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Anyone can write for Honi Soit !

Email all letters and submissions to:

editors@honisoit.com

www.honisoit.com
editorial and 

letterscontents

It is with sadness that Honi Soit reports 
the death of  Reverend Beth Spence. Beth 
is survived by her husband, University of  
Sydney Vice-Chancellor Reverend Michael 
Spence, and their children James, Philippa, 
Oliver, Lucinda and Felicity. 

St Mary’s Anglican Church Waverly, where 
Beth served as supporting clergy, wrote: 
“Beth’s faith and zeal for pastoral connec-
tion through the entire community earned 
her a special place in the hearts of  all who 
met her.”

Our mission statement for 2013

Dear Counter Course team,
The 2013 Counter Course Handbook is 
undoubtedly a masterpiece, and I applaud 
you. However, I feel it is necessary for 
me to address certain claims made in the 
Medicine section.
 It is worth noting that the Sydney Medi-
cal School introduced graduate-entry 
medicine in 1992, long before the fascist 
Howard Government decided it would 
be a good idea to charge exorbitant fees 
to students with a desire to heal the sick 
through a tiered HECS system.
 Interestingly, you accuse the move by 
the University as one that was done to 
reduce the number of  Commonwealth-
supported places. However, the Sydney 
Medical Program provides more CSP 
places—both bonded and unbonded—to 
students than the undergraduate-entry 

UNSW program.
 Moreover, you have listed Macquarie 
University as a potential candidate for 
students who are seeking a ‘real’ medi-
cal education. I would like to respectfully 
inform you that Macquarie University 
does not in fact offer undergraduate 
medicine.
 As for the wisdom of  a graduate-
entry program, I should point out that 
medicine is a life-long vocation. It is rare 
that high school leavers have absolute 
certainty in the career path they wish to 
pursue. A further three years of  ground-
ing in any subject area provides students 
with the maturity required to make that 
decision and the interpersonal and criti-
cal thinking skills that will serve them 
well in the study of  medicine. In the 
words of  our patron saint, Hippocrates, 
“inexperience is a bad treasure, and a bad 
fund to those who possess it.”

In solidarity,
Fahad Ali
BMedSc/MBBS II

Objectivity is dead. Just ask any media 
scholar. Journalists will try and tell you oth-
erwise, but don’t believe it. Everyone has 
an opinion, and they love nothing more 
than pushing their agenda on you. We’re 
no different.
 Welcome to Honi Soit for 2013. This year, 
we present you an honest, and honestly bi-
ased, paper. We’re not hiding behind a veil 
of  objectivity; we’re presenting what we 
think. Just like everybody else. The differ-
ence here is that we’re not pretending to be 
anything we’re not. We have opinions, you 
have them too. Facts are not just facts, they 
are interpreted with natural bias. We pres-

ent you ours, unashamedly.
 We don’t expect you to take our word for 
everything. On the contrary, you should be 
critical of  us. Everything you read should 
be scrutinised. You should look at what 
we think, and consider what you think. If  
you’re on the same page as us, congratula-
tions, you must be awesome. If  you’re not, 
tell us. We encourage contributors from all 
biases, unless your natural bias is racist, sex-
ist, or hateful in any way. If  it is, go back to 
1960, we don’t want you here. 
 Honi Soit has a long and radical past. 
We’ve been around since 1929, and we 
started as an alternative to mainstream 

media, to provide a voice for the students 
the daily papers were so happily tearing to 
shreds. In 2013, we proudly live up to that 
tradition. I don’t know if  you’ve heard, but 
there’s a federal election happening in Sep-
tember. An election that’s outcome is all 
but decided, and it’s an outcome that spells 
disaster for students. We’re here to make 
some noise and get our voices heard. We 
won’t stand for the deregulation of  fees or 
cuts to student support. We may be small, 
but we can make a lot of  racket. 
 Make a racket with us.
 
Objectivity is dead. Long live Honi Soit. 
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THE ONLY LETTER WE GOT 
OVER THE SUMMER – COME 

BACK NEXT WEEK FOR A 
WHOLE PAGE OF THEM!

Obituary

Auld, Adam Chalmers, Bebe D’Souza, Brigitte 
Garozzo, James O’Doherty, Lane Sainty. All 
expressions are published on the basis that 
they are not to be regarded as the opinions of  
the SRC unless specifically stated. The Council 
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of  
any of  the opinions or information contained 
within this newspaper, nor does it endorse any 
of  the advertisements and insertions. Printed 
by MPD, Unit E1 46-62 Maddox St. Alexan-
dria NSW 2015. 
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O-Week Edition

The University of  Sydney Senate has bro-
ken with tradition by appointing a Chancel-
lor with an extensive corporate background. 
During the holidays the Senate announced 
it had voted to install Belinda Hutchinson 
as the University’s 18th Chancellor. She 
replaces the outgoing Marie Bashir and is 
just the third woman elected to the position 
since its advent in 1851.

Unlike previous Chancellors, Hutchin-
son comes to the University via the world 
of  business and philanthropy. She serves 
as chairman of  the QBE Insurance board 
and as a director of  AGL Energy, positions 
she will continue to hold during her term 
as Chancellor. She has also previously acted 
as the head of  Macquarie Equity Capital 
Markets and had associations with Telstra, 
Coles, Tab, and Energy Australia.

Her appointment has raised questions 
about whether the corporate voice within 

the Senate has now reached critical mass.
National Tertiary Education Union 

(NTEU) Sydney Branch President Michael 
Thompson said Hutchinson’s appointment 
showed a prejudice towards business meth-
ods over education sector experience.  

“We would think a Chancellor would 
come from the [education] sector, or have 
some real connection with the sector. The 

new Chancellor doesn’t appear to have 
that,” he said.

Corresponding with Honi Soit via email, 
Hutchinson acknowledged she had, “a lot 
to learn about the university and higher ed-
ucation and research,” but said she believed 
her work in the not-for-profit sector with 
St Vincent’s, the Salvation Army, and Chief  
Executive Women would help her navigate 
the transition.

The new Chancellor has been met with 
a cautious welcome by the major student 

Max Chalmers reports on what the rise of Belinda Hutchinson means 

University presents a new type of 
chancellor 

Belinda Hutchinson. Photo courtesy of the University of Sydney

After months of  negotiations over a new 
Enterprise Bargaining Agreement (EBA) 
University staff  have voted to strike in 
week one.

As Honi Soit goes to print it appears likely 
the strike will take place on March 7, the 
first Thursday of  classes.

Though the University has claimed strikes 
will hurt students, SRC President David 
Pink has pledged support.

“The EBA doesn’t just affect staff… we 
all benefit from good teachers with quality 
working conditions,” he said. Pink is organ-
ising a solidarity picket and, “welcomes any 
student or community member to join in.”

The National Tertiary Education Union 

Staff set to strike in week one
Samantha Jonscher examines the big conflict brewing on campus 

from the School of  Medical Sciences.
In an email to all staff, Vice-Chancellor 

Michael Spence played down the backflip.
“I accept that [the clause’s] removal from 

the draft Agreement has caused unneces-
sary anxiety and suspicion among some 
staff  and for that I apologise,” he wrote.

Among staff, 2012 is remembered as a 
year of  staff  cuts, departmental restructur-
ing and continuous frustration with man-
agement.  

“There is a lot of  disenchantment 
amongst the troops,” Dr Murphy said. 

@samanthajonscher

to make changes,” University spokesper-
son Andrew Potter said in an email to Honi 
Soit.

But the NTEU has already claimed vic-
tory in one of  the skirmishes being fought 
around the EBA. The Vice-Chancellor has 
agreed to keep a clause in the Agreement 
that guarantees academics intellectual free-
dom and the right to criticise the Univer-
sity. The clause was initially dropped from 
the new Agreement on the grounds it was 
enshrined elsewhere in University policy. 

Staff  had been vocal in their opposition 
to the clause’s removal. 

“It’s appalling to play with things that 
are so important,” said Dr Chris Murphy, 

(NTEU) has objected to a number of  
changes proposed in a draft EBA put 
forward by University management (see 
pull-out box). Aside from disputes about 
conditions, the NTEU is calling for a pay 
increase of  seven percent a year for each 
year the Agreement is in effect. The Uni-
versity is offering two percent.

The University has responded to the 
NTEU’s objections by claiming the draft 
Agreement is designed to allow greater 
workplace flexibility.

“The University’s priority is to reach a re-
sponsible Agreement which is in the best 
interests of  all staff  and students. To be a 
modern, competitive university … we need 

organisations. SRC president David Pink, 
USU president Astha Rajvanshi and SU-
PRA president Angelus Morningstar met 
with the Chancellor and were impressed by 
her eagerness to listen to student groups. 
Despite this, senior sources within these 
organisations have privately expressed con-
cern about her corporate background. 

Hutchinson’s connection to neoliberal 
think-tank the Centre for Independent 
Studies (CIS) has also raised eyebrows. The 
think-tank lists economists Milton Fried-
man, Friedrich Hayek, and anarcho-capital-
ist Murray Rothbard among its influences. 
Having resigned from the organisation’s 
board, Hutchinson compared CIS to her 
other not-for-profit work.

“I have a substantial number of  chari-
table and not-for-profit organisations that 
I support as a director. I do not see any of  
these organisations having a conflict with 
the University,” she wrote.

Those concerned by the increasingly cor-
porate environment of  the University Sen-
ate can hardly take comfort in the words of  
Hutchinson’s advocates. Alec Brennan, a 
fellow of  the Senate, told the Sydney Morn-
ing Herald that the new Chancellor’s busi-
ness experience would be useful in running 
the “billion-and-a-half  dollar business”. By 
this, he meant the University of  Sydney. 

For more on the Chancellor see UniGate 
on page 5.

@maxchalmers90
 

for the ‘billion-and-a-half dollar business’ that is Sydney University

The Chancellor: the position is largely 
ceremonial, however, as a member of  the 
Senate the Chancellor presides over meet-
ings and has voting rights. Though Marie 
Bashir was not a dominanting Chancellor, 
it is possible that Belinda Hutchinson will 
take a more interventionist approach .

The Senate: The ultimate body for policy 
making within the University. The Senate 
is comprised of  22 fellows including the 
Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor. There 
are just two elected students fellows, one 
undergraduate (Patrick Massarani) and one 
postgraduate (James Flynn).

The NTEU: The union that represents 
a range of  tertiary education workers 
including academic staff.

An EBA: A contract between an employer 
and employees that stipulates pay rates 
and working conditions

The 40:40:20 provision:  A requirement 
enshrined in previous Enterprise Agree-
ments that mandated academics spend 
40% of  their time on research, 40% on 
teaching, and 20% on administrative 
duties.

Okay, but 
what the 
fuck is...

 - A weakening of  the consultations that 
must be undertaken with staff  before 
workplace changes (such as dismissing 
staff) can take place
 - Abolition of  the 40:40:20 provision
 - Abolition of  anti-discrimination clauses 
and dedications to hiring Indigenous 
employees
 - Distancing of  the NTEU from future 
Enterprise Agreement negotiations
 - Pay rise below the rate of  inflation

And what does the NTEU object to in 
the new EBA?

Whoops…  Turns out it wasn’t just milk and vodka… If you survived, turn to page 8
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It’s week three and you have only attended one club you joined.  If it’s the Polo Appreciation society, turn to page 11.  If it’s the United Nations Society, turn to page 19.

Marriage of  inconvenience
 

   If  the background of  new Chancel-
lor Belinda Hutchinson has rubbed 
some the wrong way, the recent history 
of  her husband, Roger Massy-Greene, 
hasn’t helped.  When the Liberal state 
government created Networks NSW to 
manage three state-owned energy com-
panies, Massy-Greene was installed as 
chairman.  It was then revealed in Par-
liament that Massy-Greene’s company 
Eureka Capital Partners had donated a 
total of  $15 000 to Mike Baird, the Lib-
eral state Treasurer. The Herald reported 
that the three year, $200 000 p/a con-
tract would see Massy-Greene reporting 
directly to Baird.

Hutchinson defended her husband 
and pointed out that the pair pursued 
independent public lives.

“I’m proud of  my Roger’s work to 
contain future electricity price rises for 
the benefit of  the people of  NSW,” she 
said.

Hutchinson told the Gate she had do-

nated $2500 to her local Liberal mem-
ber in 2011 but emphasised that neither 
she nor her husband had ever been a 
member of  a political party.

The other candidates

In the game of  Chancellors, you win 
or you keep your highly paid corpo-
rate job. While Hutchinson sits on the 
sandstone throne, rumours about the 
other names considered for the posi-
tion have been flying. Ex-candidate nu-
mero uno appears to be Alan Camer-
on, a Senate member and favourite of  
VC Michael Spence. Word has it that 
Alan was rolled because he was seen 
as a potential stooge for Spence. James 
Strong, a former QANTAS CEO, was 
apparently also considered.

But it’s the last name that has re-
ally got students dreaming. the Gate 
has been told that former High Court 
Justice Michael Kirby was also be-
ing pushed as a potential candidate by 
some members of  the Senate. If  this is 

true, they cannot have come very close 
to securing his candidature. Evoking 
the poetry of  Barney Gumble, Kirby 
told the Gate he was never approached 
for the position.

“Don’t weep for me. I have lots to 
keep me off  the street,” he told us.

Unintelligent design

The Faculty of  Architecture, Design 
and Planning has reduced students’ 
tutorial contact hours in the crucial 
Design Studies unit by a third in an at-
tempt to cut costs. As a result, students 
will not have their first tutorial until 
week five of  semester. The faculty has 
received significant attention in the last 
12 months, particularly after Dean John 
Redmond wrote to architecture stu-
dents at other universities to guarantee 
them admission if  they applied to trans-
fer to the University of  Sydney. This led 
to the resignation of  the Head of  Ar-
chitecture, who called for the Dean to 
resign or be sacked, neither of  which 
eventuated.

McLean, or McDirty?

The University of  Sydney Union is 
reputedly attempting to revoke the AC-

CESS membership of  hard-right Lib-
eral and 2011 SRC Presidential candi-
date James McLean. Mr McLean was 
involved in numerous attempts to stack 
annual general meetings of  the Eco-
nomics Society in 2012 in an effort to 
win the presidency. Such stacking was 
a significant factor in the decline of  
EcoSoc, which was previously an ac-
tive and vibrant society. Sources within 
the Union refused to comment when 
approached by the Gate about the ru-
mours.

It’s been a rough year for Sydney Uni-
versity. Throughout 2012 our great uni-
versity was rocked by scandal after scan-
dal. Hardly a month went by without 
some Sydney University controversy hit-
ting the front page of  the papers. Let’s 
take a quick look back at 2012: the year 
USYD decided there’s no such thing as 
bad publicity.

