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It’s February 2018 and I’m lying on a 
hospital bed. The anxiety-induced sweat 
underneath me is soaking the hospital 
bed linen. 
An anaesthetist is returning in five 
minutes to put me under, but at this 
point I’m having trouble lying still. I 
pick at my fingernails in an attempt 
to avoid clenching my jaw. I can hear 
the clock ticking over. Outside my 

Activists and community members 
gathered to support the Dungay family 
last Friday  on the last day of the Coroni-
al Inquest into David Dungay Jr.’s mur-
der. The majority of supporters gathered 
as part of a vigil, with placards support-
ing the mourning Dungay family as 
they gathered in court to give testimony.  
Supporters heard from Leetona Dungay, 
David’s mother, who made powerful 

Support at Dungay Jr. coronial inquest Endometriosis on campus: Invisible 1 in 10
demands for accountability and justice. 
“Why [did] my beautiful son die such a 
horrible death?” Leetona asked, implor-
ing the court to hold the murderers of 
Indigenous Australians in the health 
and legal systems accountable. We want 
to see justice for David’s death.”

curtained room, I can also hear a series 
of murmured voices. 
“I’ve read about it in the media I think,” 
says one nurse to another. “Yeah, I 
always forget the name, but they say 
it’s a pretty common chronic condition. 
Should be an interesting surgery.”
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I live in the Bankstown area on the lands of the Bidjigal people of the Eora Nation. I study and produce this newspaper at the University of Sydney, which was built on the lands of 
the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.

These lands were stolen. As a settler living and working upon Indigenous land, I profit immensely from the colonial project. Too often I see fellow Asian-Australians and people of colour 
using our marginalisation by whiteness to excuse our settler privilege and complicity. But as we reap the benefits of their oppression, Indigenous communities continue to face ongoing 
dispossession, child removals, youth suicide, imprisonment, and murder at the hands of the settler state. There is a long road to go, and we must correct the ignorance and apathy within 

our own families and communities.
Honi Soit stands in solidarity with First Nations communities, prioritising their voices, and using our platform to support anticolonial change. I pay my respects to the traditional 

custodians of these lands and acknowledge that this always was and always will be Aboriginal land. 
原本是，永远都是，原住民的土地。

This is my last semester of uni, and I 
am very, very stressed. I cried seven 
times this week, in offices and on trains 
and in libraries. Sometimes the world 
(Honours) is a bit too much and my 
soul (dead from Honours) is a bit too 
sensitive.

But whilst I have had a weepy week, 
I have also had a fun one. I made a star 
shape out of shoes with my fellow 
editors. I sent a risky email with a lot 
of encouragement (and things turned 
out okay!). I settled on a novel data set 
for my thesis with the help of a friend. 
I watched Barbie: The Nutcracker and the 
Titanic sink at 2x speed. 

And, with the help of my nine 
fellow editors and countless writers 
and artists, I have brought this beautiful 
edition into the world.

This edition is all about navigating 
spaces and worlds that might be 
hostile, strange or surreal. We have an 
insightful piece from Deaundre Espejo 
on the erasure of LGBTQI+ narratives 
from the Academy. Carrie Wen traces 
the history of queerness in China. Peter 
Prentice takes us into the life-or-death 
stakes of gaming universes. Victor 
Ye leads us on a haphazard journey 
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through memory and western Sydney. 
Vivienne Guo offers us balm to the 
soul with a much-needed piece on 
mental health and plants.

The edition’s feature, written by 
Hazel Mackenzie Peterson and Nell 
O’Grady, is a piece about endometriosis, 
its invisibility, and how our systems 
continually fail all those affected by it. 
The piece is deftly researched and one 
of immense importance, particularly 
during Endometriosis Awareness 
Month.

This edition would not exist 
without the immense contributions 
from our artists. Thank you Garnet, 
Jocelin, Matilda, Shrawani, Mei, Joe and 
Pranay for all your beautiful work. You 
are all stars. 

And of course, a big, big thank you 
to Jess Zlotnick for this beautiful cover 
art. It is a bright other-world, a mystical 
cityscape of rose-coloured walls and 
stairs in the sky. I imagine it to be the 
world where I finish my thesis (and 
Game of Thrones simultaneously), 
survive this semester, and make more 
star shapes out of shoes with people I 
am beginning to love. 

Annie Zhang

USyd Walk Off for Climate Action

USyd staff and students are joining 
teeny weeny school students who 
are striking against the catastrophic 
effects of climate change. Their 
demands are “100% Renewable 
Energy by 2030, just transition to 
green jobs now, no new sources of 
fossil fuels – stop Adani.” Don’t be a 
scab this Friday! Don’t! Do not! 

15 Mar / 10:30 am / Fisher Library

SUDS Presents: Caligula

Get out your black turtlenecks and 
vin rouge: SUDS are putting on a play 
by Albert Camus (he didn’t support 
Algerian independence but, to his 
credit, he can write a damn good 
play). In his words: “Caligula is the 

L E T T E R S

Do your job lol

Despite pocketing almost 40k a 
year as SRC president, Jacky “God 
King” He has not submitted a 
President’s report for the past two 
weeks, and the only ones he has 
submitted he has done so way past 
the deadline. Obviously it seems 
Jacky is preoccupied with other 
things — like founding a student 
association for Young Chinese 
Engineers. 

Jacky proudly stated on his WeChat 
that he had set the groundwork for 
the engineering association after 

2 3

story of a superior suicide. It is the 
story of the most human and tragic 
of errors. Unfaithful to humanity, 
loyal to himself, Caligula consents 
to die for having understood that he 
cannot save himself all alone, and that 
he cannot be free in opposition to all 
others.” There are several dates:

13th March - 16th March; 20th March - 
23rd Mar / 7 pm / Cellar Theatre

Running Dog at Verge: Survival of 
the Critic

In 2019, Verge Gallery on campus 
are partnering with Running Dog, 
who are described as “an online 
arts platform that publishes weekly 
articles about exhibitions and events 
taking place in Sydney and regional 
New South Wales.” This first event 

serves to reignite discussion about 
art criticism. Panelists include Pedro 
de Almeida, Lauren Carroll and Neha 
Kale. Instead of criticising your lack of 
focus this semester, critique some art. 

Lift access is available from both 
City Road and Maze Crescent onto the 
Plaza. 

14 Mar / 6 pm / Verge Gallery

SASS First Year Arts Camp!

Ineffectual student politicians, aspirant 
club and society stackers and soldiers 
of the perennial arts-STEM war for 
employability: SASS camp is where 
uni life begins (if uni life looks like 
regrettable financial and life decisions 
conducted under the negligent gaze of 
campus’ stupol personalities). 

If duty-of-care breaches, the allure 

of a few goon bags and a self-
proclaimed “famous dance party” 
are attractive to you, then we’re 
sorry to inform you that tickets 
have already sold out. 

Alas. Even if they hadn’t been 
snagged by bots like with the SULS 
Law Ball in 2018, at $176 a ticket 
(excluding booking fee) and no 
visible equity policy, it probably 
wouldn’t have been affordable 
anyway. 

After retailing camp tickets for 
$137 in 2016 and $159 in 2018, it 
seems the USU funding cuts have 
hit SASS hard.

22 Mar / 2 pm / Buses will leave on 
the Friday from the front of the Quad 
at 2pm SHARP. So please gather there 
at 1 latest. Unless you can’t afford a 
ticket. Ha! 

The Goings On Week III

No post on Sunday. Ha! No 
blasted letters today! No, sir! Not one 

single bloody letter.
editors@honisoit.com

Those aren’t 
poles, those 
are waves
Dear Honi,

In the article “Poles, Pillars and Praxis” 
(Week 2, Sem. 1, 2019), Joe was nearly 
right.  The three coloured metal pillars 
in the park in Codrington Street are 
telephone wiring pillars.  The colours 
were inspired by autumn leaves on a 
nearby tree, but as the paint colours 
didn’t turn out to be a close match, the 
tradespeople who were wiring up the 
pillars decided that they were actually 
Paddle Pops — chocolate, caramel and 
banana.

The pink pillar in the first photo is also 
a telephone wiring pillar.  

If you see anyone trying to stick posters 
on the University telephone pillars, 
please ask them to stop, as it spoils the 
paintwork.

jen.

Wait, someone 
read the SRC 
reports?!?!
I was appalled by the Sexual 
Harassment Officers’ Report in Week 

2’s Honi, which was riddled with typos 
and phrasing issues.

As much as I want to give them benefit 
of the doubt, putting some effort in 
proofreading is the most basic respect 
that could be given to readers — the 
students they represent.

The almost myopic focus on the 
performance of one WeChat article 
does not inspire much confidence in 
the portfolio. I await, hopefully, for 
better news.

Rin
Science III

Crocodile 
Tears
To the Honi Soit editors,

I would like to make a formal apology 
for my actions on the 25th of February 
2019. I sincerely apologise for taking 
the photo of the unpublished article 
and disseminating it. My actions were 
not appropriate. Since then, I have had 
a meeting with Amanda and Cameron, 
and attended a Publications Committee 
meeting with Jacky, Dane, Yuxuan, Nell, 
Joe, Mickie and Cameron. 

After discussing the situation and the 
consequences of my actions with them, 
I have achieved a greater understanding 
of the boundaries of my duties. I agree 

with all the solutions proposed by both 
myself and the publications team at the 
committee meeting.

Yours sincerely,
Laura Glase

Daddy’s gone 
mad hasn’t he!
Dear Honi,

I’m so MAD because the computers at 
USyd won’t let me adjust the brightness! 
Why won’t they let my eyes be healthy! 
I think this is an important health issue 
that might be having wide-reaching 
consequences on the student body. 
Could be something to investigate.

Thank you,
Kakashi

Whip(it) out: 
the nanginator
 
Dear Honi,

At a party last night I walked into a 
room of people doing nangs with 5 
copies of jess zlotnick’s article in front 
of them.

Thank you,
Anonymous

Post(er)man 
Pat
Apparently there is some behind the 
scenes discussion about whether or 
not the Syndey Uni student newspaper 
Honi Soit will put the blue climate 
strike poster below on the back cover 
of next weeks edition.

The blue climate strike poster below 
represents the class conscious demands 
voted for by a meeting of around 75 
at Syndey Uni. Similar demands have 
been adopted by the NTEU NSW State 
council...

There needs to be an unambiguous 
message from Honi that they stand 
with this incredible action and its 
overwhelming mandate and recognise 
its importance.

The other poster they are considering 
is a green one that has been exclusively 
put up by Socialist Alternative at Usyd 
as far as I’ve seen. It confusingly tells 
people to assemble at the QVB at 11:30 
rather than 10:30 at Fisher Library 
Sydney Uni for the walk out...

Honi is at its best when it stands with 
real struggle from below, and from that 
standpoint the democratically chosen, 
clearly pro-strike Usyd poster is the 
only option.

Adam Adelpour, 
Solidarity

toiling for two months. Well good to 
see that he’s been keeping busy doing 
everything but his official duties. 
Imagine getting paid this much and 
not even being able to write a weekly 
report. 

The pen is mightier than the sword

The Burn Book has seen a handwritten 
letter by NUS Disabilities Officer 
Will Edwards (NLS) which was 
distributed in Leichhardt stating he 
was a “Greens Voter” who’ll be giving 
their vote to the Labor candidate for 
Balmain Elly Howse this election. 
Given that they’re well known for 
being an ardent Labor zealot, the 
whole letter seems like a weird flex, 
but OK. 

This is not the first time the Labor 
Party have pulled out the good 
ol’ handwritten letter — Adriana 
Malavisi last year was caught sending a 
handwritten note to the USyd colleges 
during the SRC elections begging 
them for their support. Examining 

the letter more closely, the Burn Book 
saw in very fine print “Authorised 
by Will Edwards Australian Labor 
Party (NSW Branch).  You do you, 
Will “Greens Voter” Edwards and 
maybe check out section 321D of the 
Commonwealth Electoral Act. 1918 (Cth) 
while you’re at it

Do your job lol pt. 2

International Women’s Day is a 
wonderful day to celebrate the 
continuing fight of women for equal 
rights and recognise their past 
achievements. But while thousands 
of women came out around IWD to 
protest, there is no evidence that USyd’s 
own Wom*n’s Officers attended the 
event. In fact, lying in their pigeon-hole 
at the SRC headquarters are untouched 
bundles of posters and flyers for a 
march that happened on the 9th. While 
the Wom*n’s Officers have historically 
been heavily involved in activism and 
protest, this year’s officers Crystal and 
Gabi seem to be taking a very different 
direction, organising a movie night on 

IWD instead. 

Capulets and Montagues

Apparently mortal enemies Liberal 
and Labor are actually more like 
“frenemies”, having signed a two-
for-two deal in the upcoming 
USU board elections. The deal 
which involves candidates Tom 
Manousaridis (Unity/Labor Right) 
and Caitlin Brown (Colleges for 
SRC/Libdependent) will see the 
two candidates give their second 
preferences to one another. This 
essentially means their votes will 
flow from one to the other should 
either of them break quota or be 
excluded. The Burn Book has heard 
this a classic case of tiger parenting, 
with god-fathers Connor Wherrett 
(Unity/Labor Right) and Lachlan 
Finch (Liberal) allegedly forming a 
ticket for the USU executive. Given 
the elections this year, let’s hope the 
national offices don’t hear about this 
saucy new relationship! We all want 
what we can’t have.
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USSC pairs with US 
State Department

Karishma Luthria

IWD 2019: Protesters take to 
streets and demand equal rights
Sydney’s CBD was reverberating 
with chants of “stand up, fight 
back,” as protestors took to the 
streets on Saturday afternoon, 
demanding equal pay and an 
end to violence against non-cis 
men around the world.

The protest, organised 
by Unions NSW, alliances of 
workers, students and wom*n’s 
organisations, began in Hyde 
Park and made its way to 
Belmore Park, with speeches 
and performances by the Trade 
Union Choir, Asian Women 
at Work, and Kurdish dancers 
among others.

In a powerful moment 
of female power, protestors 
gathered on Gadigal land to 
pay respects to elders past and 
present, with Auntie Millie 
Ingram speaking at the IWD 
2019 rally.

Ingram condemned racial 
injustice against Aboriginals 
in Australia, who make up 50 
per cent of the incarcerated 
population in prisons across the 
country. She also criticised the 
appointment of Former Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott as Special 
Envoy on Indigenous Affairs 
to the Federal Government in 

USyd ICAC inquiry 
evidence released 
Alan Zheng

Alan Zheng

Activists support family of David 
Dungay Jr at coronial inquest

Content warning: police brutality, murder

2018 instead of a First nations 
leader.

Vehement calls of “shame” 
against the Australian 
government resonated 
throughout Hyde Park.

Ingram believes that as 
Indigenous voices often 
go unheard, women must 
take control of the situation 
and exercise their rights in 
Australia.

“Let’s build on what we 
have together, not what our 
differences are, because as 
women we might be from 
different nations, nationalities 
and have different hair colours, 
but we are still here together, 
we still have rights and we have 
to make the government see 
that.”

Jade Child, who spoke at 
the rally on behalf of Early 
Childhood Educators, also 
criticised the government’s 
apathy towards equal pay and 
equitable working conditions 
in a largely “female dominated 
industry.”

One statement by Child was 
particularly well received by 
the excited crowd: “Look out 
Scotty Morrison, we are giving 

you the boot,” she said.
As the protest marched on, 

chants of “racist, sexist, anti-
queer, Liberals are not welcome 
here” and “we won’t step down, 
we won’t submit, we won’t take 
your sexist shit,” resounded 
through the CBD.

Divina Blanca from 
Democracy in Colour, a rights 
organisation for intersectional 
people of colour, also spoke 
at the rally. They called 
for the recognition of the 
marginalisation and violence 
faced by wom*n.

“Look around you, we are all 
here today for those who aren’t: 
our sisters, those who have 
been murdered by the hands 
of their partner, those who face 
discrimination due to their line 
of work… we are here for those 
who don’t identify as a feminist 
so that one day they also take 
up the fight.” 

The rally also observed a 
minute of silence for Sydney 
woman and doctor Preethi 
Reddy, who was murdered this 
week. Only three months into 
2019, 12 women have been 
murdered at the hands of men 
they knew. 

