
FREE EYE TEST CHART WITH EVERY EDITION
WEEK 5 EDITION | 26 AUGUST 2009

READ
ME!

D I A R Y  O F

An NRL  
player

C A M P U S  N E W S

Missing
Liberals?>14

T O P  5

Greatest
hoaxes>05 >15

L
I V I

N G  W I T H 
A  D I S A B I L T Y

Four high-achieving USYD 
personalities share their stories



  WEEK 5 EDITION | 26 August, 2009

04

05

06

08

10

12

14

20

22

> Paul Mackay is no longer an arts festival Verge-in

> Katherine Connolly and Michael Krasovitsky 
interview students and lecturers living with disabilities 

> Michael Krasovitsky doesn’t need an excuse get 
about in a leotard, but he found one.
> Katherine Connolly would have been fooled by all of 
these hoaxes..
> Mark di Stefano engages in some male bonding. 

> Michael Slezak can make time go backwards
> Camilla Ibrahim ate at some strange restaurants
> Anusha Rutnam has some thoughts on leggings as 
pants.

> Alice Blain won’t get a date until she leaves college.

> David Mack reports on Islamic Awareness Week
> Mark Di Stefano finds out where the Young Libs went

> Bronwyn Cowell predicts the end of the world
> Simon Cowell does too, maybe because they’re related

> Michael Falk won’t make out with you in public. Pity.
> Christina Kenny writes about Human Rights

EDITOR IN CHIEF Katherine Connolly
EDITORS Will Atkinson, Katherine Connolly, Bronwyn Cowell, Mark Di Stefano, George Downing, Giselle Kenny, Michael Krasovitsky, Alex Lee, Paul Mackay, Sriram Srikumar

REPORTERS Michael Falk, Michael Hing, Camilla Ibrahim, David Mack, Anusha Rutnam
CONTRIBUTORS Alice Blain, Tom Clement, Simon Cowell, Jordan D’Arcy, Sophie Freidman, Christina Kenny, Kate Leaver, Antonia Seagram, Michael Slezak

GRAPHIC DESIGN George Downing and Paul Mackay COMIC Simon Greiner CROSSWORD Mark Sutton PUZZLES Tom Clement

ADVERTISING Publications.manager@src.usyd.edu.au/PO Box 794, Broadway NSW
PRINTER Marrickville Print and Design, Unite E1, 46-62 Maddox Street, Alexandria, NSW 2015

DISCLAIMER Honi Soit is published by the Students’ Representative Council, University of Sydney, Level 1 Wentworth Building, City Road, University of Sydney NSW 2006. The SRC’s operation costs, space 
and administrative support are financed by the University of Sydney. The editors of Honi Soit and the SRC acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. Honi Soit is 
written, printed and distributed on Aboriginal land. Honi Soit is printed under the auspices of the SRC’s directors of student publications: Mike Mackertich, Patrick Wall, Elly Howse and Samuel Moginie. All 
expressions are published on the basis that they are not to be regarded as the opinions of the SRC unless specifically stated. The Council accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any of the opinions or 

information contained within this newspaper, nor does it endorse any of the advertisements and insertions.

> Mark Di Stefano knows how to inseminate horses



>03

Cheers to 
you too
Christopher Newton, Card Services 
Officer

Hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha-
hahahahahahahahahahaha. You had me 
fooled! (I’m now going to have to cancel 
my Ghostbusters booking).
 
Cheers!

Wattgate: I
Fayzan Bakhtiar, BEc/LLB II

I am writing in response to Sibella Mat-
thews’ letter last week regarding Lizzy 
Watt at Snowball. With respect, I disagree 
with Sibella who believes that Honi com-
mitted an “error of judgement” when they 
published the article in question. As the 
weekly student newspaper, Honi has a 
duty to publish articles in the interest of 
its core readership - students. I believe 
that it is in the students interest to be fully 
informed about the inappropriate behav-
iour of their elected officials within the 
scope of their duties.

Lizzy Watt, a newly elected Union Board 
Director, had to be escorted out by se-
curity from one of the Union’s Snowball 
event on account of her intoxicated state. 
As a Director she was there in an official 
capacity. This much is not disputed. Re-
porting facts with a minimal level of edi-
torial comment should not be construed 
as a “personal attack”. The situation is 

analogous to your local Councillor getting 
escorted out of a Council event for drunk-
enness. That would make the Northern 
District Times.

By choosing to run for Union and sticking 
posters with their faces printed on them 
all over campus (potential) Directors turn 
themselves into public figures (within the 
University) and therefore should accept 
the adverse consequences of that decision. 
When Honi reports on these matters they 
assist us in keeping our elected officials 
accountable. They should only consider 
the student body’s interest and whether 
or not the story is factually correct (which 
is why I am NOT defending Honi’s article 
on Mel Brooks’ alleged non-attendance to 
committees.)

Wattgate: II
Ben Cooper, Arts/Nursing IV

I’m writing in relation to Sibella Mat-
thews’ letter which purported that Honi 
should feel ashamed for it’s exposure 
of Lizzy Watt’s behaviour at Snowball. 
Firstly, we can only admire  Matthews 
selfless behaviour in defending someone 
she does ‘not know... personally’. I must 
declare that I do not know the Manning 
Bar personally, but I feel Ms Matthews’ 
quest to shame Honi through Latin misses 
an important point. Watt is a board direc-
tor of our Union and has a responsibility 
to attend such functions and not behave 
in a manner that necessitates her being 
dragged out screaming that she deserves 
special treatment. Inferring that the Bar 
breached RSA ignores that correct policy 

This week in From The Vault...

The Amazing Uncensored History 
of Swivel Chairs

Spinning while sitting is probably an 
ability we all now take for granted. But 
how often do we sit back (quite literally) 
and marvel at the invention that single-
handedly reduced lower-back-twisting 
problems by 87% whilst simultaneously 
allowing for the creation of a myriad of 
office-procrastination games?

The Swivel Chair originates from the Swiss 
town of Swiv (meaning ‘haha, that tickles’), 
and its current name derives from the 
combination of the original town’s name 
with the French term ‘el’ (‘I consider that 
tickling to be sexually offensive’). 

While it first arrived in the United States 
in 1904 with a wave of height-impaired 
Romanian immigrants who had been 
experimenting with early forms of super-
glue, it was not until 1942, with the entry 
of the US into the Second World War that 
it achieved widespread popularity. 

Initially used as a convenient object to 
throw at the Japanese (who had been 
herded into downtown office blocks at 

the time), a few revolutionaries acci-
dentally discovered its current use while 
looking for a means to rest their ‘fat asses’ 
following the invention of fast food as an 
airforce insulation method in the closing 
stages of the war.

The Swivel Chair has had quite an as-
tounding relationship over the years with 
porn stars and presidents, both of which 
have undertaken their activities (occasion-
ally simultaneously) on this most versatile 
furnishing.

The Chair now occupies a venerated 
place in our history and has recently put 
on display in the National Museum in 
Canberra as a metaphor for the ‘spinning 
mind of Alan Ginsberg that also goes up 
and down when you tug on a lever’.

Don’t ask me why.

Published in Honi Soit, Edition 20, 
2003

When we began researching this week’s 
feature we intended it to be much like 
every other feature we’ve run in the last 
sixteen editions; we would do a bunch of 
interviews over two or three weeks and 
write our own two thousand words sum-
marising everything we’d heard or found.

By our first couple of interviews, however, 
it became clear that these people’s stories 
could be told far more eloquently and with 
greater depth than Michael and I could re-
produce. We decided to simply edit down 
the interviews and present them to you 
just as they’d been told to us.

Conducting these interviews was, above 
all, humbling. I was struck with admira-
tion for these people who, when at many 
times in their lives it must have been 
easier to give up, continue to study and 
to do so with dignity and humour. I’d also 
like to thank Mary Teague at the Disability 
Services Office for putting me in contact 
with two of our interviewees. All our inter-
viewees made a point to mention what a 
remarkable job was done by her Office.

Also in this edition, we interview the direc-
tors of the highlight of the semester, the 
Verge Festival. The battle between Steven 
Colbert and John Stewart comes to a head 
and we find out why the world may end 
very soon. For real.  

Katherine Connolly

was enacted when an a person exhibiting 
anti-social behaviour was asked to leave, 
and upon non-compliance ejected from 
the venue.

If we vote for our directors, then I damn 
well expect the dominant student publica-
tion on campus to inform me as to how I 
am being represented by them. Allowing 
Watt to comment in the article will not 
change the fact that she was observed to 
be behaving in an anti-social manner at a 
union function. This is unacceptable, and  
Matthews can infer all she wants that the 
bar is to blame, but how about consider-
ing some personal responsibility? 

At last check that concept still exists, 
although apparently only for the 
plebiscites.

Oof... that hurts
John Nowakowski, Engineering, PhD 
candidate

Congratulations! You’ve successfully 
almost completed the transition to full 
status of “The Sun”.  Barring the Page 
3 Girl, there is little you can do that will 
separate you from other trash rags such 
as this.  You’ve now fabricated feature ar-
ticles, taken small facts and turned them 
into extensive lies, failed on the basics 
of fact checking, and ensured that your 
readership is reduced to College fools.  
Not once in my six years at University, 
transversing [sic] one and a half degrees, 
have I read such shit.

I will avoid the pitfalls of Wilkie (Issue 15) 
and not go to personal attacks, but I can 
only hope you have a readership greater 
than 10 by the time Queer Honi is re-
leased, lest we have to stand there and try 
and convince people you had nothing to 
do with it.

Good luck to whoever takes over, you 
can’t go much further down that Honi 09 
has gone.

Looking 
for Honi
Chris Nobbs, Sci/Engo V

I realise that writing and complaining 
to this year’s crop of Honi editors about 
the sins of their forebears is a little unfair 
especially as the issue seems to have been 
rectified from 2007 onwards but seri-
ously... don’t you people care about pos-
terity? I went first to the SRC office and 
then to the library recently in an attempt 
to find some old editions of Honi Soit, 
specifically from 2006. Now the library 
has 1929-1994 all on microfilm, which I 
admit is an awesome format. They also 
have 2007 onwards as an electronic 
resource, not quite as cool as microfilm 
but slightly less cumbersome to access. 
The only place however that retains the 
content of the 1995-2006 issues it...wait 
for it..the Sydney University Rare Book 
Lbrary! To whoever made Honi for these 
12 years, come on guys was it really THAT 
much extra effort, in the several hundred 
thousand keystrokes you made to include 
a ctrl+c and a ctrl+v in there?

Don’t diss 
Disney
Jess Priebee, Arts II

Whilst I am aware of the irony in your 
article regarding the misogynistic nature 
of Disney’s ‘The Lion King’, I take issue 
with your attempt to ruin the film for me. 
Not only would this effectively disengage 
an important part of my childhood but 
would also mean that further questions 
would be raised about other childhood 
favourites. Critical analysis is what having 
an english major is for. Don’t be my year 
10 english teacher, who, after analysing 
the filmic techniques in ‘Finding Nemo’, 
concluded that the camera angles inevita-
bly favoured the male characters... nobody 
liked her. 

If you had researched properly you would 
discover that ‘The Lion King’ is loosely 
based on Shakespeare’s Hamlet. If I have 
to spell this out it means that Simba is 
Hamlet, Timon and Pumba are Rosen-
crantz and Guildenstern,etc. So if you’re 
accusing Disney of misogyny and homo-
phobia you should really be directing this 
to Master William instead. I appreciate 
the comedic value in critiquing the clas-
sics but leave Disney alone until you can 
at least satirise it correctly. I will not let 
you ruin the great and glorious Disney 
for me. P.S. I have ‘Toy Story’ on DVD, 
wanna come over and discuss the ways 
in which Buzz and Woody represent the 
classic and modern representations of the 
‘Great American Hero’ and to what effect 
the Etcher Sketch is the auteur’s self-
reflective tool?



Despite low turnout and as many as 50 
deaths in dozens of Taliban attacks, ob-
servers, politicians and commentators 
hailed the Afghan election as a success. 
While the official results won’t be known 
for some time, the incumbent and front-
runner Hamid Karzai is claiming victory, 
his platform of rickshaws in Kabul and 
fair trade Kalashnikovs proving popular. 
Voters are said to have found his main 
rival, former foreign minister Abdullah 
Abdullah’s campaign a little repetitive.

Closer to home, Liberal MP Wilson 
Tuckey says he’ll fight off high profile 
National Party challenger Tony Cook 
for his seat in Western Australia. Box-
ing promoter GMB has announced 
interest in the fight for a double bill 
alongside Danny Green’s upcoming 
title defence. “We’re negotiating to 
bring Kim Beazley out of retirement 
to go head-to-head with heavyweight 
Joe Hockey,” a GMB spokesman 
said. “But our dream is Gillard vs. 
Bishop.” 

Christian Churches in WA and NSW 
have invested over a million dollars 
in an advertising blitz that seeks to 
encourage people to make Jesus a 
topic of conversation at work and 
home. On the hunt for a new spokes-
man, the Church is rumoured to be 
in talks with John Travolta, whose re-
cent high profile split with the Church 
of Scientology leaves him available 
on free transfer.

To sport now and South Africa’s Caster 
Semenya has been crowned the wom-
en’s 800m world champion, despite the 
athletics governing body announcing 
that the runner’s gender is under inves-
tigation. Her father told press, “He is my 
little girl. I raised him and I have never 
doubted his gender.” When asked 
whether his “daughter” had a penis, Mr 
Semenya responded, “As if that matters, 
your mum’s got a penis and you don’t 
hear me complaining.”
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When a horse breeder has a mare (lady 
horse) that has a pure bloodline, and a 
stud farmer owns a stallion (man horse) 
with an illustrious career in showjumping 
or thoroughbred racing, and they both love 
money… well, a foal (horsey) can be born.

In the spring and summer months, as tem-
peratures warm and days become longer, 
a mare will go into her estrous cycle. The 
cycle, which is the optimum time of the 
year for conception, can be simulated by 
breeders using artificial lighting in barns, 
a process called “putting the mare under 
lights”.

There are two ways to breed a horse: arti-
ficial insemination and Live Cover (in the 
US only horses bred by Live Cover can be 
licensed to thoroughbred race). 

Artificial insemination involves the stal-
lion mounting a phantom (dummy mare 
made of hard plastic), with a spotter at-
tached an Artificial Vagina (AV) to capture 
the sperm. The AV, which looks a lot like 
a gun from Men in Black, is warmed to a 
cosy 40 degrees. The stallion will ejaculate 
after approx 15secs of violent thrusting, 
and the sperm can then be transferred to 
the womb of the mare.

Live Cover is the natural standard for horse 

breeding. During the estrous cycle the 
mare will be put into a spacious paddock 
with the stallion. The stallion, tentative of 
the mare ‘in heat’, will hold off and wait for 
two signals. 

Signal 1: the mare will urinate a pungent, 
nutrient-laden stream in front of the 
stallion. This indicates the mare has no 
shame, and is ready to submit to the stal-
lion. Signal 2: the mare will whip its tail 
from side to side in front of the stallion. As 
she does this, she will ‘wink’ at the stallion. 
But this isn’t your usual wink. The mare 
will expand and contract the lower part of 
her vulva, thrusting her pulsating backside 
in the face of the stallion. Hot.

Having received both signals, the stal-
lion mounts the mare and inserts his (on 
average) 50cm erect penis. 

In other cases breeders will notice that 
their mare is not attracted to a chosen 
stallion. To get around this, breeders will 
put a gorgeous but inferior stallion in a 
different paddock within sight of the mare. 
The mare will become so attracted to the 
dummy stallion that it will whip itself 
into a ‘heated frenzy’. The breeders will 
then release the rightful stallion into the 
paddock and the mare will present itself 
for conception. Ultimate cock block.