Uni backs down on USU takeover
Just before O-Week, USYD students 

breathed a collective sigh of  relief  when 
Vice-Chancellor Spence announced 
he’d no longer be trying to take over 
the businesses run by the University of  
Sydney Union (USU). The Uni spent 
2011 trying to take over the Union’s ca-
fes and bars, with the idea of  improving 
their quality and profitability. While the 
USU lost control of  venue management 
(which booked rooms like the Quad 
and Great Hall for weddings or confer-
ences), they kept their food and booze 
services. Drink up! 

Massive staff  cuts revive student ac-
tivism

In November 2011, Vice-Chancellor 
Spence announced the Uni would sack 

100 lecturers and 150 general staff  
to cover a $53 million budget hole. 
Students and staff  protested heavily 
against the cuts, peaking in a protest on 
May 7 that saw campaigners clash with 
riot police. Three students were arrest-
ed and released without charge. The 
National Tertiary Education Union 
and Uni are still in talks with Fair Work 
Australia today. Amazingly, the staff  
cuts and protest action received wide 
media coverage for six months. This 
sort of  protest action looks likely to 
continue when USYD staff  strike on 
March 5 over contract renegotiations 
with the Uni.

Pro-Life club approved by Univer-
sity of  Sydney Union

Controversy hit the USU in June 
2011 when a controversial pro-life club 
was approved by the Union’s Board 
of  Directors. The Clubs and Societ-
ies Committee had previously rejected 
LifeChoice Sydney’s application on 
the grounds that it focused too nar-
rowly on one ideology. However, the 
11 Union Board directors ruled that 
this was not fair grounds for rejection. 

The ruling split a once-united Board of  
Directors and led to calls for a boycott 
by over 200 students. So far, LifeChoice 
have done nothing but hold private 
discussion groups for members. But 
with the LifeChoice brand spreading to 
other universities like UNSW, students 
wonder if  we’re witnessing the birth of  
a new anti-abortion lobby group.

Alan Jones causes outrage as USYD 
Liberal Club visit

Everyone’s least-favourite radio shock 
jock, Alan Jones, was invited to give 
the keynote speech at a USYD Liberal 
Club dinner in September 2011. Dur-
ing his speech, Jones said Julia Gillard’s 
father “died of  shame.” These remarks 
were secretly recorded by a News Lim-
ited journalist. The subsequent outrage 
caused 2GB to remove Jones from air 
for a week. Big sponsors like Coles, 
ING Direct and Lexus pulled all ad-
vertising from his show.  Sydney Uni’s 

own Liberal Club was embarrassed by 
the incident, with all their major figures 
claiming not to have heard that part of  
his speech.

St. John’s...what even
You don’t have to be clinically insane 

to enrol in St. John’s, but it helps. In O-
Week, a first-year St. John’s woman was 
taken to hospital after being forced to 
drink a shampoo-laced cocktail during 
O-Week initiation ceremonies. Thirty-
three students were suspended over 
the incident. But instead of  repenting, 
they printed T-shirts celebrating the in-
cident. Several of  the men responsible 
were elected to the college council. By 
October, the college had become out 
of  control. Windows were smashed, 
fires lit, common rooms routinely shat 
in. By November, all but one of  the col-
lege council fellows had resigned, leav-
ing college figurehead Cardinal George 
Pell to appoint a new boad. Honi under-
stands that St. John’s has been having 
trouble filling enrolment quotas this 
year. As one would hope. 

@adam_chal

Shame, staff cuts, and St. John’s: 
USYD 2012
Adam Chalmers tuned his time machine to the disappointing recent year of 2012 and brought us back a comprehensive report of what made news at Sydney University. 

Amazingly, the staff cuts and 
protest action received wide 
media coverage for six months

Pictured: former High Court Juctice Michael Kirby

All the rumours, heresay, and downright slander from the 
world of student politics and culture
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NUS: Power without glory
Rafi Alam ran from the National Conference with flailing arms

Aside from the wonderful meals, bounti-
ful drinks, and a final night party hosted by 
DJ LEB XTC, National Union of  Students’ 
(NUS) National Conference 2013 was a 
traumatic experience for most involved. 

Here is a brief  rundown on the chaos: 

- Grassroots Left and Socialist Alter-
native walked out of  a night’s confer-
ence due to what they saw as severe  
practices by the organising committee, 
dominated by NLS and Student Unity, 
and an avoidance of  discussing policy. 
The Indies refused to turn up  too.  
- NLS was on the verge of  breakdown as 
various delegates defected and they ended 
up endorsing a candidate for National 
Women’s Officer from Student Unity, 
a position NLS normally pursues but 
was unable to due to record low num-
bers, in exchange for National Queer. 
- The ‘breakdown’ was also related to their 
snubbing of  two Independent candidates 
for Women’s, Bec Doyle from UWA and 
Brigid Dixon from USYD, currently Vice 
President of  the USU, who both gave 
heartfelt candidate speeches, a testament 
to NUS’s ability to stamp out dreams. 
- The National Independents seemed 
very different from their USYD coun-
terpart, the Voice group; while Voice 
are a motley crew of  individuals includ-
ing moderate Liberals, the West-Coast 

Independents (‘Windies’) seemed fairly 
radical and liked to ‘caucus’, often not-
ing how much they despise Liberals.  
- ALSF (Liberals), who are normally the 
rowdiest faction, hellbent on destroy-
ing NUS, were relatively well behaved. 
Some more conservative Young 
Greens members sat with the ALSF 
to the displeasure of  more progres-
sive Greens in the Grassroots Left.

However, what was most interesting 
about NUS was also what doomed it. 
There was an odd tension between camara-
derie and conflict at National Conference. 

I thought friendship would suppress 
some of  the usual vitriol associated with 
student politics. Unfortunately this resulted 
in a lack of  desire to seriously contest ideas.  
How could you, when you were living 
together, would be seeing them at lunch 
and dinner, parties; would always – inevi-
tably – make eye contact? This meant 
that negotiations were often fraught 
with a confused mixture of  courteous 
rapport and the crucial venom of  adver-

sarial politics. I could see this when it 
became inappropriate or uncomfortable 
to hang out with friends from different 
factions. Even if  we got along at univer-
sity, in a national union friendships are 
distorted along factional lines. Or, when 
the majority of  the Independents sup-
ported NLS Clare Keyes-Liley for Educa-
tion Officer, friendship trumped factions. 

But when someone yelled “cunts” at the 
Grassroots Left at the post-conference 
party for not voting for Clare, it became 
clear that factions and friendships weren’t 
always oppositional – under the lure of  
power and influence of  alcohol they con-
verge into tribalism, lacking the ideology of  
the former and and the grace of  the latter.

What this also means is that the NLS-
Student Unity stranglehold of  NUS 
is unlikely to be broken anytime soon 
– it’s hard to breakdown familial ties 
between groups who date each other, 
drink together, and do politics together 

in their other playground: Young Labor.

NUS was traumatic for many reasons. 
The reasons above would suffice, but 
unfortunately, it wasn’t all. NUS seemed 
like a place where activism hit a dead 
end. NUS is always Labor and will always 
refuse to contest a Labor government. It 
feels like a place where student politicians 
test drive a future parliamentarian life – 
speeches, voting, caucusing, negotiating, 
and the networking of  the political class. 

It was a place that was antithetical to ‘stu-
dent’, one alien to the images of  student 
activism, not only in countercultural nos-
talgia, but seen today in places like the UK, 
Chile, and Quebec. It was a sickly potion 
of  slick branding, flippancy, and futil-
ity; of  wasted money and deserted goals. 

It’s a place I would not revisit.  

Rafi Alam is an editor of Honi Soit,  
and is on Twitter @rafialarm 

“NUS seemed like a place 
where activism hit a dead 

end.”

Congratulations (not), you are now a SULS hack. 

    Three students at La Trobe University face 
expulsion for protesting against staff  cuts 
last year. One of  the students is accused of  
breaking a security guard’s ribs. Rather than 
taking these serious accusations to court, 
the University is dealing with the charges 
internally. The students may be accompa-
nied by a “support person” but this per-
son is not allowed to have a law degree.

Last year the University announced it was 
cutting hundreds of  humanities subjects 
and dozens of  staff. Students responded by 
staging increasingly large nonviolent pro-
tests including the occupation of  faculty 
offices. John Dewar, the Vice-Chancellor 
of  La Trobe, has said conflicting things 
to students and the public. To the outside 
world he supports the protests, saying, “I 
think it adds colour and movement to life 
on campus. I think it’s fantastic.” But while 
he was sending this message of  free speech 
and open debate to the public, he was con-
demning students and demanding that they 
submit any plans for a protest to the Uni-
versity administration 24 hours in advance.

The cuts at La Trobe are similar to 
proposals by management at Sydney Uni-
versity and the Australian National Uni-
versity last year. Less profitable humanities 
faculties are being downsized across the 
country, and academics are being let go 
or forced into teaching-only roles. Uni-
versities have traditionally been about 
pursuing knowledge for its own sake, but 
this is changing. The increasing push to 
privatise every sphere of  public life has 
led to university administrators always 
being on the lookout for ways to cut costs.

The secret trial of  La Trobe students 
who are not allowed legal representation 
is a worrying sign of  where the university 
has gone wrong. An institution that once 
valued free speech sent in dozens of  secu-
rity guards to break up a peaceful protest, 
and is threatening to expel three students 
over dubious charges. Transparency and 
intellectual freedom are values of  the old 
system. In the new neoliberal university 
model, generations of  aspiring intellectuals 
will only learn about profit and conformity.

    

 Three Victorian students are facing a secret trial, reports Tom Raue 

La Trobe activists face expulsion

U N I - V E R S E
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Arts vs. Science:
Mischa Vickas philosophises about 
the eternal battle between the disciplines 

“But we’re Science students: they don’t 
make us think!” Such was the objection of  a 
fellow Science student confronted with the 
task of  writing an essay. I’m afraid to say 
it was said without irony. This student was 
the victim of  a constructed battle between 
the Arts and Sciences. Though it may be 
comforting to specialise in one of  the 
two, it may also be narrowing the range of  
thought processes we take out of  university. 

By my second year, I began to question 
the divide between Arts and Sciences and 
thought, “Why not both?” Enter the Philos-
ophy of  Science. It’s not an oxymoron; there 
is a School of  the Philosophy of  Science. 
Stumbling upon it in the faculty handbook, 
I was confused, intrigued, and signed up.

I walked hesitantly into the lecture. I was 
expecting a battlefield; blood dripping from 
a protractor-induced wound in an Arts 
student’s neck; a Science student crushed 
under the weight of  Tolstoy’s War and Peace. 
Not so. Instead, I found perfect harmony: 
students of  all academic creeds engaged in 
lively conversation on subjects of  Science 
and its Philosophy: Karl Popper and falsi-
ficationism, realism and empiricism, scien-
tific paradigms, and so on. Both sides could 
pit their knowledge against a common 
subject. I had found what I was looking for.

It is amazing what good can be done by 
taking a short stroll from your familiar aca-
demic grounds. Science students venturing 
into the Arts will be given the chance to 
articulate their opinions, form unique ideas 

Superannuation: silent but deadly
Angus Reoch wants his money and he wants it now 

After a year of  unemployment, I was 
pleased to pick up a decent job at my local 
pub. However, receiving my first pay packet, 
I was shocked to discover how much went 
into superannuation (or ‘super’) – a good 
week’s pay had been cut by 9%, the national 
minimum super rate for all Australian work-
ers. While there is a good rationale behind 
the concept of  superannuation, it was dis-
turbing that I did not receive payment for 
2.5 hours of  my 26 hour week. After all, 
what does superannuation really represent 
to a 21-year-old?

The notion of  superannuation is the 
most common of  common sense; forced 
retirement savings so that senior citizens 
may have money to retire comfortably. This 
isn’t simply to save the government from 
giving money to elderly citizens, but in real-
ity ensures that more retirees don’t have to 
suffer the indignity of  living from paycheck 
to paycheck. While superannuation is taxed 
regressively and provides for immense tax 
breaks for the wealthier (as self-funded 
contributions are taxed at 15% across the 
board, although Labor has introduced a 
tax-break for low-income earners), the 

Facebook 
“friends”

 Nathan Oliveri explores the validity of     
our hasty online relationships

It’s almost a subconscious reaction to an 
ordinary chain of  events. Meet, chat, leave, 
friend-request. People feel strangely com-
pelled to add someone on Facebook within 
hours of  meeting them for the first time. 
It seems normal, right? I mean, how else 
do you stay in contact? And if  you don’t 
add them, you risk being perceived as rude, 
snobbish or, God forbid, not particularly 
enamoured with that person in the first 
place.

 The reality of  the matter, though, is that 
every single chance encounter does not 
beget a lifetime friendship, yet we still feel 
the need to add them just in case. Long-
term, this leaves everyone’s friends list with 
a substantial portion of  one-timers, who in 
ordinary life would simply peter away, but 
in the Facebook realm continue to make 
unwanted newsfeed cameos. It’s one of  the 
many great Facebook ironies that the site is 
now drawing us closer than ever to people 
that we may not really care about.

O-Week is the ideal time to see this phe-
nomenon play out, with the aim to meet as 
many like-minded individuals as humanly 
possible. Chances are you will, and chances 
are you’ll seek to friend them in an effort 
to stay in contact and be besties for life. 
Chances are this won’t happen.

The unfortunate reality of  the situation is 
that you will get caught up in a little thing 
called life, and inevitably this contact will 
fall by the wayside. What remains, though, 
is the awkward, lingering online connection 
whereby you continue to learn everything 
about their life: their fervent political trash-
ing of  the Tories, their insatiable fascina-
tion with Two And A Half  Men GIFs, or 
the conglomerate of  annoyingly vague sta-
tuses about their partners (“So sick of  all 
this bullshit. Wish you would just be a man 
about it” – just no).

Of  course, no-one is holding a cyber-
gun to your head. You can still ignore the 
request, after all. However, not only has it 
become such an unconscious reaction to 
accept, but the fact we arbitrarily measure 
someone’s social capital against the number 
of  Facebook friends they have means we 
capitalise on any chance we have to boost 
this total. And, of  course, there’s that mon-
umentally awkward moment where you 
run into them and have to hastily explain 
why you never added them to begin with. 
There’s always something that forces your 
hand, or your mouse.

That said, if  you can personally account 
for every member of  your Facebook friends 
list, I take my hat off  to you.

     

 NETIQUETTE

“Why do students and other 
young workers pay into a 
superannuation account?”