Students rally as Climate Strike 
movement builds momentum
Last Tuesday, University of 
Sydney (USyd) students and 
contingents from Stop Adani 
USyd and the SRC Enviro 
Collective rallied behind a 
speak-out against the Adani 
coal mine.

Dozens of students braved 
the heat to hear speakers weave 
together common threads on 
the impacts of anthropogenic 
climate change on jobs and 
material standards of living, 
as well as the importance of 
student action against Adani.

Protest organisers Lily 
Campbell (SAlt) and Prudence 
Wilkins-Wheat (Switchroots) 
began by emphasising the 
sovereignty of Gadigal land  
over USyd and its surround, as 
well as emphasising solidarity 
with the Wangan and Jagalingou 
people currently resisting the 
Adani coalmine on their own 
land in Northern Queensland.

Between speakers, Campbell 
led chants of  “Our climate our 
health / More precious than 
their wealth” and “Hey hey, ho 
ho / Adani’s mine has got to go.”

USyd Branch President of 
the National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) Kurt Iveson 

spoke to the need for green jobs 
and forces for change in the 
labour movement, calling out 
the Queensland Construction, 
Forestry, Maritime, Mining and 
Energy Union’s support for the 
Adani coal mine.

Preselected Environment 
Officers Alev Saracoglu and Alex 
Vaughan emphasised the need for 
climate justice against a backdrop 
of 12 years to limit irreversible 
climate change. They reiterated 
the three demands of striking 
school students: to stop the Adani 
coalmine, to use 100% renewables 
and cease use of fossil fuels.

This protest comes as remote 
Indigenous communities face 
a water crisis, as their water 
supply has been cut off and 
essential rivers running for 
millenia such as the Murray-
Darling have dried up, which 
is becoming an important issue 
for the upcoming NSW state 
election on 23 March.

Saracoglu and Vaughan 
highlighted this crisis as well as 
the battles of small communities 
against mining companies in 
NSW, who cumulatively will 
pollute more than Adani if they 
go ahead.

Protest onlookers and 
activists joined in signing a large 
Stop Adani banner petition, 
before taking a solidarity photo 
to finish the speak-out.

The speak-out follows a 
successful protest against the 
Sydney Mining Club in early 
February where the CEO of 
Adani Australia was speaking.

Following similar motions 
at SRCs at UNSW and the 
University of Queensland (UQ), 
The USyd SRC, aided by a broad 
left coalition alongside Dane 
Luo and Gabi Stricker-Phelps 
(Shake Up) passed a motion last 
night to endorse the Climate 
Strike. 

The National Union of 
Students (NUS) is widely 
expected to lead a university 
student contingent in joining 
school kids walking off class on 
15 March.

James Newbold

SRC secretly partners 
with law firm
Carrie Wen and Karishma Luthria  

Activists and community 
members gathered to support 
the Dungay family last Friday  
on the last day of the Coronial 
Inquest into David Dungay 
Jr.’s murder. The majority of 
supporters gathered as part of a 
vigil, with placards supporting 
the mourning Dungay family as 
they gathered in court to give 
testimony.  Supporters heard 
from Leetona Dungay, David’s 
mother, who made powerful 
demands for accountability and 
justice. 

“Why [did] my beautiful son 
died such a horrible death?” 
Leetona asked, imploring the 
court to hold the murderers 
of Indigenous Australians in 
the health and legal systems 
accountable. 

“We want to see justice 
for David’s death. Changes [to 
prison medical procedures] 
approved is one thing, but 
believe me, someone must be 
held accountable”

Dungay’s older sister 
Cynthia and his nephew, Paul 

Silva, performed spoken poetry. 
“They don’t care that's how 

it seems… they take away 
our hopes and dreams,” Silva 
read.

Following an initial inquiry 
that occurred two and a half 
years after Dungay Jr.’s murder 
in 2015, the inquest resumed 
on 4 March this year at the 
Lidcombe Coronial Court. 

The family voiced outrage 
at the lack of immediate justice 
in a first inquiry in which the 
video of Dungay’s murder was 
revealed.   He is shown to be 
asphyxiated by Correctional 
officers while saying “I can’t 
breathe” a minimum of 12 
times.

Supporters from several 
contingents appeared over 
the five days of the inquest.
However, the main solidarity 
events were focused on two 
days: when the inquiry was 
reopened and when the Dungay 
family were called on to give 
testimony. 

Dungay’s younger brother, 

The Independent Commission 
Against Corruption’s (ICAC) 
public inquiry into allegations 
of financial dishonesty and 
payroll “ghosting” of up to 
$121,239 by the University of 
Sydney’s contracted campus 
security providers, SNP and SIG 
Security concluded last week. 

Evidence before ICAC 
painted a critical portrait of 
USyd’s responsibility for the 
alleged corrupt conduct. 

The University’s agreement 
with SNP Security required 
SNP to obtain written consent 
if it wished to sub-contract 
contract obligations. 

SNP sub-contracted security 
services to SIG Security 
without consent. 

For more than three years, 
USyd management took no 
enforceable action. 

The Commission was told 
at the start of the inquiry that 
“absence of rigour and probity 
by the University both during 
the procurement process in late 
2014 and in relation to ongoing 
contract management” enabled 
the alleged timesheet fraud. 

These deficiencies were an 
underlying theme across the 

Council endorses climate strike,
blocks SOS conference funding 
Jessica Syed and Alan Zheng
The University of Sydney  
Students’ Representative Council 
formally endorsed the School 
Strike for Climate at its regular 
meeting last Wednesday. The 
motion of endorsement passed 
15 votes to 14, with key votes 
carried by Shake Up Councillors 
Gabi Stricker-Phelps and Dane 
Luo. Stricker-Phelps’ mother, 
Dr Kerryn Phelps, successfully 
contested the federal seat of 
Wentworth in 2018 on the back 
of climate policy. 

The motion passed in its 
original form, notwithstanding 
an attempt from Councillor 
James Ardouin (Liberal) to 
remove an action point which 
“[called] on students to leave 
their classes in the USyd walk 
off on Friday 15th March and 
[commended] the NTEU in 
their refusal to punish students 
for doing so.”

However, a motion to provide a 
$10,000 financial contribution 
to the Environment Collective 
for the Students of Sustainability 
(SOS) conference failed to pass, 
despite a compromise from the 
broad left to reduce the amount 

to $2,000. 
SOS has been run by the 

Australian  Student Environment 
Network (ASEN) in tandem 
with campus environment 
collectives for the past 28 years 
and is forecast to take place at 
USyd’s Cumberland campus in 
2019. The Sydney University 
Postgraduate Representative 
Association (SUPRA), has already 
granted $10,000 for this year’s 
conference. 

Campus organisation around 
the School Strike, which 
involves primary and high 
school students striking in 
support of climate action, has 
been fragmented. 

Honi understands that there 
has been disagreement between 
Trotskyist factions Socialist 
Alternative (SAlt), who have 
been working with the SRC 
Education Action Group (EAG), 
and Solidarity, over the where 
the student contingent should 
rally. 

While SAlt and the EAG 
originally proposed that the 
contingent assembles outside 
the QVB at 11:30 am, Solidarity 

wanted the contingent to 
assemble outside Fisher Library 
at 10:30 am. 

Five pieces of advertising 
material with alternating 
versions of this information 
were emailed to Honi by each 
group over the past week. 
Ultimately, Solidarity’s poster, 
which lists both meeting places 
was chosen. 

This poster, unlike the SAlt 
poster, does not bear the logos 
of the NUS or SRC, but direct 
individuals to call Kelton Muir, 
a member of Solidarity, “for 
more information.”

The simultaneous rise in 
campus agitation against climate 
change, and reduced funding for 
student environmental activism 
may reflect the prevalence of 
right-of-centre councillors in 
the 91st SRC. 

The council so far appears to 
support abstract motions which 
require no financial input on 
the part of the SRC, such as 
endorsement of the strike, 
but does not endorse motions 
which demand substantive 
monetary support, such as SOS. 

The United States Studies 
Centre (USSC) signed an 
arrangement with the US 
Department of State to conduct 
general political lobbying 
at the University of Sydney 
(USyd) over 2019, according 
to documents available under 
the Australian Government’s 
Foreign Influence Transparency 
Scheme (FITS). 

Launched in December 
2018, FITS “provide[s] visibility 
of the forms and sources of 
foreign influence in Australia’s 
governmental and political 
processes,” an Attorney General 
press release said in late-
December 2018.

Under the late 2018 
arrangement, the USSC 
will launch a conference 
titled “Indo-Pacific Strategic 
Futures: Conference and 
Simulation” and publish policy 
recommendations informing 
Australian and regional 
policymakers. 

The conference aims to 
“build support for the rules-
based order in the Indo-
Pacific through increased 
public dialogue among states 
connected by shared interests, 
democratic values and a 

commitment to countering 
malign influence.” 

With 1 per cent of the USSC’s 
budget derived from the Units 
Government, students enrolled 
in USSC subjects perceived 
no particular United States 
-centric bias in the content 
taught. 

A student taking USSC 
units of study told Honi, “It 
did not feel like I was force 
fed a certain narrative or that 
it limited my scope to think of 
the United States in a critical 
way. 

"I think the issue with the 
USSC is more to do with other 
programs that it runs external 
to subjects,” the student said. 

The USSC was born out 
of a USyd partnership with 
the New York-headquartered 
American Australian 
Association (AAA), which 
comprises representatives 
from American big-pharma 
and banks, including J.P 
Morgan and Merck & Co.

Financial reports from 2014 
to 2017 demonstrate that the 
USSC received up to $363,266 
in United States government 
grants, wih the exclusion of  
one-off funding arrangements. 

Jack Hill emphatically noted 
how the lengthy court 
proceedings and previous 
arduous legal proceedings had 
“a ripple effect on all the family.”

This week, the Court 
established that the medical 
team was heavily unprepared. 
A nurse brought attention to 
how it was a “difficult situation” 
describing the atmosphere as 
being “crammed.” 

When asked what would 
happen today if a similar 
event occured, the nurse said: 
“everyone would be in place, 
[there would be] clear task 
delegation”.

Leetona Dungay’s powerful 
metaphor struck a chord with 
many.

 “Imagine a game of footy 
like David used to play, but one 
team has to play with one hand 
tied behind their back. That’s 
what racism and discrimination 
feels like for us.”

The findings of the inquiry 
will be given on 23 August this 
year. 

inquiry. In a statement before 
the Commission, USyd’s Chief 
Procurement Officer, Richard 
Allen pointed to the lack of 
a “clear distinction between 
a procurement process and 
contract management.” 

“Managing most contracts 
from a central procurement 
function is inefficient, and 
probably inappropriate,” Allen’s 
statement read. 

The inquiry revealed that 
internal trust issues and 
inconsistent invoice processes 
between USyd and campus 
security complicated USyd's 
management of security issues 
on campus.

Former Director of Student 
Services Jordi Austin—whose 
portfolio included oversight of 
student liaison officers interacting 
with students seeking support 
following safety incidents—
told the Commission that the 
flux in management of campus 
security over the last five years 
“precluded [USyd] from having 
a clear position on what student 
safety should be.” 

NSW Legislation requires 
ICAC to deliver its final report 
in the next few weeks. 

Himath Siriniwasa

Candlelit vigil held 
for Preethi Reddy 
Dhanya Mani

Doctors Against Violence 
Against Women (‘DAVAW’) 
organised candlelit vigils in 
capital cities nationwide on 
Saturday evening to honour the 
life and memory of 32-year-old 
dentist, Dr Preethi Reddy. 

The Sydney event was 
organised by DAVAW advocate 
Nikhil Autur, Western Sydney 
University medical student. 
Around 100 people attended 
the vigil  to share their grief, 
write messages for Dr Reddy, 
and lay tributes of candles and 
flowers.

Dr Reddy’s body was found 
in her vehicle in Kingsford on 
Tuesday night. Police say she 
was stabbed multiple times.

It is suspected that her ex-
boyfriend, Dr Harshwardan 
Narde, was responsible for the 
murder, motivated by a refusal 
to accept that their relationship 
was over. 

The speeches that were 
delivered were unified in their 
call for an urgent response to 
Australia’s domestic violence 
crisis at all levels of government. 

Autur said “This vigil is in 

honour of her [Preethi Reddy]...
We [DAVAW] put this together 
to make sure that we can get as 
much awareness behind this as 
possible, and as much action as 
well.”

Hayley Foster, the Director 
of the Women’s Domestic 
Violence Court Advocacy 
Service NSW (‘WDVCAS’) and 
Randwick City councillor, 
Philipa Veitch, a member of 
the NSW Greens were also in 
attendance. 

Mourners held a variety of 
signs that listed the alarming 
statistics about female victims 
of domestic violence. 

Those who knew Dr 
Reddy also reflected on their 
relationship with her, while 
others laid flowers and candles 
in her memory. 

Photography by Dhanya Mani

SRC President Jacky He is 
co-hosting a seminar with 
Sydney and Shanghai based law 
firm Longton Legal, inviting 
students to attend a free 
seminar advertising the firm’s 
services this Thursday.

On the 2nd of March, He 
advertised the seminar from his 
personal WeChat account. He 
also advertised Longton Legal’s 
WeChat group on the 8th of 
February. The latter post was 
deleted on the same day. 

 When Honi reached out 
to He for comment last week, 
He confirmed that the SRC’s 
General Executive had not 
been informed of the “joint 
partnership” between 5xini, 
Longton Legal and the SRC. 

“I will put this event in the 
next council meeting, absolutely 
fair and transparent [sic],” He 
told Honi over WeChat.  

The next regular council 
meeting will be held in a 
month’s time, well after the 
seminar has lapsed. SRC Vice 
President Dane Luo (Shake Up) 
told Honi  on Monday that he 
was “not aware of a partnership 
between those [Longton and 
5xini] groups." SRC General 

Secretary Niamh Callinan 
(Unity/Labor Right) confirmed 
on Sunday that she too was 
unaware of the partnership.

“I do not have WeChat, and 
therefore I was unaware of the 
wording of this partnership,” 
Callinan told Honi. 

He insisted there was no 
financial connection between 
the SRC and Longton Legal for  
the upcoming seminar. 

“This lecture does not need 
any money, financial approval, 
and we don’t need input, I just 
want to speak on behalf of the 
SRC,” He said. 

Chinese new media website, 
5xini and Longton have 
collaborated to organise the 
seminar which is principally 
directed towards university 
students. 

He recommended all 
viewers on WeChat to attend 
the seminar and join the firm’s 
WeChat group. On the 1st of 
March, 5xini published an 
article advertising the seminar 
and the SRC’s role on campus. 

Honi understands this 
move comes as the SRC faces 
a vacancy within its internal 
legal services department.
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OLEs – the dysfunctional USyd equivalent of a 
MOOC provider
Peter Prentice searches whether the Open Learning Environment delivers true to the promise of its name.

How the Oscars are symptomatic of Hollywood’s 
queer erasure
Deaundre Espejo criticises the trajectory of queer representation in mainstream film.
If you’re like me and consume a shameful 
amount of entertainment news, you 
would have recently encountered a 
flood of articles headlined “10 Oscars 
moments that made us scream YASS 
QUEEN!!!!” Much of the post-Oscars 
discourse is that the award ceremony 
was a watershed moment for LGBT+ 
representation in mainstream film. 
Indeed, a total of eight awards went to 
films with queer themes. But beneath 
the velvet tuxedo gowns, Hollywood 
still has a problem of queer erasure, and 
the big winners of the night reflect that 
practice.

