copies. 

5. Q5: In 2011 the discovery of the planet Kepler 
16b was notably compared to the Star Wars planet 
of Tatooine , because they both had two of what? 

6. Q6: what connects the previous answers 

Quiz

Puzzles by Tournesol. Quiz by Some Hack.

6 One-eighty (1-4)
7 The Iliad or Gilgamesh, say (4,4)
10 Outline used for drawing accurately 
(7)
11 Disperse far and wide (7)
12 Commuters’ bane (7)
13 Doobies (7)
14 Mickey’s girlfriend (6,5)
19 Middle Eastern country (7)
21 Burglars (7)
23 Where one lives (7)
25 Modern architectural style (3,4)
26 A big building with patients (8)
27 Milky coffee (5)

Answers available at  honisoit.com/puzzle-answers

Answers

1 Tepid (8)
2 Children’s charity (6)
3 What one sees in the mirror (10)
4 Labiae (4)
5 Water boiler (6)
6 Unexpected results, typically in 
sporting contests (6)
8 Tableland (7)
9 Icky (5)
13 Incredible, worth writing home
about (10)
15 Without end (7)
16 Last minute: the ... hour (8)
17 Top dog (5)
18 Towards dry land (6)
20 Type of monkey (6)
22 Isandlwana or Waterloo, say (6)
24 Italian comedian and actor (4)

Across Down

Quick Crossword

Sudoku

Cryptic Crossword

Quick Crossword

Cryptic Crossword

6 Knock out like an animal (5)
7 Apparently artisanal servant (8)
10 Get back together with fish that has 
its tail at its head (7)
11 Butcher and baker say I must leave
South American country (7)
12 Ban on muscle oil spread (7)
13 Cold (and French) meat (7)
14 Delighted to have fingered vagina 
(7,4)
19 Spiritual alternative to Gangnam 
Style? (7)
21 Country established on one
primary aspiration (7)
23 Hi bint, I edited Curb (7)
25 Dorothy’s dog goes around
introducing Rubyville, Oz’s new city (7)
26 Write graffiti on government
building (8)
27 Six rest at a stop (5)

1 A gunshot scatters associates (5,3)
2 Sleep starts on locomotive into
town (6)
3 Spendthrift rebuilds a hip school (10)
4 The burden is on you and me (4)
5 Reportedly, highball is appropriate (6)
6 Asian holy text embraces Eastern
leader (6)
8 Steve has one drink (7)
9 City for the legless (5)
13 Marry gambling reverend with
another bad habit (3-7)
15 I botch a cryptic and live in sin (7)
16 Type ‘yes’ in Greek ship, showing care 
(8)
17 Muck around quietly and cause
damage (5)
18 Funky exit (3,3)
20 Yes, German dairy product sounds 
like God (6)
22 Hyacinth’s origin in their tousled
bloom (6)
24 Goat turned into fashion item (4)

Across Down

USYD RANTS WINS 
MILLIONS IN SURPRISE SSAF 
NEGOTIATIONS BID

Popular USyd Facebook page 
USyd Rants has become 

the beneficiary of a surpising 
windfall after the admin emerged 
victorious from SSAF allocation 
negotiations last Thursday.

The Student Services and 
Amenities Fee (SSAF) involves 
a base allocation and contestible 
funding, which the various 
student unions apply to receive. 
Historically, the process has been 
dominated by the University 
of Sydney Union and Sydney 
University Sport and Fitness. 

However, the newcomer to 
the negotiating table caused 
a substantial upset, after their 
commonsense arguments and 
democratic mandate won over the 
University.

“I’m sick and tired of my 
SSAF fees being spent on the 
frivolous banner paints and 
prosecco consumption of SRC 
office bearers. I’m not a financing 
option for the personal vices 
of USU Board Directors,” the 
admin said, to vigorous nods from 
management. 

Target

5 words: Russian
10 words: Latvian
15 words: Serbian
20 words: Greek

find-a-minion 

SUEUA announced 
their inaugural Non-

Dating Auction at 7pm in 
Hermann’s Bar on Friday 
night, in which attendees 
could avoid a date with a 
member of the SUEUA 
executive.

First year student Ima 
Child won the auction, and 
expressed relief at being 
offered the opportunity. 
“I’m so glad that I can 
really enjoy my first year 
without feeling pressured 

to date,” she said. “I just 
want to focus on L beams, 
not L words.”

Fifth year mechatronic 
engineering student, Ray 
Di O’Carbon, said he was 
sad to miss out on dating 
a first year, but that he 
was overall proud of the 
fundraising power of the 
initiative. “Who would 
have thought a Non-
Dating Auction was such 
an earner?” he asked.

PRESENT TO CONGRESS 
FOR A FREE TICKET TO 

TAIWAN

LOCAL BOTANIST 
GIVES GREENHOUSE A 
NEW MEANING
Recent botany 

graduate, Dr Khanh 
Abyss was arrested last 
week for misusing the 
USyd greenhouse. 

A University 
spokesperson told The 
End Times that Abyss 
and his supervisor  

Professor Hempsworth 
were engaged in a joint 
research program with 
St Mary Jane University 
prior to Abyss’ arrest.

“It’s sad to see him go. 
These disease-resistant 
tomatoes were a real 
breakthrough,” they said.
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Bananamarie Jagose gulfoy 
kipzed Vice-Chancellor de 
Minions

Wokhi annamarie jagose, ta hodski 
khi de ta usdap de kea yee bywye 

lacvie, sama be vatfro da kipzed vice-
chancellor yee provost een lugnit. 

Wokhi Jagose hego bem ka ta 
forefront de fass rep da dissolve ta borko 
de lingu, kea yee peg yee my utagar, tika 
sama verlo a nobam de caree zekabo. 

Lam tos yenlam kirfly ridiculed temer 

ryazoo sagend da brittany cozne yee 
subef ta “hermeneutically sigey position” 
de protestors ben mobla “insinuatingly 
gendered recourse da mi prima nomba 
only” een palbed chants ohosae ta duo da 
SLAM.  

Jagose’s ekeods tis een gender simvis.  
Lam tis ta bugoes de orgasmology, a tau 
cama “the voegor yee psychic parell thru 
tika erotic gratification tis ranbid. ” lam 

MinionSoc exec 
leytap endorsing 

‘Gru for USU’

Oarhag a pyxben da ute pughen isla 
mowbray da bitop yee amold ta dui 

ohosae ta duo yenhod yee yipoar ta tegpul 
fass eth, ute pughen add zhu titleu nan 
objection — commencing whaaat tos a old 
mobpsi de usu ute lugbug.  Weebo le yepae 
fubute ta pyxben yee rampul ta adoinn 
duo, le titleu fabkoi fino a pyxben een ta 
sgm tika colcub ahs ta wizos da mibtye. 

BIGO EEN BA PEHJAG

Banana shortage! - p. 9

Underwear neblo 
cawahs - p. 10

Kevin & Dave haj kis 
Carslaw glory hole - p. 7

Despicable Us: Grassroots 
and Switch reconnect- p.19