Bro, it wasn’t a real choice.  Go to page 4.

and construct arguments. On the other 
side, an Arts student taking a Science 
subject will be trained in logic and prob-
lem solving, and begin to see the world 
more clearly in terms of  cause and effect. 
So, a call to arms. To the Arts student: 
dig out that scientific calculator with the 

rationale behind the programme is sound.
One must ask: why do students and other 
young workers pay into a superannuation 
account? 

Instead of  being funded towards nec-
essary rent payments, costs of  living or 
simple expenditures (it is your money after 
all), it is legally untouchable, except for 
the ability to direct which superannuation 
company may control your funds. 

For the privilege of  charging some 
nameless corporation with control of  9% 
(soon to be 12%) of  your money, to be 
invested (soundly or otherwise) into the 
stock market, the superfund will pocket a 
fee for a service which you were incapa-
ble of  avoiding.  While already troubling, 
what is worse is that few casual workers 
have any control over which super com-
pany they join – many employers man-

date one specific company. If  you work 
in different areas, you likely have several 
different superannuation accounts, which 
if  not consolidated into one account after 
another will likely end up in a multitude of  
fees being charged. 

Yes, in many cases, these fees don’t add 
up to very much when it comes to univer-
sity students, but there still remains $150 
here, $200 there that was at least once 
yours. Moreover, it is disturbing that one of  
Australia’s four most powerful industries 
(according to a recent Australia Institute 
study) draws much of  its wealth from the 
income of  lower-income workers. 

ABC Economist Stephen Long has con-
cluded that in many cases individuals would 
be much off  if  their money were stored 
in a bank or as risk-free treasury bonds. 
Unfortunately, the only prudential manage-
ment of  money that most superannuation 
funds seem to achieve is that of  lining their 
own pockets: a parasite on all workers, par-
ticularly the young. 

 

La Trobe activists face expulsion

missing lid. Men and women of  Science: 
open that Complete Works of  Shakespeare 
currently holding your bedroom door 
open. On second thoughts, this is not so 
much a call to arms as a call for a cease-
fire in this battle of  Arts vs. Science. 

 C A RT O O N

por qué no los dos?  O P I N I O N
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news
Zoe’s Law
Lucia Osborne-Crowley reports on a 
bill that would grant greater legal protec-
tion to the foetus 

 ASTROLOGY
•	 The	Occupy	movement	will	con-

tinue	to	die	down	around	the	world,	
except	perhaps,	in	the	West	Bank.

•	 Happy	ending:	Craig	Thomson	will	
put	the	HSU	saga	to	bed	by	accept-
ing	golden	handjob.	

•	 The	entire	Essendon	team	will	come	
forward	and	blame	Shane	Warne’s	
mum	for	doping.

•	 USYD	smoking	areas	will	now	also	
contain	pokies	and	SportsBet	moni-
tors.

•	 Young	Libs	will	invite	an	awful	
speaker	to	speak	at	an	awful	event	
and	will	act	surprised	when	they	say	
something	awful.		

•	 Former	Katter’s	Australia	Party	
member	and	outspoken	homo-

phobe,	Bernard	Gaynor,	will	realise	
the	irony	of 	his	name	and	promptly	
explodes	into	a	rainbow.	

•	 Tasmania	will	secede.	No	one	will	
notice	until	2014.

•	 NLS	will	win	the	SRC	elections	for	
the	14th	year	in	a	row.	They	will	
then	start	bipartisan	discussions	
with	the	PAP	in	Singapore.

•	 An	infectious	pop	song	will	cause	a	
rash	of 	deaths.

•	 Abbott	will	blame	the	Greens	and	
Labor	split	on	the	decline	of 	tradi-
tional	marriage.	Also	the	carbon	tax.	

•	 The	Catholic	Church	will	appoint	a	
12-year-old	as	Pope,	finally	solving	
that	problem.

•	 The	Mayans	forgot	to	carry	the	one.	
Surprise!	

On	Christmas	Day	of 	2009,	Brodie	Do-
negan	was	hit	by	a	car	and	lost	her	unborn	
baby,	Zoe.	In	October	of 	last	year,	a	hus-
band	 and	wife	were	 involved	 in	 a	 car	 ac-
cident	 that	 resulted	 in	 the	 death	 of 	 the	
woman’s	 unborn	 child.	 	 Most	 recently	 in	
this	 string	of 	 tragedies,	 this	year	 in	South	
Australia	 a	 pregnant	 woman	 and	 her	 un-
born	 child	 were	 killed	 in	 a	 car	 accident.	
These	cases	are	all	connected	by	their	link	
to	the	ongoing	debate	about	whether	or	not	
an	 ‘unborn	child’	should	be	recognised	as	
having	 legal	personhood.	Can	a	 foetus	be	
considered	a	person?	If 	so,	to	what	extent	
should	a	mother,	or	any	other	individual,	be	
held	 legally	 and	criminally	 responsible	 for	
the	life	and	health	of 	the	unborn	child?

Current	NSW	law	does	not	recognise	the	
existence	of 	a	life	until	a	person	has	been	
born	 and	has	 taken	 their	first	breath,	 and	
thus	 the	 negligent	 driver	 who	 caused	 the	
death	 of 	 Brodie	 Donegan’s	 unborn	 child	
was	 not	 criminally	 charged	 in	 relation	 to	
its	death.	As	a	result,	Christian	Democratic	
MP	 Fred	 Nile	 has	 proposed	 the	 Crimes	
Amendment	(Zoe’s	Law)	Bill	2013	in	order	
to	 ensure	 that	 unborn	 children	 are	 legally	
recognised	by	the	law	in	such	cases.	It	is	the	
third	time	Mr	Nile	has	proposed	a	version	
of 	the	 law	in	the	 last	four	years	alongside	
more	 wide-reaching	 restrictions	 on	 abor-
tion.	It	is	this	version	of 	the	law,	however,	
which	has	seemed	to	gain	the	most	traction	
in	public	debate.	The	government	is	yet	to	
state	its	official	position	on	the	bill.	
The	bill	provides	for	a	maximum	penalty	

of 	 ten	years	 imprisonment	 for	 those	who	
recklessly	cause	serious	harm	to,	or	the	de-
struction	of,	a	 ‘child’	 in	utero.	The	use	of 	
the	term	‘child’,	defined	only	as	the	“prena-

tal	offspring	of 	a	woman”,	is	itself 	contro-
versial,	as	seen	in	the	debates	surrounding	
the	personhood	of 	a	foetus	in	the	US.	The	
NSW	 bill,	 however,	 specifically	 protects	
women	 from	 prosecution	 in	 cases	 where	
they	 themselves	 harm,	 or	 consent	 to	 the	
harm	of 	 the	foetus.	 In	 this	way,	 the	pres-
ent	bill	can	be	distinguished	from	US	cas-
es	 that	 afford	 the	 foetus	personhood.	Bei	
Bei	 Shuai	 for	 example,	 was	 pregnant	 and	
recently	abandoned	by	her	husband	when	
she	ingested	rat	poison	in	a	suicide	attempt	
in	early	2011	and,	following	treatment	and	
recovery,	was	charged	with	murder	by	In-
diana	 prosecutors.	 A	 similar	 case	 saw	 a	
15-year-old	 Mississippi	 girl	 charged	 with	
the	 murder	 of 	 her	 unborn	 child	 because	
she	was	found	to	have	been	suffering	from	
a	cocaine	addiction	during	the	pregnancy.	
The	issue	is	further	problematised	by	its	

inextricable	 links	 to	 the	 ongoing	 debates	
surrounding	 the	 regulation	 of 	 abortion	
in	 Australia.	 Associate	 Professor	 Thomas	
Crofts	 of 	 the	 University	 of 	 Sydney	 ex-
pressed	 concerns	 about	 the	 possible	 dan-
gerous	implications	of 	Zoe’s	Law,	and	also	
noted	that	it	seemed	out	of 	line	with	legal	
frameworks	 in	 other	 Australian	 jurisdic-
tions.	 He	 suggested	 that	 an	 appropriate	
alternative	 to	 these	 reforms	might	 be	 “to	
create	 a	 new	 offence	 to	 specifically	 deal	

with	this	issue,	such	as	child	destruction,	as	
exists	in	WA,”	rather	than	reform	existing	
statute	law.
Brodie	Donegan	 herself 	 also	 expressed	

concerns	about	the	possible	implications	of 	
Zoe’s	Law	on	the	abortion	debate.	‘‘’What	
we	want	has	nothing	to	do	with	abortion…	
We	just	want	Zoe’s	Law	to	be	as	practical	
and	 logical	 as	 possible	without	 religion	 at	
all	 coming	 into	 it.’’	Donegan,	33,	 told	 the	
Sydney	 Morning	 Herald.	 Reverend	 Gor-
don	Moyes,	 a	 member	 of 	 the	 Legislative	
Council	at	the	time	the	bill	was	proposed,	
also	 expressed	 strong	 concerns	 about	 the	
use	of 	Zoe’s	Law	to	reignite	debates	about	
the	 legality	of 	 abortion	when	 speaking	 to	
Honi Soit.	Moyes	commented:	“Fred	Nile	is	
trying	to	make	this	a	test	case	against	abor-
tion.	Doing	 that	 is	 totally	wrong…	Zoe’s	
Law	should	not	be	mixed	up	with	that.”
Of 	course,	even	if 	a	solution	such	as	this	

is	 decided	 upon,	we	 are	 still	 left	with	 the	
unanswered	question,	both	legal	and	philo-
sophical,	of 	how	to	define	when	a	person	
becomes	 legally	 recognised	 as	 such,	while	
avoiding	 the	 accusation	 of 	 this	 definition	
being	 arbitrary	 and	 therefore	 unhelpful.	
As	 these	 debates	 continue,	 it	 is	 clear	 that	
there	will	 be	 several	 issues	 -	 legal,	 ethical	
and	practical	-	to	be	considered	in	relation	
to	any	such	reform.

I
“New	Labor	needs	a	new	direction”	-
The	shutters	click	and	cameras	zoom	-
“I	won’t	be	seeking	re-election.”
On	Lateline,	Tony’s	voice	will	boom
“Tonight,	we’ve	lost	another	Minister.”
As	usual,	Tony	thinks	it’s	sinister	-
Rudd	plotting	and	so	forth;	but	we
Need	not	indulge	conspiracy.
Yet	three	is	no	coincidence.
Nic	Roxon,	Chris,	and	now	Christine	-
A	bloodletting	of 	red	and	green
Too	regular	an	incidence.
What	makes	a	Minister	resign?
Could	they	not	bear	the	party	line?
	
II
Yet	Ministers	need	not	have	whips.
The	Joe	that	was,	then	Benedictus
Could	scarce	pronounce	with	ancient	lips
The	ancient	ailments	that	afflict	us.
Tired	of 	the	endless,	pointless	praying
Tired	of 	the	past,	and	sorry	saying
(Though	not,	it	seems,	of 	pomp,	and	awe
And	being	exempt	from	federal	law)	-
Imagine	him,	after	matins	-
Describing	his	discord,	ennui
While	making	noun	and	verb	agree.
(Camus	could	not	have	written	Latin.)
The	Pope	himself ’s	in	despair’s	throes	-
What	hope,	then,	for	more	fallible	Joes?
	
III
For	circumstances	have	resigned	us
To	fear,	and	hate,	and	No	New	Tax
And	daily	now	the	polls	remind	us
Of 	leaky	boats	they	want	turned	back.
(For	with	those	boats	our	hopes	are	sink-
ing.)
If 	hopes	are	merely	wishful	thinking,
If 	there’s	no	more	that	we	can	do,
Should	we	not	end	our	own	reigns,	too?
How	easy	would	be	sweet	surrender
To	Tony,	Geert,	and	laissez-faire.
How	much	more	pleasant	not	to	care
To	quash	the	hope,	however	slender
Of 	worlds	instead	built	on	agape.
Yet	still	it	seems	the	coward’s	escape.

Harry Stratton is well-versed in 
the news events of this summer

STATE POLITICS

“Fred Nile is trying to make this 
a test case against abortion.”

News in 
Revue

Honi’s predictions for 2013

You’re still at college... So you still lose.
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SCIENCE

Zoe’s Law

Science is cooler than you
Science did heaps of cool shit over 
summer, writes Mischa Vickas

Scientists began their summer in a place 
close to its absolute antithesis: a subglacial 
lake 800 metres below the surface of  Ant-
arctica. In January, a team of  US research-
ers drilled a hole through the Antarctic 
ice sheet to see if  the lake harbours life.

And it does. A “large wetland eco-
system” to be precise, complete with 
about 1 000 bacteria for every drop of  
water sampled, all of  them having not 
seen the light of  day in millions of  years.

Not that they need it. The bacteria are 
non-photosynthetic, and likely get their 
energy fix from minerals extracted from 
the lake’s rocks.

Finding life in such an extreme envi-
ronment may hint at the possibility of  its 
existence outside of  Earth, perhaps in 
underground oceans on the moons Jupiter.

Feeling that Jupiter was too far, NASA’s 
Curiosity rover settled for the planet Mars in 
its search for extraterrestrial life. The probe 
landed on our neighbour last August, but has 
only recently started using its instruments.

Throughout November and December, 
Curiosity heated a soil sample to see what 
would boil off. A higher than anticipated 
amount of  water surprised researchers, 

but there was an absence of  the carbon-
containing compounds needed for life as 
we know it.

Equally curious is James Cameron, who 
earlier in 2012 felt inclined to sink 11 km in 
a submarine to the deepest point on Earth: 
the Mariana Trench in the Pacific Ocean.

But the scientific results from his expedi-
tion were not revealed until December. Cam-
eron, fittingly the director of  both Titanic 
and Avatar, found potential new species of  
sea cucumber that may contain medicinal 
chemicals, cracks in the seafloor where 
life may have originated, and communities 
of  microorganisms feeding off  methane.

Back home, Australian researchers were 
looking at something else from the micro-
scopic world: HIV. HIV is well-known as 
the precursor to AIDS, but the research-

The year is 2020 and the world is con-
trolled by swarms of  roving nanobots…

…while that is never going to be a real-
ity nanotechnology is already all around us. 
It is part of  the food we eat (if  it’s geneti-
cally modified), in our computers and even 
in your sunscreen. The nanotechnological 
revolution won’t be ending any time soon. 
Recently, scientists created a material lighter 
than air which will have a significant impact 
on electronics.

Part of  this interest lies in material prop-
erties at nanoscale (‘nano’ being one bil-
lionth of  a metre) being significantly dif-
ferent from those on a larger scale. This 
small size also poses some legitimate health 
concerns. With so much economic poten-
tial, in a race for end products, how well 
are benefits and risks being balanced? Will 
regulation stifle scientific and commercial 
freedoms? The risks posed by nanomate-
rials have been acknowledged as unknown 
by the World Health Organisation.