Cishet actors have been nominated for 
playing queer characters since the 1940s, 
but this year was a curious digression  — 
three out of the four major acting awards 
were won by straight actors in queer 
roles. This raises a touchy question: who 
should these parts be given to? While 
it certainly rings true that queerness is 
an intrinsic facet of identity that only 
a queer person can truly understand, a 
person’s identity should not have a place 
in the casting process if we ever want to 
see a truly impartial film industry. The 
casting decision should come down to 
who the best actor is for that role, or else 
we would regress towards tokenism. 
We should instead focus on the issue 
of authenticity: the way that characters 
are written, developed, performed and 

presented.
 Bohemian Rhapsody, the biopic of 

Queen’s eccentric frontman Freddie 
Mercury for which Rami Malek won 
Best Actor, was a poor and damaging 
representation of queerness. It 
reduced Mercury’s sexual fluidity 
and psychosexual imagination to a 
duality of good versus evil; same-sex 
attraction entices him into a decrepit 
life of promiscuity and drug abuse. 
Because the people making these films 
live in a different skin, queerness is 
often manipulated to fit stereotypes and 
moralising narratives, rather than being 
granted the richness it demands. When 
you consider that Bohemian Rhapsody’s 
director Bryan Singer is a bisexual man 
who called his sexual assault accusers 
homophobic, his treatment of same-sex 
desire as perverse unfortunately begins 
to make sense. To ensure these stories 
are authentic, filmmakers must include 
not queer people per se, but people 
who have the clearest insight into their 
character’s lives — those with similar 
identities, lived experiences, as well as 
their family and friends  —  throughout 
the entire process. 

Even when queer characters are 
aptly written, erasure still occurs in 
the way that films are presented and 
received. Often, popular films with 
integral queer themes aren’t promoted 

as LGBT+ cinema, nor are they accepted 
as belonging to that genre. Green Book, 
which took home Best Picture, depicts 
a gay, black classical pianist embarking 
on a concert tour through a Jim Crow-
era South. The Favourite, for which Olivia 
Colman won Best Actress, was a nuanced 
depiction of a monarch entangled in a 
love triangle with her female advisers. 
However, the queer aspects of these films 
were largely overlooked, often being 
overshadowed by isolated dissections of 
race and gender. Many critics described 
The Favourite as a salacious and sharp 
look at power dynamics between 
women, as opposed to queer women. 
We as an audience need to recognise and 
celebrate the fact that these stories are 
exploring intersectional identities; that 
not all black men or women on screen 
are straight by default, and break away 
from one-dimensional frames that the 
community has long sought to do.

Winning an Oscar is a career 
milestone, but a poor yardstick for 
assessing representation. There is still 
much to do in Hollywood, and award 
shows are but one small aspect in our 
wider battle for acceptance. The stories 
we tell through our artforms have an 
increasingly profound impact on the 
way we perceive queer identities and 
experiences, so it’s important that we get 
these stories right. Art by Jocelin Chan

One year ago, new and transferring 
students at the University of Sydney 
(USyd) were greeted with a new degree 
structure that was marketed as a 
simplification of the previous system, 
reducing the number of degrees from 
122 to 20. Along with this simplification 
came an emergent push for increased 
interdisciplinary activity, with many 
degrees now having a required 
Interdisciplinary Project unit in their 
third year. However, probably the most 
notorious additions to the undergraduate 
degree structure are the mandatory 
completion of units from Table O — 
the Open Learning Environment units, 
known more colloquially as OLEs.

While Table O contains several 
courses that involve face-to-face 
teaching such as the language exchange 
programs, overwhelmingly, the table 
consists of massive open online courses 
(MOOCs), none of which involve any 
face-to-face contact hours. In an article 
published during their introduction, 
these MOOCs were described as “short 
modular courses” that allow students 
to acquire “foundational concepts and 
methods of other disciplines.”

USyd’s approach to MOOCs differs 
from that of other universities however,  
a fact which at times leaves their 

educational purpose ambiguous. A 2014 
MIT study found that with access to a 
MOOC containing the content of the 
course, students who were the least 
prepared for a conventional unit of study 
were able to learn at the same rate as 
the rest of the cohort. This finding was 

regarded as exceptional, as unprepared 
students tend to learn slower than usual. 
It is this hybridisation of a digital format 
and a conventional lecture/tutorial 
format that has led to a more inclusive and 
engaging learning experience. However, 
many of USyd’s OLEs do not have this 
structure, and are instead standalone or 
purely digital. Furthermore, OLEs often 
prohibit students from further face-to-
face study in the area — for example, the 
data analysis course OLET1307 prohibits 
students from taking DATA1002, a face-
to-face course that teaches data analysis.

In comparison to other universities, 
USyd implements the Open Learning 
Environment rather ungracefully. The 
University of New South Wales (UNSW), 

for example, requires all undergraduates 
to complete a structured program in 
General Education, which consists 
of larger, substantial, and hybridised 
courses that are built around the idea of 
fostering one or two skills that would 
be of considerable use in solving general 

problems. For example, the Computing 
1A course is described as a course for 
“non-computing majors who want a 
solid introduction to programming, with 
the aim of using computers as part of 
some other discipline.” Furthermore, 
many UNSW units have online courses 
embedded in them as learning tools, 
resembling the situation that the MIT 
study investigated.

By contrast, USyd’s attempt to 
engage students with interdisciplinary 
knowledge is considerably less 
expansive. This is not only because it 
is new and limited, but also because 
the structure of the standalone MOOC 
system is inherently flawed in that 
completion is mandatory. In reality, 

leading standalone MOOC providers 
such as Coursera, edX and Xuetang (學
堂在線) are successful precisely because 
they allow students to drop out. As David 
Pritchard, one of the researchers on the 
MIT study, highlights in a 2014 review, 
many students sign up for a MOOC only 
to see what a disciplinary field feels like 
before moving on, not wanting to pay for 
and sit through a several-week syllabus. 
By making OLEs mandatory, USyd 
has encouraged an unnatural learning 
process that makes students sit through 
a course outside their discipline in order 
to satisfy the 12cp threshold.

Many students are confused as to why 
they have to take these flawed courses. In 
a thread on the /r/usyd subreddit, some 
students have asserted that OLEs are a 
“clever way to save money and time for 
the university.” While the emphasis on 
standalone online courses lends weight 
to this theory, it remains unclear what 
the University is attempting to do with 
these courses. In its current state, the 
implementation of MOOCs has been 
heavy-handed and in opposition to 
current online course trends. Presently, it 
stands to replace the option of exploring 
other disciplinary fields through 
traditional elective units, all without the 
benefits of a hybrid, open environment.

 In its current state, the implementation 
of MOOCs has been heavy-handed and in 
opposition to current online course trends.

Commission’s National Report into 
Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment at 
Australian Universities released in 2017 
found deeply concerning figures. 94 
per cent of students who were sexually 
harassed did not report the matter 
to their university, and 87 per cent of 
students who were sexually assaulted 
did not report. The report also found 
that only 6 per cent of students thought 
their university was doing enough to 
provide a clear direction on sexual 
harassment procedures and support 
services, and 62 per cent had “little or 
no knowledge” on how to make a formal 
report or complaint to their university.

The SAU dealt with five cases 
pertaining to sexual assault and 
harassment in 2017 and none of these 
resulted in a penalty being imposed on 
the respondent. In one case, a respondent 
allegedly appealed their initial finding of 
misconduct via the Student Disciplinary 
Appeals Committee (SDAC), where the 
University then decided the respondent 
was not guilty of misconduct (in 
this case, of committing indecent 
assault) on the balance of probabilities 
due to a lack of CCTV footage. 

USyd’s complaint system allows a 
complainant to appeal the outcome of 
a complaint. However, in the case of 
an investigation for misconduct, an 
appeal by the complainant is virtually 
impossible, as the complainant’s appeal 
rights stop there. Moreover, most 
complainants are generally not made 
aware of the reasons for an outcome due 
to privacy issues. As Peter McCallum 
put it to Honi, “the complainant has no 
automatic right to information about 
the misconduct outcome and no right 
to appeal it. The only person who can 
appeal the outcome of a misconduct 
investigation to the SDAC is the student 
against whom a finding has been made.”

date would be brought forward to 
an earlier date than last year. When 
asked about the figures, McCallum 
said, “it is too early to say if there is an 
increase or reduction in misconduct 
cases. The caseload of complaints has 
been high, but I don’t yet have figures 
on how many of the complaints 
turned into misconduct matters.” 
Honi has heard that 2018 misconduct 
cases allegedly surpassed those from 
2017 during Semester Two last year.

The Australian Human Rights 

The University of Sydney’s (USyd) 
misconduct system exists to ensure 
that students behave in an appropriate 
and respectful manner. But does the 
misconduct system treat students 
appropriately and respectfully? Is the 
process one that provides comfort for 
the vulnerable and delivers justice to 
the deserving, or can the system itself 
be used for nefarious interpersonal 
or political ends? Honi uncovers a 
sinister side to the system where 
student welfare is left by the wayside.

Defined in the University’s Student 
Discipline Rule (SDR), misconduct 
generally amounts to breaches of 
various USyd policies, covering a wide 
array of issues ranging from bullying 
and harassment to academic honesty, 
and additionally relying on the Code 
of Conduct for Students. The SDR 
also stipulates that “prejudic[ing] the 
good order and government of the 
University,” and “prejudic[ing] the 
good name or academic standing of the 
University” amounts to misconduct.

Whilst the majority of University 
policy is written with benign 
intentions, opaque wording facilitates 
an easier route for vexatious, politicised 
complaints being levelled at students. 
This is particularly the case with issues 
of speech. It is quite a subjective matter 
to determine what reasonable or non-
offensive speech is when this is not 
discriminatory on grounds of identity. 
Moreover, with a considerable rise 
in dubious complaints, these policies 
effectively work as speech codes where 
students may not say things they 
otherwise would have,  ultimately curbing 
democratic free speech on campus.

Data from the last three years 
shows a surge in Student Affairs Unit 
(SAU) cases. Numbers from 2015 and 
2016 remained practically unchanged, 
with 56 and 52 cases respectively. This 
increased more than fourfold in 2017 
with 224 cases. Whilst part of this is 
attributable to the centralisation of 
the Special Consideration process in 
2016, which saw the SAU begin to 
deal with issues of contract cheating, 
falsification of documents, and serious 
plagiarism, the rise is certainly, in 
part, due to reports of vexatious and 
politicised misconduct complaints. 

Data from 2017 also shows quite a 
significant decrease in the percentage 
of penalties being applied to students, 
which in part corroborates recent reports 
of problematic complaints. Additionally, 
as a result of the centralisation of the 
Special Consideration process and 
the dramatic increase in complaints, 
cases are being drawn out for longer 
periods of time, negatively impacting 
complainants and respondents alike, 
with misconduct cases often taking 
several months, or close to a year.

Data from 2018 has not yet been 
disclosed to the Academic Board, 
however, Director of Education Strategy 
and Acting Registrar, Peter McCallum 
told Honi that the information release 

How the misconduct system is failing students
Lara Sonnenschein investigates the deficiencies in USyd’s misconduct system.

Content warning: this piece discusses sexual assault and harassment 

Applying this to the data above, a 
survivor of sexual assault or a victim of 
sexual harassment is not made aware of 
the reasons as to whether the respondent 
has been found to have engaged in 
misconduct or not, and it is only the 
respondent who can appeal such a 
decision. USyd’s process contravenes 
the Tertiary Education Quality and 
Standards Agency’s (TEQSA) standards as 
articulated in both the Higher Education 
Standards Policy and The National 
Code of Practice, which both contain 
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Disciplinary 
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(University 
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Discipline 
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Preliminary 
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clauses on appeals. This policy specifies 
that the complainant gets the outcome 
in writing in order to have sufficient 
information to lodge an appeal. TEQSA, 
as the Australian government agency 
which regulates and assures the quality 
of Australia’s higher education sector, 
has the power to affect a university’s 
registration and access to federal funding.

In addition to this issue of procedural 
fairness, the impact that powerful third 
party non-University actors wield 
over the process has recently become 
apparent. Last year, NSW Labor MLC 
Greg Donnelly lobbied the University 
to suspend 2018 SRC Women’s Officer 
Madeline Ward for participating in a 
pro-choice protest on campus. Given 
SAU misconduct proceedings are meant 
to be confidential, the fact that details of 
this case travelled from the complainant 
to the powerful halls of Macquarie 
Street, whether directly or indirectly, 
is a worrying threat to student welfare 
and democratic protest on campus. 

Ward was suspended for a 
semester for “undermining the 
good order and government of the 
University” and the “good name or 
academic standing of the University.” 
The suspension was eventually 
downgraded to a written warning.

James*, who went through a 
politicised misconduct case that included 
an investigation, was found not to have 
engaged in behaviour that amounted to 
misconduct. He says the process “caused 
[him] a lot of stress and anxiety, which 
was no doubt the reason [he] was targeted 
by the complainant. It’s a great way to 
bully people and abuse them under a 
veil of legitimacy.” He added that whilst 
he was lucky to have “an understanding 
of the SRC’s legal services, a secure 
housing situation and a stable income” 
as well as “professional experience as a 

support person in similar disciplinary 
meetings,” he believes that “without 
these aspects of privilege, the outcome 
may not have been in [his] favour.”

Whilst neither a complainant 
nor a respondent, Katie* was called 
to give evidence for two cases, 
describing the “constant calls and 
communication from the University 
to make times for interviews” as “very 
stressful”, adding that “whilst [she] 
was informed that [she] did not have 
to give evidence, [she] felt obliged to.”

The system has also shown itself to be 
vulnerable to considerable administrative 
errors. Billie* was misidentified in a case 
filed with the SAU. She then had to prove 
that she was not the person in question, 
which meant providing evidence that 
she was not on University grounds at 
the time. Her proof was her Opal card 
history showing she was at Redfern 
Station and could not have walked to 
USyd fast enough to be in the area at 
the time where the incident took place.

After a ten month long process, which 
included an investigation, Lisa*  met with 
Peter McCallum, who informed her she 
did not breach policy which amounted 
to misconduct. Three weeks later, she 
received an email purporting to be 
from the SAU outlining that a decision 
had been reached, and was attached to 
the email. No decision was attached, 
the email contained a suspicious typo, 
and the style was generally more 
informal than previous correspondence. 
Distressed, she contacted the SAU, 
worried that the system might have 
been compromised given the personal 
nature of her complaint. The SAU 
replied a day later informing her it 
was an administrative error. Lisa* 
remains skeptical of this explanation.

It seems increasingly obvious 
to those who have experienced the 
misconduct system firsthand, whether 
as complainants, respondents or 
witnesses that it is in need of serious 
reform. The students who Honi spoke 
to offered a non-exhaustive list of 
suggestions, which included providing a 
free solicitor to all students undergoing 
disciplinary proceedings, and amending 
the University’s misconduct policy.

Ultimately, the only people benefiting 
from the current system are the lawyers 
from WorkDynamic that the University 
contracts out to undertake investigations.
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 We go

single Asian hopefuls at the Smoking 
Panda — 50 girls and 50 guys (or so it 
was planned). Despite earlier concerns 
that the event would only provoke the 
interest of Asian men, it was surprisingly 
not as unbalanced as we thought. 
Speaking to this, the organisers admitted 
that the male tickets had sold out in four 
days, but even after three weeks there 
were still 20 female tickets left. Have fun 
analysing this, MRAsians! 

Like most great ideas in the Asian 
community, the inspiration to start a 
real-life meetup for Asian singles was 
sparked at a KBBQ over an unspecified 
amount of soju. Perhaps, in  a fit of 
alcoholic passion, they sought to engage 
with the politicisation and racialisation of 
Asian bodies in the white hegemony and 
forge their own narratives in a stunning 
move of sexual self-determination. 

“Honestly, 
it was a 

meme at 
first,” says 
Olivia Kosasih, 
one of the three 
organisers and a 
UNSW medicine student of Chinese-
Indonesian descent. Whilst having soju 
and lamenting the woes of being a single 
Asian, she created an event which caught 
the eye of Hong Kong-born Humphrey 
Chan, who proposed that they elevate 
the event from meme to reality. Joining 
them was Cindy Hoang, a Vietnamese-
Australian from Bankstown, who got on 
board after Humphrey asked whether 
anyone was interested in helping out at 
another Asian social gathering (“I was 
the only person who raised their hand!”). 

Humphrey, a business and science 
student at USyd, explains that he was 
very eager to do an event “for Asian-
Australians, by Asian-Australians,” 
given that there is no designated space 
for Asian-Australians to mingle outside 
the virtual world. (All three organisers 
are also single and very ready to mingle, 
but admit that they are more excited at 

the prospect of facilitating a match than 
finding one for themselves — classic 
collectivist thinking.) 

 A key source of inspiration was 
Crazy Rich Asians, a popular film 
released last year that was the first 
Hollywood movie in 25 years to star 
an all Asian-American cast. Even Ken 
Jeong looks alright from a specific angle, 
under a certain lighting setup! 