Position #23: The Stable Hand

Honi’s Guide to...
Horse Breeding

Mark Di Stefano is a goes out to stud.



Islamic Awareness Week
Dave Mack SUMSAp the week that was.

It’s only appropriate that the world’s 
fastest expanding religion should expand 
the traditional week into ten days.  

The Sydney University Muslim Student 
Association (SUMSA) has wrapped up 
their official ‘Islamic Awareness Week’ 
after ten days of lectures, debates and talks 
with passing students on Eastern Avenue. 

Firdaus Zein, a member of SUMSA’s ex-
ecutive or ‘shura’ and the co-ordinator of 
Islamic Awareness Week, said this year’s 
festivities were the most successful and 
memorable in years. 

“The response was great,” Firdaus said. 
“This year we increased our marketing 

campaign and the result was that we saw 
a larger number of attendance in the lec-
tures that we’ve had during the course of 
‘Islamic Awareness Week.’” 

Firdaus also said the response from the 
campus crowd was very encouraging. “In 
terms of the stall on Eastern Avenue, we 
had all sorts of different people come up 
and ask about and discuss Islam – stu-
dents and non-students and the views 
were all varied… so I guess the feedback 
and reaction on Uni in general has been 
pretty good.” 

The festivities were orchestrated to coin-
cide with similar events at other universi-
ties around Australia and overseas in order 
to raise awareness about Islam among 
non-Muslims 

 “The goal is really in the name itself: to 
really raise awareness of what Islam is 
campus-wide,” Firdaus said. “We want to 
give an alternative from the usual sources 
out there for people and really give people 
a chance to learn about Islam from young 
Muslims themselves.”

After the GFC
Antonia Seagram reports from the 2009 St Paul’s College Academic Symposium.

On Friday 14 August the ASX200 nudged 
4500 points for the first time since the 
fierce financial storms of the past two years. 
The strengthening rays of investor confi-
dence signal a return to how many think 
life should be. But questions remain. What 
caused the grave collapse in the markets? 
What will the effects of the crisis be on the 
reputation of regulators? And American 
hegemony? Some answers were offered at 
an academic symposium convened by St 
Paul’s College on the same day as the ASX 
reached that post-GFC high point.

The opening remarks for the symposium 
were provided the Deputy Chancellor Alan 
Cameron, who deplored the lending prac-
tices that prevailed during the US housing 
boom and lauded the successes of the 
“twin peaks” (ASIC and APRA) of Austral-
ian financial regulation. Other speakers in 
the symposium’s first session (Mr David 
Kent, former MD of Morgan Stanley Aus-
tralia, Professor Alex Frino of Finance and 
Mr Chris Angelos), “Governing Financial 
Markets: Regulation and Control”, largely 
picked up Mr Cameron’s cheerful melody. 

This clarion note of confidence in our regu-
lators was not sounded by the speakers in 
the second session “The State of Welfare 

after the GFC”. This is not to say that Pro-
fessors Dick Bryan of Political Economy 
and Julian Disney of UNSW’s Social 
Justice Project and Mr Nikolas Kirby sang 
in three-part harmony. Anyone expecting 
a recital of the centre-left orthodoxy on 
the importance of regulation in the market 
state (for instance, Kevin Rudd’s essays) 
was disappointed. 

The final session on American hegem-
ony comprised papers from Professors 
Michael Wesley of the Lowy Institute and 
Linda Weiss of Government/International 
Relations, and Messrs William Clegg and 
Patrick Bateman. The terrain of debate 
was dissimilar to that of the preceding ses-
sions but the arena of international rela-
tions is one in which most of the audience 
felt more at ease than the alphabet soup 
of modern finance. Those who had shown 
stamina were rewarded with the most co-
herent set of papers of the day. 

The economic crisis may yet worsen and 
perhaps the GFC will be seen as a neces-
sary cyclical correction following two 
decades of remarkable economic growth. 
As this Symposium impressed, only time 
will tell.

Where have 
all the Liberals 
gone?
Mark Di Stefano  investigates 
the replacement of right-wing 
politics on campus.

Last week, Coalition senators struck down 
a bill that would require all students pay 
a compulsory administration fee of $250 
at the start of every academic year. It trig-
gered a Pavlovian response. It was not so 
long ago (2006 in fact) that pitched battles 
were fought over the introduction of VSU. 
In those days the Sydney University Liberal 
Club (SULC) valiantly clashed at numerous 
marches with NLS/Unity forces, which re-
sulted in a slew of student positions being 
won in SRC and Union elections. 

Last month, as Justin Simon and Abi Shead 
completed their terms on Union Board, 
the Sydney University Liberal Club lost 

their last seat at the student representative 
table. Why did they disappear? Will they 
be around for SRC elections? Who cares?

The Sydney University Liberal Club, like 
other Liberal organisations are notoriously 
unpopular amongst students. Add to that a 
party divided into classic liberal and con-
servative factions, and their desirability at 
the ballot box further lowers.

Perhaps most importantly, they just plain 
fail at campaigning and elections. Sasha 
Uher, current President of the SULC says, 
“I would say that Liberal students aren’t as 
natural campaigners or ‘activists’ as some 
of the left groups.”

SULC member and ex-Board Director 
Justin Simon points to the failed Sasha for 
Union Board campaign in 2008 as a great 
example, “the execution on the day was 
definitely something we had issues with”. 

With campaigning at USYD not a great in-
tellectual exercise, why then have the Lib-
erals failed to fight tooth and nail for votes? 

“We generally accept the status quo and 
don’t like to ‘make a scene’, which makes 
getting your message across on campus a 
little difficult”, says Sasha. It sure does.

Which leads perfectly to the final reason, 
the emergence of the WHIGS on campus. 
The sole founder of the club, Andrew 
Coleman, has filled the vacuum with a po-
litical alternative to the in-your-face Leftist 
groups,  with a body whose pragmatic con-
servatism is built around providing balance 
to a debate. Coleman says, “It is probably 
fair to say that our rise has been aided by 
the poor performance of Liberal students 

around the country.”

Going into next months SRC elections, the 
SULC will be led by the aforementioned 
Sasha Uher. Although she would not reveal 
the Young Libs’ plans for the elections, 
when asked about the issues that they 
would be running on, I was not surprised 
by her answer: “The main one is voluntary 
student unionism”.

With the status quo maintained, Uher said 
that the Libs would be pushing for less 
academic bias in lecture theatres and tute 
rooms, and also “raising awareness of anti-
Israel bias and anti-semitism on campus”. 

As SRC Presidents and Honi tickets pound 
the pavement come September there is 
little doubt that the Libs will be left again 
to stand around, be ‘babes’ and be reliant 
on party identification to get them over 
the line in the SRC and NUS poll. A move 
away from its vote rigging, Honi-drowning 
history. 

Hey, is Mal-colming?

Whatchu chalkin bout?
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Tell us a little about your current re-
search interests. 
I’ve recently published two volumes of 
essays, and am now finishing a book on 
the Brancacci Chapel frescoes in Flor-
ence, which are less well known than 
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel frescoes, but 
just as important in the history of western 
art. I’m also beginning a big project on 
Florentine urban culture in the fifteenth 
century. All my work in one way or another 
looks at how groups of people are bound 
together in society, whether by marriage, 
occupation, religion, gender, concepts of 
honour or some other factor.

As a historian and lecturer, how do 
you feel about the current state of 
higher education in Australia? 
As a nation we don’t take it seriously 
enough. That’s not just frustrating, it’s 
dangerous, because universities – and par-
ticularly Faculties of Arts – are where we 
learn to think in the deepest sense about 
who we are, and to understand how our 
own and other cultures work. Recently 

Australians have had glimpses of what can 
happen when we convince ourselves that 
we are right. Universities don’t just impart 
knowledge; they teach us how important it 
is to doubt ourselves.
But I have too many enthusiastic and 
dedicated colleagues – and too many good 
students – to be pessimistic. 

What changes would you perhaps 
like to see? 
There is no excuse for not returning to 
the totally free higher education system 
brought in by the Whitlam government. 
In crude terms this would in the long term 
boost wealth; much more importantly, it 
would enrich our society in ways that can’t 
be counted in dollars. I would also like a 
maximum tutorial size of 10 students; the 
hiring of academic staff in areas we don’t 
even cover any more; a career path into 
academia for the many brilliant students 
who would love to follow it; a retreat from 
the insidious business model that has 
invaded much of our culture. The univer-
sity should be a haven from, not an exten-

sion of, the social Darwinism that pervades 
so much of our society.

Finally, do you travel often to Italy? 
Can you perhaps tell us your most 
memorable experience?
Frequently (not enough!). Best experi-
ence: Sicily, 1995. In one day, within a 
half-kilometre radius in central Palermo, 
I took a group of students to see a Ren-
aissance town square, then the Baroque 
palace where the Burt Lancaster film, The 
Leopard, was filmed. I read the ‘Ballroom’ 
chapter to the group in the ballroom where 
the scene was shot. When the lights failed I 
got lost looking for the footman and ended 
up in the private apartment of the Prince 
who owned the palace, where he kept his 
portrait of Adolf Hitler. We had dinner in 
a seafood restaurant called “Shanghai”, 
which serves no Chinese food but whose 
owner reads you his own bad poetry. That 
evening we saw a 19th-century puppet play 
of the medieval Song of Roland. I’m still 
processing all this.

Italy, History and Higher Education
STAFF INTERVIEW Will Atkinson poses a few questions to Nick Eckstein, Cassamarca Senior Lecturer in Italian History.

Simon Cowell hopes it’s just a phase.

It’s quite embarrassing, really, but as a 
planet we’re losing one of our largest 
possessions – it’s round, grey, roughly 
one fiftieth of the size of our lovely green-
blue ball and has been the source of hu-
mankind’s wonder and amazement for 
millennia.  I’m talking, of course, about 
our own moon.

Since Neil and Buzz took our race’s first 
lunar stroll exactly 40 years ago last 
month, it has drifted more than 1.5m 
further away from us – we are, quite lit-
erally, losing our collective gravitational 
grip on the moon.

But how is this happening?, I hear the 
clamouring throngs cry.  Well, it has to 
do with the fact that the tides are, by and 
large, a result of the moon’s gravitational 
pull on the earth – the side of the earth 
that’s closest to the moon gets pulled 
more than the side furthest away.  This 
results in two ‘bulges’ – one where the 
ocean is pulled lots more than the solid 
earth, the other on the other side of the 
globe where the ocean gets left behind.  

With me so far?  Good.  Now the weird 
part.  ‘Cos the Earth’s not perfectly 
spherical, and we have all these an-
noying things like continents getting in 
the way of the oceans, the bulges aren’t 
uniform, and they don’t line up directly 
with the moon itself.  As the Earth spins, 
the high tides get ‘pushed’ slightly fur-
ther around the Earth’s surface than they 
would otherwise be (like the bow wave 
of a ship, only slightly bigger…).  

This large mass of water has a gravita-
tional attraction of its own, and the bulge 
closest to the moon ‘pulls’ it forward 
ever so slightly in its orbit around the 
Earth.  This effectively speeds up the 
moon, causing it to move further away 
from the Earth (imagine a car going 
around a bend – the faster you go, the 
harder it is to corner tightly).  

The upshot of all this?  Every century the 
moon drifts just under 4m further away 
from us.  But it’s a long, slow process, so 
all you aspiring Romeos out there can 
rest assured that those romantic moonlit 
nights will still be around for a while.
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Beautiful but deadly
Bronwyn Cowell tells us how Yellowstone might destroy America, thus doing the terrorists’ job for them.

If the world ends some time in the near 
future, it won’t be because of global 
warming, nuclear war or the sun explod-
ing into a red giant. No, it will be because 
much of North Western America has been 
blown sky-high by a huge volcanic explo-
sion. Welcome to the apocalypse baby, Yel-
lowstone style.

Yellowstone National Park is the world’s 
first national park, deemed an area of par-
ticular natural wonder and worthy of pres-
ervation in 1872 by US President Ulysses S 
Grant. It is 2,219,789 acres of forest, lakes, 
geysers, pools of bubbling mud and boiling 
water, canyons and mountains. It incor-
porates Yellowstone and Grand Teton Na-
tional Parks, surrounding national forests 
and other areas of undeveloped land. 

Its meant to be incredibly, mind-bogglingly 
beautiful, and about 2 million people visit 
each year to walk the trails, gawk at geysers 
like Old Faithful (so named because it reli-
ably erupts roughly every 90 minutes) and 
pursue all manner of other wholesome 
outdoor pursuits.

What risk then is posed by such splendour? 
Well, along with being a pretty excellent 
place to spend your long weekend, the 
whole area is extremely seismically unsta-
ble, and the park itself sits atop the Yel-
lowstone Caldera, the largest supervolcano 

in the Americas. To give you an idea of the 
scale of the damage when such a volcano 
decides to blow, there was an eruption 
about 1.2 million years ago that sent 280 
km³ of volcanic material into the air. This 
is considered to be on the smallish side for 
Yellowstone eruptions. Yikes. The ‘caul-
dron’ of the volcano is so big that the US 
Geological Survey (USGS) couldn’t really 
get a handle on it via traditional surveying 
techniques, and were only able to confirm-
ing its existence once they got their hands 
on pictures from space. 

As a side note, apparently many Americans 
are stunned to learn all this about their 
beloved park. The notion that perhaps a 
bubbling, hot, unstable surface may betray 
an equally bubbling, hot, unstable under-
ground appears to have escaped them.

People are right to be concerned about the 
outcome of seismic activity in the area. 
Simply put, if Yellowstone decided to erupt 
in any serious fashion, much of human-
ity would probably die a pretty unpleasant 
death. There would obviously be those 
killed in an initial eruption, thanks to lava 
flows, explosions of rock and ash, and mud 
slides. A larger area would fall prey to a 
pyroclastic cloud, of the sort that engulfed 
thousands of square miles of Washington 
state wilderness after the eruption of Mt 
St Helen’s in 1980. A pyroclastic cloud is 
a big, hot, swiftly moving cloud of super-
heated gas, rock and ash, and Dante’s Peak 
aside, they’re pretty tricky to outrun.

Wider destruction would occur over a 
slightly longer time period as the sun is 
blacked out and the world cooled by the 
thick blanket of ash that would be sent into 
the air. Yellowstone has experienced 3 big 
eruptions that geologists know of and each 
of these blanketed most of North America 
and the Pacific Ocean in ash. It is believed 
these eruptions affected big changes in 
world weather patterns and were such an 

explosion to occur today, agriculture and 
fishing would grind to a sudden and prob-
lematic halt and water supplies would be 
undrinkable.

Realistically, the Yellowstone supervolcano 
is unlikely to blow in our lifetime, or even 
in the lifetime of our great, great grandkids. 
Nobody in charge seems all that worried, 
and the USGS keeps a pretty good eye on 
things through the Yellowstone Volcano 
Observatory – monitoring the thousands 
of small quakes and shifts in the crust that 
occur every year. They have calculated that 
the yearly probability of another caldera—
forming eruption to be about 1 in 730,000 
or 0.00014%. 

So it’s profoundly unlikely. It is interesting 
however to ponder just how helpless we 
are to understand, let alone control such 
a geological wonder. On their Yellowstone 
– FAQ webpage, the US National Parks 
Service is presented with the query - “What 
is Yellowstone doing to prevent an erup-
tion?” The NPS cheerily responds, “There 
is nothing that can be done to prevent an 
eruption. [It is] beyond man’s ability to 
influence - much less control.”

That blows

You don’t understand the gravity of the 
situation.