There isn’t a simple answer. Carbon nano-
tubes, which are shaped like a straw and are 
1/60000th of  the diameter of  a human hair, 
have been shown to produce similar symp-
toms to those of  asbestos exposure in the 
lungs of  mice. Nanotubes are one of  the 
strongest materials on earth and potential 
applications range from light sabre batter-
ies to space elevator cables and even body 
armour.

Nanomaterials can also be used in medi-
cine as they are so small they can travel 
through the bloodstream. This means more 
targeted drug delivery and better imaging 
for things like cancer. But we don’t know 
what happens to them once they get there.

Kathleen Eggleson, a research scientist at 
the Center for Nano Science and Technolo-
gy at the University of  Notre Dame (USA) 
said in the Chicago Tribune “we haven’t char-
acterised these materials very well in terms 
of  what the potential impacts on living or-
ganisms could be.” 

For researchers, this means using a pre-
cautionary principle – assume the worst 
and cover all bases. For the average con-
sumer, there’s no need to panic. Not all 
nanomaterials are hazardous to health; if  
you are concerned about what you’re using 
look at the product warnings. 

Hopefully, sometime soon, I’ll be putting 
my order in for a teleportation device and 
a hoverboard.   

Kate McDonell investigates the possibili-
ties and risks of nanotechnology 

Is your 
sunscreen 
trying to 
kill you?Beer before grass, you’re on your arse; 

grass before beer, you’re in the clear. It’s a 
helpful little rhyme to keep in mind when 
you’re nearly finished a six-pack and you see 
a joint coming your way. It’s a good piece 
of  wisdom to pass on to a friend as they’re 
hurling up their guts and weeping over a toi-
let bowl after following tequila shots with a 
cone or two. And it’s backed up by serious 
research done at Harvard.

A study from Harvard Medical School 
confirmed what seasoned party animals had 
been saying for years; you’re more likely to 
end up dangerously wasted if  you smoke 
weed when you’re already drunk. The sci-
entists conducting the experiment did this 
by getting a group of  volunteers to various 
levels of  drunkenness, giving them joints, 
and then testing their blood.

They found that the drunk groups ab-
sorbed the active ingredient in pot smoke, 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), a hell of  a lot 
faster and at much higher levels than the so-
ber group. So while the non-drinkers were 
getting a chilled-out buzz going, the group 
with alcohol on board were getting a Snoop 
Dogg level dose of  dank sticky icky.

The researchers believe the effect is prob-
ably due to the alcohol causing relaxation 
and dilation of  the blood vessels in the 
lungs. As the vessels widen, more blood 
flows through your lungs, which absorbs 

and carries more THC through your body.
Keep in mind that once these unusually 

high levels of  THC reach your brain, your 
mental functions have already taken a fair 
beating from the booze. It’s no surprise 
that you can go from being five beers deep 
and raging on the dance floor to wonder-
ing how to stop the room spinning in a 
couple of  puffs.

ers from Queensland and Victoria essen-
tially found a way to incapacitate the virus.

They made a genetic change to a protein 
normally found in HIV and introduced 
the mutant protein to human cells. When 
the cells were infected with HIV, the pro-
tein stopped the virus from replicating. A 
proven treatment, however, is still distant.

And from the micro to the macro, 
astronomers using NASA’s Kepler space 
telescope have estimated that our gal-
axy is home to at least 17 billion planets 
the size of  Earth. Multiply that by the 
hundreds of  billions of  other galaxies 
the universe contains and you get…a 
lot of  other planets we could fuck up.

So, what did you do over summer?

Lachlan Munro has never smoked 
grass, before or after beer, because 
it’s against the law

As for the second half  of  that saying 
‘grass before beer, you’re in the clear’, the 
same research group did basically an identi-
cal study in reverse. They found that giving 
people joints before they drank reduced the 
absorption of  alcohol.

 So there you have it, confirmation of  the 
crucial rule for mixing alcohol and pot.

Harvard researchers get high... 
then drunk

Cartoon by Rose McEwen

Don’t stop believin’. Hold on to that feeeeeeling.
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strike

It has been almost a decade since mem-
bers of  the National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) last went on strike at Syd-
ney University. 

In 2009, the NTEU threatened to strike 
on two occasions, only to cancel strike ac-
tion at the eleventh hour when the Univer-
sity’s administration agreed to back down 
on proposed changes to pay and working 
conditions. At that time, the union’s key 
point of  contention with University man-
agement pertained to the introduction of  
‘teaching only’ positions for academics - an 
idea that perhaps belies the fixation on re-
search output that led management to at-
tempt to cut over 300 staff  in 2012. But the 
administration’s proposed amendments to 
the new Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
(EBA) are arguably the most draconian in 

over a decade.
The 2013-2015 EBA is at the heart of  the 

NTEU’s current dispute with the univer-
sity. The new EBA will dictate the condi-
tions of  employment for staff  for the next 
four years, and stipulates things such as pay 
increases, working hours and leave entitle-
ments. Recent enterprise agreements have 
offered staff  pay increases of  15-20% over 
three or four years. The new EBA offers 
only 2% per annum, an increase that fails to 
even keep up with inflation, meaning staff  
would be taking a real wage cut. 

In addition, and amongst many other 
changes, it proposes to reduce sick leave 
entitlements by 60%, remove restrictions 
to increased casualisation, and abolish the 
so-called 40:40:20 provision, which states 
that 40% of  academics’ time is to be spent 

on research, 40% on teaching, and 20% on 
administration.

While these changes undoubtedly reflect 
a University management that is hostile to 
its own academic staff  to an almost un-
precedented degree, they are also emblem-
atic of  the direction of  tertiary education 
in recent decades. The Dawkins reforms 
of  the late 1980s exposed Australia’s public 
education system to market forces by mak-
ing government funding contingent on ex-
tensive metric-based reporting on research 
and courses. This led to the modern phe-
nomenon of  endless management plans, 
‘key performance indicators’ and a general 
corporatisation of  the university. The con-
sequences for both students and staff  have 
been obvious: students have become pri-
vate consumers of  education, while staff  

are increasingly at the mercy of  fickle man-
agement policies, particularly in an age of  
deregulated labour markets.

Indeed, the last academic strike at the 
University of  Sydney, in 2003, was not so 
much about the contents of  the University’s 
proposed EBA as it was about the Howard 
government’s attempt to force universities 
to offer staff  individual contracts, rather 
than have all staff  covered under a collec-
tive enterprise agreement. And despite the 
repeal of  the worst elements of  John How-
ard’s industrial relations policy, the trend 
towards a more casualised and deunionised 
academic workforce has continued. With 
a Coalition victory in this year’s election 
now appearing inevitable, education and 
industrial relations policies are unlikely to 
improve in the interests of  students and 
academics.

The NTEU’s week one strike is signifi-
cant in that it signals that the union is willing 
and able to take industrial action in the face 
of  severe attacks on the rights of  arguably 
the most important workers in the modern 
economy - our educators. But it will also 
highlight some of  the more fundamental, 
structural issues in the Australian tertiary 
education system, which are not given 
nearly enough attention by our politicians 
and the mainstream media. The strike may 
inconvenience some students and staff  on 
the first few days of  the teaching semester, 
but that’s the point. We all have a stake in 
the quality of  our higher education system. 
The strike is primarily about a more equita-
ble EBA for staff, but one would hope that 
it also provokes some meaningful discus-
sion about the future of  higher education 
in this country.

Peaceful Protests
TOP 5...

Neha Kasbekar prefers tranquil discussions to bellowed chants 

Walking off the job
Nick Rowbotham explores the NTEU’s history of industrial action

The Peruvian Flag Laundry Opposition movements around the world could learn a lot about attention-grabbing from Peru. In 2000, Peruvian protesters met daily in 
Lima’s main square for months and washed the Peruvian flag over and over with soap water to cleanse the flag of  then-President Alberto Fujimori’s “dirty” brand of  politics. 
Seeing his critics express their dissatisfaction in a fairly moderate way, Fujimori took a good look at himself  and then invited everyone around the discussion table to redress 
grievances in a transparent and reasonable manner. Hah, are you new here? Fujimori stayed in power until a video implicating him in a dodgy deal surfaced. Still, plaudits are 
due for a truly PETA-worthy demonstration by protesters. 

Students and staff march down City Rd during the staff cut protests of 2012. Photo courtesy of Greens on Campus

Canadian Road Maintenance When the government authority responsible for roadworks in Saskatchewan ignored the worsening potholes in Highway 32, residents of  
a neighbouring town, Leader, logically decided a nude calendar was in order. The calendar featured twelve locals each photographed in their birthday suits next to particularly 
noteworthy examples of  the potholes. You may laugh, but the calendar made roughly $40,000, and shortly after its release in 2007, the provincial government committed itself  
to a big-budget highway renovation project. Ball’s in your court, people who complain about CityRail.

SlutWalk Now a global protest march, SlutWalk originated in Canada when, in 2011, Toronto Police Constable Michael Sanguinetti suggested that a good safeguard against 
rape would be if  women didn’t dress like sluts. But why stop there? For the full rape deterrence package, why not consider upgrading to a muumuu or sleeved-blanket? Choos-
ing not to support the muumuu- and/or slanket-producing industry, Toronto feminists instead organised a protest march in support of  women wearing whatever they choose 
to wear without being harassed, which, fine, seems like a better way of  dealing with things on reflection.

SOPA/PIPA To prevent two bills with grave consequences for internet freedom being passed in the US Congress, thousands of  websites, including Wikipedia, Reddit and 
Google, went on a blackout for 24 hours in 2012, either by restricting access to content or posting information about the bills and encouraging users to contact their govern-
ment representatives or friends and family in the US. The protest was wildly successful, with members of  Congress folding within a matter of  days. Having sworn only to use 
the word in its defined semantic capacity, I am unable to conclude, “EPIC,” but never have I been more sorely tempted.

Rosa Parks  Today’s ‘did you know’: did you know that before Rosa Parks was a punchline for your less-than-impressive life struggles, like how you’re “the Rosa Parks of  
the buffet line/Boxing Day sales queue”, she was an inspiring symbol of  non-violent resistance in the civil rights movement? At the time, some suggested that the real reason 
that Parks refused to vacate her seat for white bus passengers was that her long working hours had left her tired. This might seem like the kind of  wilful stupidity that could be 
spotted by anyone whose primary writing implements are crayons. And having to deal with the pointless parsing of  her motives in addition to racial injustice sets Parks apart 
from all the protests in this Top 5, elevating her to a very worthy first.

5

4

3

2

1

You sign up to every single club.  If you are a mature age student turn to page 13.  If you’re a college student turn to page 15.  If not congratulations...  and turn to page 5.
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pictorial

HONI SOIT: A HISTORY
Dom Bowes and Lucy Watson delve into the archives to explore Honi’s sordid past.

The Beginning!

Sport! And War!

Conservative historian Keith Windschuttle really liked drugs in 1967. 
He wrote in defence of  LSD’s legality when NSW was trying to ban 
it, and published a recipe for how to manufacture the drug. More than 
40 years later, he claimed that the recipe and passages that praise the 
effects of  LSD were written by a shifty American spy, sent by the CIA 
to promote hallucinogens and therefore deter the anti-war movement. 
Sure, Keith.  

Sexism!

Nazis!

Drugs!

Sex!

Solidarity!

Funny Stuff!

The Future!

Honi Soit began in 1929, after Commemoration Day 
pranks led to a severe backlash against students in main-
stream media. These Telegraph headlines from May 1929 
recommend students march for penance after “des-
ecrating” the cenotaph in Martin Place. Honi aimed to 
present the student perspective in the media.

Despite its rebellious foundations, Honi 
was pretty boring for a while there. During 
that big event - known to most as WWII 
-  all they reported on was the fact that their 
precious sport was cancelled.

“Miss University” pageants were held in the 50s 
and 60s. Originally founded by the Women’s Union 
and the Aboriginal Scholarship Scheme (ASS - eep) 
as a fundraiser, the quests sought to find the most 
beautiful female students, including this Miss Sci-
ence who “included her phone number but listed no 
hobbies”. Women, right?!

In 1964, Honi editor Michael McDermott published 
a shit tonne of  Nazi propaganda in the name of  free 
speech, including this poster reading “The Great Lie of  
the 6,000,000” in reference to the Holocaust. Shiiiiiit. 
Unsurprisingly, there was a major backlash against the 
paper, with letters condemning the editor flooding in. 
McDermott published these under the heading “The 
Jewish Line”, and was promptly fired the next week. 
SRC President, the man we now call Justice, Michael 
Kirby pushed for his removal, while notorious former 
Honi editor and current sexist prick Bob Ellis fought 
for the anti-Semite.

By the 1970s, Honi was into sex 
as much as everyone else. Look, a 
guy with boobs instead of  a face! 

In 1976, the “homosexual 
edition” was written by the 
lesbian feminists, at a time 
when almost the entire gay 
movement was run by men. 

Poor ECOP, it’s  
always been fucked.

Honi  has been a voice of  student activism since the first 
fighting statements in 1929. In 1995, the editors, along with 
six other editorial teams around Australia, republished a piece 
from La Trobe’s newspaper, Rabelais, on how to shoplift. The 
editors at La Trobe were facing up to six years jail time, but 
the  charges against them were eventually dropped.

Some funny peo-
ple have edited Honi, 
including folk from the 
Chaser, who produced 
this in 1995. 

Wait, this 1999 ad isn’t actually a joke.  
Oops.

Don’t worry 
guys, we’ve got this 
covered.

xoxo, Honi 2013.
In 1999, Honi made their stance on VSU public (and pretty)

You ask everyone you know to come to the society’s Annual General Meeting so you can stack out the vote.  If your plan is a success, turn to page 16.  If not, turn to page 17.
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         ommunity. The word always used 
to trigger a vaguely nauseated feel-
ing in me. Having grown up on an 

insular peninsula north of  the bridge, this 
suburban c-bomb of  a word only brought 
to mind the parochial pride of  over func-
tioning P&C parents, or holier-than-thou 
Sunday mass attendees.

That was, of  course, until I found com-
munity for myself  in the back courtyard of  
a tiny gallery at the end of  King Street.  I 
had two pages of  poetry crumpled in my 
sweaty hands and I was, according to the 
lingo, a slam virgin. It was the very first 
Caravan Slam, a travelling poetry event 
in the St Peters and Newtown area.  That 
night, fifteen spoken word poets stepped 
up to introduce themselves in a three-min-
ute burst of  poetic flair, and in this small, 
tucked away art space, the atmosphere 
soon became electric. I had come knowing 
no one, but the creative energy and posi-
tivity filled up the whole space. People in-
troduced themselves freely, bonding over a 
common appreciation of  the performance. 
By the time the poetry had finished, no one 
among that motley and fiercely individual 
crew felt like a stranger. My love affair with 
community had begun.