“You don’t really see Asians portrayed 
in a romantic context very often,” 
explains Humphrey. “This movie showed 
that Asians can also be attractive, and can 
also be the star of romantic storylines.” 
What a revolutionary idea! So how did 
our Rachel Chus and Nick Youngs fare?

The three organisers greet us at the 
door, and hand us a free entry pass to 
the nightclub  Flexx before we enter. It’s 
7pm, and the first influx of attendees is 

comprised of 
bright-eyed, 

h o p e f u l 
young Asian 

men in the age 
range of 19 to 24, 

their polo shirt sleeves 
about to burst from the sheer size of 
their biceps. The atmosphere is buzzing 
with anticipation… and fear? Some 
women start trickling in eventually 
tho lol and the awkwardness begins 
to dissipate slightly. Attendees mingle 
over the finger food, which to our 
disappointment includes dumplings, 
har gow, and siu mai. What about party 
pies? Sausage rolls? Where’s the exotic 
cuisine we didn’t grow up eating? 

Surveying the crowd, neither of us 
have ever seen so many fade haircuts in 
our lives — and we’ve been to Defqon! 

“We hope you can all get a success 
story out of this,” Olivia declares to the 
crowd in an announcement. And the 
games begin. “Lets get LIT,” someone 
shouts, before more cautious whispers 
of “actually let’s not I flush really bad.”

The games provide some structure 
to the evening, but are centred around 

the very tired, very heterosexual, very 
gender essentialist theme of “battle of 
the sexes” — can boys or girls get dressed 
faster, can boys or girls think faster, blah. 
More interesting is a competition which 
involves passing notes to your partner 
while only using your mouth. (Bob, 
despite his best efforts, did not win that 
game. But he almost kissed someone so 
there’s that!)

The event adopts a more wholesome 
tone as the evening draws on, with a 
greater focus on friendship and making 
connections than thirsty pursuits. People 
talk about where they live (Bankstown 
is a very popular answer), their hobbies 
(Asians like dancing?), the high schools 
they went to (“Omg you know Kevin 
Chan from NSB?”). Indeed, many of 
the participants tell us “they’re just 
here to meet new people” — whatever 
that means. Then again, maybe the real 
treasure is these friends we’ve made 
along the way…

Amidst it all are more serious 
discussions about belonging and cultural 
identity. People speak of a refreshing 
sense of familiarity within the confines 
of the dimly lit city bar. 

“I don’t feel like the other in this 
space,” an attendee tells us. “There’s so 
much common ground to fall back on 
here.” 

One of our observations is that 
this is the first time we’ve ever been 
in a space that’s exclusively Asian on 
purpose. (And NO, it isn’t just all East 
Asian people, thank you very much. 
Tonight we saw with our very own eyes 
ONE South Asian person, so there you 
go, critics! #Diversity.) While there are 
many institutions and organisations in 
Sydney which are very Asian (have you 
been to BSOC camp?), none of them are 
explicitly so — they just so happen to 
be that way. From selective schools to 
every second youth group, maybe we in 
Sydney haven’t felt a need for a special 
Asian space because we already have 
them, albeit in an unofficial capacity. 
And though a special Asian space can 
be a fun, wholesome place of belonging 
for some, there’s still a long way to go 
in making events and creating spaces 
where all Asians (not just light-skinned, 
straight ones) can feel like they belong.

The organisers seem aware of 
these issues, however. “Specific Asian 
ethnicities and groups face more specific 
issues,” Humphrey agrees. “But we’re not 
at the stage where we can get specific 
about these issues yet as we don’t have 
that encompassing Asian space yet.” 
With the success of the first, we remain 
hopeful for the future. The event ends 
and we all somehow end up at Sanctuary 
Hotel. Because of course we do. And 
guess what? Timstar is here. Because of 
course he is. Despite having a lot of fun, 
we’ve ended the night as single as we 
started it. Single or not, some things will 
always be the same.

Baopu He and Annie Zhang are still single.

While the number 6 repeated is 
associated with all things evil in the 
West, there can be nothing more 
desirable to second generation Asians. 6 
foot, 6 pack, 6 figures, 6 inch — you get 
the point. But you know what we have? 
Personality. And more importantly, such 
a lack of dignity that we found ourselves 
on a Saturday night attending an Asian 
dating meetup. Fuck you, everyone who’s 
ever matched with us on Tinder but 
then ghosted us! Jokes! One of us is an 
Asian male! He doesn’t have any Tinder 
matches!

It is a truth universally acknowledged 
that a single Asian in possession of a 
large social media following, a banging 
bod and absurdly good grades must be 
in want of a romantic partner. If there is 
any lesson to be learnt from the rise of 
Subtle Asian Dating — a wildly popular 
Facebook group and the cause of a recent 
drop in our self-esteem — it is that. But 
what about the rest of us, who don’t have 
the holy trinity of everything it means to 
be an azn_babygurl or boy? Go to the 
aforementioned event hosted by Subtle 
Asian Dating, of course!

Subtle Asian Dating (SAD) is a virtual 
meat market on Facebook. Hot Asians 
auction off their hot Asian friends with 
emojis (and sometimes actual words!), 
plug their instas and accumulate social 
capital while the rest of the group and 
their mums gawk at their mastery of 
the modern dating game. As if the 
pressure from old Asians to deliver 
them grandchildren wasn’t enough, now 
we have a bunch of young Asians telling 
us pretty much the same thing through 
their constant urging of “shoot ya shot.” 

A far cry from the straight-laced “I’m 
a 5’2 virgin who works in IT” image of 
Asians which the Western media seems 
to love, SAD reveals a very different story 
of love and romance in Asian diasporic 
communities — one of obsession verging 
onto desperation. Almost as a reaction 
to the difficulties of dating while Asian, 
SAD is the communal equivalent of the 
nerdy high schooler who goes wild at 
university to compensate. Remember 
Kevin Chan who you used to laugh at 
in high school for his awkward manners 
and bad haircut? Yeah well he has abs 
now, and can one-shot a bottle of soju. 
And he goes to Harvard. So long, self-
worth!

But for those who would rather 
shoot their shot outside the perfectly 
curated virtual world, dozens of real-
life SAD meetups have taken place in 
America and Canada. Thinking about 
it, it’s kind of strange that it’s taken so 
long for one to happen in Sydney, which 
is statistically speaking one of the most 
Asian cities outside of Asia. But better 
late than never!

The first SAD event in Sydney 
happened on Saturday (the night after 
White Party, would you believe it?) and 
was attended by approximately 100 

China’s changing social fabric 
Carrie Wen delves into China’s tumultuous past with LGBT+ rights.

An experience I will never forget in my 
life is the first time I attended the Sydney 
Mardi Gras. It was in 2016, and I was 
shocked when I saw a fabulous sea of 
rainbow spectrums, filled with people 
wearing shiny, colourful costumes — 
some dancing on the floats, and others 
marching to loud music. Around them, 
thousands of people on the street 
shouted and jumped for joy.

I was impressed and enticed, not 
only by the festive atmosphere of the 
parade, but also by the openness towards 
queerness in Australia. Being from 
China, this was something I had never 
seen before.

♡ ♡ ♡ ♡ ♡

In China, homosexuality was illegal 
until 1997, and was only declassified as a 
mental disorder in 2001. However, many 
in China, especially older generations, 
still consider queerness an illness that 
requires a cure. Before 1997, people 
caught engaging in homosexual acts 
could be prosecuted under the vague 
crime of “hooliganism”. This attitude can 
be seen in a famous 1996 Chinese movie 
called East Palace, West Palace, which 
depicts the story of a gay man caught 
at a Beijing public bathroom, who is  
consequently detained and beaten. But, 
even up until now, 22 years after LGBT+ 
sex was decriminalised, social attitudes 
towards queerness still remain generally 
intolerant. 

In 2017, Australia legalised same-
sex marriage, but simultaneously, the 
Chinese government banned public 
discussions around LGBT+ problems 
and experiences online. In 2018, Sina 
Weibo — one of China’s largest social 
media sites — stated that the platform 
would remove comics and videos 
“with pornographic implications, 
promoting bloody violence, or related 
to homosexuality” in order to “create a 
positive and harmonious community 
environment” and “comply with 
the country’s cybersecurity laws.” 
The decision to ban LGBT+ related 
content was  only reversed  after an 
overwhelming number of complaints 
flooded online. 

Chinese censorship bodies have 
released new regulations for content 
that “exaggerates the dark side of society” 
and now deem content that features 
queerness, extramarital affairs, one 
night stands and underage relationships 
as illegal to be shown across screens. 
Consequently, depictions of LGBT+ 
people on television, social media and 
other mediums has also been banned as 
part of a cultural crackdown on “vulgar, 
immoral and unhealthy content”.  The 
government’s decision has since become 
one of the most talked about topics on 
social media, and sparked an enormous 
amount of backlash from young people. 

♡ ♡ ♡ ♡ ♡

Something that is little known is that the 
history of same-sex love in China has 
not always been one of intolerance. Art by Annie Zhang

Same-sex love  has been documented 
since ancient times, and research by 
scholars suggests that it  was thoroughly 
normalised in society prior to Western 
influence from the 1840s onwards. Even 
several Chinese emperors are speculated 
to have had same-sex relationships 
with others. According to the Han 
Dynasty historian, Ban Gu (AD32-92), 
Emperor Ai of Han expressed his sexual 
orientation by stating,  “By nature, he 
[I] did not care for women.” A famous 
love story between him and his male 
lover Dongxian — a court official 
— has become emblematic of queer 
relationships in China today. 

The story tells of how Dongxian fell 
asleep on top of Ai’s sleeves after the two 
were resting in the same bed. Rather 
than waking Dongxian, Ai carefully 
cut off his sleeves to get out of bed the 
next morning.  Owing to the fame of 
the story, Duànxiù, also known as “the 
cut sleeve”  became a euphemism for 
same-sex relationships in China, and 
has featured prominently in Classical 
Chinese literature.

However, fast forward to almost 
two millennia later, queerness became 
largely invisible during the Mao era 
because it was viewed as  both an illness 
and a crime. However, recently, with 
the extensive discussion of LGBT+ 
issues and the legalisation of same-sex 
marriage in numerous countries around 
the world, discussion on this topic has 
re-emerged in China. It wasn’t until 
2019 that the Chinese government broke 
their silence on the treatment of LGBT+ 
individuals. 

The government recently accepted 
the United Nations Human Rights 
Council Universal Periodic Review’s 
recommendations regarding LGBT+ 
rights that demand the protection of 
the rights of China’s LGBT+ population. 
China accepted all five recommendations 
regarding LGBT+ rights made by the 
UN’s Human Rights Council, and 
claimed that they had already been 
implemented. Whether these official 
actions have materially bettered the lives 
of LGBT+ individuals in China remains 
to be seen. 

♡ ♡ ♡ ♡ ♡

Although the conversation surrounding 
queerness in China is increasingly 
becoming more open and the 
government’s attitude is becoming 
positive, a lot of LGBT+ people 
nevertheless refrain from revealing their 
sexual orientation to  wider society. 

Queer people in China usually 
face  enormous social pressure to start 
their own family and begin producing 
children. With the absence of a free 
press and the pervasive presence of 
a political regime that is cautiously 
neutral at best and discriminatory at 
worst, many LGBT+ Chinese choose to 
hide their sexual orientation with fake 
heterosexual marriages, also known as 
“cooperative marriages”. There are two 
types of cooperative marriages. One is 
a marriage between a gay man and a 

lesbian, but under the guise that both are 
heterosexual. The other case is where a 
gay man marries a straight woman who 
is unaware of his sexual orientation. This 
situation is more common and is said to 
make up around 80 per cent of queer 
relationships.  Such marriages often 
cause irreparable harm to both sides, 
with the relationship often tragically 
dissolving, and accompanying risks of 
suicide and self-harm are also present. 

Xi Chen, a Chinese student at the 
University of Sydney studying Cultural 
Studies, commented that fake marriage 
allows for  little happiness to either party 
within the marriage, and does nothing 
but temporarily ease parental anxiety 
about their child being “abnormal.” 

She also offered a bleak view on 
the reality of many Chinese LGBT+ 
individuals, saying that  “people keep 
doing this is because the situation is so 
bad, if they don’t fake-marry, there’s no 
other way to endure life.”

There is a common perception in 
Western society that the main challenge 
of being an LGBT+ individual in China 
is the Chinese government’s erratic 
stance towards the LGBT+ community. 
However, in reality, it has less to do with 
our government’s stance and more to do 
with familial pressures. 

David*, a Chinese international 
student at USyd, described the pressure 
of coming out, saying, “ I only tell my 
sexual orientation to a few of my best 
friends. I feel so much pressure because 
I’m gay and because I’m concerned about 
my future. Straight people get married 
and have kids, while I am not able to.” 

Chen said that although China 
is gradually starting to accept and 
understand queerness, traditional 
Confucian family values to marry had 
have children still represent  a major 
obstacle for LGBT+ people.

“I see this tendency as a somewhat 
collective parental attempt to try and 
fix queerness  — parents hope marriage 
and having kids (and heterosexual sex, 
that goes without saying) will make 
their homosexual children normal. This 
hope, however, won’t come true, because 
queerness is not pathological and does 
not need fixing.”

 “Sadly, I also know some parents 
who know their child’s sexuality deep 
down, but will still force their children 
to marry, because their children’s 
happiness seems insignificant before the 
need to continue the family lineage.”

While the Chinese are normalised 
to the idea of fake marriages, it is still 
shocking that such a large proportion 
of LGBT+ Chinese youth choose to 
fake-marry just to evade familial and 
societal fears of ill treatment and 
isolation. LGBT+ individuals are still 
in a vulnerable position mainly because 
their families  refuse to understand them 
and constantly try to “correct” their 
sexual orientation. 

If families and society could just 
listen more to their children’s opinions 
and respect their sexual orientations, 
they would be able to lead better, happier 
and more fulfilling lives.

 Subtle Asian Dating!
Art by Annie Zhang
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In short, get good
Peter Prentice examines how games that make you rage aren’t necessarily bad games.

There it was: the fog wall. The tall, 
hazy barrier indicated that I was about 
to face another great test of skill and 
patience. Passing through the mist that 
separated me from an ominous arena, 
a lone figure peered at me from afar: 
Pontiff Sulyvahn. A woman’s voice 
echoed in the cathedral, emphasising 
the loneliness of the situation — the 
Pontiff and me, and nobody else to 
interfere.

The Pontiff, through his enigmatic 
helmet, lunged forward for the 
preemptive strike. Soon, I would 
realise that he was a challenge like 
nothing I’d ever faced before. Ignited 
dual blades catching my most minor 
of errors, I mashed my controller in 
frustration, and realised that — despite 
the punishment I would face many 
times over — the Pontiff meant serious 
business.

Whilst video games like these 
might not be to the taste of every 
video game enthusiast, games like 
Dark Souls III rekindle a long lost 
ember burning within every person’s 
heart — a yearning desire to achieve 
the impossible, and bask in the feeling 
of accomplishment that comes with 
it. However, this development didn’t 
happen overnight — it has a history 
that spans all the way back to the 
origin of take-home video games in the 
eighties and nineties.

The birth of take-home video 
gaming occurred during the time of 
take-home computers. A significant 
consequence of this was that video 
game developers were constrained 
by the storage capacity of cartridges, 
and making a simple, easy video game 
that could be completed in one sitting 
just wouldn’t be a financially viable 
experience for a customer. As a result, 
games were often deliberately designed 
to display a few “game over” screens 
for even the best players, and 
many games had single-
hit death mechanics 
that stretched out 

the playability of a game that was only 
kilobytes large on cartridge.

However, many newer releases 
like Risk of Rain and Cuphead have 
continued this trend of making games 
very difficult, and it’s because there is 
a certain appeal in facing a formidable 
challenge. Risk of Rain puts the player 
into a platform shooter that gets 
progressively harder the longer the 
player takes to get to the final level, but 
also rewards the player the longer they 
play with stronger items and powers. 
However, throughout the whole game, 
there exists the possibility of being 
defeated in one hit. To be able to 
succeed in a challenge that you’ve failed 
at countless times before, even in a 
video game, is a rewarding feeling that 
is one of the primary sources of appeal 
in difficult video games.