Ignoring this 
would be sheer 

lunarcy.



John Stewart vs. Steven Colbert 
The case for 
Stewart...
Bronwyn Cowell

I love John Stewart with an abiding passion 
and am relatively certain I will marry him 
one of these days. He’s smart, funny, good-
looking in a cerebral sort of way, and seems 
like a genuinely doting dad to his very cute 
kids. Colbert is less smart, less funny, not 
good-looking in any way and I don’t even 
know if he has kids. 

Colbert is a classic one-trick pony. His 
ignorant, bullish, wing-nut character is 
comedy gold, no doubt, emulating all too 
accurately the true wackos of the right – 
your Sean Hannitys, Rush Limbaughs and 
Ann Coulters. But after several seasons, 
the joke (and there is only one) has started 
to wear very thin indeed.

Stewart on the other hand can do earnest, 
enraged, cynical, exasperated, confused, 
bemused and just plain amused in equal 
measure. He is a far better interviewer 
than Colbert, who is clearly from the Oprah 
school of interviewing i.e. it’s all about the 
host. Sure, this is intended to play to Col-
bert’s egomaniacal onscreen character, 
but it makes watching the show a deeply 
irritating experience.

People of all political persuasions like 

Stewart – he’s known for having a truly 
curious mind that will listen to any perspec-
tive, and so more people, of more diverse 
opinions, are willing to be guests on his 
show. Partisanship however is Colbert’s 
bread and butter. The whole joke relies on 
taking the piss out of anyone to the right of 
Bill Clinton. This is funny most of the time, 
and I concede that The Colbert Report is in-
tended to be comedy, but Stewart manages 
to be funnier than Colbert at the same time 
as being fairer and more interesting.

The case for 
Colbert...
Mark Di Stefano

There is no doubt Colbert owes his career 
to Stewart. Famously creating a niche at the 
Daily Show, Colbert was given the Report 
in 2004 by Stewart’s production company 
(he remains his Executive Producer). But 

from then Colbert dominates Stewart, 
spurning a new genre of American comedy 
(ever seen Team America?).

Firstly, Colbert is an actual comedian. 
When a clip plays from the daily news, 
he tells a joke. Unlike Stewart who relies 
on a team of writers who dig through 
the C-Span archive, and pair it with their 
host’s stereotyped impressions or funny 
faces. Compare Stewart’s tired and repeti-
tive hosting of three consecutive Oscars, to 
Colbert’s gutsy and fresh roast of GWB at 
the White House Correspondent’s Dinner 
in 2006. No match.

Secondly, Colbert has made the transi-
tion to criticising the Obama/Democrat 
administration. Unlike his counterpart’s 
awkward readjustment, Colbert has taken 
a sword dripping with illogical right wing 
disdain to Obama’s military withdrawals 
and health care plan, highlighting the Left’s 
shortcomings and false promises. 

Thirdly, his popularity has led to: his 
portrait hanging in the Smithsonian; es-
tablishing Wriststrong, a red wrist banded 
charity campaign raising awareness for 
weak wrists; creating a word that has been 
validated by Miriam Webster (‘truthiness’); 
and perhaps most importantly, running for 
president. Colbert is a cultural zeitgeist, a 
zeitgeist that reveals the idiocy of America.

We report. You smirk smugly.

Mayor Gianluca Buonanno of Varllo 
Sesia, northern Italy, has banned Muslim 
women from wearing the swimsuit 
known as a burqini, a garment consisting 
of veil, tunic and loose leggings. Announc-
ing his decision, the notoriously anti-
immigration Mayor declared, “The sight 
of a ‘masked woman’ could disturb small 
children!” Well, small children can also 
be startled by a plate of vegetables, what 
else have you got? “We don’t have to be 
tolerant all the time!” insisted Gianluca. 
Commentators of Italian politics say this 
decision is consistent with Gianluca’s ‘Dif-
ferent People are Weirdos’ policy which 
he unveiled last month. 

Canadian PM Stephen Harper’s office 
issued a press release after he visited 
Iqaluit, a town in the country’s Arctic ter-
ritory of Nunavat. The press release out-
lined various developmental projects the 
PM intended to initiate in the region but 
in doing so unfortunately misspelled the 
name of the town Iqaluit as ‘Iqualuit’. Just 
a harmless typo, right? Wrong – the word 
‘iqualuit’ means ‘people with unwiped 
bums’ in the local language. You know, 
people with crappy pants, or in the Aus-
tralian vernacular, being ‘shit-arsed’. The 
PM’s office issued a subsequent statement 
about the importance of spelling, which 
failed to wipe any of the crap off the butt 
of the situation.



Saucy SUPRA 
scandal 
We thought that the The Sydney Univer-
sity Post-Graduate Assocation (SUPRA) 
were the grown-up, sensible, go-to-bed-
early version of our own SRC.  At a recent 
SUPRA meeting,  however, Honi found 
out how wrong we were. During the said 
SUPRA meeting, a female councillor mes-
saged a missing fellow councillor asking if 
he would be attending a planning meeting, 
to which he replied: ‘can’t make it. My 
dick’s to [sic] bony’. Much of the following 
meeting was spent experimenting with 
predictive text to see if he had made an 
innocent mistake. He hadn’t. The  council 
said they are looking at removing the dis-
graced member, and SUPRA is now in the 
process of reviewing their sexual harass-
ment policy.   

Honi on a roll
The alleged ‘Labor ticket’ running to edit 
Honi next year includes, according to a 
source, Jonathan Ribot, Antonia Yue and 
four other unidentified ‘NLS people’. Scott 
Brownless, however, has fervently denied 
he is running and Noah White says the 
ticket has not been endorsed by NLS. We 
also heard, in an email enticingly titled 
‘Here’s a rumour for you’, of a ticket in-
cluding: Lewis d’Avigdor, Daniel Graham, 

Robbie Jones, Antares Wells, Sen Raj 
Hector Andrews, Cameron Grover, Ann 
Luff and Anna Wright-Hands.

The League of Green

Last semester, Honi ran a story in Rumour 
Mill about Tom Green, the eccentric 
WHIGS President, who had planned 
an SRC ticket called ‘The Tom Green 
Experience’. The plan involved running 
an SRC ticket consisting entirely of 
people named Tom Green. The candidate 
deadline for application to run in the SRC 
elections closes this Tuesday, and Tom 
has apparently found enough namesakes 
at University to continue with the re-
christened ‘The League of Tom Greens.’ He 
has allegedly approached Russel Schmidt, 
current SRC General Secretary to run with 
them for President, bestowing upon him 
the title of ‘Honorary Tom Green’ Honi 
thinks this is probably as farcical as an 
SRC election will ever get, and that’s saying 
something.

How frustrating are PDAs? ‘Get a room’ 
doesn’t quite summon the whole revul-
sion that retches up from some deep, 
deeply offended part of our frame at the 
sight of two canoodlers in public.

We’ve all seen them, limbs akimbo, wall 
or park bench defiled, clothes flipped 
about in a whirlwind of passion. Hor-
mones race through slutty bodies. Inap-
propriate fondling excites ever-greater 
passion.

Mouths shut! Tongues retracted! Hands 
on knees! These are the proper posi-
tions of the generally visible human. If 
people want to exchange the serums they 
naturally excrete, they should do it some-
where only voyeurs can see.

I don’t want to be a part of it without my 
consent!

The whole thing represents the decay of 
Western culture. There was a time—O 
that it still were!—when to walk down the 
street was a wholesome affair. Sure, you’d 
see the odd fly-blown corpse, rotting with 
the remnants of the plague that killed it. 
Sure, you’d come across a bawd or two, 
selling their slaves to passing men. Sure, 
jews had to wear special hats and to be 
dark-skinned was to be enslaved.

But at least people left their trousers on 
and propriety firmly in view.

But let’s be serious for a moment. Clearly, 
the reason for our disgust lies somewhere 
deeper than mere politeness. Obviously, 
to feel an emotion so strongly, we must be 
controlled by some evolutionarily-coded 
instinct. Or perhaps we are thoroughly 
acculturated to revile others’ indecorum.

These explanations fall flat. Evolution 
likes sex. Everyone knows that. To help 
genes survive, evolution favours any ad-
aptation that makes animals more virile.
Why would evolution make us hate fore-
play unless it’s not on display?

Clearly, the answer is jealousy. Why 
can’t we be there, on the bench, our flesh 
stroked and pressed, our hair tousled, 
our mouths invaded by jabbing tongue, 
our dignity assaulted by glorious proto-
copulation?

Why can’t we be holding that trembling 
form against our own, in the not-quite 
throes of restricted passion? Why can’t 
we sully our neighbour’s eye with the 
outward signs of our affection?

My answer to those who ask these ques-
tions is ‘bad luck, you’re probably ugly’! 
Now excuse me, I need to go mack out 
in a park.

GOT A BEEF?
honi2009@gmail.com

Public displays
of affection
Ironically, Michael Falk wrote this on his PDA.

For the authors of social policy, the 
demands of budget, logistics, workforce 
and public sentiment all weigh heavily. 
However, over the last ten years Australia 
has increasingly rejected one of our most 
powerful public policy tools. 

Human rights have come to be associated 
with a licence to spend extravagant sums of 
money on causes which are not economi-
cally viable, or protecting the rights of the 
few against some antithetical and rather 
‘obvious’ greater good. Debates around 
aboriginal housing, child protection, le-
galisation of the abortion drug RU486 and 
asylum seeker detention, have all recently 
experienced the rejection of ‘human rights’ 
discourse by a variety of conservative 
thinkers- often intelligent and fiscally re-
sponsible people who uphold the skeletal 
rights of our Constitution as adequate, or 
defend the utilitarian position that govern-
ment must protect the greatest good for 
the greatest number.  

Policy dictated by media and election 
cycles often make informed and in depth 
consultation with affected groups impos-
sible. Thus, the human rights approach is 
rejected because it is too costly, does not 
address the ‘real’ issues or constituency, or 
some other similar objection.  
It is a great shame that one of the world’s 
most vibrant and robust modern democ-
racies has, at the federal level, rejected so 
thoroughly a human rights approach. A 

human rights approach injects the social 
policy debate with the individual, but has 
never been blind to the realities of policy 
making, nor the constraints of the budget. 
Human rights advocates have always been 
concerned with the balancing of rights 
against each other - balancing the rights of 
citizens against those of their fellows, and 
the rights of a individual in one area which 
may conflict with their rights in another. 

The strength of a human rights approach, 
combined with other social policy tools 
such as population modelling and cost-
benefit analysis, is its ability to centre 
policy development around the individuals 
receiving services. Participation in service 
design promotes more efficient service 
delivery through incorporating client 
feedback for more targeted and responsive 
services, and providing integrated service 
delivery models for families with complex 
needs. 

Human rights muscled its way into 
common parlance after years of interna-
tional and civil war, race riots, segregation 
and restricted suffrage. Democracies have 
grown from the public’s desire for control 
over their destiny, for a fair trial, and for 
protection from the myriad, unpredictable 
tribulations that befall each new genera-
tion. It’s time for the Australian public to 
embrace human rights.

Christina Kenny

Tom Greens, or More Gents?
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On the Verge
of a Festival
Paul Mackay caught up with the Verge Festival’s directors Roslyn Russell and Jehan Kanga.

Verge is the University of Sydney’s annual 
arts festival. Over the first two weeks of 
September, hundreds of artists, thousands 
of students and millions of ideas combine 
to showcase a diverse range of music, 
visual art, stage, film, and discussion.

Verge has been called Australia’s 
largest and most prestigious student-
run arts festival – how does it come 
to be you guys at the helm?

JK: I’ve known about Verge for many years 
but it wasn’t until a good friend of mine 
gave me the forms that I thought I should 
get involved. I never thought I’d get the 
job and even when we were told we’d be 
directing the festival, the massive scale of 
the task ahead of us hadn’t dawned on me. 
It was only when I first met Ros and we 
talked for four or five hours about the ideas 
we had that it occurred to me.
RR: And we were all like, “Oh my God, 
what have we applied for?!”

What are your backgrounds, and 
what brings you to apply in the first 
place?

JK: Well I’m from the classical music indus-
try; I do a lot of artistic direction, specialis-
ing in early music and opera, but only for 
small groups and events. It never occurred 
to me that I’d enjoy being the person to call 
on, to ask all the people that I know in the 
industry if they want to perform, if they 
want to help out, to give opportunities to 
students. It’s been really worth it to give 
students the opportunities to learn from or 
see these professionals, to have a budget at 
make things happen.
RR: I study Media/Communications, 
which has very indirectly forged a path for 
me to Verge – I completed an internship 
with the Sydney Festival over the summer 
and that inspired me to want to be part 
of the festival world. In very short terms, 
that’s how I end up here.

You guys didn’t know each other 
beforehand – were you scared you’d 
not get along, or that your vision 
would clash?

RR: It never even crossed my mind. The 
first day we met I was nervous, but one 
Saturday morning we went down to Badde 
Manors to go through some ideas and get to 

know each other and ended up being there 
for five hours – we didn’t stop talking, we 
just talked and talked and talked – all of 
our ideas and everything. We got on like 
a house on fire and it’s been great ever 
since. And the great thing about not having 
known each other beforehand is that our 
social circles are so different that we’ve got 
double the people to draw on.
JK: It’s also good to meet new people and 
get to know people. It’s nice to be exposed 
to that. At uni you think you know every-
one who’s involved then all of a sudden 
you get introduced to a whole new bunch 
of people.
RR: And that’s how we’ve curated our festi-
val, from the idea that we’ve got all of these 
people who Jehan knows from the classical 
music scene, and people I know from the 
more contemporary art or music world, 
and fusing those two worlds together is 
what we’ve done with the program.

Talk me through the process – what’s 
happened since you were chosen, 
had that first meeting till now, when 
a whole festival’s about to begin?

RR: I see it in an idealistic, dreamlike state. 
We conjured up all the crazy ideas we’d 
love to do, then went through a period of 
asking people to help us out, and finding 
the artists to do that, then we curated the 
actual program – that was probably the 
most exciting thing – then the last two 
weeks has been sorting everything out to 
the most minute detail. How it’s all going 
to play out from security, to catering to 
cleaning.
JK: To knowing how many power points 
are in a particular room.

Are you drawing on past Verges, 
or do you see this year more as a 
point of departure from previous 
festivals?

RR: Last year they really based the Verge 
idea on that of a fringe festival. This year we 
are keeping that student vibe, and bringing 
the campus communities together, but at 
the same time it’s a point of departure in 
that we’ve really stepped it up in the scale 
of programming content.
JK: We really wanted to engage people in 
different sectors of the university. We’re 
running an enviro-panel and we’ve been 
speaking with the Environment Collectives 
and groups on campus – they wouldn’t 

usually be involved in an arts festival but 
we feel it’s really important that these stu-
dents are engaged.
RR: The external artists and speakers 
that we’ve brought in are well known in 
the wider community, so that’s another 
example of us stepping away from the 
fringe idea – really making it a classy, 
cutting edge festival.
JK: It’s appropriate for people off campus 
to get in and be involved – it’s very much 
catered to adults and young people in the 
broader community.

You mentioned new enviro-initia-
tives – where does this fit in?

JK: It comes down to a lot of the details in 
the way we run events – from the programs 
that are printed on recycled paper with soy-
based inks, to the actual content.
RR: We’ve got an environment panel, we’ve 
a culture jam where bands play on a solar 
powered stage and artists paint eco-art, and 
artists are putting up installations around 
campus with recycled materials – it comes 
in where we can, to make a difference.

The programme’s just been released, 
what do people have to look forward 
to? What are you most looking 
forward to?