Fast-forward two years from that day. 
Jade Oldfield, performance poet, artist, and 
monthly host of  Caravan Slam, is proud of  
the community that she has helped to ini-
tiate. Her first foray into organising com-
munity events took the form of  Chess 
Club, a monthly night of  drinks and chess 
(think milk crates and tealights for mood) 
that began at an anarchist bookstore in 

Newtown and went strong for four years in 
studio spaces and venues around Newtown 
and Marrickville. “It began as a really small 
thing amongst friends,” says Oldfield, “but 
it turned into an amazing community event 
that brought so many different people to-
gether.”  

Like Chess Club, Caravan Slam began as 
an event dominated by the Newtown-Mar-
rickville set. However, the ‘caravan’ aspect 
of  the monthly night, which travels each 
month to different venues all over Sydney, 
has meant that this particular community 
has transcended its beginnings as a child of  
the creative underbelly of  the inner west 
and become a monthly meeting place for 
people from all areas of  Sydney and beyond. 
“There are people of  all ages and walks of  
life,” says Oldfield, who plays MC to the 
event. “Some really strong friendships have 
developed. Even if  I only see these people 
once a month, they’re my good friends. 
When you hear someone’s poetry, it’s like 
knowing them before you’ve even met.” 
She says that the most important basis for a 
community is a common interest. “It’s not 
about the Inner West,” she says, “It’s not 
about anywhere. It’s about forming bonds 
between people of  a common interest and 
a similar worldview.”

Reclaim the Lanes is another example 
of  how an individual with a bright idea 
can bring together a diverse crowd of  
like-minded people. Organised by local 
Newtown artist Chris Lego, the event had 
its fifth and final instalment earlier this 
month. Meeting at Peace Park, Newtown, 
in the early afternoon, the crowd of  hun-
dreds enjoyed a laneway festival that moved 
between three different backstreets and 
continued into the night. More meaning-
ful than a simple street party, Lego’s vision 
was for an event to celebrate reclaiming 
public space and rediscovering some of  
Newtown’s forgotten laneways.  A colour-

ful, motley crew of  hundreds danced to the 
beat of  a wheelie bin sound system under 
banners with slogans such as ‘COMMU-
NITY SPIRIT’ and ‘HOORAY FOR EV-
ERYTHING’. Through hula hoops and 
glitter, chalk and facepaint, locals and their 
friends celebrated the creative culture and 
diversity of  the local area. “You could even 
call it a bit tribal,” says Jade, making refer-
ence to the festival goers, face painting and 
dancing in the mud. 

Even if  it exists as a world detached from 
Sydney’s broader society I suggest to Old-
field that in this cynical and isolated world, 
it’s crucial for us all to reclaim and redefine 
the c-word. 

“It’s amazing seeing the Caravan Slam 
community grow, and the new events 
that have come out of  that to al-
low people to come together.... Cre-
ative communities will survive 
anywhere, people find each other.”

C

“A colourful, motley crew 
of hundreds danced to the 
beat of a wheelie bin sound          
system”

In praise of community
Caitlin Still investigates why community isn’t just for youth groups and baby boomers.

Photo: Don Pezzano

B
ackground photo by Angelina  Potapova
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Being totes Gen Y ‘n’ that, before I in-
terviewed comedian Matt Okine I posted 
on Facebook to see if  there was anything 
people would like to me to ask him. Aside 
from the usual pseudo-witticisms of  social 
media, one question stood out: “ask him 
who the fuck he is”. Winner of  the presti-
gious Best Newcomer Award at last year’s 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
(MICF), Okine is a rising star of  Australian 
comedy. However, his imminent ascendan-
cy has not been without its setbacks.

As a nineteen-year-old novice he burst 
onto the scene in 2004, reaching the nation-
al final of  the MICF Raw Comedy Com-
petition. “That was my fourth gig; the first 
three being the heat that I won, the semi-fi-
nal that I also won and the state final where 
I came runner-up,” Okine explains. Having 
launched the careers of  the likes of  Wil 
Anderson, Josh Thomas, Tom Ballard and 
Chris Lilley, performing at the national final 
is often the impetus needed to elevate a
comedian from open mic nights to sell-out 
shows, radio, and television. “It was a great 
intro into the scene, but I didn’t do very 
well… a guy called Nick Sun came on, he 
ended up winning that year, and he had this 
great act about making fun of  ethnic come-
dy,” Okine says. “Basically [he was] shutting 
it down, which I couldn’t hear from back-
stage, and it’s my fourth gig, I’m a half-Afri-
can dude, so that was a lot of  my gear at the 
time,” he laughs. “So I went out there, did 
my best, and came off  going: “why didn’t 
anyone laugh?” Then four months later I 
got the tape from Raw and I saw Nick Sun 
demolish it… and then I came on after-
wards and did pretty much everything he’d 
just made fun of.” 

The disappointment of  failing to im-
press the comedy institution is still fresh in 
Okine’s mind. “That probably set me back a 
year or two… I mean it’s one thing to make 
it to the Raw final, it’s another thing to make 
it and then bomb in front of  all the impor-
tant people who are watching.”

So, instead of  throwing himself  headfirst 

into the comedy circuit, Okine returned 
to Brisbane to complete his acting degree. 
“We were there every single day for eight 
hours… pretending to be a tree,” Okine 
recalls, “like genuinely pretending to be a 
tree or a bee or a sloth.” From there, he 
continued to follow his thespian calling: “I 
finished the degree, stayed in Brisbane… 
did a couple of  awful ads. I did a McDon-
alds ad,” he says. “I had to go out to the 
meat factory and get shown that it’s all 
natural beef  or whatever and then at the 
end the lady goes: ‘so it’s all 100% beef ’, 
and I’m like: ‘no bull?’, and she goes: ‘nah 
mate, no bull’, we all have a little chuckle 
and then I shoot myself  in the face.”

Despite these dalliances with advertis-
ing, comedy was still in the forefront of  
Okine’s mind. After yet another setback 
in 2007 involving a disappointing Rove ap-
pearance, Okine was desperate to silence 
his critics. So, he wrote his debut solo 
show and took it to Melbourne, deter-
mined to win Best Newcomer. “Fuck man, 
that was so stressful,” he recollects. “I can-
not tell you how intense that entire festival 
was for me. Because I had one shot to win 
that award right? Because of  the Rove thing 
I felt that I needed to earn back respect 
from the industry,” he says. “I’d wake up 
and spend the whole day just stressing, be-
ing like: ‘how can I make this show bet-
ter?’... It took me up until the very final 
week… to accept that what I wanted to say 
in the show wasn’t what I was saying and 
that I needed to trim the fat, stop being in-
dulgent… [stop] skating over the top of  it 
because I was too scared to commit to the 
whole point of  what I was saying,” he ex-
plains. “Expressing the whole experience 

of  my mum dying, and the circumstances 
in which it happened. Making it so that it 
wasn’t just story of  someone dying, you 
know ‘this happened and oh isn’t it sad,’ 
but more about the various points along 
the way that made me who I am today.”

A Best Newcomer award on the mantel-
piece, having opened for Parks and Recre-
ation’s Aziz Ansari at the Opera House, and 
with regular guest appearances on Triple J 
and Can of  Worms, the future looks bright 
for Okine. “Hopefully TV this year… hav-
ing a regular spot, be it in a sketch show or 
a live panel show capacity,” he forecasts. “I 

think at least one of  those things will hap-
pen this year.”

He has learnt from his past mistakes 
though: “I’m hoping, but you never
know… I never believe anything until I’m 
sitting on my couch and watching
myself, otherwise there’s too many vari-
ables that can get fucked up along the
way.” 

So to answer that first question: Matt 
Okine’s the next big thing in Australian 
comedy, that’s who the fuck he is.

Catch Matt Okine this Thursday at the Pack of  
Jokers comedy night in the Maclaurin Hall. 

PROFILE

“It’s one thing to make it to the 
Raw final, it’s another thing to 
make it and then bomb in front 
of all the important people who 
are watching.”

Austrian writer-director Michael Haneke’s 
Amour has a very late release here. When 
it arrives however, it does so with quite a 
reputation after winning the Palme d’Or at 
Cannes last year and having built as strong 
an Oscar campaign as a foreign film ever 

has. The plot to Amour is brutally and de-
ceptively simple – a retired octogenarian 
couple has their comfortable existence and 
titular love put to the test when the wife 
suffers a stroke and, under the dutiful care 
of  her devoted husband, her mental and 

physical condition rapidly deteriorate. It’s 
not about what happens to the wife (this is 
given away in the startling opening scene), 
but the process itself  of  how a couple in 
love after fifty years deals against hope with 
a tragedy neither could have prevented hap-
pening. We see photos and hear memories 
of  their long, happy lives and there’s the 
bittersweet underlying message that despite 
the tragedy and indignity of  what befalls 
the couple over the course of  the film, they 
couldn’t have asked for a fate any better. 

That the husband and wife are played by 
legends of  the French cinema Jean-Louis 
Trintignant and Emanuelle Riva is particu-
larly relevant to cinephiles – these are ac-
tors that we have seen age over a half-cen-
tury, barely recognisable from their screen 
beauty and grace in classics like Hiroshima, 
Mon Amour and And God Created Woman. 
Riva rightfully earned a Best Actress nomi-
nation as the suffering wife, playing a very 
brave and difficult role – films on ageing 
have been made before, but it’s not eaxactly 
The Bucket List – her mental and physical 
decline is something that is extremely con-

fronting and heartbreaking to watch, and 
told with an unflinching honesty that is 
near unprecedented in film. Trintignant is 
brilliant in his first film role in 14 years, as 
the husband conflicted with love, despair, 
and above all, frustration and helplessness.

While this film is unmistakably Haneke – 
filmed with immaculately framed interiors 
and long static takes, and dealing with pre-
vious thematic concerns, particularly class 
and ethnic isolation in contemporary Eu-
rope – it lacks the detached, nihilistic out-
look of  something like his brilliant Funny 
Games or The Piano Teacher. Rather, there’s 
a warmth and compassion that his detrac-
tors had always found lacking and Haneke, 
now 70, has openly talked about his own 
marriage and the personal significance of  
this film, suggesting that one of  the world’s 
foremost artists is still evolving and devel-
oping a new level of  self-expression. In 
short, this is a must-see – you’ll be unlikely 
to see a more emotionally engaging, pro-
vocative or quite simply, better, film this 
year.

FILM REVIEWAmour
Brad Mariano reviews the film Margaret and David both gave five stars.

Watch This Face...
Jack Gow tells you why you’ll regret missing this guy on Thursday night.

What are you doing here, Mum?
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•  We buy & sell textbooks according to demand
•  You can sell your books on consignment.   

Please phone us before bringing in your books.
•  We are open to USYD students & the public

Don’t pay full price for textbooks... 
buy them at SRC books.

textbooks
CHEAP!

NEW Location! Level 4, Wentworth Bldg  
(Next to the International Lounge) 
Hours: Mondays to Fridays 9am - 4.30pm 
Phone: (02) 9660 4756   
Email: books@SRC.usyd.edu.au

Search for text books online 
www.src.usyd.edu.au/default.php 

Call 02 9660 4756 to check availability  
and reserve a book.

From here 
to fraternity
Sam Murray engages in subterfuge and 
swordplay in the States

 FIRST PERSON

You’re walking around and you bump into a third year from your college.  They ask you to skull a gallon of milk and vodka.  If you’re forced to drink it go to page 4.  If you’re not, turn to page 7.

Fraternities. They’re a big deal in 
America. Everyone cool is in them and 
they throw the best parties, complete 
with sorority girls. However, as an ex-
change student at the University of  
Pennsylvania, I’m not actually eligible to 
join any fraternities. But there was no 
way in hell I was going to let my tempo-
ral visa status get in the way of  enjoying 
this critical part of  Americana.

Suddenly I became Sam, the junior 
transfer student from Australia, due to 
graduate in three years. Americans love 
Australians, and so my cunning decep-
tion managed to win me an invitation 
to pledge with a fraternity, which the 
brothers of  the fraternity offered only 
after ambushing me with a bursting 
champagne bottle outside my dorm 
room. 

I joined seven other pledges at our 
first event on a Saturday evening at 
7.45pm. Unfortunately, we were sup-
posed to arrive at 7.44 pm, and we were 
punished accordingly. A shattered wine 
glass and eight vodka shots later, the 
brothers shut us in a room for hours, 
our watches and phones confiscated so 

that we could only guess at how long we 
were stuck in that cell based on celes-
tial time-keeping. Brothers would come 
in, assign us arbitrary tasks and force us 
to take shots if  we failed at a spread of  
heroic acts, such as coming up with a 
‘brotherly’ synchronised dance in thirty 
seconds. In between such visits, they 
forbade us from speaking, and saddled 
us with other poorly defined rules. This 
led to hilarious situations of  us ges-
ticulating widely, trying to use crude 
sign language to argue over the exact 
interpretation of  specifically what was 
included in rule three: “don’t touch any-
thing behind the counter”.

After one of  the pledges collapsed 
from too many shots, and another was 
evacuated from the room for reasons 
that still remain unclear, Brother But-
ters marched the remaining six of  us 
through a sequence of  rooms where 
we, now all completely smashed, were 
given memory tests on film clips about 
brotherhood, played a game of  Chinese 
Communist monopoly and were asked 
what animal we would screw to save our 
family (goat was the popular option). 
They gave us a set of  band-aids, which 
they advised us in the strongest possible 
terms to hold onto. Then they marched 
us into the main initiation room, a run-
down lounge, with the symbols of  the 
fraternity hastily painted on plastic ta-
bles, as the brothers surrounded us like 
a herd of  territorial elk. The brothers 
stripped us of  our shirts and readied 

fraternity pins to jab into our exposed flesh. 
After watching the more nervous of  our 
pledge class freak the hell out, the brothers 
withdrew the pins at the last minute. After 
that traumatic test, my memory starts to 
get a little shaky, although it’s probably safe 
to say that we embarked on more drinking 
games. Also, I’m pretty sure a sword was in-
volved at some point in the evening.