As computing power began to 
grow, developers were able to stretch 
out video games in more immersive 
ways, including better worlds 
to explore or more captivating 
storylines. However, the games 
that have aged the best are those 
which have retained the use of 
difficulty as a way to engage 
players, despite difficulty 
outliving its original 
purpose. A fine example of 
a game that has catered to 
both the casual player and 
the difficulty enthusiast 
is indie platformer A 
Hat in Time. The game, 
which introduced a 
series of extremely 

hard side-missions, had had an 
option to make the missions easier 
to complete for the player who didn’t 
feel the need to “prove themselves” to 
anybody. While developers continue to 
blend rich, rewarding experiences via 
explorative gameplay with profound 
accomplishment by skill or strategy, 
the needs of the casual player and the 
enthusiast are continually met at the 
same time in increasingly synchronous 
harmony.

The Pontiff meant serious business, 
and I wasn’t backing down from a 
challenge. Passing the 
fog wall again, 
and… well, 
probably another 
ten times, I 
braved the steely 
cold eyes of the 
Pontiff: with 
every single 
encounter, I 
learned his 

fighting style, and eventually, I was met 
with a fearsome victory — I had done 
it!

The Pontiff had been slain, and I 
stood over his body, inheriting his 
fallen power. Feeling overcome with 
satisfaction, I came across an odd 
message, etched on the ground while 
leaving the battle arena:

Now the real fight begins.

C U L T U R E

Melbourne, along with Broadway and 
West End, is currently one of three cities 
to be graced with the magical two-
part production of Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child, a stage sequel set 19 years 
following the Battle of Hogwarts. The 
Melbourne production, produced by 
Michael Cassel, runs in the refurbished 
Princess Theatre, which underwent a 
$6.5 million makeover to resemble a 
magical Hogwarts experience. 

The play follows Albus Severus 
Potter, son of Harry, through his 
Hogwarts experience, struggling to live 
up to the Potter name. Albus’ unexpected 
bond with Scorpius Malfoy, son of 
Draco, leads them on an adventure that 
will have Potterheads young and old 
rethinking all the assumptions made in 
the seven-book series. 

The story itself not been without 
controversy. J.K. Rowling’s insistence 
that the play be canonical has created 
huge implications for the universe, 
particularly with the re-introduction 
of time-turners allowing characters to 
travel decades into the past to interfere 
with events from the original storyline. 
Despite the more ludicrous aspects 

of the script, Jack Thorne’s vision of 
the Potterverse brings justice to the 
original story and characters.

The play featured outstanding 
performances from the all-Australian 
cast. Notable mentions include Moaning 
Myrtle (Gillian Cosgriff) and Professor 
McGonagall (Debra Lawrance), who 
managed to stay amazingly true to the 
original characters, whilst offering a 
never-before-seen flare that stood out 
on stage. The show was stolen by lead 
William Mckenna, playing Scorpius 
Malfoy, who, aside from memorising a 
ludicrous amount of fast-paced lines, 
left the entire audience in hysterics. 
Some performances were not executed 
quite as well, including that of Hagrid 
and Ginny Weasley-Potter, the former 
of which came across as a rather forced 
and unnecessary inclusion, the latter of 
which seemed incredibly blunt (although 
Rowling’s Ginny Weasley was hardly a 
well-written character to begin with).

The play was also a visual spectacle. 
From the special effects that had 
audiences questioning the realism 
of centaurs on stage, the movement 
of stage props and characters behind 

a masquerade of twirling wizarding 
cloaks, to the giant dementors merely 
inches from giving you a personal 
kiss of death, the show surpassed all 
expectations. There existed a splendid 
combination of old-fashioned theatrical 
tricks and effects that left you shaking 
your head at the artful choreography.

What appeared to be an obvious 
queering of Albus and Scorpius in 
both the play and script was quickly 
backtracked with an act of cowardly 
heteronormativity — poor form for 
the play, considering the casting of 
Hermione Granger with a black actress 
in the name of progressive values. To 
merely flirt with the idea of diversity 
is tacky and exploitative, just as 
Rowling has, and continues to do with 
Dumbledore and Grindelwald in the 
Fantastic Beasts series. We are yet to 
see an out and proud queer character in 
the world of Harry Potter. I would have 
imagined a stage production to be an 
ample opportunity to introduce a queer 
storyline. Part One of the play had me 
more than hopeful that a queering of 
Albus and Scorpius’ relationship was 
occurring — but it seems, in the steps 

of Rowling’s original story, Thorne 
intended on prioritising the theme 
of friendship, expecting audiences to 
just disregard the fact that the two 
characters were inches from an on-
stage embrace just moments ago.

Harry Potter and The Cursed Child 
is an impressive, magical experience, 
worth the weekend getaway for fans 
and acquaintances of the Potterverse 
alike. Have you the chance to go, you 
can head to the Imperial Hotel’s Diagon 
Alley inspired rooftop, in between 
Parts One and Two, for a Lightning Bolt 
Parma and Butterbeer.
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Review: Harry Potter and The Cursed Child 
Pottermore fan Connor Parissis is happy to see more Potter.

A
rt by Shraw

ani B
hattarai

Most of us have proofread a friend’s 
Tinder bio to ensure that it’s funny, but 
not overly intellectual. We’ve given the 
green light to a pop-culture reference, 
telling our friend that it’s not too niche. 
We have approved friends’ choice of 
photos, and the consecutive ordering 
of said photos, then sent them on their 
merry way into the love-void. 

Discourses on authenticity in dating 

apps are plentiful. There is almost 
too much scholarship on the idea of 
impression management (i.e. how 
one’s profile comes across to another 
user), and the tendency of users to self-
enhance.

The lives of twenty-somethings 
in Sydney are often image-based, 
consumer-centric and localised on 
social media. So, the fact that dialogues 
of dating app authenticity remain 
anchored on users’ constructed self-
image is unsurprising.

But what about the next stage? 
You’ve now been swiped, wined and 
dined, fucked, had the “what are we?” 
talk, and ventured further into the 
love-void to arrive on the monogamous 
relationship plane. Does authenticity 
still have a place?

I remember having dinner with my 
boyfriend’s mother for the first time in a 
quaint Italian restaurant in Wollongong. 
Inevitably, she asked, “So how did you 
meet?” Feeling completely doomed, and 
fearing both judgement and retribution, 
I sculled my glass of red wine to avoid 
answering the question. “We met on 
Tinder,” my boyfriend replied in a 
matter-of-fact way. 

It bothered me that I was ashamed 
of telling others I had met my boyfriend 
on a dating app. My relationship felt 
illegitimate, and indeed, inauthentic. 
But when statistics show that 
monogamous relationships conceived 
on dating apps are increasingly durable, 
it begs the question as to why feelings 
of stigma still prevail.

Naomi* tells Honi that she feels more 
comfortable telling her close friends 
she’s met someone on a dating app, as 
opposed to her parents. In her view, 
older generations tend to distrust dating 
apps. “My parents hold the assumption 
that Tinder is purely a ‘hookup app’ for 
dirty people rather than another avenue 
to meet people.”

Julie* feels that dating app stigma 
is exacerbated by her race. “Being the 
daughter in an Asian family requires 
me to put forward a ‘respectable’ image 
— definitely not associated with using 
dating apps.”

Stigma appears to be gendered. 
Naomi* contends that the very distrust 
of dating apps is inherently gendered. 
“The assumption that meeting someone 
through a dating app is ‘risky’ behaviour, 
is one directed primarily towards 
women. It’s just become another way to 
victim-blame women killed by the men 
they meet through the apps.”

Ellen* feels that women who use 
dating apps are often seen as acting in 
desperation and “scraping the barrel,” 
whereas men are merely “playing the 
field.” Julie* argues that women on 
dating apps are judged as being more 
promiscuous, or having lower self-
esteem. 

Alex* prefers speaking to queer 
people about his experiences on dating 
apps.“Straight people seem to regard 
relationships that begin online as [of] 
lesser value.” He notes, “queer dating 
pools are already ridiculously small 
and competitive, so the majority of the 

queer community is understanding and 
sympathetic [of dating app use].” 

Despite sentiments of unease, 
relationships emerging from dating 
apps have not been any less “real” for 
users.

As for Naomi*, “The only way [my 
relationship] feels inorganic is in our 
lack of mutual friends — coming from 
different social circles makes it feel as 
if the relationship exists in a vacuum.”

Julie* tells Honi that the notion of 
meeting someone on an app is rendered 
irrelevant in a contemporary context. 
“What’s more important is building 
something meaningful, so be it through 
texting, which, these days, is the main 
form of communication anyway.” 

Bella* feels similarly. “As with an 
offline experience, online relationships 
form organically over time. Only the 
way of meeting someone is different.” 

Feelings of illegitimacy appear to be 
largely derived from structural factors; 
combined elements of race, gender, 
sexuality, and generational divide create 
a shared feeling of stigma among dating 
app users.

Perhaps Ellen’s* appraisal of dating 
app relationship stigma invites the 
most societal reflection: “What is more 
‘natural’ is perceived as being more 
authentic.’’

As for me, I’ll continue to cherish 
my Tinder-birthed relationship, like 
a mother to her illegitimate, bastard 
child. 

*Names have been anonymised.   

Bastard-crossed lovers
Jessica Syed reflects on the legitimacy and stigma surrounding monogamous relationships forged on dating apps.

Art by Pranay Jha

“Making a simple, easy video game that could 
be completed in one sitting just wouldn’t be a 
financially viable experience for a customer.”

Art by Joseph Verity
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for endometriosis, which provided upwards of $2.5 
million to the cause. The Plan directly apologised 
for ignoring the health of young people with 
endometriosis, and promised to improve awareness 
as well as clinical management and care in Australia. 

The Plan also has a particular focus on increasing 
education for young people about endometriosis 

through updating school curriculums, and 
teaching students and staff about the signs of 

irregular menstrual health and their options 
for support. Donna knows that change will 
come from heightened awareness. “I can get 
in a cab with a 70-year-old taxi driver and 
make sure he knows all about endometriosis 
by the time I get out,” she said. It is about 
recognising the conversation as not only 
normal, but also crucial. 

In 2017, a philosophy research student at the 
University of Sydney began a study on the sexual 
impact of endometriosis on men who have partners 
with the disease. I raised this study with Professor 
Chris Murphy and Doctor Laura Lindsay.

 “I don’t think that study would show up on my 
basic science flag,”  says Dr Lindsay.

“I can imagine that a study saying that endometriosis 
has affected the sex life of men could have been a bit 
controversial and perhaps in poor taste,” Dr Murphy 
adds. 

This study, both sexist and under-researched, was 
also majorly premature. Endometriosis does not have 
a known cause, identification or treatment, and would 
benefit from further research into its own genetic links 
and related conditions — not a major study focusing 
on how the condition affects other people.  Wom*n are 
often conditioned to accept pain quietly. When offered 
treatment, regardless of its severity, they tend to accept 
these treatments out of   pure desperation. “Women will 
accept a hysterectomy for the vague chance that there 
may be a reduction in symptoms,” said Donna Cicca.

Dating in your late teens and early twenties is difficult 
enough as it is. In a social landscape that from an early 
age de-legitimises the pleasures and needs of wom*n 
and non-binary people during sex, it is already 
difficult to find understanding and support from 
partners. Casual dating sites and applications 
obscure and misinterpret the needs of young 
people suffering endometriosis because 
of their focus on physical and snappy 
connections. In casual relationships, 
sex is treated as a quick fix. So 
when conversations arise about
pain and discomfort 
during sex as a result 
of endometriosis, 
young people can 
be left feeling 
em b a r r a s s e d , 

It’s February 2018 and I’m lying on a hospital bed. The 
anxiety-induced sweat underneath me is soaking the 
hospital bed linen. An anaesthetist is returning in five 
minutes to put me under, but at this point I’m having 
trouble lying still. I pick at my fingernails in an attempt 
to avoid clenching my jaw. I can hear the clock ticking 
over. Outside my curtained room, I can also hear a series 
of murmured voices. “I’ve read about it in the media I 
think,” says one nurse to another. “Yeah, I always forget 
the name, but they say it’s a pretty common, chronic 
condition.”

“Should be an interesting surgery.”
 My cheeks are now crimson as I lie there, suddenly 

feeling like an animal up for auction at the county fair... 
or maybe just a woman with endometriosis. 

My surgery, a laparoscopy, will give me a definite 
diagnosis on a condition that even nurses “forget the 
name of.” The chronic pain I've experienced since the 
age of 12 will finally be recognised as  legitimate, with 
a legitimate cause. Perhaps it really is not just occurring 
“in my head.” Even so, I have to recognise that this 
surgery may not cure me of any of my symptoms, and 
the endometriosis could grow back.

Endometriosis is a disease where tissue similar to 
the lining of the uterus grows in other parts of the body, 
usually around the pelvis and sometimes in organs 
and tissues outside the pelvic region. The condition is 
common, experienced by 1 in every 10 wom*n. It causes 
chronic pain, affecting basically every aspect of daily life. 
It has significant social and mental impacts on sufferers, 
yet it is “invisible” in most social contexts. People who 
have experienced this overwhelming pain from their 
very first menstrual cycle wait on average 7 to 12 years 
for their diagnosis. 

176 million people worldwide are affected by 
endometriosis. It’s been named as one of the top 20 most 
debilitating and painful conditions by the UK National 
Health Service. In Australia, 1 in 10 young wom*n 
suffer from endometriosis, and the research has shown 
that symptoms can be so severe that schooling, career 
and social participation is significantly compromised. 
Donna Ciccia, the director and co-founder of 
Endometriosis Australia, claims that the condition adds 
a “debilitating layer to already present societal 

prejudice that prevents 
wom*n from 

reaching their potential.”  
Wom*n have been taught from a young age to 

think that painful periods are normal. That having to 
miss school or work because of overwhelming pain 
is just part of a normal cycle. The healthcare industry 
has been incredibly reluctant to explore our symptoms 
or even give our condition a name — thus many 
medical professionals are unable to help us. In these 
circumstances, we are taught from a young age to 
ignore our menstrual cycles. 

The Cell and Reproductive Biology Laboratory run 
by Dr Laura Lindsay and Professor Chris Murphy in the 
Anderson Stuart Building works specifically on female 
reproductive biology. One of the clinical diseases that 
they’re particularly interested in is endometriosis. Dr 
Lindsay describes the condition as, “years and years of 
pain, bleeding and infertility.” 

“The pain is often debilitating,” adds Professor 
Murphy, “but often not debilitating enough that the 
patient will actually go to see a doctor. They’ll go when 
the pain is essentially unbearable.” 

“There are different kinds of pain,” says Isabelle Hans 
Rosenbaum, a 21-year-old fashion student. “I think the 
worst one is this electrifying, shocking feeling. It feels 
like you’re being zapped in your lower abdomen.” She 
pushes her finger into her stomach, mimicking the jolt. 
“The other feeling is a bit more dull. The best way to 
describe it is probably like someone getting a blunt 
knife and dragging it very deep into your stomach.”

Isabelle has suffered pain from the age of 16. She 
was originally told by doctors that the sensations were 
caused by cysts inside her abdomen. There’s not much we 
can do, they had said. Lots of people have them. She had 
recurring episodes during which her “cysts” were just 
“playing up.” 

When she turned 18 and her periods became more 
regular, the pain grew much worse. “I was encouraged 
to see a specialist,” she says. “The waiting list for this 
specialist was over four months, and once I did see her, 
it took another three months to get on a waiting list 
for surgery.” Isabelle has been on this surgery waiting 
list for a year and a half. “I get my surgery next month, 
hopefully.” 

Societal ignorance 
of endometriosis 
amongst   
young people 
has a massive 
psychological effect 
on those coming 
to terms with their 
condition. On 
student campuses, 
this invisibility is 
further heightened. 
Students are rushed 
from class to class, 
and there’s little 
connection with 
individual lecturers 
or tutors, and 

therefore a detachment from any understanding of the 
help that students need. Many students avoid listing 
endometriosis as a reason for special considerations 
out of fear of being rejected a few days before the 
due date. The condition is “particularly undiagnosed 
in young people because the most common way it 
is found is through infertility,” said Professor Chris 
Murphy. “If someone isn’t trying to get pregnant then 
they just think they feel sick. They don’t consider it to 
be any more serious than that.”