JK: From my side of things, I do a lot of 
singing and conducting, so if you like that 
sort of stuff you really should be looking 
forward to The Song Company because 
they’re going to be here for two weeks in 
residence doing all sorts of concerts – we’ve 
managed to get the law library space on 
Friday the 4th of September, the big Star 
Trek style shaft to perform in. Also, they’re 
doing a big concert in The Great Hall on the 
1st of September which will be awesome 
too, but they’re also doing masterclasses 
with students prior to events.
RR: One of my favourites will definitely be 
the Chai and Verge Art Night Markets, at 
the Chai night we have a triple bill: Hobo 
Bordeaux, Rumpunch and The Barons of 
Tang from Melbourne all performing in 
the Festival Tent that night – we’re con-
verting it into a hippie den and serving 
people tea, and dancing a lot – that’ll be 
good. The other one that I’d say is going to 
be awesome is the film night in the Quad. 
Funk band,  The Fuji Collective is impro-
vising to a silent film by Rolf de Heer called 
Dr. Plonk.

So with new spaces such as the Jane 
Foss Russell Plaza and Verge Art 
Gallery, as well as traditional spaces 
such as the Quad, how do you plan 
on using the “canvas” of USYD to 
house events?

RR: One of the funnest things as a Director 
has been exploring the University, I see it 
in such a different way now.
JK: We’re always asking – how can we put 
a concert on there, and how can we make 
that look really silly? You learn to see eve-
rything as a stage.
RR: Yeah, so we’re using the main venues 
like Hermann’s, Manning and the Festival 
Tent, but we’ve stuff happening in the law 
lounge, the Verge Gallery, in the Quad, 
stuff happening on Eastern Avenue.
JK: That’s really important – Eastern 
Avenue – last year because of the con-
struction they didn’t have use of it. It’s 
now a brilliant space to use and connect 
everything.
RR: You walk down it and just want to do 
something crazy.

Finally, where do you see Verge 
fitting in within the broader cultural 
scene, within Sydney and Australia 
– is it something that’s important?

RR: I think it’s something that’s becom-
ing more important and it’s something 
that’s growing and becoming recognised as 
something important for the Sydney com-
munity. I think the main reason for that is 
that Verge is Sydney’s future of ideas, in 
this hub of two weeks, and it’s everyone’s 
opportunity to showcase that and see 
what’s going on, the most exciting stuff is 
happening.
JK: Sydney University is generating the 
next wave of public intellectuals, artists, 
even professionals who have an interest in 
the arts. It’s very important for culture in 
Sydney and we’re seeing ourselves in that 
light, positioning Verge as the thing to do 
in September in Sydney – that’s our focus, 
our goal. 

In 2009 the Verge Arts Festival will fuse 
breathtaking classical and traditional art 
with the most cutting-edge, innovative 
and boundary-breaking art on campus 
and in the wider Sydney community.

HONI RECOMMENDS

Opening Night Party
August 28, 7pm – Festival Tent

The Song Company
September 1, 7pm – Great Hall

Verge Chai Night
September 4, 8pm – Festival Tent

Dr Plonk vs. The Fuji Collective
September 10, 6pm – The Quad 

See the Verge website for more information: 
www.vergeartsfestival.com



The old often want to tell you that they did 
it the hard way, whether they’re disabled, 
or able bodied. My university experience 
was very different; I don’t know that it 
was any harder or any easier. When I went 
to university in 1967 there were very few 
disabled people at universities around 
Australia, and there were no computers. 
Being blind, I had to have everything read 
to me via mouth. I used tape recorders to 
keep material, but I had to remember it. A 
lot of my students and family would read 
for me. You could always get someone to 
read Criminal Law, but you could never 
get someone to read the Statute of Uses. In 
many ways that was quite hard, although I 
think that study forty years ago was easier. 
There wasn’t the huge amount of legal 
material that there is today. The law was 
less complicated and expectations were 
smaller. 

Obviously it was still quite hard to get all 
that stuff read onto tape. What changed my 
life was the advent of computers in the mid 
to late 1980s. I now have synthetic speech 
programs and a scanner to scan books. 
Having this technology gave me extraordi-
nary independence. I could now read back 
what I had written – I wrote my first book 
from memory. I wouldn’t want people to go 
back to the way I had life. I think it meant I 
had to work incredibly hard, and I had no 
room for social activities, and I don’t think 
that was very healthy. I would have loved to 
have been a barrister, but not being able to 
read documents quickly I thought I had to 
do something where I could be in control, 
so I became an academic. I still had to get 
things read on tape until after I became an 
Associate Professor. 

Most blind students can access this technol-
ogy. There are bursary programs through 
Vision Australia, of which I’m the deputy 
chair, and government programs to make 
the technology more available. For people 
with disabilities, life has become easier.

 Generally speaking, American universities 
have been better at dealing with disabled 

students. They have been dealing with the 
problem longer, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act 1990 has ensured access 
and people have taken legal action to 
ensure access. I think we’re doing reasona-
bly well. If you register with the University, 
the Disability Office works out a disability 
plan for you; say if you need extra time for 
an examination, or, of course, assistance 
for my sisters and brothers in wheelchairs, 
or those who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

A lot of it has to do with making all of us 
more visible and making staff aware of us. 
I think our challenge is to explain to our 
staff, particularly with regard to psycho-
social disabilities, that there might be 
some cognitive issues to do with autism, 
but that doesn’t mean that this person is 
not clever, or isn’t capable or shouldn’t be 
given an opportunity. Some staff members 
have a disabled person in their class and 
they’ve never talked to a person with a 
disability before, so it’s a matter of us all 
becoming more used to one another. I 
think we do pretty well, but I came to this 
university as a professor, not a student, 
and I’ve been given a lot of help. I get ten 
extra hours a week, a PhD student helps 
me to download cases, but maybe I have 
some pulling power. I think it’s harder for 
young persons with disabilities. 

For a person with a disability to go onto 
university you need real convincing, very 
strong family support and you need to 
have teachers at high school who believe in 
you. I came from quite a poor background 
a long time ago, and I had some extraordi-
nary teachers who believed in me, I think 
they might be surprised I ended up Dean 
of this place.  For all of us to go to univer-
sity we need love from our family and we 
need people to believe in us, but those of 
us who have significant disabilities need 
that in full measure, just because it’s been 
tough.

As for those with disabilities, there are 
a few of us who are geniuses (not me) 
and there are a few of us who are sons of 
bitches, and most of us are pretty much 
in between. I think that’s the same for any 
social group. We people with disabilities 
are no different; we’re not saints, we’re 
not sinners, we’re just like the rest of the 
human family.

ron mccallum, EX-DEan oF SYDnEY laW ScHool Dan SmITH, arTS II

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

“Sometimes you have to run yourself 
into the ground, hit rock bottom and that 
will teach you to modify your lifestyle 
and your expectations.”
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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I suffer from  Myalgic Encephalomyelitis, 
the technical term for Chronic Fatigue Syn-
drome and Fibromyalgia. I was diagnosed 
with ME/CFS in Year 10 and Fibromyalgia 
five years later. 

As part of my illness, I have constant pain 
in my legs, and I feel pretty run down and 
exhausted a lot of the time. I’ve learnt how 
to cope with it though. By eating regularly, 
every hour or so, I’m able to stay pretty 
much on top of my fatigue. At uni, I need 
to plan out where I’m going so that I have 
time to get from one class to the next, plus 
find time to have a snack. Exam times are 
always terrible because there’s so much 
on and so much is expected. But to be 
honest, it’s like with everything: you learn 
to live with it, you learn strategies to cope 
and to get past the fatigue. You learn to be 
more organised and revise early! The first 
semester here I was just flat out at exam 
time, but then I thought, “if I had started 
studying earlier, this would probably be a 
little easier”. Universal advice I guess.

My lecturers don’t know the specifics of 
my condition, but they know that I’m 
registered with Disability Services. For 
the most part, they’ve been understand-
ing. And Disability Services have been 
amazing. I get note taking and a letter of 
introduction from them which I give to my 
lecturers. This letter basically says that I’m 
a student registered with Disability Serv-
ices, and that if there are any problems, 
they should contact them. Don’t harass me 
about it. In first year, I actually gave that 
to a lecturer and she looked me up and 
down and said “What’s wrong, I can’t see 
anything wrong with you?” I just told her 
that it was all in the letter, and then turned 
around and walked away. You’d think that 
a senior lecturer would understand the 
nature of disabilities better, but you know, 
there’s always one. For the rest of the se-
mester, she was lovely though!

For the first year of being at university, I 
was commuting from the mountains, but 

last year I moved to Sydney. It was a pretty 
big change, even though I’d always been 
pretty self-sufficient at home. It means 
that if I’m not feeling well, I have to push 
through and make myself dinner. At home, 
when I was feeling exhausted, I could rely 
on there being some food in the house.

I think my condition would be a lot more 
destructive if I wasn’t so on top of it. I’ve 
had the condition for ten years now, so I’ve 
definitely worked out a system. As long as 
I plan everything out, and I know what I’m 
doing and what’s ahead of me, then it’s all 
generally okay, I just feel a bit uncomfort-
able. I work for the ME/Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome Society organising their fund-
raising and events, so I deal with a number 
of people who are new to the illness. A lot 
of mothers ring and are really frustrated 
with their boys because they’re not doing 
what’s required and aren’t being atten-
tive to the illness. I was exactly the same, 
and I learnt the hard way that I needed to 
deal with it: as sad as it is, sometimes you 
have to run yourself into the ground, hit 
rock bottom, and that will teach you that 
you have to modify your lifestyle and your 
expectations. I had a period where I was 
completely bed-bound for six months. I’d 
wake up at midday, someone would bring 
me some lunch, then I’d get back to bed, 
someone would bring me dinner, then 
again, back to bed. For six months in 1999, 
that was a daily routine. Because there’s no 
cure, and no agreed-on treatment, many 
people feel a bit lost after being diagnosed.

I would encourage all students that have 
a disability to contact disability services, 
because I think that they can make your life 
much, much easier. I know that many stu-
dents don’t contact them because there’s a 
fear of being ‘marked’ as a disabled person. 
But they’re really good, such lovely people 
and I really consider them friends. One of 
the best things about Disability Services is 
that if you need something done, they just 
do it. The rest of the university can be so 
bureaucratic, but once you build a rela-
tionship with the case workers at Disabil-
ity Services, they do everything they can to 
make life easier for you.

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

“For a person with a disability to go on 
to university you need real convincing, 
very strong family support and you need 
to have teachers who believe in you.”
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////



Fiona May Graney, econoMics social sciences/law V MarTin raFFaelle, Mphil GraduaTe and phd candidaTe 

KATHERINE CONNOLLY AND MICHAEL KRASOVITSKY 
INTERVIEWED FOUR PAST AND CURRENT STUDENTS TO 

COLOUR AN ARTICLE ON STUDYING  WITH A DISABILITY. 
THEIR STORIES, HOWEVER, ARE MOST POWERFUL TOLD IN 

THEIR OWN WORDS.
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////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

“what they had to do to me was 
actually remove the hippocampus on 
the left side of my brain to stop the 
seizures.”
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

“when you see the things that can be 
done, when you see so many people 
out there that are just doing so well it is 
really inspiring.”
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

I developed epilepsy as a child but it was 
never actually noted until my adult years. 
As a child, I had the form of epilepsy that I 
wrote my Masters of Philosophy thesis on, 
and that’s absent seizures, where suddenly 
the child will stare for a second or two and 
come back, and no-one knows that they’ve 
lost consciousness. With some kids it can 
happen up to three hundred times a day, 
so they’ll just miss what’s happening as 
they’re learning at school. 

When I was diagnosed I was working as 
an opera singer with Opera Australia, 
which I had to stop because I had started 
convulsing, having seizures. In 1998 it was 
decided that there wasn’t any medicine 
that could stop the seizures. As they were 
occurring seven times a week, there was 
no other way of stopping them except for 
brain surgery. 

In 2000 my doctors found that all of the 
area of that part of the brain hadn’t been 
removed so they needed to go back and do 
the surgery again because the seizures had 
started to become very frequent again.

It was after the second operation that 
things were more difficult, because I had to 
start a new life. I had to move into a place 
by myself and starting to do even the most 
basic things, like paying bills and buying 
food seems like something you can pick 
up very easily, but following a neurological 
surgery such as this, finding the confidence 
is really hard. You have to know that you 
can walk for half an hour to the shop and 
catch a bus back with all the groceries and 
not have a seizure. 

I still experience seizures, though less fre-
quently. The last one was on Friday. I have 
what’s called a simple partial seizure, where 
I can sense a smell, and it’s the same smell 
each time. I know from that smell that 
within 15 seconds I’m going to start having 
a convulsive seizure. On Friday I went into 
the Sports Centre and had it on the ground 
there. It’s a full convulsion, which will last 

for up to a minute. I’m not aware of what’s 
happening for about an hour afterwards. 
The other day, when I became conscious 
of what was happening, I was in my office. 
Someone I knew brought me up here and I 
was actually sitting in front of my compu-
ter when I suddenly became conscious. 

Now, the difficulty comes with reading. 
Because of the fact that the left temporal 
lobe is the part of the brain which, when 
you’re reading, recognises the reading in 
the short term memory and then passes 
the memory through an area called the 
hippocampus, which is a bridge, taking the 
information to long term memory. And 
then when you go to do any writing, your 
brain then brings it back to the front of the 
temporal lobe and you’re able to remember 
it. What they had to do to me was actually 
remove the hippocampus on the left side 
of my brain to stop my seizures. So the dif-
ficulty is, if I’m reading, I read seven pages, 
it’ll take an hour and I’ll fall asleep. 

I have a program now where I can scan any 
necessary documents onto it, then it reads 
it aloud to me. Because hearing is looked 
after by the right temporal lobe, if I can 
read and hear the information at the same 
time, I can place information in my right 
temporal lobe. This program puts reading 
and hearing together, and allows me to 
remember it. 

The symptoms mean you can very easily 
lose memory because, with myself, that 
part of my brain’s been removed. An effect 
of that will also be that I will be typing and 
that I will without realising make an error 
that I’m not aware of. I look back at it and 
can’t see the error, but if someone then 
reads it, they can see it’s an error that they 
don’t expect someone who speaks English 
as their first language to make. 

Unfortunately, there are some lecturers 
who do not understand your condition, 
and can be quite rude about it. You seem 
like you don’t have any medical problems, 
because physically you can’t see anything. 
The lack of knowledge that people have can 
cause quite a bit of arrogance in regards to 
“is there really an excuse for me making 
mistakes?”

I was born with normal hearing. As a 
toddler in the Northern Territory, in the 
tropics, I was bitten by as a mosquito and 
became really ill. I suffered from encepha-
litis, or meningitis, the doctors still aren’t 
sure exactly which one it was. I now have a 
permanent sensory neural bilateral hearing 
loss. I have worn two hearing aids since I 
was 18 months old, when my hearing loss 
was diagnosed.

Throughout primary school, high school, 
and my law degree, I have often been the 
only student in my class with a disability. 
At times, I have felt self-conscious of my 
hearing loss, and have had to awkwardly 
approach other students for notes upon 
realizing that I have mis-heard or missed 
something in class.

I have to say I found primary school and 
high school a lot easier than I found uni-
versity, because I had a close and sup-
portive network. It has been a little bit 
overwhelming coming to university, where 
you’re just a number and the lecturers 
don’t know your name. I have to introduce 
myself at the beginning of each semester 
and introduce my FM system, which is a 
microphone my lecturers wear that trans-
mits directly to my hearing aids. A lot of 
my lecturers haven’t had any experience in 
using this before, and they’ve been suspi-
cious of the technology. This can be a little 
disheartening sometimes when there is 
not that same understanding that I had 
when I was in high school, where all of my 
teachers knew me personally, and knew all 
about my hearing loss. 