A few days later, as the indentured ele-
ments of  servitude that also happen to 
afflict pledging surfaced, I came clean. 
Considering that I had managed to get a 
lot of  free stuff, and had gained access to 
their sacred ceremonies, they were pretty 
chill about it. Apparently they’re one of  the 
more laid-back fraternities on campus…

Getting blind drunk with a pothead. Cartoon by Erin Rooney.
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Django Unchained is not the cathartic racial 
revenge fantasy that the trailers promised. 
Rather, this surprisingly conservative 
film is, at its essence, about the role of  
the individual in righting wrongs that the 
government is either unwilling or unable 
to fix. The first half  of  the film concerns 
the titular character (Jamie Foxx) and his 
mentor Dr Schultz (Christoph Waltz) as 
they act as bounty hunters in the southern 
United States, reflecting how when the 
government is unable to apprehend certain 
criminals, some of  whom are hiding in plain 
sight, the onus falls on private individuals 
to bring them to justice, for a cost. Yes, 
really, the film glorifies the privatisation of  
crime enforcement. 
 The film goes further in its implicit praise 
of  gun rights. Django’s skill with a pistol 
is his only source of  status and power in 
a world, which due to government, laws 
and social structures, otherwise condemns 
him. His gun allows him to not only rise 
above his allotted position in life, and 
fulfill his potential, but proves critical in 
the righting of  wrongs. The revolver is 
the great equaliser, as it allows him to take 
vengeance on his former overseers, and 
rescue his wife in the latter half  of  the film, 
instead of  relying on the state to achieve 
true justice. 
 Finally, the climax of  race in the film 
is surprisingly not between the black 
Django and the black house slave Samuel 
(Samuel L. Jackson). They represent two 
different ways of  approaching being part 
of  a minority; Django representing an 

Tarantino champions 
gun rights in Django

 “He has produced the most […] resonantly 
beautiful, disturbing yet appealing and 
approachable, body of  verse of  any poet 
in the last twenty five years,” wrote Alan 
Brownjohn in 1975, speaking of  Philip 
Larkin. Had Brownjohn been writing today, 
it is not too fanciful to imagine him applying 
a similar description to Justin Bieber – the 
prodigy whose clarity, wit and profound 
insight have led him to be crowned the 
voice of  our generation. 
 Despite the different eras that they 
inhabited, Bieber and Larkin came from 
similar family backgrounds (both being 
only children with difficult or non-existent 
paternal relationships) and shared, or 
share, a cynical attitude to fame. Larkin 
once observed: “I think writing about 
unhappiness is probably the source of  my 
popularity, if  I have any.” Likewise, Bieber 
concisely remarked: “I dunno… uh…it 
[fame] is special. But I … uh… don’t want 
people to just think of  me as, like, a teen 
sensation.” 
 If  this weren’t enough (it often is), 

Larkin and Bieber also share several poetic 
characteristics: deceptively limpid language, 
a flair for the controversial, and subtle yet 
striking imagery. Consider, for example, 
these lines from Bieber’s erotic oeuvre 
‘Boyfriend’:

Swag, swag, swag, on you
Chillin by the fire while we eatin’ fondue

The act of  “chillin” (here meaning relaxing) 
is cleverly juxtaposed with the lovers’ 
position by the fire. Things between the 
narrator and his Dark Lady are not literally 
or even metaphorically “chillin” – they are 
heating up, in all senses of  the phrase. 
 We are also presented with a visual 
contradiction: the orange of  the fire beside 
the pale cheese fondue. This paleness leads 
us to associate the fondue with “chillin” 
and not with “fire” – forgetting, of  course, 
that the cheese must also be hot, or it 
wouldn’t be melted. (NB: The inclusion 
of  cheese may also be a veiled reference to 
Bieber’s musical genre). Bieber’s masterful 
manipulation of  words shows us that 
though they may seem incompatible – like 

the notion of  chilling near fire – both he 
and his muse fit perfectly together. They 
make sense. Love makes sense of  them. 
And things are about to get saucy. 
 While Larkin also uses this technique, 
it is for the opposite effect. Rather than 
something glamorous, sex is squalid and 
strained – as depicted in these lines from 
‘Toads’: 

[…] folk live up lanes
With fires in a bucket,
Eat windfalls and tinned sardines-
They seem to like it.

Again, fire and eating are metaphors for 
sex. But rather than blend together, the 
windfalls contrast with, or even put out the 
fires, and the folk ‘seem’ to like it, rather 
than being utterly engrossed, as Bieber is 
with his lady: “If  I was your boyfriend, I’d 
never let you go”.
 Saying this, there is also a darker side to 
Bieber’s depictions of  sexuality. Academics 
have frequently analysed misogynist 
undertones in Larkin, but few would dare 
to take a similar approach to Bieber. To 

fail to do this is to ignore his blatantly 
condescending attitude towards women. 
Though superficially idolised, the opinions 
of  women are repeatedly dismissed or 
assumed: “I know you love me, I know 
you care”(‘Baby’), “I don’t know about me 
but I know about you”(‘Boyfriend’). Even 
the eponymous nickname ‘baby’, repeated 
55 times throughout his magnum opus, is 
heavily laden with possessive and literally 
patronising implications. It might even be 
tempting to draw an oedipal interpretation 
from this: the baby is not a reference to 
his former lover, but a wish to return to a 
childlike state alone with his doting mother, 
protected from “shawties” and their “eenie 
meenie ways”. (Here I might refer to 
Larkin: “They fuck you up your mum and 
dad”.)
 In light of  the similarities between these 
two great poets, it is surprising that up until 
now no critic has ventured to make such an 
obvious, vital comparison.

Bieber, the Larkin of our generation?

active willingness to achieve one’s potential 
regardless of  sufferings, and the rejection 
of  narratives of  weakness and misfortune. 
All the ‘white man’ does in this film to 
help Django is literally unchain him and 
give him a gun, and he does the rest. By 
contrast, Samuel represents passivity, and 
a willingness to buy into narratives of  
inferiority, preferring to despise those of  
his own kind who have the ambition and 
pride in themselves to rise above what 
they have been given in life, and seek 
something greater. It is Django’s triumph 
over the narrative of  voluntary servitude, 
and his ascension to almighty heights as an 
individual (with his trusty gun, of  course) 
in spite of  society and culture telling him 
otherwise, and the failures of  government, 
that gives the film its conservative edge.

Lulu Smyth explores love, sex and misogyny in the works of the two poets

high brow
Low Brow

Sam Murray is Right, trust us

You spend the rest of your life wearing polo shirts and chinos. If you pull the look off, turn to page 6. If you don’t, turn to page 13.
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It doesn’t matter how big your school 
was, it was not as big as this place.  
This place has its own postcode, which 
makes it even bigger than Rooty Hill 
RSL.  Even the satellite campuses are 
many times bigger than most high 
schools.  So adjusting to this change 
can be exciting, challenging and down 
right horrifying.

The workload here is significantly higher 
than for most high schools.  There is 
less individual direction and increasingly 
larger class sizes.  The onus really is on 
you to stay focused and do lots of  work 
to learn all of  the required information.  
Most students will tell you that you don’t 
have to do the readings before tutorials 
or read all the resources you list in your 
assignments.  What they won’t tell you is 
that this is an extremely stressful way of  
not doing very well at uni.  Being full time 
at uni is definitely more work than being a 
full time worker.

Studies have shown that if  you don’t 
make some sort of  attachment to the 
uni by about week six you’ll find it very 
difficult to be successful in your degree.  
Your attachment may be that you’ve met 
some other people who like the same 
hobbies as you, so check out all of  the 
different clubs and societies available 
through the Union.  If  you get the chance 
to go through the O-Week stalls then 
you can meet them face to face and join 
straight away.  If  not, you can find them 
online and go along to a meeting.

Your attachment may be your love for 
the subject material.  Take the time to 
complete at least the required readings 
so that the lectures make sense to you.  
Attending classes is compulsory for a 

The Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship (DIAC) has currently 
announced new Post-Study Work 
Arrangements – this will be incorporated 
into the existing Temporary Graduate 
(subclass 485) visa. 

You might be eligible for this visa if  you 
meet all of  the following:
• Be under 50 years of  age

• Apply for this visa in Australia

• Score minimum of  6 in each of  the 
four components of  IELTS or can 
demonstrate competent English level

Welcome to the Big House…  
(well not in a prison kind of way)

Ask 
Abe

Abe is the SRC’s welfare dog.  This column 
offers students the opportunity to ask 
questions on anything.  This can be as 
personal as a question on a Centrelink 
payment or as general as a question on 
the state of the world.  Send your questions 
to help@src.usyd.edu.au.  Abe gathers his 
answers from experts in a number of areas.  
Coupled with his own expertise on dealing 
with people, living on a low income and 
being a dog, Abe’s answers can provide 
you excellent insight.

Dear Abe,

I’ve attended all of  the sessions and stalls 
available at O week.  I was wondering if  
there was anything else I needed to know 
to be able to do well at this degree.

Just a Little Bit

Dear Just a Little Bit,

I’ve seen lots of  different types of  people 
go through uni and I reckon there’s a bit 
of  a recipe for success.

Attend all of  your classes and do all 
of  your readings.  This sounds like 
more work than just bluffing your way 
through tutorials, but you’ll actually 
pick things up much quicker and have 
a better understanding of  the material.  
Assessments and exams will also be easier 
to prepare for and you will score better 
marks.  Most importantly you are less 
likely to fail anything, meaning you won’t 
have to repeat a subject.

Check out the Learning Centre courses as 
soon as you can.  Some people say they 
have no time to do these extra courses, 
but actually putting in the time for them 
now, will save you heaps of  time later.  
Generally speaking people who get help 
from the learning centre will improve their 
marks by one grade.  That is, if  you would 
have got a pass for that assignment you’d 
probably get a credit with the Learning 
Centre’s help.  Check out their website too.  
They have great modules on referencing 
properly and time management.

Deal with any problems you have during 
the semester WHEN THEY HAPPEN.  
Talk to SRC HELP or someone in the 
Faculty to get whatever it is you need. 

Most of  all allow yourself  to have fun.  
This should be an awesome time of  your 
life.

Abe

NeW visA ArrANgemeNt:  
no more points test and at least 2 
years of unrestricted work visa!

• Completed at least a Bachelor degree 
level or above in Australia

• Held a qualifying student visa includ-
ing subclass 572, 573 or 574

• previously applied for your first 
student visa after 5 November 2011 

The biggest benefit of  this new 
arrangement is that you no longer need 
to nominate an occupation on the Skilled 
Occupation List (SOL) or satisfy any 
points test in order to qualify! This will 
allow some students to complete their 
professional year or obtain the required 

work experience to apply for a further visa 
later.

If  you wish to read more about this 
new visa arrangement, you can either visit 
the DIAC website, or contact Ms Annie 
Zeng, a registered migration agent from 
SRC Legal Service. We can discuss your 
particular circumstances to see whether 
you are eligible for this new arrangement, 
completely free of  cost! Call the SRC on 
02 9660 5222 and we are happy to help 
you with all immigration or visa related 
questions.

reason, so save the socialising for another 
time.

Your attachment may be as simple 
as meeting a new friend or potential 
new partner.  This is always exciting.  
Remember to have fun, but don’t neglect 
the main reason you are here.

Remember that most people feel just 
as nervous and out of  place as you do – 
even the ones that have friends here from 
high school.  Try to be yourself, so that 
you avoid huge surprises to them and to 
you.

Another area of  difference to high 
school is the increase to your own 
personal freedom.  The University prefers 
to treat you as an adult.  You are free to 
make your own decisions about alcohol 
and other drugs, and sexual activity.  If  
you have questions about anything to 
do with these feel free to contact the 

SRC.  We can always point you in the 
direction of  reliable and non-judgemental 
information.

Living in Sydney is increasingly difficult 
for anyone on a limited budget.  It needs 
to be affordable so you’re not spending 
more than 10 – 15 hours a week working 
(for a full time student) to be able to 
support yourself.  It needs to be stable, 
so you are not worrying about whether 
you’ll have somewhere to live next week, 
or whether your flatmates are going to 
pay their rent.  It needs to be appropriate.  
Some students we have met were sleeping 
on a balcony in the middle of  winter 
and not getting very much sleep.  Being 
constantly sick will not help you pass your 
course.

You’re not alone here.  There are lots of  
people willing to help you settle in.  The 
trick is to ask for help.

You spend your life bitter as Honorary Treasurer.  See Peter Costello for a good role model.
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SRC
President’s Report
David Pink is your President

president@src.usyd.edu.au

Hey Bel! It’s going to be a long year, m8.

Hello students, my name is David Pink 
and I am your President.

Sydney University SRC is the hub of  
student activism in Australia. We are the 
strongest student union in the country, 
with thousands of  students participating in 
our campaigns; we are the rock of  the Na-
tional Union of  Students, and during the 
Anzac Day long weekend we will be host-
ing EduFactory!, the biggest activist con-
ference of  the year.

Last year, I was Education Officer – that 
means I’ve been writing these reports ev-
ery week for over a year, so I thought I’d 
make a change from the clichéd ‘welcome 
to students’ that Presidents always make 
and instead give you an idea of  what the 
student movement is fighting for your edu-
cation to look like.

This is what we and the National Cam-
paign Against Fees and Cuts fight for:
	 The abolition of  all fees in higher 

and further education and the abolition 
of  all student debt owed.
	 The reversal of  all budget cuts to 

education and research.
	 An adequate maintenance grant to 

allow every student over 16 to live inde-
pendently, out of  poverty.
	 Free care services and additional 

maintenance support for every student 

with one or more dependents.
	 A living wage, a safe workplace, 

a live-able pension, holiday pay, sick pay 
and a maximum 35 hour week for every 
education and research worker, every ap-
prentice and every intern, with an end to 
privatisation and outsourcing in our in-
stitutions.
	 Recognition of  research students 

as workers as well as students, with asso-
ciated rights to limited hours, minimum 
pay, healthy and safe workplaces, holi-
days, sick leave, academic freedom, and 
protection from harassment and unfair 
dismissal.
	 An end to racist, xenophobic and 

discriminatory treatment of  international 
students. Abolish international fees, open 
the borders and end surveillance.
	 An academic environment that 

is feminist, pro-LBGTIQ, anti-racist 
and anti-ableist, and that actively works 
against oppression and for inclusion.
	 Campuses safe from surveillance 

and harassment on grounds of  religious 
and political beliefs. Police off  our cam-
puses, and an end to the use of  education 
workers to enforce police and immigra-
tion controls and surveillance.
	 Academic freedom for all – free-

dom to teach, learn, enquire and publish 

must not be limited by, or subject to, the 
goals of  the state or those of  the owners 
of  industry.
	 All schools, colleges and univer-

sities to be run not-for-profit under the 
full and democratic control of  their staff, 
students and communities, including all 
currently private and profit-making insti-
tutions. The abolition of  unelected, unac-
countable management.
	 Knowledge open to all – our lec-

tures, museums, books and journals must 
be accessible to all, free of  charge, to cre-
ate truly open, common and public edu-
cational institutions.
	 An end to investment in and links 

with exploitative, unsustainable and vio-
lent industries, including the arms trade 
– education must not be founded on the 
suffering of  others.
	 These are to be funded using the 

wealth of  those who can afford it: we 
demand progressive and fully enforced 
taxation of  business and the rich, and the 
socialisation, under democratic student 
and staff  control, of  currently privatised 
elements of  the education system.
	Sustainable education and research 
– our institutions mustfunction in an en-
vironmentally sustainable way, and their 
activity must contribute in theory and in 

practice to forward-thinking, socially just 
solutions to local and global threats and 
crises such as climate change.