Lack of knowledge about the condition also makes it 
difficult to explain one’s emotional, physical and mental 
state to peers and relatives. This makes young people 
feel socially isolated. “It's all hidden pain that can’t be 
seen most of the time, so you kind of live with most 
of it alone,” says Lucy Ferris, a textiles student at the 
University of Technology. “Because it’s an invisible pain, 
I also find myself thinking that people don't believe me. 
Throughout the years of diagnosis, I kept thinking that 
they would find nothing, and that I was making it up.”

There’s often more community support for endometriosis 
sufferers online than can be found in a medical centre. 
The Facebook group “Endometriosis support group” has 
over 20,000 members, and that’s only within Australia. 
For young people still looking for a break from the 
taboo associated with wom*n’s health, this platform is 
crucial. Posts are frequent, with about 20 to 30 being 
made per day. There are requests for support, questions 
about pain relief, diet, mental health, and more.  Even 
patients that suffer from similar “invisible” conditions 
such as adenomyosis are willing to join endometriosis 
support groups just to feel connected to those with a 
similar kind of pain.

“People can just offload some of their pain, or ask 
for help or guidance. I've actually found most of my 
solutions through the incredible wom*n in that group. I 
even DM’ed some for help,” says Lucy Ferris. 

The positive mental impact that the group brings for 
sufferers is immense. It’s a confirmation that they are 
not alone, and that extreme “period pain” is not normal, 
no matter how many people brush it off as such. “I feel 
like these support groups where I can  get advice and 
talk to people with the condition have helped me more 
than doctors have. I’ve spoken to so many people about 
this and they’ve said the same thing,” says Isabelle Hans 
Rosenbaum. 

These online platforms are particularly valuable for 
Australian endometriosis sufferers who live in rural 
or remote communities where wom*n’s healthcare 
in general is lax. In addition, the sites are open to the 
families of sufferers as well, allowing them to increase 
their understanding of the illness.  

It took Nell’s mother up to ten years to fall pregnant 
with her. Years of trying, an unimaginable series of 

tests, appointments, IVF treatments and miscarriages 
led to a particularly late — but not abnormal — 
diagnosis of endometriosis at the age of 35. There was a 
very slim chance of having children. But when she  was 
well into the process of adopting a child, she discovered 
that she was having Nell. 

There’s so little known about the cause and symptoms 
of the disease that when a patient is finally recognised 
as a sufferer of endometriosis there can be very little 
time to decide whether they want children, especially 
as 1 in 3 people with endometriosis have problems 
with fertility. The only way to confirm if someone 
has endometriosis is through an invasive surgery 
called a laparoscopy. Because of this, early diagnosis 
is almost impossible. Although not confirmed, it 
appears very likely that endometriosis has a genetic 
component. As a result, sufferers experience recurrent 
anxiety about passing the disease onto their children. 
Further research into the disease will give wom*n the 
opportunity to prepare for their future. “As a wom*n, 
if you knew you had an illness that may affect your 
fertility, you may weigh up the choices differently,” 
says Dr Laura Lindsay. “If you knew you had endo, you 
might prepare. We know from studies that if you get 
into the IVF clinic before the age of 35 you have a better 
chance of pregnancy and successful birth.”

Although endometriosis is as common as asthma and 
diabetes in Australia, it receives less than 1 per cent 
of research funding. When looking at how wom*n’s 
health has been ignored throughout history, it becomes 
clear that the disparity in the distribution of financial 
resources occurs on a gendered basis. “If men had 
painful sex, painful defecation and painful urination, 
the entire US defence budget would be spent on finding 
a cure,” Donna Ciccia says, quoting Nancy Petersen, an 
American endometriosis activist.

However, change could be in the air. In 2018, 
Australia brought about its first National Action Plan 

misinterpreted or ignored.
“With dating, I find it can be a nightmare sometimes. 

I'm currently single, and just find myself giving up 
sometimes on meeting new people,” says Lucy. “Because 
the pain is pretty much always there to some degree, 
it's hard to go on a date and be like ‘hey, so I feel like 
absolute shit but I gotta just smile through this and just 
wait for it to be over’.”

Social and physical discomfort is only part of the 
problem for young people balancing endo and their 
personal relationships. “I get really down on my body 
because of all the bloating and stuff, so going on a date 
and feeling confident is just so rare,” says Lucy. “I end 
relationships pretty quickly because I just don't want 
to deal with all the physical and emotional pain that is 
tied to my endo.” I’ve had sexual partners who have told 
me that it’s completely normal for wom*n to experience 
painful sex and I was basically expected to lie back 
and think of England. Before my surgery especially, 
endometriosis had a massive negative impact on my 
sexuality. I started to blame myself and told myself I was 
making a big deal of nothing, even though I couldn't 
walk for days after sex due to the pain. 

“There’s so much that’s not known,” says Dr Lindsay. 
“I think we need to push that yes, we need clinical 
research, but we need basic scientific research first 
to understand how the disease develops, and then 
we need a diagnostic test. Researchers need to figure 
out how we can get a diagnosis and how we can give 
wom*n information so that when they’re in their early 
20s, they can understand and decide what to do.”

With endometriosis, it is difficult to find a partner and 
a social network with compassion and understanding 
for your symptoms. There’s a pressure to constantly 
stand up for yourself, or to be the explainer or advocate 
for the disease to others who don’t understand. That 
pressure can be exhausting, especially when research 
into the disease is speculative and ongoing. 

Developments in endometriosis research is 
sluggish and frustrating for its sufferers. For a disease 
that simultaneously pushes you into the spotlight as 
“advocate” and confines you in an often invisible bubble 
as “sufferer,” it is enough to make young people feel 
trapped under a microscope. For now, endometriosis 
sufferers find support in each other. Perhaps soon, 
this “fairly common condition” will be given the wider 
attention it deserves. 

Hazel Mackenzie Peterson and Nell O'Grady analyse the unspoken nature of the disease

The Invisible One in Ten: 
Endometriosis Hidden on Campus
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事件的起源还要追溯到2018年12月1日，华为
的副董事长、首席财务官——孟晚舟女士，应美
国当局要求，于加拿大被逮捕。美方提供的拘捕
孟女士的理由为，她所领导的中国民营通信科技
公司在研发方面有侵权现象， 涉及触犯美国法
律。对于这次事件的态度上，澳大利亚政府也同
样对华为持有与美国相同的态度，并且对华为在
澳的通讯网络贸易方面实施了一系列的打压手
段。

华为作为一家国际性企业，无论在澳和美都曾
经经历过不平等待遇。有专家认为，本次对孟女
士实施抓捕的行为，是有意蓄谋的。实际上类似
的可能为莫须有的事件，可以追溯回在2003年对
伊拉克进行的军事打击。美军所提供的物证在新
闻访谈上曾被俄罗斯总统普京笑谈到“里面说不定
只是洗衣粉呢！” 澳洲一直以来都在秉持着亲美
的形象，所以自然而然在美对华人企业例如中兴
和华为的打击之下，也将随之一并跟随。当然，
其中是否有参杂着协迫或者这是否是大众心里所
支持的，等等一系列的其他方面我们不得而知。

非常有意思的一件事是，在加拿大政府逮捕孟
晚舟女士后，本来的最大嫌疑幕后操控者美国，
反而站出来对加政府说到它们将会严查到底，还
华为一个公道。并且在华为被禁止后，擅长推特
治国的特朗普总统又说到我们应该让所有的国际
企业公平竞争，从而在世界上闹出了不少笑话。

实际上澳大利亚也是被坑害的其中之一，澳的同
胞兄弟新西兰已经对华为松口，澳本土网络公司
TPG在终止与华为建立5G网络工程建设下产生了
巨额亏损。在政治关系紧张的情况下，众多的澳
中合资企业和中资企业纷纷也撤回了对澳洲的投
资。

在国人圈子中，我们有发现在众多的社交媒体
上，出现了非常多的反国际企业的呼声，并且不
仅仅是线上，这股能量已经在社会中蔓延开来。
在此次事件之后，不难发现在国内的社会中，尤
其是科技领域，类似苹果和三星等龙头外资企业
都有不小的下滑趋势。

同样，上升到国家层面，中国在2019年已经宣
布长期减少从澳大利亚进口铁矿石并且数个关口
已经禁止对澳产矿石进行清关了。众所周知，中
国是澳大利亚最大的铁矿石进口国，此举直接导
致澳洲铁矿石行业的效益垂直下降，年损失可达
千亿。这一切从某种层面上来说是由澳洲对华采
取的政策一手造成的，所以自然也要承担这笔损
失。

我认为，澳在与中方达成经济互利的合作情况
下，应该需要十分坚定它们的自身立场，明确的
选择与判断当前的形式。在美国一再挑拨世界关
系以及格局稳定性的情况中从而自身获得利益最
大化的时候，这种类似手段或许有一天也将会使
用在澳身上，到了那个时候将会是后悔莫及。

孟晚舟事件与澳大利亚态度
韩宛珊  和  郭晋森  

Art by Carrie Wen 

Ça fait plus de deux mois depuis mon arrivée en 
France, et pendant ce temps, j’ai réfléchi sur les 
stéréotypes de la France, et des Français. Il y a ceux qui 
sont peut-être vrais, et ceux qui sont complètement 
faux. Voici donc une petite liste de mes pensées 
jusqu’à maintenant.
 
Les Français refusent de parler en 
anglais, même s’ils tous parlent 

anglais très bien

On était assis attendant notre dîner, et j’étais peinée 
pour mon amie au côté de moi qui ne parlait pas 
français. Elle était à une table de gens en train de 
parler en français, même si tout le monde auraient 
pu parler en anglais pour qu’elle puisse comprendre. 
Je pense qu’elle se sentait isolée, mais ce n’était pas 
l’intention des autres de l’exclure, j’en suis sûre. Un 
incident comme cela, cependant, est presque garanti 
quand on va au pays  non anglophone.

De l’autre côté, pas tout le monde ici parle anglais. 
Ma prof de français, par exemple, ne le parle pas du 
tout. L’idée que l’apprentissage du français n’est pas 
nécessaire parce que tout le monde parle anglais 
est complètement faux. En fait, quelquefois, c’est le 
contraire qui m’énerve, quand les Français me parlent 
en anglais quand je leur parle en français. C’est normal 
d’assumer que les étrangers ne peuvent pas parler 
français, mais ça le rend plus difficile d’améliorer mon 
français.
 

Tout le monde est à la mode

À Paris, il y a beaucoup de magasins de luxe et de 
beaux vêtements partout, mais par rapport à ma 
vie universitaire à Sydney, la mode n’a pas plus 
d’importance ici parmi les étudiants. De toute façon, 
en hiver tout le monde porte un manteau (donc on ne 
voit pas si quelqu’un porte un joli pull), qui est le seul 
vêtement nécessaire à mon avis !
 

Les Français sont arrogants

Évidemment ce stéréotype est faux parce qu’on ne 
peut pas faire des grosses généralisations de tous 
les habitants d’un pays. Il y a des gens arrogants de 
chaque pays du monde, mais en toute honnêteté, 
j’avais eu du mal en retentant ce fait dans la tête 
quelques fois. Ces instances incluent :

1. La fois où mon amie m’a dite que deux 
camarades français de sa classe ont dit 
qu’elles ne voulaient pas travailler avec des 
étudiants d’étranger

2. Quand le serveur à la gare a demandé à 
mon amie si elle parle français (en anglais), 
après elle lui ai demandé s’il parle anglais (en 
français)

3. Le service après-vente condescendant au 
musée du Louvre

 
Quand je suis arrivée en France, j’avais eu ce 
stéréotype dans la tête. Pourtant, ces expériences 
avaient été contrebalancées par les exemples de la 
gentillesse que j’ai expérimentés ici :

1. Quand le restaurant qui a changé son menu 
pour s’adapter aux demandes de mon amie 
et moi

2. Quand un homme sympa a porté mon bagage 
lourd sans être demandé

 

Il y a des voleurs partout à Paris

J’avais un petit peu de peur d’aller à Paris, parce que 
beaucoup de gens m’ont dit qu’à Paris, les criminels 
volent des étrangers très fréquemment. La chose 
qui m’a frappée le plus jusqu’à maintenant est quand 
quelques femmes m’a entourée et m’a poussée. Elles 
voulaient que je signe une pétition pour les sourds, 
mais après, je me suis rendue compte qu’elles étaient 
des criminels qui ciblent les étrangers. Tout le monde 
n’est pas un voleur bien sûr, mais il est toujours 
important d’être attentif, particulièrement aux 
endroits touristiques… 

Oh là là : cassons les stéréotypes

Art by Matilda Alex-Sanders

Marina Liu se demande : qu’est-ce qu’il y a de vrai ? 

Poems from the Diaspora
杨中新 / Yang Zhongxin

雨中养老
公鸡打呜牛吃草
沙沙雨声俊乌叫
前天栽完贵山药
昨日抢种豆角苗

远处翠竹通小桥
近处果园添新娇
隔壁老妪红柿籽
稍坐凉亭防雨浇

什么鲜花模样好
夕阳楓叶江山娇
什么才是长寿药
精神生命青春葆

生活点滴
坐在凉亭望山边
山边下面是牛栏
牛栏凄满冬嫩草
嫩草铺到溪水泮

炊烟袅袅飘飘然
红冠鸡下拾壹蛋
淡泊林里转一转
回屋老伴清炉板

Retiring in the rain
 

The rooster crowing, the cow grazing
The rain rustles, the handsome crow caws

The day before yesterday, I finished planting the precious yams
Yesterday, I hastily planted the string bean seedlings

In the distance, jade green bamboo grows through the little bridge
Near us, the orchard is adding new and delicate things

Next door, the old woman with her red persimmons
Sits a while in the gazebo to hide from the sprinkling rain

What fresh flowers will look nice?
So delicate are the sunset, the maple leaves, the landscape

What is the secret to longevity?
Protecting your spirit, your life, your youth

Drops of life 

I sit in the gazebo facing the hillside
At the bottom of the hill is a cow paddock
The paddock is full of young winter grass
That also carpets the banks of the stream

Smoke from kitchen chimneys curls up and floats
I pick up one egg from under a red-crowned chicken

In the humble forest, I wander
Going home, my wife is cleaning the stove

La retraite sous la pluie
 

Le coq chanta, le vache brouta
La pluie chuchota, le beau corbeau cria

Avant-hier, j’eus fini planter les chers ignames
Hier, hâtivement, j’eus planté les haricots verts 

Au loin, bambou en jade fleurit à travers le petit pont
Tout près, le verger apporta des choses neuves, délicates
La porte suivante, la vieille dame avec ses kakis rouges
S’assit dans le gazebo pour se cacher de la douce pluie

Quelles fleurs fraîches paraîtront jolies ? 
Si délicats sont-ils : le crépuscule, les feuilles d’érable, le paysage 

Comment atteindre la pérennité ? 
En protégant son esprit, sa vie, sa jeunesse 

Gouttelettes de vie 

Assis dans le gazebo en face du coteau 
Au fond de la colline un enclos de vache

Il fut plein de l’herbe hivernale
Qui enduisit la berge du ruisseau

Fumée des cheminées de cuisine se lova et flotta 
D’une poule couronnée de rouge je pris un oeuf 

Dans la forêt modeste, je flânai 
Rentrant chez moi, ma femme nettoya la poêle

Translations by Baopu He (English), Jessica Syed (French) & Annie Zhang (English, French)

自勤
Victor Ye / 葉浩楠
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Love, in the slip of a dress sleeve. 
In the mauve neckline that stays, 

the crescent imprint
on a wine-stained napkin. 

Intimacy only lives
outside of the body. 

Perhaps there is a romance
in the world without me; an afterthought

I instantly regret, but often wonder. 
The first kiss still feels like an ending

& the city goes on. Always,
rain. Old light. The unforgiving 

memory. Just once,
to live idly. To sell myself absence. 

To dream only of what we can touch.
 

Love, in the poem I do not write, 
but still wait for. & then listen 

to its slow breathing, the gentle wake 
of a morning in the late February sun,

yes, you remind me of honey. & yellow silk. 
How we feel in waves & want language 

to be more tender. Even then, 
the silent reckoning of things. 
The dull space between my life 
& your life, as they briefly spill
into each other, an illusion of
nearness. That familiar song,
in which the world passes 
& we all think: never again. 