I think its just the fact that university lec-
turers have so many students that they 
don’t have time to give you their individual 
attention. There are some lecturers I’ve 
had that have been absolutely fantastic. 
At the end of each lesson they have made 
sure I’ve understood difficult concepts -  so 
many of the lectures are oral, some lectur-
ers don’t use slides and sometimes I’ll miss 
the name of a case or something like that. 

It took me a few years to really utilise Dis-
ability Services Office, and its really only 
been in the last two years that I’ve really 
started to know the officers by face, and 
know their names and now feel comfort-
able with emailing them. They’re actually a 
really terrific team, especially Mary Teague. 

I worry that first year students could be 
lost in the system a little bit because there 
is no way the Disability Services can iden-
tify them if they don’t come forward. 

I do think now there is more awareness 
today, especially through government 
initiatives like ‘Don’t dis my ability’, which 
are promoting more awareness about dis-
abilities, and the fact that it doesn’t mean 
we’re any less capable or intelligent or able 
to succeed.

Every now and again you meet someone 
really brilliant. There is a deaf lawyer who 
is a practicing barrister who is extremely 
successful. Professor McCallum gave me 
his name. Every now and again you come 
across truly inspirational individuals. My 
family always send the Mouth and Foot 
Painting Artists’ greeting cards, which are 
painted by extraordinarily talented Aus-
tralian artists who are quadriplegics. When 
you see the things that can be done, when 
you see so many people out there that are 
just doing so well it is really inspiring. 

I am extremely grateful for all of the oppor-
tunities I have been given in life. I realize 
that if it were not for living in this day and 
age of advanced science and technology, I 
would not be able to hear at all and would 
be much more restricted in my life choices 
and aspirations. I am thankful for being 
born into an era of such advanced tech-
nology, and for the work of scientists and 
inventors who have contributed to hearing 
aid development.

I really think in some ways it has been a 
blessing in disguise. For example, people 
always complain about how noisy the 
library is. That’s something I’ve never had 
to put up with! I can always switch my 
hearing aids off and get complete silence. 
It really is just something I’ve learned to 
embrace, I don’t even really see it as a dis-
ability so much as just a part of me. 
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Latest Study: 
Video Games 
Make People 
Happy (So You 
Should Date 
Me, Jennifer)Eh Diary,

There are times in life where I just feel 
really misunderstood. Like that time I did 
a poo in my team mate’s shoe. Or when I 
did a poo outside some chick’s hotel room. 
Or when I helped put poo in the ice cream 
at Coogee Bay Hotel. There are times in 
life were a bloke just needs to poo. And I 
don’t think people understand that.

There are times in life where I just feel 
really misunderstood. Like when I glassed 
my girlfriend. Or when I glassed that DJ 
at the Steyne. Or when I thought, you 
know what, this glass would look great 
in your face while you give me a blowjob, 
so I glassed a girl’s face. And I don’t think 
people understand that.

There are times in life where I just feel 
really misunderstood. Like when I got 
caught taking cocaine in the cross. Or when 
I sniffed a mixture of Sudafed and sherbet 
before State of Origin. Or when I took 
ecstasy after my matches, and climbed to 
the top of the game, and became one of 
the greatest players in the game, and then 
I got outed and then my brother got outed 
for gang banging a girl. There are times in 
life where you just need some drugs. And I 
don’t think people understand that.

There are times in life where I just feel 
really misunderstood. Like when I ver-
bally lambasted a chickybabe reporter at 
the airport and got in her face. Or when 
I punched my girlfriend in the face for 
not letting me play XBox. Or when I left a 
2min voicemail on a chicks phone calling 
her a cunt for not giving me and the boys a 
chance to filry shake our sauce in her face. 
I love women, and I think they should be 
treated just like one of the boys. And I 
don’t think people understand that.

People think my whole life is about pooing, 
glassing, getting fucked and abusing 
women. And I don’t think people realise 
that I get paid to do it.

Mark Di Stefano

A LEAGUE 
PLAYER

A new study out of the University of 
Toronto has shown that video games can 
actually make you happy. When stimu-
lated by intense virtual activity like slaying 
Onyxia the dragon queen or fighting the 
zombie apocalypse, the brain’s complex 
neural pathways release over 10,000 doses 
of serotonin (the happiness hormone) 
every second – more than double the 
endorphin release associated with exer-
cise like football practice or whatever it is 
Chad does.

Previously, it had been shown that regular 
exercise and health were key to maintain-
ing a positive outlook on life however this 
new study reveals that video game usage 
is much more likely to result in individu-
als being happier and more fulfilled. Es-
pecially if they are in relationships with 
people who like the same music as them 
like we do, Jennifer.
   
 Professor Harrison was quoted as saying 
“the stereotype of the maladjusted, 
unhappy gamer only came about because 
of jocks and bullies making fun of these 
otherwise very happy people”. This new 
research suggests that if anyone is likely 
to ‘go postal’ it’s probably the jerk who 
hid my asthma medication in the guinea 
pigs’ cage even though he knows I’m 
definitely allergic to them, and would 
therefore would need my asthma medica-
tion if I went near the cage, but obviously 
I couldn’t because the medication was in 
the cage. 

Gaming appears to have all of the benefits 
of sport-practice without all the negative 
consequences like being a Neanderthal 
and thinking you’re better than every-
one else just because you can kick a ball 
further, which to be honest I could prob-
ably do all that stuff anyway, it’s just I 
enjoy playing video games more. I’m not 
ashamed of it, but I’d totally be into sport 
more if they weren’t all assholes on the 
football team. Mum says my weight is a 
glandular thing anyway, we’re a pretty 
big family just naturally, but last Summer 
we went to the beach for a holiday and 
I got really thin because I was doing all 
these exercises and there were a bunch of 
girls I made out with and stuff and they 
thought computer games were really sexy 
or whatever.

Research also suggests that people who 
are happier are better lovers and make 
better fathers, not that I’m thinking about 
that right now, obviously that’s way off in 
the future, if at all. I don’t even know if you 
want to have kids with me. I mean, some 
day it would be nice to have a family, sure 
I’d like to settle down, but don’t think I’m 
pressuring you in to this right away.

All I’m saying is, science says I would be 
a better boyfriend than Chad, who by the 
way, I heard has crabs.

Well, we try.

Michael Hing plays video games too.
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> War of the World Radio Adaption
On the Halloween Eve of 1938, Mercury Theatre on the Air performed a live Halloween special of Orson Welles’s 
classic novel War of the Worlds. Listeners across the country were fooled into believing the radio station was legiti-
mately reporting an alien invasion. Panic ensued - people fled cities, claiming they could smell poison gas and see 
fighting in the distance. Most embarrassingly, a number of astronomers from Princeton University rushed to the 
sight of Wells’s fictional alien landing to try and locate the “meteorite” they arrived upon. 

> Microsoft Buys the Catholic Church
In the technology-drunk 1990s, a press release began the rounds of the internet claiming Bill Gates had purchased 
the Catholic Church. The release quoted Gates saying that he considered religion to be a growth market, and that 
“the combined resources of Microsoft and the Catholic Church will allow us to make religion easier and more fun for 
a broader range of people”.  A number of readers telephoned Microsoft’s public relations agency to verify the news, 
prompting Microsoft to issue a formal denial of the release. 

> The Naming of Idaho
When the forefathers of the United States were coming up with names for their territories, an eccentric lobbyist 
called George M. Willing suggested ‘Idaho’,  which he pointed out was a Native American term meaning “gem of the 
mountains” and therefore a fitting title for the mountainous state. It turned out later that he’d completely invented 
the word. 

> The Feejee Mermaid
In 19th Century America, humbug extraordinaire P.T. Barnum presented  the mummified corpse of what he 
claimed was a mermaid. The creature was a grotesque half mammal/half fish and became notorious the world over, 
even causing duels over the question of its authenticity. The ‘mermaid’ turned out to be the work of an Indonesian 
craftsman, and was made, experts believe, from the tail of a fish stitched together with the torso and head of an 
orangutan. Prince Eric politely declined.

> Ern Malley and the Angry Penguin
In 1944, 22 year-old Australian Max Harris started a high-brow, modernist literary magazine called Angry Pen-
guins. He received a series of seventeen poems from a hitherto unknown writer, Ern Malley. Harris believed he’d 
found the next genius in modernist literature, and he and his incredibly pretentious literary friends released a special 
edition of Angry Penguins feature the full oeuvre of Malley’s work, titled The Darkening Ecliptic. Unfortunately for 
Harris, the poems were completely invented by two poetry sceptics. Harris never worked in the business again. 

HOW TO HIJACK 
A FACEBOOK PAGE

HYPOTHESIS
It is a devastating error to leave your Fa-
cebook page logged-in and abandoned 
in a public forum. The seamless dissem-
ination of crude status updates can ruin 
relationships, prompt a job firing, or – 
better still – cop a good ole’ Facebook 
censoring. But the fad is growing tired. 
Introducing the next frontier in social 
media shit-stirring: the Profile Hijack. 
The three essential aims of this stunt 
are to wreak havoc in an unrestrained 
fashion, to offend many and necessitate 
a highly awkward retraction from your 
target.

EQUIPMENT
A logged-in Facebook account •	
other than your own 
A sadistic bent, with scant regard •	
for the sensitivities of your victim, 
those of their online network and 
miscellaneous minority groups
Intimate personal details, learnt •	
in the utmost confidence, of your 
target 
At least one uninterrupted hour of •	
execution time

METHOD
Choose a scandalous, context-de-•	
pendant revelation, such as a mar-
riage proposal, coming-out party or 
membership of extremist lobby
In Photoshop, couple a headshot of •	
your victim with something relevant 
to your revelation (phallic is a safe 
bet), and set as Profile picture
Create a credible event announc-•	
ing the revelation, held at an ap-
propriate venue (Your Mum’s place 
is ideal), and invite as many friends 
and relatives as possible.
Search for Facebook groups per-•	
taining to the revelation, join the 
most popular, leave a note on each 
wall and add all Officers as friends 
(note: must be legit rather than sa-
tirical groups)
Edit the personal information of •	
your target in line with the revela-
tion. Outlandishness is best here.
Enter crude references appended •	
with ‘…oof, tits’,on the walls of as 
many friends as possible, including 
your own, thus impressing a feasi-
ble alibi

CONCLUSION   
Victory is in your grasp if every corner 
of your victim’s Profile is tainted with the 
desired revelation, and the most awk-
wardly intimate details splashed about 
willy-nilly. Shock value is paramount – 
though it is likely many will suspect foul 
play, it is the reaction of the select few 
who buy the case that is your ultimate 
trophy. Log out of your victim’s page, 
log into your own, make a shocked com-
ment under your victim’s new status and 
smirk smugly at the eruption of a gale-
force shitstorm.

Many people dream of running away to 
join the circus when they’re young. For 
most, this dream passes with maturity. For 
others however, (and let’s face it, if you’re 
reading this then you’re probably in this 
category) the dream never dies. If you’re 
similarly afflicted by an uncontrollable 
desire to swing, fly, jump and leap, then 
Trapeze School is just the thing for you!

Trapezing has been around for years. It 
was first invented by a Frenchman, Jules 
Leotard in 1859 when the young man con-
nected a bar to two ventilator cords in his 
father’s gymnasium. Leotard became so 
skilled in trapezeing that he performed 

with the Cirque Napoleon, beginning the 
gymnastic trilogy to define all trilogies: 
leotards, circuses and trapezes.

Until recently, trapezing had been con-
fined to circus halls and year 8 camps. But 
in the last twenty years, the activity has 
grown like wildfire within the fitness com-
munity. Like most fitness trends, it started 
in chai-sipping, yoga-craving Los Angeles, 
but today, Sydney has its very own trapeze 
school down the road from USYD in St. 
Peters.

So how does it work? There are three 
main types of trapeze. The first is the static 
trapeze, which involves artists moving 
their bodies around the bar and rope of the 
trapeze while it’s stationary. The difficult 
part about this is that there’s no gravity to 
help you gain momentum, so it’s entirely 
up to your own strength and flexibility.

The swinging trapeze refers to any act done 
on the trapeze while it’s swinging. The 
important thing about swinging trapeze 
stunts however is that the trapeze’s mo-
mentum has to be built up by the aerialist 
themself. Often, an aerialist will begin his/
her routine with a static trapeze, which then 
moves into a swinging trapeze. Swinging 
trapeze tricks, though often less physically 
demanding than static trapeze stunts, are 
much harder in some respects due to the 

coordination and timing that they require.

Finally, the flying trapeze refers to acts 
where the acrobat, or ‘flyer’, grabs the 
trapeze bar and jumps off a platform, 
letting gravity create the momentum. 
Flying trapezes are often used in routines 
requiring multiple flyers, because they 
provide the flyers with enough energy to 
jump between trapezes, or from a trapeze 
to another pedestal. 

From these three fundamental genres have 
come many variations. For example, the 
Washington Trapeze is a stunt in which 
the flyer performs a headstand on the 
bar, either while it’s in motion or while it’s 
static. If you’re interested in trapeze (and 
you should be), head around to the Sydney 
Trapeze School in St. Peters. Honi guaran-
tees a seriously swingin’ time.

Easy Peasy Trapezy
Michael Krasovitsky grips his bar tightly.

Hoaxes

They like to swing.

Hang loose.
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International Students’ Forum

Last semester the SRC identified that 
international students were one of the 
most underrepresented groups in the 
University. The SRC decided to hold 
a forum at the end of semester to talk 
about how international students can 
be best represented and how their views 
can be best expressed to the University.

Despite it being very lat in semester 
(week 13) with exams looming and not 
much notice there was relatively strong 
interest. One of the ideas that came out 
of the forum was that the SRC should 
hold regular forums for international 
students to attend and discuss topics 
that could be directly fed back into the 
University.

Last week the SRC held the first of such 
forums. The focus topic for the forum 
was travel concessions for international 
students. It was a huge success, the only 
problem being that the lecture theatre we 
book was actually much too small! Over 
150 students attended and participated 
in the discussion.

The Vice-Chancellor attended and spoke 
on the issue of travel concessions and 
students then had the opportunity to ask 
him questions and have a bit of a discus-
sion about how the University should 
be treating international students. It was 
great to see a part of the student commu-
nity, which up until now has been fairly 
unengaged take such an active role.

Student Services Legislation

Last week the Federal Senate voted on 
a piece of legislation, which the Gov-
ernment has drafted to try and protect 
student services on campus. In my 
Week one, Semester one Honi report I 
explained the legislation in detail but to 
give you a quick run down what the leg-
islation will mean is that Universities will 
be mandated to facilitate a basic level of 
student representation and support ser-
vices. For anything above and beyond 
this Universities would be allowed to 
charge a compulsory levy (up to $250 
per year), which could be deferred just 
like HECS costs. This money would be 
intended to fund things like clubs and 
societies, activism, free legal services, 
sport etc.

The legislation is intended to rectify the 
damage caused by the Howard Govern-
ments ban on Universities charging 
compulsory fees for student services 
and representation, something that was 
practised at all universities in Australia 
and most universities around the world.

You might think that seems like a silly 
idea since we already have all of those 
things at our Uni. That’s true but it is all 
being funded by the University at the 
moment. The University has recognised 
that a number of the services offered 
by the SRC, the Union and the Sports 
Union are essential and agreed to fund 
them in 2006. This is not a sustainable 
option however, and it does take away 
much needed resources from learning 
and teaching. 