Solidarity with staff  in the Week 1 strike
Their fight is our fight.

General Secretary’s Report general.secretary@src.usyd.edu.au

Hey,
If  you’re reading this it means it’s O-

Week.  Welcome to USYD or welcome 
back *shudder*. Either way an introduc-
tion is probably in order, I’m Dylan Parker 
and I’m your SRC General Secretary for 
2013.

The SRC is your student association 
and it fights for your rights as a student. 
In short, it’s the place you go if  you’ve got 
your back to the wall. We provide academic 
and welfare caseworkers, a FREE legal ser-
vice, a secondhand bookstore, $50 emer-
gency loans and, the only weekly student 
newspaper in the country, Honi Soit, just 

to name a few.
As an intro to my role as General Secre-

tary, my job is to make sure that the budget 
is in the black, the lights stay on and you 
get to keep the life-saving SRC services that 
students rely on year after year. In 2013, I’ll 
fight to make sure we don’t get distracted 
by ideological frivolities on either end of  
the spectrum. Not the sexiest of  roles but 
it’s important considering Howard (wows-
er) tried to shut this whole “supporting 
students” operation down with Voluntary 
Student Unionism (VSU). Thankfully, the 
Gillard Government took us a step forward 
after 2 steps back under Howard with the 

SSAF. Anyway, that’s my job and that’s 
your SRC. 

As an aside, get involved. Come up to 
the SRC O-Week stall and sign up, chat to 
a caseworker or our free lawyers, or grab 
a copy of  SRC Orientation or Counter-
Couse handbooks for advice about your 
courses and uni life. Also, with cross-stu-
dent organisation love in mind, join a club. 
Actually, join ten. Look, after a while the 
magic of  the sandstone and overcrowded 
tutorials wears off  and only the student 
life will keep you here.

Dylan Parker says hey

Education Officers’ Report education.officers@src.usyd.edu.au

The first time student enrolling in Syd-
ney University is subjected to a barrage of  
information about degrees, courses, librar-
ies, cafes, clubs, societies, sports and news-
papers. For the newly enrolled student it 
becomes quickly apparent that tertiary edu-
cation means something more than a path-
way to employment. However, one thing is 
often missing from the plethora of  univer-
sities’ self-promotion; and that is a sense of  
tertiary education as a political arena. This 
exclusion is deliberate; universities would 
like to see themselves as apolitical. Higher 
education is a controversial area, and the 
political agenda of  both the federal gov-
ernment and the university’s management, 
in turn greatly affects students at Sydney 
University.   

In 2012, the education officers and the 

education action group fought hard to 
defeat the university management whose 
manifesto included dismissing 340 staff, 
whilst simultaneously committing $385 
million to non-essential infrastructure 
projects. This decision however was met 
with overwhelming opposition including: 
10, 000 signatures collected by the SRC, a 
crime scene stunt outside the VC’s office, 
a 1500+ staff/student rally in week 5 fol-
lowed by 150 students occupying the Dean 
of  Arts office and an EAG staged referen-
dum which allowed 97 percent of  the 4000 
students to vote against the cuts. The result 
was saving almost 300 academic and gen-
eral staff  jobs. 

In 2013, our role will be just as important 
as we continue to fight the government and 
university administration on these and other 

issues. With the Labor party already dereg-
ulating course places and the possibility of  
an Abbott-headed Coalition government at 
the next federal election; deregulation, fur-
ther staff, course cuts and the privatization 
of  HECS are increasingly possible threats. 
Our fight is not limited to government is-
sues. We also come up against the Univer-

sity Administration over their treatment of  
students and staff  as well. Some areas of  
concern this year will be the proposed cuts 
to Honours, the reduction of  Koori Centre 
services and the changes in the staff  Enter-
prise Bargaining Agreement (EBA). 

You can get involved! The Education Ac-
tion Group meets weekly during semester 
at 1pm on Thursdays in the New Law An-
nexe to discuss and plan campaigns around 
education issues. Our role as Education of-
ficers is only secondary to yours. Without 
the support and activism of  students on a 
grass-roots level our struggle for a quality 
of  education wouldn’t be possible! This is 
your chance to shape and determine the 
education system around you.

Tenaya Alat tas educates you on her role
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SRC

You spend your days training to become a diplomat or transfer into law. If you fail to do either, turn to page 9. If you succeed at becoming a diplomat, turn to page 20. 

Vice President’s Report vice.president@src.usyd.edu.au

Welcome to USYD O-Week 2013! Wheth-
er you’ve attended six before; each time 
searching for a club that might tempt your 
return post free welcome drink, or you’re 
fresh out of  school/travels /the real world, 
we all know uni education and experiences 
occur between classes- so this is possibly a 
better indicator than the first week back.

Along with joining every club in sight at 
my first O-Week, I found myself  search-
ing for an on-campus environmental justice 
group. I found rows of  stalls for clubs, fac-
ulty societies, sports and charities but could 
not seem to find a likeminded group active 
on issues in the world - mirrored at uni-
versity, even school - that I was passionate 
about. University has historically been the 
place where students show the world the 
change we wish to see - so where were these 
students?

It wasn’t until I tripped over a ‘Green 
Campus Now’ banner on my confused path 

to the Kopy Stop that I found the crew I 
had been looking for. But in all honesty I 
must have been walking with my eyes wide 
shut for whether you’re active (or want to 
be!) on feminism, refugee rights, queer pol-
itics, there’s likely a collective stall for you. 
And for issues that are under-represented 
on campus- such as indigenous affairs and 
disabilities, there are SRC office bearers 
who’d love to collaborate!

 ‘Collectives’ (differing from USU ‘clubs’) 
are run through the Student Representive 
Council as a means for like-minded stu-
dents to organise and socialise together - 
bringing about fantastic campaigns on and 
off  campus. Their ‘non- hierarchal’ struc-
ture means that there is no president or 
secretary, but instead, an opportunity for 
everyone to be equally involved. Meeting 
weekly, collectives also host events such as 
discussion groups, marches, stalls, confer-
ences, dinners, working bees, picnics and 

general fun times. Many are connected to 
a broader university network, so participa-
tion in a USYD collective could help fos-
ter friendships around the country! Collec-
tives are also a great place to share useful 
skills; from fixing bikes to graphic design. 
In fact, in the first few weeks of  semester, 
the SRC will be conducting a cross depart-

ment skill share. So if  you’ve got the skills 
or even if  you just want to meet some re-
ally rad people, come and check it out. (PS. 
Collectives are ‘SRC ’ so you don’t even 
need moolah or an access card to be in-
volved!)

Be sure to have a chat with the collec-
tive stalls near the SRC tent at O-Week.  
Anti-racism (ARC), Education (EAG), 
Environment (SEAC), Queer (QUAC) and 
Women’s all have some superb campaigns 
planned and are always looking for new 
ideas. And if  you’re reading Honi on the 
train home?  Not to worry- contact me at 
vice.president@src.usyd.org.au or visit us 
in the Wentworth building basement to get 
involved. 

Involvement in student life, working to-
wards the changes we wish to see in the 
world and making friends - that’s what 
uni’s about right? Chatting to a collective 
this O-Week is a great place to begin.

Amelie Vanderstock gives you a tour of O-Week

Women’s Report usydwomenscollective@gmail.com

Hello to new and old students of  Sydney 
University! If  you are picking up Honi Soit 
for the first time you are on the right track 
towards an engaged, thought-provoking 
university life. The production and distribu-
tion of  Honi is one of  the many great ser-
vices provided by the SRC. The SRC is also 
the centre of  activism on campus. 

One of  the largest and most active depart-
ments of  the SRC is the Women’s Depart-
ment. The Women’s Department is served 
by the Women’s Officers (who, for this year 
are Hannah and Emily) and directed by the 
Women’s Collective. The Women’s Collec-
tive meets every Wednesday at 1pm in the 
Women’s Room, Level 1, Manning House. 
The collective is open to all Women-Iden-
tifying students or those students who have 
lived in part or in-full as women. There is 
no prior knowledge or experience of  femi-
nism needed to attend, and you are most 
welcome to sit back and listen until you feel 

ready to participate.
The Women’s Collective has been re-

sponsible for a number of  important cam-
paigns and events on campus and in the 
community. Last year, we hosted a wom-
en’s performance night, put together a re-
sponse to the National Union of  Students’ 
Talk About It Survey, and were central in 
the organisation of  the massively success-
ful Reclaim the Night rally. In addition to 
this, the collective also has a social side. We 
host dinners, film nights, and attend rel-
evant events together.

The Collective is looking forward to an-
other great year in 2013. In January, we 
produced and launched our annual publi-
cation; Growing Strong (pick one up from 
the Women’s Room if  you are interested in 
having a read!), we also launched our Twit-
ter account (@SRCwomens) and raised 
awareness about issues of  consent and re-
productive rights during O-Week. There is 

a lot more to look forward to throughout 
the year, including the NOWSA (Network 
of  Women Students of  Australia) confer-
ence in Melbourne and more work on Talk 
About It. 

In the coming months, we are looking 
forward to participating in the USU’s In-
ternational Women’s Day Festival (March 
7th on Eastern Ave). We are also very ex-
cited to attend the march in Sydney CBD 
on 9th as a collective, and hope to meet be-
forehand and share breakfast together in 
the park. 

We are also very excited to be involved 
in the launch of  a cross-campus women’s 
network! The inaugural event will be on 
the 21st of  March. Watch this space for 
more details as they become available.

We encourage every woman-identifying 
student to contact the Women’s Collec-
tive, whether it is through Facebook, email 
(usydwomenscollective@gmail.com), 

Twitter, in person or over the phone (9660 
5222) and have your say in how the Wom-
en’s Collective should be run! 2013 is such 
an important year to get involved, being an 
election year in which women’s rights are 
a central policy focus, and with possible 
challenges to women’s reproductive rights 
on federal, state and even campus levels. 

We at the Women’s Department look 
forward to providing support and encour-
agement throughout a challenging year for 
both students and women!

Hannah Smith and Emily Rayers are calling all women-identifying students

Queer Officer’s Report    queer.officers@src.usyd.edu.au

The queer community at Sydney Uni has 
always been diverse, exciting, and colour-
ful, but it can sometimes be difficult to get 
involved. There are a few different queer 
groups on campus, and if  you’re a new stu-
dent (or even an old one) you might find 
this small guide useful.

First off, there’s SHADES. It’s a so-
ciety in the University of  Sydney Union, 
so you’ll need to be an Access member to 
join, but it’s definitely worth it! SHADES 
throws the best parties in town, as well as 
speaker nights, social drinks, and a whole 
range of  great events for queer students 
and their friends.

If  you’re keen on theatre, creativity, and 
having a great time, you should join Queer 
Revue. Queer Revue is an annual comedic 
theatrical production completely written 
and directed by queer and queer-friendly 
students. It’s a great way to have fun and 
meet new friends. Even if  theatre isn’t your 
thing, I highly recommend that you get in-
volved. You won’t regret it!

The Queer Action Collective (QuAC), 
supported by the Students’ Representative 

Council, is another great group on campus. 
It’s inclusive, friendly, and welcoming, and 
it’s a great place to relax and make some 
good friends. Unlike SHADES and Queer 
Revue, you can join QuAC for free. It has 
weekly meetings and great events, like 
games nights, queer trivia teams, and just 
general FUN.

You should definitely join all three! If  you 
have any questions, or want more informa-
tion, feel free to get in touch with me! My 
email is queer.officers@src.usyd.edu.au and 
I’d be more than happy to help you out or 
answer any of  your questions.

Hope to see you soon!

Fahad Ali knows his way around the queer spaces at uni

Queer Revue 2012
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               Cryptic Crossword
Across

1.   Stimulant:Intestine:subsection:soft-drink (4, 4)
5.   Parent insect disemboweled an Eider (6)
8.   Regular section removed from plaid bolster (3)
9.   Two objective is toward a cultural unit (4)
10. SA run attack towards a distant planet (6)
12. The time it’s guessed to take for a type of  testing not to 
start? (3)
15. Pit cave has no physical end, it ‘finished’ spiritually (6)
17. Spanish in Galapagos outskirt is contained inside, god 
forbid (6)
18. Ice (drug) stashed under lip (4)
19. Alice crazed on Soft Drink (2,3)
20. Wisconsin Energy’s website (4)
21. Many die from foreign pedicures (excluding Peru’s) (4)
22. Devotee has appreciation for soft drink (5)
23. Ruth Park’s first is put on computers electronically, at 
last (4)
24. A commercial-free decent match (6)
25. Contribute to the greatest expression of  pain (6)
28. Cunning insect beheaded after initial success (3)
30. Fairy’s drink (6)
32. Doctorate with relation to Iced Coffee (4)
33. A near finishing achievement leads to self-importance 
(3)
35. Complimentary gravity instrument caused reversal? (6)
36. Vet season for an American soft drink (2, 6)

Down

1.  Hidden within an occupant’s container … (3)
2.  … is Mark Holden’s penultimate response to a 
wind up (4)
3.  A state of  deep unconsciousness when in 
company with mother (4)
4.  A subsidiary proposiion for a problem where 
only 2/7ths has been ruled out (5)
5.  Soft drink win amounted to be lunacy (8, 3)
6.  Leader put Arts in disarray (4)
7.  Large bird contained in Adelaide Museum
11. Angelic Descartes reviewed what is found in 27-
down, 1-across (9)
13. Examine if  initial yes-men take the stand (7)
14. Most of  Bosch endlessly wept for the odd poets 
company (9)
15. Coronate a Hebrew with Ellis’s odd favoured 
assets (5, 6)
16. Heroic Latvian at war (7)
18. Spooner’s turn in regulation energy drink (3, 4)
26. Very happily broadcast after Love Knight (2, 3)
27. Drop dead model’s eating regiment (4)
28. Withered oracle speaks … (4)
29. … a cry in an ancient word, underneath the 
boundless Alps (4)
31. Revolutionary speech for equality (3)
34. Belonging to US, or outside UN’s moiety? (3)

QUICK CROSSWORD

Across

1.   Without smoke (8)
5.   A fancy dock (6)
8.   Select as an alternative over another (3)
9.   Babylonian god of  wisdom (4)
10. Book in the new testament (6)
12. Possess in the past (3)
15. Hawaiian greetings (6)
17. Celebration of  the resurrection of  Christ (6)
18. Hindu god of  fire (4)
19. Protest song writer (5)
20. Maori war dance (4)
21. Small urban area (4)
22. Took in solid food (5)
23. Nihilistic art movement (4)
24. Chronological accounts of  events (6)
25. Creased crown hat (6)
28. New music that appeals to teens (3)
30. Dull; dejected (6)
32. Brother of  Thor (4)
33. A metric unit of  measure (3)
35. Leader of  the Trojans (6)
36. Dependent by virtue of  youth (8)

Down

1.   From; away (3)
2.   Nocturnal insect (4)
3.   Come to rest (4)
4.   A woman who tells fortunes (5)
5.   Half-sister of  King Arthur (6, 2, 3)
6.   Avatar of  Vishnu (4)
7.   Female member of  a religious order (3)
11. A trait of  dignified seriousness (9)
13. A genus of  about 6 perennial herbs (7)
14. Type of  Protestantism (9)
15. Ancient Greek grammarian (11)
16. Relating to a taxonomic order (7)
18. Vivaldi’s first name (7)
26. American University on Rhode Island (5)
27. English statesman who opposed a royal divorce (4)
28. A sharp point (4)
29. Informal term for father (4)
31. Lyric poem (3)
34. The day before (3)

It looks like you’re doing 
a cryptic crossword.