Donnalyn Xu

beams of sunlight permeate
a shroud of silky clouds
 illuminating the
 scrambling children below.
 shuddering vibrations of
 thundering footsteps,
murmuring complaints, soft as the rain but
 deafening in numbers
a storm of minds and
   their majestic march,
meandering through a
 maze of madness. a
 moving mayhem.
 slithering through suffocating
tunnels accompanied by
 stifled breathing.
 devoured by darkness,
haunted by time.
silence descends upon the
empty paths, calm like the
 wisps of white 
  in the sky,
  slowly dissipating
  into the
  world of blue.

Johnson Ly

After Summer

A Normal Day

In a fast-paced urban environment 
where we are obsessed with the fine 
art of ‘Keeping Up’, we often forget to 
slow down and appreciate the little 
things in the world around us. In our 
day-to-day lives, we are surrounded by 
greenery, whether we realise it or not. 
For something easily taken for granted, 
nature can have phenomenal impacts 
on our mental health and the way that 
we live our day to day lives; I say this 
confidently from experience. 

A plant in the home is more than 
just an embellishment: you are quietly 
breathing life into your everyday living 
spaces. Whether you’re a seasoned 
botanist or never seen a houseplant 
in your life, owning and caring for a 
houseplant is chicken soup for the soul.

 Let’s take a trip down memory 
lane. Though my personal foray 
with houseplants has only recently 
picked up speed, I feel the need to 
acknowledge my father, who is the 
unheralded inspiration and support 
behind my botanic adventure. Dad 
cultivated a greenhouse in our 
backyard when I was growing up, a 
jungle filled with all manner of aroids, 
bromeliads, and ferns. It was these 
fond memories that I drew from when 
my houseplant hobby began to grow 
in September last year. Inextricably 
inundated with assessments and 
missed lectures I’d promised to watch 
online, I naturally found myself 
seeking the shallower compensations 
in life through mindless online retail 
therapy.

Amongst my first plant purchases 
was a swiss cheese vine (monstera 
adansonii). It  remains nothing short 
of remarkable how the millimeter-
by-millimeter growth of a quiet little 
houseplant sitting by my window gave 

me such a profound sense of fulfilment 
and peace. 

This was horticultural therapy in 
effect — defined by Cultivate NSW as “a 
process in which plants and gardening 
activities are used to improve the body, 
mind and spirit.” 

Growing plants teaches us to care 
for the world beyond ourselves, a world 
so often viewed in retrospect as we 
torpedo through a student life riddled 
with exam stress and social woes. My 
swiss cheese vine brought me so much 
joy that I have since fallen down the 
rabbit hole, accumulating over 100 
houseplants. I blame this on dopamine 
or, as I like to call it, the ‘nice, do it again’ 
chemical signal in our brains. 

According to neuroscientist Dr. 
Caitlin Vander Weele, the dopamine 
acquired through plants can affect our 
day-to-day motivations, decisions and 
emotions.  

Speaking from experience, plants 
have certainly bolstered my mental 
health, making day-to-day things 
easier to handle. I dove into this hobby 
at a time when I was struggling with 
depression and anxiety, which went on 
to cripple the way that I interacted with 
my friends, family and other work. 

Plants provide a focal point through 
which I can slow down time and re-
approach challenges with a different 
angle when I feel less burdened with 
the world on my shoulders. However, I 
find a need to state the obvious: though 
buying and caring for plants has helped 
me make strides in caring for my mental 

health, it will in no way be an effective 
substitute for therapy.

Engaging with greenery doesn’t 
have to be huge task or long-term 
commitment. Nature therapy can be 
as simple as setting a naturescape as 
a desktop wallpaper. Even something 
as easy as going for a mindful walk 
— an example of shinrinyoku, or 
Japanese nature therapy — has been 
proven to lower blood pressure and 
boost wellbeing. I personally find the 
most joy in houseplants. The prospect 
of caring for houseplants can be quite 
daunting for many – I was terrified that 
I would somehow manage to kill mine 
– but the activity is much easier than 
you might think. I’m not the biggest 

fan of succulents, which demand a 
deceptive amount of bright light and 
are very easy to overwater. There are 
many houseplants that are relatively 
easy to care for and add a nice pop of 
green to your life. Here are just some of 
my favourites:

Pothos (epipremnum aureum): 
Famously easy care, most varieties can 
handle low light situations and thrive 
on neglect. Watering once a week is 
more than enough for these beginner-
friendly beauties.

Zz plants (zamioculcas zamifolia): 
Troopers of the plant world! They 
tolerate pretty much any light situation, 
but thrive in moderate to low light. 
Water once a month and they really do 
just sit still and look pretty.

Peace lilies (spathiphyllums): These 
are famous air purifying plants, and 

look beautiful and jungly to boot! Peace 
lilies can tolerate low light situations 
and tend to droop dramatically when 
they need to be watered. They are ideal 
if you aren’t confident in your abilities 
to read your plant’s needs.

 Various species of philodendron: 
Philodendrons are the second largest 
genus in the Aracae family. They are, 
for the most part, incredibly tough and 
easy care. Although care differs, general 
consensus is that bright, indirect light 
and weekly watering are all you need to 
keep them happy. Also, their genus name 
literally translates to ‘love’ and ‘tree’!

The quiet tranquility of my 
houseplants has helped me appreciate 
smaller jubilances, the tiny markers of 
growth and vitality easily overlooked 
in the humdrum of modern living. 
Walking to Redfern Station, I often 
slow down to look at the flora around 
me: the variegated umbrella plants 
on the sidewalk, the snake plants in 
someone’s front yard, the tree ferns 
growing quietly out of the brick wall. 

Mental turmoil, though still a villain 
at large, doesn’t seem to be so challenging 
in my day-to-day life. Plants add a little 
routine, stability and some gratification 
as I try to navigate the stressful stretches 
of uni life that never seem to end. In the 
short months that I’ve been caring for 
my houseplants, I’ve found that plants 
are far more resilient than you initially 
think. I’ve stepped on them, dropped 
them from their pots, even forgotten to 
water them. Yet, they grow. 

In that way, the growth of plants 
becomes a powerful metaphor for us. 
Maybe the care that we put into these 
little undisturbed artefacts of nature 
can improve the way that we live our 
lives, and help us love our people, and 
ourselves, just that little bit more.

Grow 
where you are

 planted
Vivienne Guo wants to help you grow.

“The quiet tranquility of my houseplants has helped 
me appreciate smaller jubilances.”
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P U Z Z L E S

Target Rules

Minimum 4 letters per word.

10 words: Friday
15 words: 15th of March
20 words: 10:30 AM
30 words: Fisher Library

Credits
All puzzles by
Cloudrunner

Find all answers online at 
honisoit.com

Quick  Crossword
1. Prevent
5. Company proposing the 
Carmichael coal mine
9. Something under the ground 
which can cause damage to 
people!
13. Horse-human hybrids
15. Nerve cell
17. Number one Egyptian god
18. Supporter of the dairy 
industry
19. Inky stain
20. Thomas Aquinas, Mary 
MacKillop, or Peter
21. Fencing sword
24. Really old
26. Emergency room, for short
27. They belong in the ground
29. Arabian shrubs used as a 
stimulant
30. I am, you ___
31. Blemishes

ACROSS

DOWN

T.W.A.T Target

Answers across and down 
are the same
1. Be active (4)
2. Dealing with a problem 
(2,2)
3. Long live (4)
4. Everyone else (2,2)

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

.................................

Sudoku

33. Nincompoop
34. Insurance company for 
over 50s
35. Australian gems
37. Person who does something
38. We need this 100% by 
2030!
43. Amends
44. Type of car
45. Bits of bread
46. Amount of waste that goes 
to landfill in Australia every 1.5 
seconds
47. Glass ingredient
52. Best card in most card 
games
53. Swell
55. You can spend these in 
Italy
56. Thanks
57. Ecologically responsible 
dam builders
59. Chatters at length
60. Computer science

61. Our land abounds in 
nature’s gifts of beauty rich and 
___
62. Early American internet 
provider
64. You and I
65. What the Earth can take
67. Atoms with an unusual 
number of neutrons
70. Cultivate
71. Eco-friendly
72. Occupations!

1. Nails with swirly bits on 
them
2. Receptacle for hot leaf juice
3. Atop
4. Personal trainer, for short
5. Spiritual emanation sur-
rounding a living thing
6. Took a swig
7. While
8. Narrow strips of water
9. Mongrel
10. What unions are con-
cerned with
11. Facial piercing popular 
with hippies
12. Humble request
14. One of a six pack
16. Ages
19. Unfairly prejudiced
22. Age
23. Famous record label
25. Climate Change is the 
great moral ____ of our 

generation
28. Events of icy precipitation
30. Imitator
32. Relaxing heated bath
34. Eon or era
36. Exonerate
37. Musical orphan
38. Doing this for solar panels 
is a good idea
39. Teacher
40. Number of circles of Hell 
in Dante’s Inferno
41. Federal environmental 
policy blocked by the Greens 
in 2009
42. Emergency Alert System, 
for short
46. Semi-nomadic people who 
live across the Sahara
48. Carry with great effort
49. Troubling organisation
50. Old spider’s home
51. Evaluate
53. Support
54. Wipe out

57. Forehead
58. In two shakes of a lamb’s 
tail
63. Lieutenant
66. Modus operandi
67. That is, for short
68. Footballer, actor, and may-
be murderer
69. Tinky Winky’s best friend

Quiz
1. What is the name of Harry’s 
second broomstick?

2. What is the acronym of the 
house elf union formed by 
Hermione Granger?

3. Who said this: “You’ve finally 
done it. You’ve finally driven 
him loopy!”

4. Which potion is colloquially 
known as “liquid luck”?

5. Which species of dragon 
does Cedric face in the first 
task?

6. What is the name of the 
spell that Hermione uses to fix 
Harry’s glasses?

Casula as a suburb can be described as 
the runt of the litter. Its significance in 
the Western Suburbs is often dwarfed 
by its more renowned, older siblings — 
Liverpool, Glenfield and Cabramatta. 
Liverpool is often stereotyped 
frequently for its extraordinary number 
of welfare recipients, Glenfield for 
having a large, multi-platform train 
station, and Cabramatta, the once crime 
capital of Sydney in the late 70’s and 
80’s, has reformed into a bustling Pan-
Asian cultural hub. Casula, however, 
has nothing to offer. When peers 
at university question where I live, 
responding simply with “Casula” all 
too often elicits a completely blank face, 
followed by a “where’s that?” My usual 
response is to mention the more famous 
— or rather infamous — suburbs in my 
vicinity until they formulate a rough 
idea of where Casula is. Throughout my 
four years on campus and the hundreds 
of people I have met and conversed with 
on campus, I can count the number of 
people who knew where Casula is right 
off the bat on one hand. 

My street

Much of my childhood was spent on 
the stretch of asphalt road immediately 
in front of my house. I played soccer and 
tips with the Croatian kids next door 
until the sun went down. Over time, my 
parents gradually limited the amount 
of time I was allowed to play outside in 
order to shift my focus to studying, first 
for the OC test and then the selective 
test. My failure to be admitted into 
either made all that work seem fruitless 
to me.

Casula Public School 

Racial divisions in my primary school 
were interesting. If you were white, you 
were “Australian.” If you had brown skin, 
you were Indian (even if you weren’t). If 
you were Asian, then you were Chinese. 
Any nuances were totally thrown out 

the window. Kids would often run up to 
me and ask in an overly sarcastic tone as 
if they already knew the answer “what 
does dolma [đụ má] mean?” Puzzled I 
would reply, “I don’t know, that doesn’t 
sound like Chinese to me.” They would 
then reply with absolute certainty, “Well 
it means fuck you.” I would reflect on 
my Chinese vocabulary thinking to 
myself, I’ve spoken Chinese since birth 
and I’ve never heard of this term. This 
issue plagued me until high school that 
I discovered it wasn’t a Chinese phrase, 
but a Vietnamese one. 

Casula High School 

A high school of apparent  ill repute. 
My mum was shocked to learn that 
during my Year 6 orientation at the 
school I had seen cigarettes, syringes 
and beer bottles all within the school 
toilets. See, unlike most other Asians 
in my cohort who successfully secured 
placements in selective schools, I failed 
to gain admission into any selective 
school.  My local high school became a 
very viable option, or perhaps, my only 
viable option. After the orientation, 
however, my mum promptly enrolled 
me in the local catholic school, fearing 
that sending her son to the local school 
would doom his future.

Casula Mall

The only shopping mall that was within 
walking distance of my high school. 
Unlike many other high schools located 
within the Inner city or near huge 
shopping malls, Casula mall only had 
a handful of shops, Coles, Aldi, the 
local Butcher and a food court. I never 
realised just how small it was until I 
began attending Uni. It seemed perfectly 
sufficient for the after school hangouts 
that we had back then. Once school 
ended at 3.05, large troupes of students 
would leave school located inside a 
residential suburb and begin the daily 
pilgrimage to Casula Mall. 

Casula Station

When I was little, my local station was 
notorious for muggings, stabbings and 
shady dealings. Before the advent of the 
Opal card system, you had to purchase a 
ticket either from a ticket machine or a 
ticket vendor. Casula Station, however, 
was so shady that it had neither — there 
was no way to purchase a ticket at the 
station. Whenever we had to go there to 
take the train, my mum would always 
tell me to hold her hand tightly and stick 
by her side or else I would be kidnapped. 
I did not have fond memories there to 
say the least. 

Hume Highway 

Three lanes wide, the Hume is 
lined with used car dealerships and 
shopfronts on the left, whilst the right 
features an extensive sea of residential 
houses and the occasional motel. My 
first driving lesson happened here, 
with my mum screaming at me in the 
front seat on the stretch of highway 
heading home. Due to the deficiencies 
of public transport infrastructure in 
Casula, most people at my school 
obtained their ps in Year 11 or 12. I was 
amongst the last of my friends to get 
my Ps, only obtaining  it at the ripe old 
age of 18.

Casula Woolworths

Casula Woolworths features a return-
and-earn bottle recycling station that 
gives you ten cents for every bottle 
or can recycled. Families are always 
queueing up in front of it with giant 
plastic bags, each filled to the brim with 
reeking soda cans and beer bottles. The 
teamwork really is quite extraordinary; 
one person is responsible for depositing 
the cans into the machine, whilst the 
other will be heaving additional bags off 
their vehicles and dragging them over so 
they won’t lose their place in the line.

Crossing 
Casula

Victor Ye has Southwest Sydney in his blood.
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7. Upon first meeting Ron, 
what two identifiers does 
Draco Malfoy use to describe 
the Weasley family?

8. What is the last sentence in 
the final Harry Potter book?

9. What is the name of the 
magical artefacts shop Harry 
mistakenly winds up in after 
using floo powder for the first 
time?

10. What is the name of the 
conductor of the Night Bus?
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As student housing officer, 
we understand that where 
you live is a core part of your 
experience at the University of 
Sydney. 

Therefore, our goal in 
2019 is to enhance the 
student experience and to 
make student housing more 
enjoyable and more affordable 

for all of you. 
To achieve this we will 

be pooling our collective 
experiences of student housing 
as two international and two 
domestic students to provide 
advice and assistance. Our 
email at student.housing@src.
usyd.edu.au is always open for 

any queries or requests. 
We have been working 

closely with the University 
Student Accommodation 
Centre and the Residential 
College representatives to 
further the living experience 
on and near campus. 

There are also several 

events hosted by the SRC 
coming up this year with a 
seminar in first semester for 
students at university owned 
accommodation. 

In the second semester we 
have a trivia and networking 
night, a great chance to eat 
free food, meet fellow students 

living near you, and win some 
great prizes. 

If you’d like to know more 
about student housing at the 
University of Sydney or would 
like any help, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Looking forward to meet 
you all!

Student Housing Officers
Yinfeng Shen, Irene Ma, Ziwei Lin and Seamus Kirk

Ask Abe
SRC caseworker help Q&A
Living on Little Money

Dear Abe,

I am new to Sydney and finding 
it very difficult to be able to 
afford anything. Do you have 
any hints on how I can make 
my life easier?