The truth at most unis is that student 
services have disappeared, they don’t 
have clubs and societies, they don’t 
have student representation or a bar 
or caseworkers they can go and see 
to sort our their Centrelink issues. The 
legislation isn’t perfect but it does deliver 
desperately needed funding to student 
services.

So, last week the Senate voted on 
the legislation. The ALP needed the 
support of the Greens, and either the 
independents (Fielding and Xenophon) 
or the Nationals. Fielding being the mas-
sive douchebag that he is decided for 
whatever irrational reason he did that he 
should vote against it.

This left the Government in a situation 
where they needed to get the support 
of the Nationals. Barnaby Joyce (leader 
of the Nationals) decided that what 
every uni student actually needs is not 
counselling services, not decent food on 

So, it’s been eight months since I moved 
to the city, and I still find myself occa-
sionally pulling the grass seeds from my 
hair...Whether it’s standing on the wrong 
side of the escalator (???), screwing up 
the whole public transport process, or 
offending someone by not recognising 
their prestigious school...these are the 
least of my problems.

In fact, this is the case for most rural and 
regional students. Above and beyond the 
concept of city etiquette, issues such as 
accommodation, finances, and the tran-
sition from a small town to somewhere 
like Sydney place enormous pressure on 
students from the country.

Research undertaken by NUS reveals 
that the average cost of a regional student 

living in the city is $15-20 000 annually. 
This does not take into account start up 
costs, travelling home or the enormous 
cost of owning a car. Another alarming 
fact discovered by the Bradley Review 
Committee, is that regional students only 
make up 19 per cent of first year enrol-
ments at Australian universities. This 
is a 24 per cent under representation. 
Another survey found that 43 per cent 
of those taking a gap year were from a 
rural and regional background. This em-
phasises the need for a more accessible 
Youth Allowance.

Yet, with the government’s proposed 
changes, this process is only going to get 
harder.

The abolishment of the $18 K Gap Year 
leaves country kids hanging. I was fortu-
nate enough to take my gap year in 2008, 
which meant the twelve months spent 
working at the local Maccas in my home 
town, Inverell, paid off. In the most literal 
sense. Yet for those currently on their 
gap year, suddenly the idea of a wide 
open future- the world is your oyster- is 
narrowing. And whilst the government is 
attempting to avoid middle-class rorting 
of the system, it has failed to recognise 
the needs of country kids, which cannot 
be compared with those of their city 

counterparts.
It is a deplorable fact that students want-
ing to leave their hometown to attend 
university must buy their way out. But 
with the proposed changes this option is 
also limited. So, what can we do? Well, 
recognising that some decisions cannot 
be easily reversed, we must look for 
solutions other than reinstating the $18 
K Gap Year.  

Firstly, the government should push back 
the 2010 implementation date for the 
workforce participation criteria changes 
, which would allow students currently 
on their gap year (taken in faith of earn-
ing Youth Allowance) to access Youth 
Allowance.

Secondly, the government should lower 
the age of independence to 18, which is 
where it should be anyway, considering 
by all other law we are adults.

This would not just benefit rural and re-
gional students, but also the entire student 
body. This is why it is the responsibility 
of each student to be involved- and to be 
aware. If we don’t know the obstacles re-
stricting us, and our potential as students, 
we cannot overcome them. So, if you 
think this does not concern you- you are 
wrong.

There is talk of Australia desiring to be 
known as the ‘Smart Nation.’  But whilst 
we are working full time hours, com-
muting extensive lengths, or stressing 
over rent, we cannot possibly become 
this ideal. By lowering the age of in-
dependence to 18, this might just be a 
possibility.

By investing in us, the government would 
be investing in the future of Australia.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Report of the SRC President, Noah White//president@src.usyd.eu.au

EDUCATION REPORT
Report of Phoebe Drake, member of Education Action Group //education.officers@src.usyd.eu.au

campus; what they actually need is 
sport. Only sport. That is what Barnaby 
decided. I like sport, I like having the 
odd casual game of soccer in the park 
but I’m pretty sure that there re a lot 
of people who don’t actually want to 
play sport. Lots of people who would 
rather participate in a theatre club or 
in the chess cub or in a faculty revue.

Unfortunately Barnaby’s irrational be-
haviour didn’t stop there. On Monday 
Barnaby decided that he actually did 
support the legislation. That great, but 
it’s a whole week after the vote!

The Government has said that it will 
consider reintroducing the legislation 
now that Barbaby supports the legisla-
tion. I will keep you all updated as 
things progress.
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Dear Abe,
 
I don’t know what to 
do. I am finding my 
studies really hard 
this semester. There 
are things going on 
outside uni, and the 

subjects I have chosen are good, but I 
just don’t think I am going to do very 
well. I feel like I am a bit behind and 
don’t know if I can catch up, especially 
now that the midsemester assessments 
are coming up. I am trying to think of 
different things to do, but beyond not 
sleeping and becoming a nervous wreck, 
I don’t know. Thought you might have 
some ideas?
 
Overworked and worried
 

Dear Overworked and worried,
 
It is great that you have been able to 
identify this now. Lots of students only 
realise that they have fallen behind near 
the end of semester. Things that you can 
have a think about are:

Go and chat to your lecturers to explain 
how you feel and how you might be 
able to get back on track – that’s what 
their consultation hours are for! Things 
might not be as bad as they seem with 
some subjects. 

Ask your faculty if it is possible to have 
an academic mentor – someone to touch 
base with your studies about. Arts have a 
good system in place, and other faculties 
should be encouraged to do something 
similar. If you want help with this, go  

 
and see a caseworker at SRC HELP. (tel. 
9660 5222) 

Draw up a timetable for each hour of 
every day and map out when and where 
you will study each subject - don’t forget 
to include your relaxation time! The 
Learning Centre can help with this – 
check out their website www.usyd.edu.
au/lc 

If you think you would be better of drop-
ping some subjects so that you have a 
lighter load, you are best doing this by 
31 August. This is known as the HECS 
census date. If you drop a subject by 
31 August it will automatically show 
up as WITHDRAWN – not fail, and 
you will not be charged fees if you are 
a domestic/NZ student. If you are an 
international student you should contact  

 
SRC HELP for help making a fee refund 
application. 

If you drop a subject after 31 August, by 
11 September, you will automatically 
get a Discontinue Not Fail (DNF), not 
a Fail. You may be able to make an 
application for your fees back if there 
were extenuating circumstances since 
31 August. Contact SRC HELP for more 
information. 

Abe

This column offers students the op-
portunity to ask questions on any-
thing that may affect their “welfare”. 
This can be as personal as a question 
on a Centrelink payment or as gen-
eral as a question on the state of the 
world.  If you would like to ask Abe a 
question send an email to 
help@src.usyd.edu.au.

After the enactment of Voluntary Student 
Unionism (VSU) the SRC has been forced 
to survive on a funding agreement from 
the University. People are quick to point 
out just how good we have it at Sydney 
University where the administration 
does give us far more support than many 
of the other struggling student organisa-
tions around the country, but there are 
obviously still problems.  

Recently the SRC was invited to make a 
submission to the University about how 
much money we feel we need as an 
organisation to maintain the ‘status quo’. 
This is ridiculous considering the SRC 
was forced to forego indexation last year 
because of the GFC and now we are 
being asked to do the same when there 
is a potential for a massive increase in 
liabilities faced by the SRC on top of the 
steadily and rapidly increasing demand 
for the SRC’s welfare services. The SRC 
acts as a sort of safety-net, to try and 
curtail funding to it when students are 
struggling the most seems simply inane.  

There is extreme long-term uncertainty for 
student organisations if they are forced to 
go cap-in-hand and beg each and every 
year. Whilst student organisations should 

have some oversight brought down upon 
them, where is the sense in forcing them 
to spend all their time justifying why they 
get funding so that they can spend next 
year doing the same all over again? It 
further brings into question the integrity 
and independence of the service offered 
by these organisations. An essential part 
of the SRC’s workload is confidential 
casework and one-on-one advocacy 
to the University on behalf of students 
whose rights have been infringed upon. 
Understandably, going into battle with 
the people who pay you isn’t the most 
confidence-inspiring thing in the world 
to have to do regularly. 

What is extremely disappointing for me 
is the fact these amounts of money are 
chump change to an organisation like 
Sydney University, but the tangible and 

immediate impact on the lives of every-
day students is amazingly profound. In 
light of the Student Services Amenities 
Fee legislation going down in the Senate 
last week, sustainable and appropriate 
funding of student organisations is more 
appropriate than ever. The University 
has spent A LOT of time and money on 
marketing and branding surveys to try 
and positions themselves as ‘elite not 
elitist’ and to show they provide an open 
and inclusive learning environment. 
Here’s a novel idea, instead of lining the 
pockets of already wealthy, drastically 
overpaid and underworked consultants, 
why doesn’t the University hand over a 
tiny little bit more money to the student 
organisations and see what happens? I’ll 
wager the University wont go broke and 
world won’t implode, but who knows 
really?

So the government failed to get its CPRS 
legislation through the senate this week.  
It should come as no surprise to anyone 
that the Greens did chose not to negoti-
ate with the government.  

The scheme has just too many loopholes, 
its targets are too weak and its com-

pensation too great.  The environment 
collective has been busy debating what 
to do about the CPRS.  But that is a slight 
extension of the truth, there is almost a 
clear consensus among the environment 
movement that the CPRS is a step in the 
wrong direction, it locks in social, ethical 
and fiscal recklessness.  In a forum with 
the Environment Collective last week, 
John Kaye, NSW Greens MLC pointed 
out that some companies receiving com-
pensation are largely foreign owned, 
compensation, both in the form of cash 
and free credits is likely to flow overseas, 
in return for slow and inadequate prom-
ises tor reduce emissions. 

 The beginning of debate about compen-
sation and ‘financial assistance’ is long 
overdue.  Under both Keating/Hawke 
and Howard students have been forced 
to put up with rising HECS, an under 

resourced tertiary education system and 
inadequate financial support in the name 
of fiscal ‘responsibility’.  

But really, it is us, students who should 
be asking the government what is really 
responsible.  It seems like a bit of a joke 
that we have to get on our knees and 
plead for climate action from government 
and industry by throwing $16 billion 
dollars in cash and permits at them yet 
similar cries from students and the social 
sector go unanswered.

 There is so much more to say about the 
CPRS, how it minimises the impact of 
individual action, how it allows unlim-
ited purchase of doubtful international 
certified emissions reductions, but what 
is more important is that he movements 
are showing the way when it comes to 
climate action.  

The Environment Collective on campus 
had 34 people come to its regular orga-
nising meeting last week, small climate 
action groups are joining together to 
form a national network, activists across 
the country will take part in climate 
camp, direct action camps to demand 
real actions all across the country in the 
lead up to Copenhagen. 

 There is so much to do, all over the 
country people are telling the Rudd gov-
ernment to ‘Switch off the CPRS, Switch 
on the Renewables’, and you can too, 
come to Environment Collective, 1pm 
Mondays, Chancellor’s Lawns adjacent 
to Fisher Library.  

GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT
Report of the General Secretary, Russel Schmidt//gen.sec@src.usyd.eu.au

ENVIRONMENT OFFICER’S REPORT
Report of the Environment Officers, Raffaele Fantasia, April Crawford-Smith and Suzannah Fox

ASK ABE
SRC HELP: Level 1 (Basement) Wentworth Building, City Road Entry
9660 5222 or help@src.usyd.edu.au 
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SAAO Corner
Dear SAAO,

I am enrolled in a unit in semester two that doesn’t start 
until mid-September. I understand this is outside the 
census date of 31 August for withdrawing from units of 
study without penalty. How can I withdraw from my unit 
later if something goes wrong?

Thank you,
Just Wondering

Dear Just Wondering,

This is an interesting question that I’m sure will apply to 
a lot of postgraduate students who undertake units of 
study in block study mode. Under the refund section of 
the Student Fee Procedures (in Finance and Accounting 
Manual) there is no mention of how to apply for a 
refund after the census date.

I made a call to Revenue Services (Ph: 9351 3422) who 
are responsible for this manual. I was advised that a 
local student needing to withdraw from a unit of study 
or course after the census date should apply in writing 
to the faculty for approval (usually the Postgraduate 
Coordiantor). Once you have this approval you then 
apply in writing with the usual refund application form 
(go to http://www.science.usyd.edu.au/fstudent/
postgrad/costs.shtml and scroll down to the section 
Refunds for Coursework Programs).

You can also consult with the Student Centre who will 
be able to help you access the correct forms etc to 
apply for a refund. If you hit any problems along the 
way then come and see a SAAO!

Dear SAAOs,

II want to get access to personal information held about 
myself by the University. How do I go about doing it? 
What can I do if I am not given the information I want?

Best regards,
Looking-for-Info

Dear Looking-for-Info,

Personal information held by the University is on your 
student file. Separate files can also be generated in 
other circumstances, such as where you lodge an 
appeal to the central Student Appeals Body (SAB) or if 
you are ever accused of misconduct.

For access to a general student file, there is a form you 
can fill out and give to your Faculty Office. They should 
then make an appointment time for you to review the 
file. For information that might be held on other files a 
Freedom of Information (FOI) or Privacy and Personal 
Information Act (PIPA) application should suffice. Forms 
and further information is available from the Archives 
and Record Management (ARMS) website: http://www.
usyd.edu.au/arms/

If you are denied access to documents you ask for you 
can appeal the decision following a process outlined 
in the University’s Privacy Plan. For help filling out an 
application and advice on which application is right for 
what you want to access, there are contact details on 
the ARMS website. You should also feel free to contact a 
SAAO for help with applications and advice on appeal 
rights.

Best regards
SAAO Team

The SUPRA
Minimum resourses for          postgrads finally on the way?

The University of Sydney is the only Go8 institution not to have a minimum resources 
policy for its postgraduate students. We are also the only university in the Go8 not to have a 
Graduate School, which at other universities function as a central administrative and funding 
body for postgraduate students. As this University gets the most Commonwealth funding for 
scholarships, and has increasing numbers of both research and coursework postgraduates - all 
of which has a dollar value as well as a scholastic one - we might well ask why this is the case. 

After years of to-ing and fro-ing within the University, SUPRA’s lobbying on behalf of the 
postgraduate population may finally have paid off. It has been a stated aim of SUPRA that a 
university-wide minimum resources policy should encourage Departments and Faculties to 
adopt and create more specific policies to suit students within their discipline. The current 
Code of Practice at the University does encourage this, in very general terms, but gives neither 
Departments, Faculties, nor individual supervisors any recourse if students do not have 
adequate support. It outlines responsibilities at the level of University, Faculty, Department and 
supervisory levels, all of which are supposed to ensure that postgraduates have “an acceptable 
level of access to physical space and other facilities... to enable the project to succeed”. Nowhere 
is it stated what the minimum entitlements for postgrads should be, or what “acceptable access” 
should mean in real life terms.

Some in the University management have argued in the past that if a Minimum Resources Policy 
is put down in writing, students might complain or seek redress due to receiving inadequate or 
nonexistent access to resources and infrastructure. As if that would be unreasonable! Surely 
if students aren’t getting what they need from the University to complete their degree, that is 
huge cause for concern, and reflects badly on the University’s reputation as a centre of learning. 
It’s not just about the number of enrollments in a given degree, it’s about what proportion of 
students finish as well. A contributing factor is the lack of consultation between the University, 
Departments and students to ensure everyone has a say and problems are not only heard but 
addressed. The new Postgraduate Representative Network will be a great forum for students to 
be heard at all levels; but the University still has an obligation to ensure a minimum standard is 
met and maintained for all students, present and future.