Would you like help?

DA CRYPTIC CODE

Jim Fishwick opens Pandora’s Box.

Every cryptic clue has a definition 
and an explanation. The definition 
is a synonym for, or a description 
of, the solution. The explanation 
describes the word in another way. 
   Firstly, work out which part is 
the definition, and which is the 
explanation. The definition can be at 
the start or the end of  the clue, but 
never the middle. Secondly, work out 
how the explanation works.

Synonym 
At its simplest, explanations can be 
another definition. The “of ” just 
makes the sentence grammatically 
correct. It’s STAPLE, geddit? 
 
Anagram 
Anagrams are also commonly 
employed  in cryptic clues, and 
are indicated by a word relating to 
change or disorder, such as smashed, 
confused, new, perhaps, arranged, 
or disguised. For example, the word 
“broken” in a clue like “World of  
broken heart (5)” signals an anagram, 
which means you need to find an 
anagram of  “heart” that means 
“world”. EARTH! 

Charade
Like a game of  charades, sometimes 
the solution is spelled out bit by bit. 
Take “Furniture will annoy insect (6)”: 
Furniture (BED) will annoy (BUG) 
insect (BEDBUG). Or, “Head of  state 
overtakes hits (5)”: Head of  state (S – 
words like “head”, “start” or “chief ” 
often refer to the first letter of  a word) 

overtakes (LAPS) hits (SLAPS). 

Reversal
Exactly what the subheading says, e.g. 
“Satan has lived up (5)”: “up” signals 
reversing the word “lived” to get a 
synonym for “Satan”.

Homophones 
Homophones are words that sound 
like each other, which are indicated 
in clues by phrases such as “sounds 
like”, “we hear” or “audibly”. For 
example, “Girl said to be in a book 
(4)” can be interpreted as a girl’s 
name that sounds like part of  a book, 
i.e. PAIGE/PAGE. You know it’s 
the second one because the answer is 
four letters. 

Puns 
Constructors can be loose with 
grammar, or how they define 
things. Yes, this means puns. 
These types of  clues are indicated 
with a question mark, e.g. “Quickly 
appreciate the audience? (4, 3, 8)” 
makes LIKE THE CLAPPERS. 

WHAM, BAM,

A N A G R A M !

TRORAC

GAVIES

REVASG

CANIT

Q: What do you call an alligator in a vest?

A: An

-

When you are famous, don’t forget to have an interview with Honi
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STOP THE BOAT SHOES [THE SOIN] STOP THE BUDGIE SMUGGLERS [THE  SOIN] ALAN JONES’ PERSONAL ASSISTANT DIES OF SHAME

JOE HILDEBRAND 
INTERVIEWS JOE 
HILDEBRAND ON 
BEING DUMB,  
DRUNK, AND RACIST

In a major coup for the university, 
amateur cricketer and former 
prime minister of  Australia, John 
Howard, has been appointed to 
head the timetabling centre as 
it processes student enrolments 
for 2013. However, when stu-
dents logged in to access their 
timetables last week, many were 
shocked to find that the units 
displayed were not the ones they 
had registered for. Asked to com-
ment, Howard declared, “We 
will decide what students are 
enrolled in and the circumstances 
in which they are enrolled.” 

Steps are being taken to 
move timetable processing off  
campus to the grounds of  the 
Faculty of  Health Sciences at 
Cumberland as part of  a policy 
known as the Lidcombe Solu-
tion. Howard insisted the move 
was necessary to prevent the 
university from being overrun by 
boat-shoe-wearing people. He 
said they would be intercepted 
as they came up City Road and 
housed in the International Stu-
dent Lounge until they could 
be removed to Cumberland. 

An SRC spokesperson has con-
demned the policy as inhumane, 
“Many of  these boat-shoe-wear-
ing people have never been west 
of  Bondi. How do you expect 
them to survive in Lidcombe?” 
But Howard remained firm say-
ing, “We are a generous and 
open hearted university. On a per 
capita basis, we take on more 
boat-shoe-wearing people than 
any other tertiary institution. 
But if  we are to retain enough 
room for full fee paying interna-
tional students, we must insist 
on our fundamental right to 
protect our sandstone borders.”

THE LIDCOMBE 
SOLUTION  

 SOIN EXCLUSIVE

FIRST YEAR 
MISPRONOUNCES 

‘HONI SOIT’, 
SHITS PANTS

In a rare double-dipping of  
social embarrassment, reports 
are emerging that Sydney Uni-
versity first year Jarred Baker 
allegedly mispronounced the 
name of  university newspaper 
Honi Soit while simultaneously 
shitting himself  uncontrollably.

“It’s a difficult name. I don’t 
speak French. I shouldn’t be 
expected to know these things,” 

commented Baker, refusing to 
change his pungent attire. “It’s 
my first day, everybody. I think I 
should be given a second chance.”

Baker, who considers himself  to 
be more of  a Bull reader, evacuated 
his bowels with such intense force 
that few heard him mispronounce 
the final syllable of  the university 
paper’s name. Some believe this 
might be his only reprieve from what 

would be a disastrous first 
impression at a new university.

“Thank God no one actually 
looks at this shit,” he said, 
tossing aside his copy of  
Honi Soit and proudly walking 
home in his shit-stained jorts.

 WORK WANTED

Joseph 
Aloisius 
Ratzinger

WORK EXPERIENCE:
1927: Born?
1939-1945: 
1951-2004: General 
involvement in Catholic 
Church
2005-2013: POPE!
2013: Not Pope anymore.

SKILLS & ACHIEVEMENTS:
• First Pope to resign in 600 years since the dude 
that ended the biggest schism of the Catholic 
Church
• Youth organising in Germany
• Good with children
• Missed the opportunity to basically end AIDS :)

“Lacks commitment but decent guy” - God
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Supreme Leader of North Korea 

8am I’m sick of being shown 
up by the amazing diet at-
tempts of my countrymen so 
I keep breakfast small. Got to 
find out their secret - Atkins 
perhaps? 
 
10am Finding it tough to get 
hold of my favourite snack 

foods at the moment. Had to 
trade nuclear secrets with Iran 
to get my hands on my mid-
morning Mars Bar. 
 
1pm Ravenous after having the 
national men’s soccer team 
executed for failing to win a 
medal at the Olympics. Seven 
ham and tomato toasties. 
 
4pm Feel the need to comfort 
eat when latest nuclear mis-
sile doesn’t make it across the 

South Korean border. Manage 
to locate another three Mars 
Bars. 
 
7pm Chicken for dinner. Free 
range because freedom of 
movement is of Supreme im-
portance to me.  
 
10pm Cup of chamomile to 
help me relax, and then it’s 
lights out. For the whole 
country.

M i r a n d a 
Devine is 
wearing a 
slim cot-
ton dress 
and a huge 
smile when 
we meet for 
lunch in Cafe 
Shenkin on 
King St. When 
she laughs, it 

is with the childlike glee of a happy 
soul. You’d never guess she was one 
of the most hated columnists in all 
Australia. More divisive than a frac-
tion and more conservative than jam, 
the famously right-wing Telegraph 
columnist isn’t going to let her critics 
upset her.

“Christians are the most persecut-
ed group in the world,” she says as 
I sit down. Mistaking my confusion 
for agreement, she carries on. “As 
a Christian country we should be 
prepared actively to discriminate in 
favour of persecuted Christian refu-
gees.” 

She’s gathering some strange looks 
from around the cafe, but with a flick 
of her luscious brown curls she con-
tinues on.

Devine’s upset when her latte ar-
rives with regular milk instead of 
soy. “That’s so gay,” she says. When 
a nearby customer asks her not to 
use such homophobic language, she 
refuses to apologise. It “doesn’t actu-
ally refer to homosexuality,” she ex-
plains with an eye-roll. 

Unprovoked, she insists on telling me 
about Chrissie Swan’s habit of smok-
ing while pregnant. “Frankly, there 
are worse things for unborn children. 
Like abortion,” she says. She drinks 
her coffee black and bitter. 

Devine and I part with a kiss on the 
cheek. The scalding hasn’t yet healed.

Editors’ note: These quotes were taken 
from The Daily Telegraph. Don’t sue us. 

CHAT
with Kat

Mistakenly rhyming with groin since 2013

MY DAY 
ON A PLATE
KIM JONG-UN

The beleaguered board of  Sydney 
Uni Sport & Fitness (SUSF) has 
vigorously defended the use of  stu-
dent funds for the purchase of  hu-
man growth hormone, peptides and 
erythropoietin (EPO).

In a hastily convened press con-
ference, SUSF CEO Bruce Davies 
explained that such performance-
enhancing drugs have formed the 
basis of  the university’s sporting 
success for decades. “You don’t 
honestly think that if  our guys were 
any good they’d still be enrolled do 
you? Of  course not, they’d be off  
playing professionally, like proper 
sportspeople,” Davies said.

“It makes absolutely no sense that a 
premier learning institution should 
funnel the overwhelming majority 
of  student funding into a glorified 
sports and rec centre with no stu-
dent representation,” Davies said.

“SUSF isn’t run to help students: 
students can’t even afford our fees,” 

Davies said. “Those drugs are the 
only reason for our continued suc-
cess and ipso facto, the only reason 
we still exist.”

“If  we don’t spend all this money 
on performance-enhancing sub-
stances, we’d be no good at sport 
and then the university would have 
to be judged solely on its academic 
credentials,” Davies said. “And we 
all know that would be an injury 
that Sydney Uni could never recover 
from.”

This is just the latest controversy 
to rock the SUSF administration. 
Last week, allegations of  athletes 
having rectal suppositories forcibly 
administered under the guise of  
mandatory ‘glute massages’ were 
substantiated by a special The Soin 
investigation.

“I don’t know, they just touch our 
butts a lot,” said star athlete James 
Crompton. “Yeah, I guess no other 
coaches really seemed that inter-

ested in my butt before, it didn’t 
seem like an integral part of  my 
archery training… but whatever, go 
Lions!”

When questioned about the issue, 
Davies responded: “that’s a fact 
made up by the liberal media, with 
your fucking questions and your in-
sistence on evidence and account-
ability.”

SUSF DOPING SCANDAL ROCKS SYDNEY UNI

St John’s College Public Relations 
Officer Georgie Carter has today 
announced the College’s plans for 
a “family-friendly” 2013 O-Week.

In a press conference held in the 
College chapel, Ms Carter detailed 
a raft of  safety measures that will 
be enforced throughout the week. 
“We are aiming to ensure that each 
and every student walks away from 
O-Week with a warm and gooey 
feeling inside,” she said.

“We definitely have a very strong 
pastoral focus this year.”

Plans for the week include boiled 
egg and spoon races, crocheting 
sessions, bible studies, volunteer-
ing at the RSPCA, reading to elder-
ly citizens and pillow fights.

Carter is adamant the plans pose 
no threat to the student popula-
tion. “We have covered all safety 
bases this year,” she said. “Fresh-
ers will actually be individually 
bubble-wrapped for the duration 

of  the week, and they will only be 
allowed to touch each other below 
the knees and on the head.”
“Consumption of  any and all liq-
uids is forbidden, as is congregat-
ing in groups of  more than one.”
The measures come in response to 
what was a scandal-filled 2012 for 
the College. “As far as we are con-
cerned, last year is in the past,” 
said Ms Carter. “This is a new year 
for St John’s, and one that we are 
very excited about.”

“We’re focusing on spreading our 
age-old message of  platonic love, 
universal acceptance, sobriety, 
humility and abstinence across 
campus, and into the wider com-
munity.”

GET YOUR ST 
JOHNS ON

 ADVERTISEMENTS

“Don’t mention 
the war.”

SHAMWOW ADOPTER STILL FINDS LIFE LARGELY UNFULFILLED [THE SOIN] NORMALLY WE HAVE THREE PAGES BUT SHIIIIIIIIII–

No relation of  Aaron Carter, teen sensation

This was all the ad space we could aford 
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* We reserve the right to change prices at anytime without any notice. Lower prices compared to pharmacy wholesalers’ suggested retail prices.

Your local stores: 53-55 Glebe Point Road, GLEBE. Mon-Fri 8.30am-7pm, Sat-Sun 9am-6pm. Ph 9660 6919
AUBURN 9649 7900 BELROSE 9986 3331 BLACKTOWN 9622 1937 BURWOOD 9745 6375 CAMPSIE 9789 9000 CARLINGFORD 9871 4522 CARINGBAH 9525 0309 ENGADINE 9520 8838 GRIFFITH 6964 7322 FIVE DOCK 9713 4729 MARRICKVILLE 9560 2488 MASCOT 9667 4183 MERRYLAND 9897 1011 NEUTRAL BAY 9953 0609 REVESBY 9773 8510 RIVERSTONE 9627 1516 RIVERWOOD 9153 7347 TOUKLEY 4396 4137

Store locations 
Scan the QR Code using an 
app on your Smart Phone

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE †

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE †

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE †

DOVE RANGE*

NIVEA RANGE*

PALMOLIVE RANGE*

Promotion 
finishes
3rd March

HURRY!

O Week SALE

join us on

Stock up on your toiletries & SAVE $$$

†FREE PRODUCT MUST BE LOWEST PRICED ITEM & MUST BE WITHIN THE SAME BRAND. 
PROMOTION STARTS: 28/2/2013 ENDS: 3/3/2013




