Broke

Dear Broke,

Living in Sydney is ridiculously 
expensive. The SRC has a leaflet 
available on their website (SRC 
Help section) called Living 
with Little Money that goes 
through a range of topics 
including getting a Centrelink 
payment; applying for a 
bursary, loan or scholarship 
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from the Uni; reducing your 
debts; your rights as a worker; 
submitting your tax return; 
food; accommodation; paying 
bills; looking after your health; 
getting affordable transport; 
and having fun.
There are many different 
ideas and resources included 
in that leaflet that include: 
applying for interest free loans, 
getting free food, reducing 
the shock of large bills, and 
having safe, healthy, fun. 

Abe

If you have any specific 
questions, please contact SRC 
caseworkers at  
help@src.usyd.edu.au 

Time management allows you 
to achieve the most within the 
limited time you have available. 
At University that might mean 
balancing all of your readings and 
assessments, with work, a social 
life and home responsibilities. It’s 
like a budget for your time.

There are many resources you 
can access to help you manage 
your time effectively. Both the 
University’s Counselling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) 
Unit and Learning Centre have 
online resources, workshops, 
and one-on-one consultations 
that will teach you the skills to 
manage your time. They will help 
you to create a weekly timetable 
that charts all of your class times, 
your study time, work time and 
free time for yourself. This will 
allow you to quickly see if you 
have allocated enough time for 
study, and if you have enough 
time for sleep, and fun. Try this for 
a few weeks, and make whatever 
adjustments you need to ensure 
that it is a helpful document. A 
semester planner sets out all of 
the assessments you have in all 
of your subjects. This will help 
you to anticipate when your busy 
times are, giving you the chance 

to start assessments early when 
necessary. It also prevents 
assessments from being 
unexpected. Nobody needs that 
stress.

Sometimes poor time 
management can be 
caused by other factors, 
such as perfectionism and 
procrastination. CAPS have 
some leaflets and workshops on 
how to deal with both of these. 
If this is not helpful, consider 
talking to a counselor to get 
some strategies.

Sometimes you cannot get 
things done, because there are 
too many demands on you.  
If you need to work, or have 
other responsibilities, consider 

Time Management  
- A Key to Success

taking a reduced study load. If 
you are on a Centrelink payment, 
or a student visa, you will need 
to talk to an SRC Caseworker 
before dropping any subjects. 
Some students think that having 
a smaller study load will mean 
they will graduate later, but the 
reality is that you will progress 
more quickly, and at less cost, if 
you do three subjects and pass 
them all, than if you attempt four 
subjects and fail some.

No matter how busy you are 
it is not worth plagiarising. Be 
careful about how you reference 
your work, and don’t risk an 
academic misconduct charge by 
using a false medical certificate 
or copying someone else’s work.

*Abe is an undefined breed of terrier who has had a lot of life experiences 
that allow him to give you excellent advice on a broad range of issues.  
To ask him your question email help@src.usyd.edu.au.

Your Council at Work
The following substantive motions 
were considered and carried:

R6.  Support the School strike for 
climate

Moved: Lily Campbell 
Seconded: Alev Saracoglu

1) The USYD SRC will advertise the 
passing of this motion with a press 
release. 

1)  The USYD SRC will co-host the 
central university contingent Facebook 
event and will share the event on its 
social media platforms. 

1) The USYD SRC calls on students to 
leave their classes in the USYD walk off 
on Friday 15th March and commends 
the NTEU in their refusal to punish 
students for doing so.

Q1. We need to support Mental 
Health

Moved: Dane Luo 
Seconded: Nick Forbutt

1)  The President and any student 
representatives will use all mediums to 
the University (including on University 
committees) to advocate for:

1)  Uncapping the total number of 
counselling sessions it offers each 
student per year.

1) Bringing counselling and 
psychological services, or other mental 

health support, to all satellite campuses 
by having ‘travelling counsellors’, 
setting up new facilities or otherwise.

1)  Support mental health awareness 
and initiatives for all students.

1)  The Council will campaign to create 
mental health awareness and inform 
students on how to seek support.

1)  The Council endorses and supports 
the NUS No Mind Left Behind 
campaign.

1) The University of Sydney SRC 
commits to fighting against 
Government and University cuts to 
student support services, welfare, 
attempts to increase student fees 
and costs and calls on greater public 
funding to these services and affordable 
public housing.

Q2. End weekend exams

Moved: Dane Luo 
Seconded: Jayesh Joshi

The President and student 
representatives on the Academic Board 
and other University Committees shall 
urge the University to stop holding 
exams on the weekend and seek 
alternative arrangements for those 
exams.

Q3. Cigarette Litter Bins

Moved: Jayesh Joshi 

Seconded: Georgia De Mestre

1) The SRC will investigate the cost of 
these bins and the specifics of where 
and how they should be installed

1) The SRC shall make infrastructure 
requests for the university to install 
the bins

R2.Support the SRC’s action in 
providing Charitable work towards 
the homeless

Moved: James Ardouin 
Seconded: Annabel De Mestre

1)  The SRC shall create a working 
group, of anyone interested, that shall 
organise the SRC’s actions on this.

1)  This group shall contact nearby 
charities that work with the Homeless 
and investigate ways that the SRC do 
its part in providing a program to allow 
volunteers to give food to these local 
impoverished people.

1) This group shall create a food/
donation bank and organise a campaign 
to the University to promote student 
and staff donations to this project.

1)  The groups actions shall be focused 
on, but not limited to, the alleviation 
of Student and Youth homelessness, 
especially that of Students of the 
University of Sydney.

R3. Defend democracy and free 

speech in the USYD SRC

Moved: Vinil Kumar 
Seconded: Grace Bowskill

1) The Sydney University SRC reaffirms 
its commitment to democracy, freedom 
of speech and participation in the 
political process. 

2) The Sydney University SRC reaffirms 
that all meetings of council are open 
meetings.

3) The Sydney University SRC reaffirms 
the right of non-councilors to attend 
and speak in council meetings.

4) The Sydney University SRC reaffirms 
the right of student media to attend and 
report on meeting proceedings.

5) The Sydney University SRC Facebook 
page will publish public Facebook 
events for each council meeting within 
48 hours of councilors being notified of 
the meeting.

6) The SRC President will publish a 
statement on the SRC Facebook page 
and in Honi Soit conveying the SRC’s 
above commitment to democracy, free 
speech, transparency and inviting 
students to attend and participate in 
council meetings.

7) SRC councilors commit to 
encouraging a culture of discussion 
and debate within council meetings 
through their own participation and 

will avoid measures that restrict 
free speech through bureaucratic or 
procedural means. This includes, but is 
not limited to:

a) Removing speaking time by 
proposing speaking limits equal to zero 
minutes/seconds

b) Disallowing speakers for and against 
during discussions of SRC motions and 
procedural motions

R4. The SRC condemns the removal 
of historic stickers in the SRC OB 
room

Moved: Ellie Stephenson 
Seconded: Swapnik Sanagavarapu

1)  The council condemns the removal 
of historically valuable stickers from 
the SRC OB room 

1)  The council seriously questions 
the judgement and principles of the 
individuals who removed the stickers 

1)  Mourns the loss of the stickers 

1)  Commits to preserving other 
important relics of SRC history 
carefully. 

The next Ordinary Meeting 
of Council will take place on 
Wednesday 3 April 2019 at 6:00pm at 
New Law 026.

Level 1, Wentworth Bldg, University of Sydney
02 9660 5222  |  src.usyd.edu.au
solicitor @ src.usyd.edu.au
ACN 146 653 143  |  MARN 1276171

Work Issues
Govt Services

Car Accidents
Consumer Disputes

Police, Courts

...and more

Visa Issues

Do you have a legal problem? 
We can help you for FREE!*

* This service is provided by the SRC Legal Service, funded by the Students’ 
Representative Council, University of Sydney and is available to USYD 
undergraduate students.

The Living on Little Money  
leaflet is available online:

srcusyd.net.au/src-help/money/
guide-to-living-on-little-money/

The second Ordinary Meeting of Council  
was held on Wednesday 6 March 2019. 

Hello Satellite Campuses!
Over the past two weeks, 

we have been very busy 
helping students at our 
satellite campuses! We joined 
our professional caseworkers 
to visit and speak to students 
at Camden and Westmead 
(Monday), Cumberland 
(Tuesday), Conservatorium 
(Wednesday), SCA and Mallett 
Street (Thursday). We hope to 
return to satellite campuses 
regularly and connect you to 
helpful services!

We love our Faculty Societies
We supported the SULS 

First Year Crash Course so 
that new Law students can 
learn about services and 
programs in their degree. 
Similarly, we ran the inaugural 
SASS x SRC Welcome Session 
for new Arts students. We 
attended a student meeting 
with the Dental Association to 
learn about issues facing Oral 
Health students. And we’re 
just getting started – this year, 
we are working with Faculty 
Societies to help you with your 

studies.

Tips for Regional and 
Rural Students

Thank you to the many rural 
students who have reached out 
to us in the last few weeks. We 
know it can be difficult and 
expensive for you to move to 
Sydney. If you have moved to 
study and eligible for Youth 
Allowance, you may be eligible 
for two more payments:

Firstly, you can get Fares 
Allowance if you meet 
additional criteria. Centrelink 
will reimburse the least 

expensive and most available 
public transport trip during 
your study after you submit a 
claims form online. For more 
information, go to https://bit.
ly/2HtQArE.

Secondly, a Relocation 
Scholarship is provided if you 
relocate from a family home 
in regional or remote area to 
study in Sydney. The payment 
is $4,553 in your first year, 
$2,278 per year in the second 
and third years, and $1,138 
each year after that. For more 
information go to https://bit.

ly/2EP7U9k.
If you need any help with 

these payments, email help@
src.usyd.edu.au.

Consultation Hours
Our consultation drop-in 

times are every Thursday 11am 
to 1pm in the SRC offices.

Regulations Review
We are working to review 

the SRC Regulations. If you 
have any ideas, suggestions or 
even just feedback, email us at 
vice.president@src.usyd.edu.
au.

Vice Presidents
Dane Luo and Caitlyn Chu

Updated University Alcohol 
Policy

During committee meeting 
this week, the President Jacky 
He has taken the opportunity 
to speak out from a student 
perspective regarding the 
University’s updated alcohol 
policy. To further ensure 
the safe use of alcohol on 

campus, Jacky have proposed 
for a brief alcohol policy 
module to be created for all 
students to complete before 
their commencement at the 
University. The university 
should also reach out to 
colleges on campus and in a 
collaborative manner, ensure 
the safe use of alcohol within 

colleges.

I have also had a chance to 
meet briefly with the Health 
Services Unit at the University 
of Sydney, to discuss strategies 
on how to improve the mental 
health state of students – 
in particular international 
students. We are currently 

looking to set up further 
meetings to raise initiatives 
that will promote mental 
health awareness amongst 
undergraduate students.

Caseworkers
One EXCELLENT piece 

of news that the casework 
team has informed me about 

is that within the last week, 
ALL casework consultation 
slots have been booked out. 
We attribute this to the hard 
work that the caseworkers 
have committed themselves to 
handing out wall planners and 
speaking at orientation events.

President
Jacky He

Note: These pages belong to the Office Bearers of the SRC. They are 
not altered, edited or changed in any way by the editors of Honi Soit
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Peripheral second-year conservative 
Jean-Paul Jeffrey-Andrew has been 
lauded by right-wingers around 
campus after singlehandedly bringing 
down communist ass-wipe Honi Soit. 

“@William Terrence Howard, 
check this out, mate! must be satire 
lol,” commented Jeffrey-Andrew, as he 
swiftly haha reacted on some leftist 
cuck’s perspective piece about race. 

Jeffrey-Andrew spearheaded the 

innovative campaign to have Honi Soit 
removed from circulation after receiving 
eight reacts on his initial “defund” 
comment — seven of which came from 
fellow head-kicked conservatives. 

“Yeah no one fucking reads that 
shit anyways,” Jeffrey-Andrew told The 
Dependent. He was later seen secretly 
scanning the paper at Ralph’s, circling 
articles that mildly displeased him. 

Jeffrey-Andrew has extensive 

BUSINESS: USSC enrolment soars after four 
weeks of advertising in Honi Soit >> P10

EXCLUSIVE: Stingray who killed Steve Irwin 
realeases tell-all book, “Fatal Hugs” >> P16

Honi Soit defunded after conservative comments 
“defund Honi” for  239th consecutive day

experience in the field of student 
journalism, having an illustrious career 
as a reporter for Sydney’s leading free-
thinking magazine The Sydney Tory. 
Some of his most widely distributed 
articles include “Immigration: How 
refugees will steal your franking 
credits,” and “Gender: How women will 
steal your franking credits”. 

An anonymous source told The 
Dependent that Jeffrey-Andrew 

was also an unsuccessful Honi Soit 
applicant. Apparently, the socialist 
editorial team were simply not ready 
to handle Jeffrey-Andrew’s courageous 
free thought.

Ultimately, however, it was Jeffrey-
Andrew who had the last laugh, as 
Honi Soit’s 10 editors were forced 
to join consulting firms and Fairfax 
media, nine months earlier than they 
otherwise would have.

PERSPECTIVE:  I went to a subtle asian dating 
event and found a maths tutor >> P21

BREAKING:  Still too soon to make jokes about 
Steve Irwin’s death >> P16

Jono Buckley reports on a historic victory for fiscal responsibility.

The University of Wollongong’s 
(UoW) prestigious new degree — the 
Bachelor of Westerosi Civilisation — 
is exclusively attracting students who 
exhibit “Ramsay attributes.” Documents 
obtained by freedom of information 
requests reveal these “Ramsay 
attributes” have been modelled after 
infamous villain and generally pretty 
shit dude, Ramsay Bolton. 

The Dependent can reveal that 
students being interviewed for the 
degree’s first intake have been asked 
questions which look for a total lack of 
moral fibre, war crimes, a penchant for 
removing their enemy’s penises, along 
with other core traditions of Westerosi 
civilisation. 

“You have to be a complete bastard 
to do this program,” said the UoW 
Admissions Office in a statement. 

Students successfully admitted 
into the Ramsay stream at UoW will 
gain access to several perks beyond the 
$27,000 monetary scholarship.

The top three students who flay the 
most first years by semester end then 
fight to the death. They are armed only 
with pork sausages.

With a median ATAR of 95, most 
students in the program actually 
did high-scaling subjects for their 

HSCs, and as such had not completed 
PDHPE since 2013. This has resulted 
in disastrous and anticlimatic combat 
scenes. 

The winning combatant is then 
awarded the title “Warden of the North 
[of Wollongong].” 

“I thought I was getting a genuine 
degree!” said one student after they had 
been stabbed more than five times in 
combat.

The rigorous assessment schedule 
and substantial risk of personal injury 
and death has not dissuaded many from 
the degree.

“It’s super fortunate that as a person 
from Westeros, not only am I well 
versed in Westerosi values, I received 
more than 36 bonus points.” 

In an ironic turn of events, 
Wollongong’s Liberal Party has launched 
a campaign against the degree offering, 
citing its discrimination of legitimate-
born children.

“On behalf of non-bastards 
everywhere, we take issue with the 
Ramsay Centre’s departure from 
traditional family values.”

A Liberal Party rally outside the 
Ramsay Centre attracted less than 
three participants. “I though this was 
an NTEU rally,” said a moderate.

UoW Ramsay Centre 
“attributes” based on 
Ramsay Bolton

MEGA POSTER INSIDE: Primary school 
friendship cemented after forming star with feet

Alan knows nothing.This winter you could be in Washington DC 
– the seat of American power – studying at 
the prestigious Georgetown University.

Or you could be in Los Angeles, living on campus 
at UCLA – the 17th ranked university in the world. 

The Georgetown University: Politics 
and Policy Program and the UCLA Study 
Abroad Program will each enable you to:

 ■ Experience the richness of American college life

 ■ Accelerate your study by receiving 
credit towards your degree

 ■ Gain invaluable international experience

 ■ Spend your winter break enjoying 
the northern summer

 ■ Make long-lasting US connections and friendships

Find out more and apply at:

ussc.edu.au/global 

or

or

WHERE IS YOUR STUDY TAKING YOU?

King St Hollywood Boulevard?

Capital Hill Capitol Hill?

UPGRADE YOUR CITY THIS WINTER BREAK

APPLICATIONS 
NOW 

OPEN!