SUPRA’s Policy on Entitlements for Postgraduate Students seeks to fill the gap, and is being 
considered with a view to implementation in some form by the Academic Board, which is 

currently reviewing the PhD resourcing 
requirements in the  PhD Review Working 
Party which SUPRA is participating in. The 
Policy proposed by SUPRA is in keeping 
with the University’s Strategic Directions 
2007-2010, advancing the following goals 
as stated by the University:
• Conduct research in a culture that 
inspires discovery and innovation
• Invest in world-class research 
infrastructure and administrative support 
services that are recognized as best 
practice
• Provide quality environments that 
encourage independent learning, peer 
interaction, effective skill development 
and a sense of enjoyment in learning
• Continue to adapt and respond to 
student feedback
• Ensure user-friendly administrative 
processes and systems which support the 
management of the entire student life 
cycle.

Following years of canpaigning SUPRA’s Policy on Entitlements for Postgraduate                           Students is being considered with a view to implementation in some form by the Academic Board.
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Raglan Street Building (G10)
Darlington Campus
University of Sydney NSW 2006
Phone: (02) 9351 3715
Fax: (02) 9351 6400
Email: admin@supra.usyd.edu.au
Web: www.supra.usyd.edu.au

Subscribe to 
SUPRA -  
it’s FREE!
By becoming a SUPRA Subscriber 
you will be able to:
•	 Access our free, confidential 

student advice and advocacy 
service

•	 Participate in SUPRA events 
and activities

•	 Receive regular email updates 
and electronic publications 
(eGrad)

•	 Use the SUPRA Resource and 
Meeting Rooms

•	 Access discounted photocopy-
ing, printing and faxing

•	 Vote or run in the SUPRA 
Council elections

•	 Actively participate in your rep-
resentative student association. 

By becoming a SUPRA Supporter 
you will be able to:
•	 Access all of the above benefits 
•	 Receive a SUPRA Supporter 

Welcome Pack (including SU-
PRA highlighter and t-shirt)

•	 Show that you appreciate the 
value of an independent stu-
dent run organisation.

Complete your subscription online 
at www.supra.usyd.edu.au/sub-
scribe then follow the links if you 
would like to become a SUPRA 
Supporter. Alternatively you can 
complete a form at our stalls or 
drop into the SUPRA office.

The SUPRA

to receive and be informed of the resources and rights this Policy 
outlines. It’s a win for SUPRA and all postgraduates that the 
Academic Board is finally taking action on this issue, and working 
with students to do it. Then this grand sandstone institution could 
lay an unchallengeable claim to being the premier destination for 
postgraduate study in Australia – and actually live up to those 
expectations.

If you would like to read SURPA’s Policy on Entitlements for 
Postgraduate Students you can download a copy from our 
website at http://www.supra.usyd.edu.au/entitlements.html or 
pick up a printed copy from our office.

Fiona Curran
SUPRA Publications Convenor
publications@supra.usyd.edu.au

12 pm  

outside  

Fisher Library

Minimum resourses for          postgrads finally on the way?

Okay, so that last point makes us sound a bit like 
cicadas emerging from a chrysalis, but you get the 
point. The University wants us to be great students, 
because it reflects well on them and they get to brag 
about; but they may at last be putting their money 
where their mouth is in terms of actually providing 
students with a minimum, equitable level of service 
support and resource access. 

Basic information for students, such as departmental 
procedures, submission and examination guidelines, 
and general resources at the university such as 
healthcare and counseling, are often overlooked 
by departments. In a recent survey conducted by 
SUPRA, only 55.3% of coursework students felt that 
policies on formatting, footnotes, and submission 
guidelines were adequately explained. 40% of survey 
respondents didn’t know that they had access to 
healthcare services on campus. 57% of research 
students believed they had received inadequate 
information on the thesis examination process. 
The University’s disability access was reported as 
“shamefully inadequate; the disabled tip each other 
off to go to other [better resourced] universities.” 

For fee-paying coursework students, local or 
international, concerns have been raised about 
increases in the cost of the degree. SUPRA’s survey 
shows that although 89% of respondents felt that 
explanations for fee increases were important or very 
important, only 9.9% reported that an explanation 
had been provided, and only 17.3% felt they had been 
given adequate notice.

More specific facilities, such as study areas that 
include free internet access, printing services, 
and exclusive workspaces, are highlighted in the 
policy document as being extremely important to 
postgraduate students, especially research students 
who are expected to work full-time-equivalent 
hours on their research projects. Less than half of 
respondents  reported that they have a designated 
computer at uni, with many sharing in a ‘hotdesk’ 
area. As one student said, “Designated computer 
and exclusive study space is my number one concern 
and biggest failure of the uni.” Obviously, access to a 
suitable working environment is highly valued, which 
can make the environment within these research 
centres tense and acrimonious due to disputes over 
desk space. Hardly the collegial atmosphere we’d 
like, especially when we’re already competing with 
each other for limited and inadequate funds to attend 
conferences or undertake overseas research as well.
It is SUPRA’s belief that all University of Sydney 
students - whether coursework or research, 
international or local, full time or part time - deserve 

Following years of canpaigning SUPRA’s Policy on Entitlements for Postgraduate                           Students is being considered with a view to implementation in some form by the Academic Board.

Come along to the rally for 
international students rights. Sign 

the petition for international  
student travel concessions  

http://www.petitiononline.com/nswcccc/petition.html
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Doo-wop 
50’s fair

Sophie Freidman put her patent shoes 
on and went swingin’.

The day dawned warm and sunny, with 
just enough of a breeze. A perfect day to 
put on my Stepford wife dress, curl my 
hair and head to Rose Seidler House at 
Wahroonga for the 50s Fair. Organised 
by the Historic Houses Trust, which looks 
after the property, it was a truly wonder-
ful day of dancing, music and just general 
mingling while soaking up the retro-ness 
of it all. 

Rose Seidler House is a mod architecture 
masterpiece designed by the famous 
Harry Seidler for his elderly parents, Rose 
and Max. It is a striking glass, stone and 
steel structure, with airy, open-plan in-
teriors and period furniture and fittings. 
When you think of the 50s, most people 
would imagine the nuclear family outside 
their quaint, picket-fenced cottage, but 
the era actually produced some innova-
tive modern design. The much lauded 
production design of Mad Men, capturing 
the (very) early 60s, owes much to design 
innovations and styles that were popular 
in the mid to late 50s. 

I arrived at 2:30 in the afternoon, just in 
time to see Swingtime Australia present a 
demonstration of dance through the 50s 
on the main stage. Lets just say I know the 
real reason why everyone is obese these 
days – it’s because we’re not hurling one 
another around the dance floor every 
weekend like they used to! Swing dancing 
looked exhausting! 

I took a tour of the house, which is a snap-
shot of post-war Sydney life. It was an era 
when the hippest house-wife on the block 
was the one who had just bought a Mix-
master. I also perused the markets that 
had been set up. I declined to buy any of 
the period jewellery that was on display 
(pricey!) but my comic-mad friend found 
a few old editions that he seemed very 
excited about, and I picked up a patterned 
silk scarf. 

There was one significant downside 
though – it was crowded. Really, really 
crowded. The advertising blitz the Trust 
put on in the lead-up obviously worked, 
and the ground of Rose Seidler House 
(not very big at all) struggled to accom-
modate everybody. But most people you 
saw were having a really excellent time, 
and the entrance fee paid by those hun-
dreds of people will go towards the Trust’s 
work in preserving some very important 
pieces of Sydney’s heritage. I did have to 
be careful not to take somebody’s eye out 
on the dancefloor though! 

All in all, it was a wonderful day made 
more lovely by the weather, and it was 
fun to discover a beautiful piece of Sydney 
history I was of which I was previously 
ignorant. It was also a pretty excellent 
excuse to dress up!

PUBS
Pavillion Hotel

Build a man a fire, and he’ll be warm for a 
day. Set a man on fire, and he’ll be warm 
for the rest of his life. Set the Pavilion on 
fire, and we’ll all be warm for the rest of 
our lives.

On Sydney’s vile George Street lies the 
Pavilion Hotel - a repulsive, sordid, joke 
of a venue.

Now, you may be getting all indignant, 
dribbling and stuttering uncontrollably, 
your hands quivering as you come up with 
a multitude of excuses why you go there. 
That you know it’s bad. That you only use 
it for something called ‘preeees’. That it’s 
good for a cheap drink.

Yes, the cheap drink. A tantalising idea 
that has the most discerning of pub-goers 
enduring the mediocre, the sub-par and 
the downright atrocious. But, the drinks 
are cheap! We can get pissed cheaply! To 
hell with taste, class and civility!

You’re a Pavilion apologist.

Now, don’t be fooled by the website’s non-
descript airbrushed photos of the ceiling, 
drinks and pool table. Ignore its invita-
tions to “Come meet your friends”, to 
“Entertain yourself”, to “Enjoy Sydney’s 
best known secret”. In fact, just ignore 
it completely. It is in abject denial of the 
Pavilion’s truly squalid nature.

In the hope of understanding how the 
Pavilion came to be, and from which 
dark recess of the human condition it 
was conceived, I rummaged through the 
dumpster next to Star Bar and unearthed 
the original plans:

On ye vile Street Of George acquisition 
not one but two floors. And lo, on these 
floors let there be two bars. On thy low-
ermost floor there shall be pokies and 
pokies shall there be, pokies and dysen-
tery. On thy uppermost floor let there be 
a Nightclub, and by Room 580 shall this 
Nightclub be known. In this Nightclub, let 
there be heard the sounds of the Topmost 
40 Hits, where the rhymes and rappings 
will be much acclaimed. Let the drinks 
flow at the most modest of prices.

I wonder where the Pavilion belongs in 
the scheme of man’s search for excellence 
and progress. Apparently they do a Thai 
dish for $6.

1/5

Jordan D’Arcy

BOOKS
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, Jane 
Austen and Seth Grahame-Smith

Blood, death and voluminous petticoats 
usually get me up in the morning. Back at 
uni, we hear the crypt door creak heavily 
closed behind us, and like zombies, crave 
more brains.  

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies says it all 
in the title. It is the original Regency mas-
terpiece with a zombie epidemic raging 
through England. The Bennett girls have 
been trained in the arts of both ballroom 
dancing and warrior fighting to survive 
these heady times. Grahame-Smith re-
writes the classic in a more modern style, 
and explicitly narrates the inter-character 
conflict which is only subtly insinuated in 
the original.

It’s a quirky, unexpectedly fun take on 
Austen’s masterpiece – when Jane is 
rejected by Bingley, Elizabeth desires to 
open his stomach and ‘strangle him with 
his own bowels’. Possibly a great post-
holiday read, to procrastinate the first 
few weeks of class readings. However, if 
you’re an Austen enthusiast and know the 
original by heart, after the initial surprise 
of the zombies, it does get a bit old.  

Its accessible language, fidelity to the 
original plot, yet page-turning zombie 
mayhem makes it a worthy investment for 
people turned off the original.   

Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters 
is fast on Zombies heels in the bookshops. 
What’s going to be next? Mansfield Park 
and Margaret Thatcher? Watch this 
space. 

2.5/5

Anna Leacock

R E V U E  S E A S O N  2 0 0 9

THE LAW REVUE
Law School Musical

‘They’re all dicks!’ cried Mr Squiggle. 
That’s right, the Law Revue bastardised 
the image of many of your favourite 
childhood heroes. And more. Deaf 
jokes, Jew jokes, and lighting that was 
cocked up so many times that it may 
have been done by a rabbit.

It’s a tad disappointing when the funni-
est thing in the first fifteen minutes was 
a graph, and when the nude sketch 
was a lot like sex with me: Short and 
unsatisfying. Once the puns were re-
placed with real jokes, the revue made 
a comeback.

Honourable mentions go to scenes that 
included: a Power Rangers themed ra-
cial commentary, a parody of Ah Ha’s 
‘Take on Me’ as a not-so-subtle expres-
sion of Michael Falk’s angst towards Mel 
Brooks, the emotionally starved Apple 
store staff, ‘Sing us a Song we’re the Tali-
ban’, and just enough penis references 
to satisfy any engineering student. In 
short, this parody of High School Musi-
cal was much like the original – the mu-
sic was the best part.  

Tom Clement

Extravagant, sharp and ridiculous, Law 
School Musical was everything a Sydney 
University Law Revue promises to be.

May I begin by saying that the acapella 
number about student hacks was an 
absolute riot.  The posthumous dance 
spectacular featuring MJ, Tupac, Elvis 
and a few too many Beatles was epic 
and delightfully uncouth.  A treat more 
for the eyes than the ears, this number 
was an elaborate call-back to last year’s 
Heath Ledger-inspired song and teem-
ing with pop culture references the au-
dience just lapped up.  The choreogra-
phy, costumes and sheer size of the cast 
were really very impressive.

As ever, the Law Revue specialized in 
one-liners, visual gags and wordplay.  
Set ups for ‘Jew Diligence’, ‘Pawn Porn’ 
and ‘So You Think You Can Lance?’ 
were so elaborate I expected a sketch 
to develop but instead a slightly smug 
voiceover explained the funny in each 
scene.  The ‘Wicked’ parody was 
beautifully sung, but may I just say that 
the musical is ridiculous enough in it-
self to make any satire of it somewhat 
unnecessary.  

The nude sketch may have been tasteful 
and succinct, but quite frankly this old 
bird would like to have seen more. On 
a personal note, I’d quite like the gen-
tleman who played Kermit the Frog to 
represent me in the future, should I ever 
come into trouble with the law.

Kate Leaver
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War, Toilets, Cannibals
Camilla Ibrahim tours the world’s weirdest dining experiences.

The restaurant industry is undoubtedly a 
competitive one, but some entrepreneurs 
are going to rather extreme lengths to 
make their mark.  We are now at a point 
where patrons are actually paying for the 
experience to dine in a warzone, hospital 
and toilet. For the gastronomically adven-
turous, this guide offers some of the most 
unthinkable dining options. Call it uncon-
ventional, call it innovative, but in many 
cases, it is just outright disturbing.

Buns & Guns, Beirut: If you happened 
to miss the 2006 war in Lebanon, Buns 
and Guns gives you another opportunity 
to participate. This military-themed res-
taurant boasts the slogan ‘Sandwiches Can 
Kill You’ in the front window, is decorated 
with real weapons and plays an ambient 
soundtrack of helicopters and detonating 
bombs. The tempting menu offers an ‘M16 
Carbine meat sandwich,’ a ‘Mortar burger,’ 
‘Terrorist meal’ and ‘Grenades’.  Restau-
rant owner, Yousef Ibrahim, established 
Buns and Guns’ to try to provoke humour 
about, and recreate the climate, of Beirut 
during the war. It may be a worthy political 
statement, but it is certainly a risky busi-
ness enterprise.

Heart Attack Grill, Arizona: The 
alarming rate of obesity in the United 

States is widely acknowledged, yet one 
restaurant in Arizona is mocking the issue 
with unashamed black humour. The menu 
at Heart Attack Grill features ‘Single’, 
‘Double, ‘Triple,’ and ‘Quadruple Bypass’ 
hamburgers, which range from 0.23 to 
0.91 kg of beef (up to about 8000 calories), 
‘Flatliner Fries’ (deep-fried in pure lard), 
unfiltered cigarettes, beer, hard liquor, and 
full-sugar soft drinks. Themed like a hospi-
tal, and staffed by scantily clad ‘nurses’ and 
‘doctors,’ ‘patients’ (patrons) make orders 
in the form of  ‘prescriptions.’ No doubt, a 
qualified on-site doctor will actually come 
in handy one day as customers over 160 kg 
eat for free after being weighed in before 
each burger.

Cannibalistic Sushi, Tokyo: This 
Japanese restaurant offers a strange twist 
on the Japanese tradition of Nyotaimori, 
which involves sushi being eaten off a 
naked female body. With a scalpel, patrons 
carve up a dough body, which wheeled in 
on a hospital gurney, and tuck into edible 
‘organs’ with red ‘blood’ sauce. While the 
practice of Nyotaimori is traditionally a 
sort of sexual fetish, it is doubtful that this 
would turn on anyone but a cannibalistic, 
murdering psychopath.

Modern Toilet, Taipei: Themed res-
taurants generally have a certain fun, 
theatricality to them, but the novelty might 
wear a little thin when you wind up eating 
faeces-shaped chocolate sorbet out of 
miniature toilet bowls.  Yes, this is a typical 
treat at Taiwanese restaurant Modern 
Toilet, where patrons are also seated on 
toilets, drink out of miniature urinals and 
use toilet paper as napkins.

It seems there is nothing left that could 
possibly shock consumers. What are they 
going to serve us next? Syphilitic Spaghetti? 
Gonorrhoea Gnocchi? Sautéed Snot Sand-
wich? Yet as supply only feeds demand, 
this wave of restaurants is perhaps only 
indicative of the demise in consumer taste, 
not in the quality of restaurant industry.

Trends That Make You Go 
Hmmm... 
Anusha Rutnam

A confession: I have recently taken to 
following well-dressed people around 
campus. Most recently I was diverted 
from my usual route to class by a young 
lady donning the unlikely combination of 
a bishop’s-purple blouse and a furious-
red cardigan. Together with her Louise 
Brooks black bob haircut and alabaster 
skin, the effect was sublime. 

Now, before that cruel word ‘stalker’ is 
spoken, let me say in my defence that 
interestingly dressed people are a rare 
sight on campus, and furthermore that 
they are often the only antidote to the 
plethora of frankly incomprehensible 
clothing styles that currently abound. 

Undoubtedly the dark lord of the saddest 
corner of Sartoria is the humble pair of 
tights. Ladies, hear this: Tights. Are. Not. 
Pants.  Pants are something that tights 
are not. When this trend first emerged I 
for one assumed that its proponents were 
simply seeking the visual effect of skinny 
jeans without the undignified strain that 
generally accompanies the putting-on of 
said garment. But nay, this most heinous 
of trends has lasted so long as to suggest 
that there is some bad juju afoot. 

There may not be any item in men’s fash-
ion that matches tights-as-pants in sheer 
evilness, but there is some bad business 
going around, for example those bizarre-
ly low-slung skinny jeans in which the 

butt-pockets end up sitting somewhere 
behind the wearer’s knees. Actually, I 
find those pants quite hilarious. So, erm, 
carry on. On a more serious note, guys, 
there probably is a limit to how tight a 
pair of jeans should be worn. I mean, I 
don’t want to ask ‘How’s it hanging?’ and 
already know the answer, know what I’m 
saying? 

Sometimes one need only think about a 
certain style in order to identify its idi-
ocy. For example, and as a fierce debate 
documented in last year’s Honi identi-
fied, thongs (of the foot variety) worn 
with jeans don’t really make sense; if it’s 
warm enough for one, it ain’t for the oth-
er, and vice versa. Similarly one might 
question the thought process behind 
wearing knee-high boots, sans stock-
ings, with either a short skirt or (shudder) 
shorts. I get there’s a bit of Barbarella, 
intergalactic-space-slut vibe that might 
be appealing to some, but come now, 
really? It’s just cray cray, y’all. 

Finally, and fitting neatly into the ‘you 
really should know better’ category, is 
the problem of heels worn during the 
day. I address the girl who, while wear-
ing Louboutin ‘inspired’ pumps, took a 
nasty stumble in front of Fisher last week 
at about 9 in the morning. Like hard 
spirits, vertiginous heels are somewhat 
unseemly before noon, and goodness 
knows the cobblestones of our new and 
improved main campus are difficult 
enough to navigate in sensible footwear. 

THE RACK

TIme goes baCkwards Too – you 
jusT don’T remember IT. 
Imagine if you could watch your cold 
coffee spontaneously reheat. According to 
a new theory, you do this all the time – you 
just don’t remember it. The processes that 
we don’t see happen in reverse are ones in 
which the entropy of the system is increas-
ing. Physicists have thought that entropy 
never decreases but have not been able to 
explain this fact.

In a paper published last week in Physi-
cal Review Letters, physicist Lorenzo 
Maccone argues that the very existence of 
a situation in which an observer witnesses 
one of these processes occurring in reverse 
entails a “memory erasure” of the person 
watching.

For a person to observe a system’s entropy 
decreasing, they must exchange energy 
with it. As a result, the observer becomes 
part of that system. Maccone provides a 
mathematical proof that for the entropy 
of the whole system - which includes the 
observer - to decrease, the observer cannot 
retain memories of the event. Such events 
do happen and observers can witness 
them but, according to Maccone, they will 
not retain any memories of them.

Using Quantum mechanics, Maccone 
argues that not only will an observer’s 

memory of such a situation be erased, but 
all information about it will be erased. As 
a result, there can be no way of keeping a 
record of entropy decreasing processes.

maThemaTICIans PrePare 
for ZombIe aTTaCk
So what is the best way to defend yourself 
against the inevitable zombie outbreak? A 
mathematical model has finally answered 
the question that many students pondered 
over a beer at Manning. The study, to be 
published in the book Infectious Disease 
Modelling Research Progress argues that 
“only quick, aggressive attacks can stave 
off the doomsday scenario: the collapse of 
society as zombies overtake us all.”

Philip Munz and colleagues modelled five 
different scenarios and concluded  that in 
almost all cases, humans stand no chance.
They argue that since “quarantining a large 
percentage of infected individuals is unre-
alistic, due to infrastructure limitations” 
such a strategy will not save society.

When zombies attack, “it is imperative 
that zombies are dealt with quickly, or else 
we are all in a great deal of trouble”, say the 
authors. According to one of their models, 
we can destroy 100% of zombies in 10 days 
if we “attack more than once, and with each 
attack, try and destroy more zombies”.

oof, tits.

scoop o’ pooper

Time travel... and zombies
michael slezak puts them both in one article. Awesome.
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It’s a mad, mad dating world
Alice Blain scrapes the bottom of the college love barrel 

You may be under the impression that for 
us college kids, daily life is filled with goon, 
chants of Asther Roth’s “I Love College” 
and themed parties which leave everyone 
looking like an extra out of Priscilla Queen 
of the Desert. And you would be right. 
However, there is one crucial component 
of our lives that is often over looked. Yes, 
the confusing and highly incestuous world 
of college dating.

Dating at college, if you can call it that, has 
a particular style and it is for that reason 
the majority of us are often left desper-
ate and dateless on a Wednesday night. 

While those in the real world put in the 
obligatory groundwork, collegians seem 
to disregard this crucial step. I’m unsure 
whether it’s because the general ambience 
created by the latest college cool cat DJ’s 
set doesn’t allow it, or simply because the 
art of conversation is lost to Coolabah’s 12 
per cent. Either way Wednesday night is all 
about getting down to business. Often the 
average college kid will find him or herself 
pashing the most unappealing character, 
and whilst this relationship has the poten-
tial to flourish into something cute, more 
often than not the couple will subsequently 
avoid each other at every given opportu-
nity. Even if this means skipping meals or 
adding an extra 5 minutes to the already 5 
minute walk to uni.

Legend assures us, however, that it wasn’t 
always like this. As a member of The 
Women’s College I am continually remind-
ed via a sideways elbow jab and raised 
brow that one third of Women’s and Paul’s 
collegians end up marrying each other. 
Now, I’m no number cruncher (and you 
definitely won’t find me hanging around 
Merewhether waiting for my 8am stats 
tutorial) but if my 3 year long field work is 

anything to go by, I’m more than happy to 
suggest that these statistics in our day and 
age are, well, bullshit. Please, love gods, 
enlighten me. How am I meant to find my 
significant other and become a ‘statistic’ 
when all I’ve got to work with is a gyrating, 
hideously sweaty dance floor where my ap-
parent “other half” is belting out the lyrics 
to “You can have whatever you like”?

Look beyond the college bubble, I hear you 
say Cupid. What about the realm beyond 
the college bubble? Ah yes, if only it was 
that easy! See here’s the thing, now that 
we’ve been conditioned to behave in a par-
ticular manner, like Pavlov’s dogs we will 
probably now only be turned on by sweaty 
shirtless males in dark, goon-covered 
caverns. I fear that such behaviour just 
won’t cut it in the real world, or even the 
cyber world for that matter.

So, you’re sitting there in your sports ed 
lecture, looking special in a Zac Efron kinda 
way, wondering why the girls are showing 
no interest. You lament that place you gave 
up at Pauls last year, instead opting for the 
daily commute from Epping. Apart from 
an obvious and gaping flaw in your carbon 

trading scheme, you wonder how different 
life would be if you’d taken that spot, with 
its nightly access to the in-college orgy. 
Alas, my friend, it is a myth. That said, 
I guess you’re right, it could be worse. I 
mean I could be at Wesley and dating my 
brother.

J O H N  F.  K E N N E DY

TODAY IN THE
WORLD OF 
FREEDOM, THE 
PROUDEST BOAST 
IS: ‘I AM A JAM 
DONUT.’

Beards!
George Downing has a chin wag with some real men.

1. Why do you have a beard?
2. Some men are incapable of growing decent chops. What advice would you give 
them?
3. Female facial hair: eccentric or erotic?
4. Which Beard of History takes the cake: Jesus, Abe Lincoln or Mugatu (Zoolander)?

Will Arnott, Arts/Commerce II
1. I lost my shaver and it keeps me 
warm – I’d just feel naked without one.
2. Try creating chops with hair in other 
areas of your body.
3. Erotic, like an Eastern European 
gymnast.
4. John Lennon in his Yoko days

James Downing, Ag Ecos II
1) I enjoy the feel, and its sun safe.
2) Well, man up.
3) Female facial hair is eccentric for 
women under the age of 75.
4) Definitely Jesus.

David Mann, USU Board Director
1. Why starve yourself when people out 
there are fasting?
2. I’m sorry that good-looking people 
like us made you throw up and feel bad 
about yourself
3. I do not like snoopy reporter with 
lack of fashion sense, not one little bit.
4. Jesus.

Klaus von Krumm, German exchange 
student, II 
1) Ja.
2) Bier.
3) Ja.
4) Nein.

We want your
LETTERS& ARTICLES

So send ‘em in
honi2009@gmail.com

Submissions must include your
name, year and faculty. 

//THREE THINGS WE’RE DOING THIS WEEK

1. Playing Russian Roulette. Hectic.
2. Growing a beard. It’s the must-have, mid-season accessory.

3. Going to the Zoo to see Thong Dee, the new baby Asian elephant. 

THE

WEEK
AHEAD

Cupid on a rampage.



MS

//ACROSS
1) Director Pollack is the largest of the 7-Downs (6)
4) Tit farce somehow gets all three! (8)
9) Nook in which love occurs determines cause of death (7)
10) Demonic Hell-Limo is something used to make a mountain (8)
12) Railed strangely and without energy against the Scottish nobleman (5)
14) Carrere is a milky liqueur, for short (3)
15) The carry-on ends up thither (3)
16) Courage? As if! (5)
18) A first-rate introduction for the Aussie Oscar (1.1.1)
20) Colours washed into each other when the rugby tournament began (4)
22) A microscope exploded ‘The Magic Flute’ and ‘The Gondoliers,’ for example (5,6)
23) Trail sounds like he journeyed by horse (4)
26) Let’s start insulting Bert Newton – “Son of an Arab!” (3)
27) Unwisely, the PR is the westernmost of the 7-Downs
28) Every second varied the assistance (3)
30) Cry you son of a bitch! (3)
32) Vicariously birth the clergyman (5)
33) Apiary is a stand in for Hugh Laurie, perhaps (8)
36) Johnny’s bovine is a definite money spinner (4,3)
37) Demolish a cute Ave., then skedaddle (8)
38) Brownie-like creature’s painting of the southernmost of the 7-Downs (6)

//DOWN
1) Sounds like a positively silly Italian island (6)
2) Evolutionist is the northernmost of the 7-Downs (6)
3) Start your V-8 engines soon, blue Klein (4)
5) Blushing love to begin again from scratch (4)
6) Walked in line and submitted (5)
7) AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR INVESMENTS (8)
8) William IV’s consort is a 7-Down that was not penal (8)
10) Brooks came into the world, nearly, in the former federal 7-Down (9)
11) A harsh sentence for Joie de vivre (4)
13) Even tabouli is an internet service provider (1.1.1)
16) Reactionary colonel of comics is a dirigible (5)
17) Did you see that person contain their rage (5)
19) Mad-dog deity (3)
20) Inlet brought to placidity (3)
21) Circumcision ceremony’s curse is the easternmost of the 7-Downs (8)
22) Hillbilly barn-race is the federal 7-Down (8)
24) Every second top-booted double-reeded instrument (4)
25) End of 28-Down is a spy department (1.1.1)
28) Today Tonight rival, in short, precedes 25-Down as a national emblem, scientifically 
speaking (6)
29) Initially, don’t ruin your words, it’s tantamount to sarcastic humour (3,3)
31) Diabolic cur of a Greek Island (5)
34) Clubs or hearts fit the bill (4)
35) “Arf Arf” sounds like a composer not associated with 22-Across (4)

//LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER: REMOTE CONTROL

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED...



• We buy & sell textbooks according to demand
• You can sell your books on consignment
• We are open to USYD students & the public 

Search for text books online 
www.src.usyd.edu.au/default.php 
Call 02 9660 4756 to check availability  
and reserve a book.

Level 3, Wentworth Bldg. Opposite Donut King. 
Hours: Mondays to Fridays 9am - 4.30pm
Phone: (02) 9660 4756  
Email: books@SRC.usyd.edu.au

CHEAPEST
BOOKS 
ON CAMPUS

www.src.usyd.edu.au
Current second-hand text books on sale now!

~NEW~ 
Search for text 

books online

Students’ Representative Council 
The University of Sydney

Students’ Representative Council, University of Sydney
Level 1 Wentworth Building, City Road, University of Sydney

Phone: 02 9660 5222    www.src.usyd.edu.au    e: help@src.usyd.edu.au

FREE MEMBERSHIP join online 

www.src.usyd.edu.au 
or in person at the SRC office or 
the SRC bookshop phone 02 9660 5222

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

Support & Advocacy
• Centrelink Advice
• Academic Appeals
• Discontinuing/Withdrawing
• Students at Risk
• Show Cause
• Exclusion
• Tenancy Advice
•  Fee Refunds
• Harassment & Discrimination
• International Students
• Plagiarism & misconduct

Free Legal Advice
• Referrals
•  Discrimination & Equal Opportunity
•  Employment law
•  Minor criminal matters/traffic 

offences/ fines
•  Victims of violence
•   Debts

Find the SRC at...
Level 1 Wentworth 
Building (downstairs 
under the City Rd 
footbridge)
Ph: 02 9660 5222
www.src.usyd.edu.au

SRCdown StaiRS

Student 
Central

wentworth 
building

The SRC’s operational costs, space and administrative support are financed by the University of Sydney.

SRC Books - Cheapest books on campus!
•  Buy & sell your textbooks
• Search for books online SRC website
Wentworth Level 3 (opposite newsagent)

Emergency Loans
$50 emergency loans for  
students in need 

Student Publications
•  Honi Soit weekly newspaper
 see:www.src.usyd.edu.au/honisoit
•  Student Handbooks

Student Rights & Representation
SRC Representatives are directly elected by 
students each year to stand up for students’ 
rights on campus and in the wider community.

YOUR VOICE
YOUR SRC

ASK US 
ABOUT
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